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A taste of the late '40s through the early '60s found 

I by Mark Willke I presumably located in Astoria, 

Rooftop Treasures 

I thought these two views compli- 
mented each other nicely, even 
though they are completely 

unrelated. Both feature eye-catch- 
ing oversized objects on roofs for 
advertising purposes, which are a 
lot of fun to view in 3-D. 

The first slide was photographed 
right here in Oregon by an 
unknown photographer. It shows 
an official weigh station for the 
Astoria Salmon Derby, which was 

where the Columbia River flows 
into the Pacific Ocean. I had not 
heard of this derby before, and a 
Google search provided only limit- 
ed information. It was apparently 
an annual 7-day event first held in 
1936, with prizes for those who 
caught the largest salmon. It was 
still being held in the 'SOs, but I 
was unable to find mention of 
when it officially ended. 

The town of Chinook on the 
Washington side of the Columbia 
also held an annual salmon derby, 

I amateur stereo slides 

and entrants in that derby could 
have their fish weighed at the 
Astoria Salmon Derby weigh sta- 
tions. The sign on the far left men- 
tions this second derby, so it is not 
clear which derby was in progress 
when this view was taken (or per- 
haps they both ran at the same 
time?) This unlabeled slide pro- 
vides no information, but I sure 
like that giant fish on top! 

The roof decor in the second 
view is not quite as dimensional 
and realistic as that in the first, but 
it is still fun. This small Dairy 
Queen appears to offer walk-up 
service only, with no seating. Most 
of the numerous signs in the win- 
dow are just small enough to be 
unreadable, although I do see one 
promoting the "Flying Saucer" ice 
cream treat (which looks quite sim- 
ilar to today's Dilly Bar) for 106. 

This unlabeled slide from a dif- 
ferent unknown photographer was 
mounted in an older-style (gray 
with red edges) Kodachrome card- 
board mount, and offers no clues 
about the subject's location. 39 

is column combines a love of stereo 
photography with a fondness for 1950s-era r 

styling, design and decor by sharing an 
- - 

stereo slides shot in the "golden age" o 
Stereo Realist-the late 1940s through 
early 1960s. From clothing and hairstyl 
home decor to modes of transportation, these 
frozen moments of time show what things 
were really like in the middle of the twentieth 
century If you've found a classic 50s-era slide 
that you would like to share through tl-'. 
column, please send it to: Fifties Flavor 
Finds, 56 10 SE 71 st, Portland, OR 972 

As space allows, we will select a cou 
images to reproduce in each issue. This 
a contest-just a place to share and enjoy. 
Please limit your submission to a single slide. 
If the subject, date, location, photographer or 
other details are known, please send that 

ong too, but we'll understand if it's n 
/ailable. Please include return postagt 
)ur slide. Slides will be returned withir 
4 weeks, and while we'll treat your sli 

carefully as our own, Stereo World ano me 
NSA assume no responsibility for its Safety. 
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EDITORS WEW Comments 
and Observations 
john Dennis 

e checks pay 
erc pleace rer 
l a t~ona l  Mor 

T he realm of stereography is 
alive and well on the printed 
page, as evidenced by the three 

reviews of stereo related books in 
this issue, with at least three 

tiona pic A: 

ly been able to put that passion for 
the universe beyond stage, studio 
and stereoscope into words and 
pictures, as one of three authors of 

a major new popular 

ciation. 
lstal Money 
t U.S. hank. 

biggest questions up front, with 
"when & where" diagrams, maps 
and photos for nearly every possi- 
ble topic from the known to mat- 
ters of pure conjecture. 

ssocia 

Another NSA member, David 
Burder, contributed to the latter 
with a multi-frame animated 
lenticular for the book's cover, 
depicting what the Big Bang could 
have looked like, had there been a 
place outside of existence from 
which to view it. (No doubt as it 
would have appeared from the 
wonderfully imaginative vantage 
point of Douglas Adams' "Big Rang 
Burger Bar".) Page after page of 
amazing color imagery from Hub- 
ble, other telescopes, and several 
probes and landers is balanced 
with clearly organized text that 
strives in every instance to answer 
natural first questions like "so, 
where and when are WE in all 
this?" For ordering information, 
see www.~ueenworld.com/ 
banasection/merchandisebang- 

more awaiting the astronomy book titled 
next issue! Most are by BANG! The Complete 
NSA people, but the History of the Universe. 
writing talents of our With co-author 
members are far from astronomers (and BBC 
limited to topics TV science stars) Sir 
involving dual lenses ... Patrick Moore and 

