


A ta& of tho itah *4(k through tho early '60s found in amatour storoo slidos 
I b y ~ . r k ~ t l l b r  I I've come across several accumu- I Stereo ~hotos would seem to be I 

lations of slides that included shots an ideal ;ay to document the out- 
come of hunting trips as well, 
although such slides seem to be a 
bit less common than those show- 
ing proud fisherman displaying 
their catch. Our second image this 
issue was apparently taken in a 
basement where I'm guessing there 
will soon be a massive plucking 
and processing operation to put all 
those ducks into the freezer for 
future meals. 

The two women are holding 
ducks in their laps, and I count 
nine additional ones being held by 
the men for a total of ll! It's not 
clear who the hunter was in this 
case, although I would guess it was 
the young man and perhaps his 
father. Of course, there's always the 
chance that these are just domestic 
ducks whose time for slaughter 
had come, but the people seem to 
be displaying them a bit too 
proudly for that to be the case! 

This Kodachrome slide was 
mounted in a gray cardboard Tech- 
nicolor mount labeled 1958. 00 
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EDITORS NEW Comments 
and Observations 
john Dennis 

Disaster Stereography 
After, During or Before 

I t's rare that Stereo World has the 
opportunity to include anything 
remotely like "breaking news" in 

these pages, but when we learned 
that NSA members Robert Thorpe 
and Ernie Rairdin were document- 
ing in stereo the June flooding in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, we quickly 
made some space available. Disas- 
ters on the scale of the June, 2008 
Midwest floods (of which the 
Cedar Rapids flooding was only 
the opening drama) were once 
covered extensively and profitably 
by stereoview photographers and 
publishers. Now we must rely on 
dedicated amateurs for any stereo- 
scopic imagery that fortuitously 
joins the plentiful still and video 
coverage by shaky cell phone cam- 
eras and the endless media inter- 
views with victims. 

Living near (if not quite in) a 
disaster area provides both oppor- 
tunity and possibly even some 
obligation to document historic 
situations in depth. One key is to 
start shooting as soon as possible 
during or just after an event to 
minimize contact with local 

I f you have comments or questions for the 
editor concerning any stereo-related matter 

appearing (or missing) in the pages of Stereo 
World, please write to /ohn Dennis, Stereo 
World Editorial Office, 5670 SE 71st Ave., 
Portland, OR 97206. 

authorities concerned about public 
safety or looting. Badges like the 
Stereo World name tag that Robert 
Thorpe wore may be of some limit- 
ed help with residents and volun- 
teers, even if it has no official 
standing. It can at least show peo- 
ple your intent to identify yourself, 
although the ideal situation is to 
shoot in a neighborhood where at 
least some people recognize you. 

The opportunity to stereograph 
both major floods and fires may 
unfortunately present itself to 
more members around the country 
and the world as the effects of cli- 
mate change grow in intensity and 
frequency. One just released feder- 
al analysis predicts unusual precip- 
itation events in the midwest to 
happen much more often, and the 
drought in the mountain west (not 
to mention in California) has fire 
predictions piling up alarmingly. It 
could be that the most useful 
thing stereographers can do is to 
document river towns before they 
flood, and forests before they burn! 
Like glaciers and snow caps, there 
may be many things we take for 
granted today that in another 40 
years will be memories experienced 
only in photographs. Thousands of 
natural vistas and unique struc- 
tures are potentially at risk, but are 
far more accessible than things like 
glaciers or sea ice-some within 
walking distance, some less than a 
gallon of gas away. Imagine how 
much better their documentation 

Explore the World 
of 3-13 Imaging, Past & Present, in 

S m m D  
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would be in stereo, and imagine 
starting on a project like that, a 
few images at a time, next week- 
end. 