BANG! Chris Lintott, he has 
helped produce a 

Besides his obvious work which, as the 
interest in stereo history title indicates, covers 
(Vol. 31 No. 4) Brian Ma in plain English the 
has had a passion for essence of all that is 
astronomy since before known and/or theorized 

greatest inspiration." 
Dr. Sack's recent writing specifi- 

callv on stereo vision ameared in 

thebook.htm or write Queen Fan 
Club, P.O.Rox 141, West Horsley, 
Surrey, KT24 9AJ, England. 

Please start my one-year subscri tion to P 
Top 25! 

Stereo World magazine and enrol me as a While not a new publication, 
another book by an NSA member 

member of the National Stereoscopic Association. 
-- ~ -- 

made the news recently when The 

U.S. membership mailed third class ($32). 
Man Who Mistook His Wife for a 
Hat and Other Clinical Tales by 

U.S. membership mailed first class for faster delivery ($44). Oliver Sacks was named Number 
18 among "the 25 greatest science 

All international memberships ($44). books ever written" in the Decem- 
Send a sample copy (U.S. $6.00, all other $7.50). ber, 2006 issue of DISCOVER maga- 

zine! His 1985 book tells the sto- 
Please maka able to the National Stereoscopic Asso 0 ries of patients with unusual neu- 

Foreign memh~ nit in U.S. dollars with a Canadian Po rological disorders "...in lively 
order, an Inter1 ley Order, or a foreign bank draft on  ; prose with the gentle affection of a 

country doctor on house call and a 
contagious sense of wonder." (Not 
unlike the also famous Awaken- 
ings.) DISCOVER concludes, 
"Legions of neuroscientists now 
probing the mysteries of the 

State Zip human brain cite this book as their 

the popularity of Queen propelled 
him into rock star f a n e  and a busy 
life of music writing, performing 
and production. Now he has final- 

PO Box 86708, Portland, OR 97286 thejune 19, 2006 issue'of The New 
he Only National Organization Devoted Exclusively To Stereo Photography, Stereoviews, and 3-D Imaging Techniques Yorker. See also SW Vol. 32 No. 3, 

page 18, column. three. em 

about the origins of the universe 
(or universes?) from start to finish. 
It approaches the subject of gener- 
al astronomy by tackling all the 

I 



ESCAPE! 
Into the Third Dimension 
at the NSA/ISU Convention/Congress, Boise, ldaho July 10-1 7 2007 

ost of the trips have been set 
up and prices are being 
firmed UD. There will be four 

half day trips A d  two full day 
trips. The half day trips will be 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
at the start of the convention and 
the full day trips will be Monday 
and Tuesday after the convention. 

Now is the time to request a slot 
for a workshop. If you want to pre- 
sent one or just have an idea for 
one, please contact the workshop 
chair-Betsy Choules at 
workshops@ddd~hotogra~hv.com . 

A stereo art gallery is being 
planned and will include large for- 
mat stereo prints, the SSA Card 
competition, medium format 
slides, phantograms, and whatever 
else we can come up with. 

The host hotel will be the Grove 
Hotel, located in the heart of 
downtown Boise at 245 South 
Capitol Blvd. Room rates are 
$105.00 per night for a single or 
double, good from July 8 th to  July 
19th. Make your reservations now 
at (888) 961-5000. Be sure and tell 
them you are with the NSA con- 
vention or give them the promo- 
tion code 2685! 

This design by NSA member Terry Wilson, with 3-D conversion by Ray Zone, won the com- 
petition for the 2007 convention logo. The contest, offering a free convention registration, 
was run via the internet and required some fairly specific graphic elements in the design. It 
had to be usable in both color and black and white, simple enough for small printing but 
with enough information for good stereo, and include 2007, NSA, ISU, and ldaho as well 
as possibly the outline of the state, mountains, trees, streams,and the NSA and ISU logos. 
There were eleven entries from nine different people in the U.S. and several other countries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

"Cell Block C" by David 
Kesner. A tour of the 
old ldaho Penitentiary, 
about two miles from 
the convention hotel, 
will be part of Trip #4 
during 2007's conven- 
tion/congress. The 
structure was built in 
7870 and was in use 
until 1973. 