Penguins 
Robert Wilson's feature on Mag- 

ellanic penguins in South America 
provides some seldom seen stereo 
imagery of this species. While the 
penguins of Antarctica get the bulk 
of attention from filmmakers and 
environmentalists, his coverage of 
this more easily visited species is 
no less an important example of 
stereo documentation of the natur- 
al world. In fact, it could be that 
many supposedly "safe" species 
and natural areas will be over- 
looked while more time, film, and 
effort is spent on Polar Rears, blue 
frogs, and rain forests. And it turns 
out that although there are thou- 
sands of Magellanic penguins in 
South America, their numbers 
have already declined drastically in 
the Falkland Islands following the 
rise of commercial fishing in the 
1980s and 90s. Their population 
there was estimated in 2003 at just 
20'H) of what it was in 1991. Their 
colonies in Argentina and Chile 
are protected from commercial 
fishing, but oil spills from increas- 
ing offshore drilling and from 
tanker discharges is a growing 
threat along the mainland. 

Robert's impressive stereography 
shows that not all documentation 
of the natural world requires a 
Nntionol Gepyraplric expedition. 
Some can be accomplished from 
marked paths in national parks, 
and some can be done in your 
back yard with a little planning 
and patience. 

Correction 
In the article "John James Reilly" 

in Vol 33 No. 6, page 8, the 
caption to Fig. 3 left out the 
plate number, which is new 
series #285. mr'r 



Current Information 
on Stereo Today 
David Starkman & john Dennis 

Phoenix 3-D From Mars 

jitor, PO. Bc 

W hen NASA's Phoenix space- 
craft landed in the northern 
polar region of Mars on May 

25, 2008, one of the first instru- 
ments activated was the Surface 
Stereo Imager (SSI) camera. It's 
images quickly confirmed the 
anticipated nature of the local sur- 
face, which lacks large rocks but is 
covered with polygon mounds 
possibly caused by freeze and thaw 
cycles. Within days, the lander's 
robotic arm had started digging 
trenches in the search for water ice 
and evidence of past organic life. 
Much of this was documented in 
stereo pair imagery showing the 
extended scoop arm, the trenches, 
and the material in the scoop 
ready to be analyzed in the lander. 
More stereos of the nearby surface 
were also transmitted. 

It can take some searching to 
pick out all the right and left 
images accumulated in the weeks 
the lander has been on Mars, but 
the effort is interesting and reveals 
much about the constant calibra- 
tion and test images involved 
(which some days can make it 
seem as if the lander is more fasci- 
nated with its own parts than with 
the Martian surface). To view the 
Phoenix imagery, go to htt?:/l 
phoenix.l~l.arizona.edu and click on 
"GALL1;RY". Ironically, the most 
famous Phoenix image pair so far 

.................................................................. 
The Phoenix Lander's Surface Stereo 
Imager (551) on top of its extended 
mast. NASA/lPL-Ca/tech/University of 
Arizona 

I 

@. 

looking down at  one of the lander's legs on  the surface of Mars. So1 0, 281 632768. 
NASA/lPL-Caltech/University of Arizona .................................................................................................................................................................. 

isn't stereo, but shows a trench 
from the same angle in images 
taken on the 2lst and 25th days of 
the mission (sol 20 and sol 24). In 

(Continued on page 28) 

his column depends on readers for 
information. (We don't know everything!) 

Please send information or questions to David 
Starkman, NewViews Ec )x 2368, 
Culver CA 9023 

-- - i 
by AARON WARNER 

THE STEREO PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT THE STEREO PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT 
WAS JUST A BIG DISAPPOINTMENT. WAS JUST A BIG DISAPPOINTMENT. 



Attention Mid-western Businessmen: All Aboard for 

Opportunities 
in the South By Paul C. Iuhl 

This area, from Memphis to New Orleans, was what northern businessmen called the 
"Southland". It was the area where they believed great investments might be made. 
The route and the numerous stops along the Illinois Central Railroad are shown. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

B edecked in their finest suits 
and hats, about twenty men 
from the Waterloo, Iowa, area 

waited patiently at the city's Illi- 
nois Central depot on May 18, 
1903, for the 7:00 p.m. train to 
Chicago. The anticipation had 
been growing since the first ads 
appeared in the Waterloo Courier 
some weeks before. Captain J. F. 
Merry of Dubuque, Assistant Gen- 
eral Passenger Agent and represen- 
tative of the Industrial and Immi- 
gration Department of the Illinois 
Central Railroad, had promised a 
Grand Excursion for midwestern 
investors in America's Southland. 
He claimed it would be "one of the 
great events of the season and 
every man who may be looking for 
southern investments, southern 
lands, or a southern home cannot 
afford to miss this opportunity of 
making a most delightful and 
interesting ten day trip through 
the states of Kentucky, Tennessee, 

Participants in the Grand Excursion 
of 1903 line up for one of the events 
along the route of the Illinois Central 
train. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



johnson 
Perley 
King. .................... 

Mississippi and Louisiana." Men 
with money in their pockets were 
always looking for a good return 
on their investments and the 
South looked to be such a place. 
Leaving thoughts of the Civil War 
to the generation that preceded 
them, these men were seeking all 
kinds of opportunities. Many 
sought the profitable investments 
in industries and factories that 
were being built, some sought 
truck farming with an interest in 
raising small fruits and berries, still 
others knew the cattle business 
and hoped for millions of acres of 
cheap range lands. Already on the 
train when it pulled into the 
Waterloo depot were men from 
western Iowa who had boarded as 
the Illinois Central pulled through 
their towns. In all there would be 
fifty-five men from the Hawkeye 
state and many more would later 
board from both Illinois and Indi- 
ana. Ry the time the train left Cen- 
tralia in southern Illinois it was 
full; loaded with 120 wishful capi- 
talists. 

Among the men at the depot in 
Waterloo was a photographer 
known to many in the group. 
Johnson Perley King certainly did 
not have the financial backing that 
was part of the lives of the other 
men but he did see a promising 
financial outcome. He would take 
his bulky photographic equipment 
and make stereographs along the 
way. He felt there would be a ready 
market among these prosperous 
men to purchase the views to show 
family and friends after the trip's 
conclusion. At the time of the 
Grand Excursion, King had been 
photographing Waterloo and the 
northeast portion of Iowa for over 
twenty years. Born in Morgan 
County, Ohio, he had come to 
Black Hawk County, Iowa, as a 
young man of seventeen. King was 

?d much ot lowa seekit King travel( northeast 79 markets for h~s photographs and 
stereographs. One of 1. I? King's assistants is shown exposing plates to the sun in their 
photo wagon during a stop in Festina, lowa. (Half stereograph by 1. P. King) .......................................................................................................................................................... 

initially a farmer and helped break 
some of the virgin prairie north of 
Waterloo. He was among Water- 
loo's first photographers, being 
associated for many years with Vel- 
las L. Simmons and James D. LaTi- 
er in a studio in a small stone 
building at Fourth and Water 
Streets. Prior to the Grand Excur- 
sion, King had been in business for 
himself for many years and had 
built a complete studio on wheels, 
visiting towns within a radius of 
65 to 75 miles from Waterloo. J. P. 
King would remain in a town two 
or three weeks, taking his photos 
and doing all of his developing 
and printing in his wagon studio. 
With his stereographic camera, he 
made numerous views of interest- 
ing sites. 

King had already sold stereo- 
graphs and cabinet photographs to 
some of the Waterloo and Iowa 
men waiting for the train; show- 
casing their homes, businesses and 
families. At this time in 1903, King 
was a healthy 54 year old man 

who could haul all of the equip- 
ment he needed. He would entitle 
this new series, "Illinois Central 
Excursion South" and it would be 
an addition to his larger series, 
"Iowa Scenery-Waterloo and 
Vicinity". King used the modern 
mount, beige in color and slightly 
curved. He featured a backlist on 
some of his stereographs. Backlists 
were popular during the times in 
which King worked and the num- 

With a Waterloo population of 
1 6,443 in 1 903, the Illinois Central 
Depot there became a busy place 
when the trains arrived. 
(Courtesy of Grout Museum) 



bering system created a nice mar- 
keting tool. King, as was the case 
with many other stereographic 
photographers, hoped that buyers 
would want to collect all of the 
views in the series. Unfortunately, 
King used another technique for 
identifying his work in the Grand 
Excursion. For identification pur- 
poses in this series, he attached a 
paper label to the front of the neg- 

]./? King No. 24 7 ,  "National Cemetery, Vicksburg, Looking South. " It is not surprising 
that one of the first stops would be the Vicksburg National Cemetery. Colonel Merry 
had been instrumental in prompting Congress in 1866 to set aside this site as a final 
resting place for United States Soldiers. This beautiful final resting place has the 
distinction of having the largest number of Civil War interments of any national 
cemetery in the United States. Of the approximate 17,000 Union veterans buried in 
Vicksburg National Cemetery, only 5,000 are known. .......................................................................................................................................................... 

ative before printing. Many of 
these faded to such a degree over 
the years that they are unreadable. 
Numbers have been seen ranging 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 
).I? King No. 244, "National Cemetery Baton Rouge 3,075 Union Soldiers Lie Buried 
Here. " With many of the participants of the Grand Excursion having family members 
who had fought in the Civil War, cemetery stops along the way were almost 
mandatory. After May of 7862, Baton Rouge was under Union control for the rest of 
the Civil War. This cemetery dates to 7 867, when the area was designated a national 

from 240 to 270 and the Excursion 
series may have had as many as 
fifty views. As with most of King's 
work during this time period, he 
was charging twenty cents for one 
stereograph and fifty cents for 
three. One dollar would buy six, 
and buyers needed two dollars for 
a dozen views. 

cemetery and much re-interment took place from the surrounding battle areas. 



/.I? King No. 245, "University Grounds and Barracks at Baton Rouge." Louisiana State 
University and Agricultural & Mechanical College, as it was originally called, was 
founded as a military academy. The Civil War took a terrible toll on the institution. It 
began to function, once again, as an education institution in 1869 and became 
Louisiana State University in 1870. Of special interest to the men of the Grand 
Excursion may have been the two cannons that General Sherman had donated to the 
University. These cannons had been captured from Confederate forces and had been 
used to start the war when fired at Fort Sumter, SC. 

Iowa State Reporter ( Waterloo), 
October 10, 1877: 

"I. P. King, our east side photograph 
artist, whose fine display of pictures at 
our recent Fair, attracted general atten- 
tion, received the first premium for his 
work. He has recently introduced a new 
style of picture of beautiful finish and 
attractive appearance, which we are cer- 
tain will be popular. He also takes 
ambrotypes, photographs, stereoscopic 
views, tintypes, gems and pictures of 
every sort and description. He gives all 
his work a good finish, and has all the 
necessary apparatus to  keep well up with 
the improvements in his art. Give him a 
call and see what he can do." 

The man who was both the 
inspiration and the promoter of 
the Grand Excursion and well 
known by King and the others was 
Col. J. F. Merry of Dubuque, Iowa. 
A quiet, unassuming man, Merry 
had an extremely important posi- 
tion with the Illinois Central 
which had made him prominent 
in many parts of the country. 
Twenty-five years before these trips 
to the South, when he was still a 
businessman in Manchester, Iowa, 
Merry became interested in what 
was then called the Northwest; 
lands in western Iowa, the Dakotas 

and Minnesota. He accepted a 
position with the Illinois Central 
Railroad to take charge of the 
development of the territory in 
this quickly changing part of the 
US. He began as an excursion 
agent, was then promoted to gen- 
eral western passenger agent, and 
finally made assistant general pas- 
senger agent of the entire system. 
He was then named the General 
Immigration Agent in 1905, a posi- 
tion he held until his retirement in 
July of 1911. In each of these posi- 
tions, Col. Merry went quickly to 
work, encouraging immigration 
initially to the Northwest and later 
to the South. With admirable per- 
sonal traits and a professional 
manner, he was extremely success- 
ful in this work. Some said he 
alone was responsible for starting 
and encouraging the growth of 
numerous communities not only 
with people from the Eastern states 
but also Germans, Czechs, Norwe- 
gians, Swedes, Danes, Hungarians 
and many other nationalities. Col. 
Merry had previous Southern con- 
tacts, possibly more than anyone 

1 else at that time and had visited all 
of the states that the Grand Excur- 

sion would visit, not just once but 
many times. Coming from Iowa, 
Merry understood land and its 
adaptability for growing purposes. 
He also knew, in the decades fol- 
lowing the Civil War that a big 
problem was the lack of competent 
labor. Some of the richest land in 
the world remained neglected 
because there weren't enough peo- 
ple there to work the land and 
make it prosper. Merry and others 
had encouraged the Illinois Cen- 
tral to build a double track all the 
way from Chicago to New Orleans 
and had thus made New Orleans a 
great shipping point. The Illinois 
Central placed their trust in him to 
develop the company's southern 
interests. These efforts had started 
as early as 1895 and Merry had 
become a very busy man, full of 
ideas and promotions to make this 
enterprise work. In 1903, at the 
time of the Grand Excursion, some 
of the results of his efforts were 
beginning to show. He firmly 
believed that the Southland, as he 
called it, had practically unlimited 
possibilities. 

Just how had these initial con- 
tacts with the South happened? 
Colonel Merry had spent four 
years in the South as a Union sol- 
dier in the Civil War. It was during 
this time that he had his first 
opportunity to see the country. 
The war had devastated the South 
and left many property owners in 
financial straits. Col. Merry felt the 



Southern people were working 
hard on rebuilding their fortunes 
which had seemed helplessly 
wrecked. They were, as they had 
done for decades, trying to rely on 
cotton and the old plantation sys- 
tem but, after the war, there was 
limited labor available for planting 
and harvesting. Many of the 
African Americans didn't have the 
capital necessary to develop a 
small farm and their younger gen- 
eration did not really want to work 
in the fields. They wanted to go to 
northern cities, finding jobs as 
waiters, porters, or in the new 
industries in places like Detroit 
and Chicago. Because of this the 
African American population was 
decreasing in many areas, and 
Merry felt that the future of the 
Southland depended upon families 
from the North and from Euro- 
pean countries to come into the 
Southland to make homes for 
themselves. This new breed of set- 
tler should not depend on cotton 
but rather introduce new agricul- 
tural practices such as raising gar- 
den truck farms, corn, fruits, live- 
stock, etc. Some of this had cer- 
tainly been going on before the 
Grand Excursion. The travelers 
would see many thriving prosper- 
ous communities (such as Ham- 
mond, Louisiana) in areas where 
just ten years before there were 
unproductive lands. There was a 
community of about 100 families 
of Italians who were shipping hun- 

dreds of crates of strawberries each 
day to Chicago and receiving the 
price of $6 per crate. Merry liked to 
point out that the produce shipped 
to Chicago, New York, and other 
Northern cities was immense. All 
this development of the country- 
side, of course, gave the Illinois 
Central huge profits annually. This 
was their reward for Col. Merry's 
activity in developing the country 
and inducing immigration through 
techniques like the Grant Excur- 
sion. He had enlisted the aid of the 
best real estate agents in the 
Northwest and other parts of the 
country and gave them a wonder- 
ful trip to peak their interests and 
understanding. Meanwhile, 
steamships were bringing in immi- 
grants to New Orleans each year, 
all seeking American opportunities. 

Merry liked to talk about a 
colony of a hundred Hungarian 
families that was expected to 
increase to 500 people within a 
year, and, he stated, "every one of 
them is writing home to their 
friends urging them to join them." 
He could cite example after exam- 
ple of places where, only a few 
years before, there had been desert- 

ed plantations and wild timber 
that had been turned into truck 
farms, ranging from 20 acres on 
up. Merry also emphasized the 
type of people that were arriving. 
He knew that emigrants wanted 
good neighbors if they made the 
transition to the South. He called 
the new Southland people thrifty, 
and progressive. He said they were 
very similar to the people who had 
come to the Northwest and that 
those who had immigrated from a 
European country were the better 
class of people there and had the 
money necessary to buy their pas- 
sage to America and get started. 
They were, according to Col. 
Merry, doing for Mississippi and 
Louisiana what they had already 
done for Minnesota and Wiscon- 
sin. 

Many of the northern people 
knew, and were proud of the fact, 
that Col. Merry's first work in the 
South had been the Vicksburg Park 
Project which some historians 
viewed as one of the wonders of 
the century. Called the father of 
the Vicksburg Park Project, Merry 
was the head of the commission 
that made it a lasting memorial. 

I./? King No. 26 7, "Interior of lackson Square Cathedral, New Orleans. " Saint Louis 
Cathedral, also known as the Basilica of St. Louis, was, in 7 903, and remains today 
the cathedral in the French Quarter of New Orleans, Louisiana. Although not the 
largest or grandest of New Orleans' Catholic churches, it would have impressed the 
men of the Grand Excursion and 1. /? King was eager to get this interior photograph. 
Located next to lackson Square, with its statue of Andrew lackson on horseback, and 
facing the Mississippi River, the St. Louis Cathedral, as a religious and social center, 
remains to this day one of New Orleans' most recognizable landmarks. 



He personally had secured the pas- 
sage of the bill by Congress for the 
necessary appropriations, working 
with Senators Allison and Hender- 
son of Iowa. There was some per- 
sonal sadness attached to Col. 
Merry, however, as he began the 
Grand Excursion. In January of 
1903 his wife, Emma, had passed 
away. She was buried along side 
his four sons who had all died 

I./? K~ng No. 262, "Canal Street, New Orleans, Looking North. " Canal Street was a 
very busy street in 7 903. It remains today an important wide thoroughfare In the city 
of New Orleans. The name of the avenue comes from a planned canal which was to 
connect the Mississippi River to Lake Pontchartrain, but it was never constructed. One 
end of Canal Street is at the Mississippi River and the other end is in Mid-City at a 
collection of cemeteries. At the time of the Grand Excursion, Canal Street was the 
main shopping district of Greater New Orleans and also a hub of the street car system. .......................................................................................................................................................... 

young. A year after the Grand 
Excursion, happiness returned for 
Col. Merry when he married for a 
second time. 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 
].I? King No. 256, "Interior of Old French Market, New Orleans." King, in this photo- 
graph, couldn't capture the smells and the noise of the Old French Market but he was 
certainly aware of them. With the hanging meats and other food items, this would 
have been a busy place each day for the residents of New Orleans and a fascinating 

An unknown member of the 
Grand Excursion, after returning 
from the trip, took time to write 
an article that appeared in the 
Waterloo (Iowa) Times-Tribune. Writ- 
ing in diary form of the day-to-day 
experiences of the group, these 
newspaper with 
King's stereOgra~hs, provide us 

marketplace for the northerners. 

i 



with an intriguing story of the trip. 
With some of the editing correct- 
ed, but none of the grammar or 
spelling, here is his story: 

May 18 - May 19,1903 
Leavinq Waterloo on the 7 o'clock 

train, wearrived in Chicago at about 
7:00 a.m. We had about twenty minutes 
in which to eat breakfast which made us 
hustle through the long line of coaches 
and through the large depot to the 
restaurant nearby, which were hardly 
prepared to handle 150 people which 
dropped in upon them, all eager to get 

/ . I?  King No. 258, "New Orleans, Unloading Raw Sugar from Cuba, from Steamer 
Cayo Mona, London." Ships from throughout the world were using the port of New 
Orleans by the time of the visit of the Grand Excursion, including this steamer from 
England. The extension of the Illinois Central tracks, and the double track to Chicago, 
had opened up the city to the rest of America. Sugar from Cuba had been especially 
important since the mid- 7 800s ond, after 7 898, there had been numerous American 
investments in this import. 

their wants filled immediately. After 
boarding the cars we were hustled across 
the great prairie state of Illinois which is 
very similar to Iowa exception that the 
land as a rule is more level. The buildings 
as a rule do not show up as well as in 
this state. It was also looking quite dry 
from the cars on our way down but on 

our way back it was looking wet enough, 
as low places were all filled with water. 
At 7:00 p.m., the 19th we arrived in 
Centralia (Illinois) and had over one hour 
for supper, after which we had a little 
time in which to see the town as there 
was a street fair in progress. It made it 
somewhat lively. This is the only city on 

I the route that still has horse cars for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. P King No. 259, "5.5. Cayo Mona at New Orleans. .. " deck detail. 
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