As always, the latest information please check there often, 
is available on the website so httv://2007.nsa3d.org. 98 1 

Joint 33"' NSA Convention Joint 33w NSA Convention 



THE SOCIETY News from the 
Stereoscopic Society of America 
Ray Zone 

SSA 1 lth International 
Stereo Card Exhibition 
A ccording to Exhibition Co- 

Chairs Linda and David 
Thompson,"It was definitely 

'Hot Miami, Cool 3-Dl at the judg- 
ing for the 11th SSA Stereo Card 
Exhibition held at the 2006 NSA 
Convention in Miami, Florida. We 
had a great time viewing some 
wonderful Stereo Cards submitted 
by 33 entrants from several coun- 
tries. 

"We had the fun of viewing all 
the entries, but thankfully didn't 
have to make the tough decision 
of who the award wiiners are. We 
had three great judges this year: 
Dennis Green, Lawrence Kaufman, 
and Phyllis Maslin. We would like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
them for their hard work and 
patience in judging 131 cards, 
which had to be narrowed down 
to approximately 45% accepted. 
The cards were scored from 5 to 9, 
making a possible score of 15 to 27 
points. 

"Along with the judges we 
would like to thank the sponsors 
for the awards this year; Walter 

SSA I 1  judges Dennis Green, Phyllis 
Maslin and Lawrence Kaufman. 

Dubronner, Bill Patterson, Mary 
Ann Rhoda, Ernie Rairdin, Jack 
Cavender, Bill Walton, Ray Zone, 
and the Stereo Club of Southern 
California. 

"We would also like to thank 
NSA for sharing frames and space 
with us at the Convention and the 
Cascade Stereo Club and 3-D Cen- 
ter in Portland, Oregon for show- 
ing the Exhibition at their August 
meeting. 

SSA 1 1 Co-Chairs Linda and David 
Thompson. 

"We would like to point out that 
it is not necessary to be an SSA 
member to compete in our annual 
exhibition, even though most of 
the entrants are members. We look 
forward to seeing your work at the 
joint NSAIISU ConventionICon- 
gress in Boise, Idaho next year." 

SSA 11 Awards 
Rest of Show (PSA Gold): 

Bruno Braun M5 
"Kinderarbeit" 

Best of Show (PSA 
Gold), "Kinderorbeit" 
by Bruno Braun. 



Rest SSA Member (Yellowfoot Award, 
sponsor: Walter Dubronner): 
David W. Allen, 
"Colored Leaves in the Grass" 

Rest Novice (Less than 18 PSA 
acceptances, sponsor: SCSC): 
Harold Jacobsohn, 
"Native American Musician" 

Rest Portrait (Keystone Award, 
sponsor: N. Bill Patterson): 
Michael Rittner, "Roricua 11" 

Rest Scenic (Ray Rohman Award, 
sponsor: Ernie Rairdin): 
Robert Bloomberg 5*, "Stonehenge" 

Rest Photojournalism (Muscogee 3-D 
Award, sponsor: Rill Walton): 
Robert Rloomberg S*, 
"Cremation (Tamil Nadu, India)" 

Rest Hyper (Infinity Award, 
sponsor: Team Thompson): 
Dale Walsh S*, 
"Downtown Montreal at Night" 

T" e Stereoscopic Society of America is a 
group of currently active stereo photogra- 

phers who circulate their work by means of 
postal folios. Both print and transparency for- 
mats are used, and several groups are oper- 
ating folio circuits to met the needs in each 
format. Wh 
and makes 
of the othei 
view, which 

en a folio ar 
comments a 
participant: 

I has travelei 

rives, a men 
In each of th 
5. His or her 
i the circuit 

]her views 
e entries 
own 
and has 

been examined and commented upon by the 
other members, is removed and replaced with 
a new entry. The folio then continues its end- 
less travels around the circuit. Many long dis- 
tance friendships have formed among the 
participants in this manner over the years. 

Stereo photographers who may be interest- 
ed in Society membership should contact the 
Membership Secretary, Les Gehman. 3736 
Rochdale Dr., Fort Collin 
282-9899, les@aehman.( 

Winner of the Best SSA Member (Yellowfoot Award, sponsor: Walter Dubronner), 
"Colored Leaves in  the Crass" by David W. Allen. 

Best Humor 
(sponsor: Mary Ann Rhoda): 
Larry Ferguson, "Jocelyn" 

Best Architecture (Frank Lloyd 
Wright Award, sponsor: 
Jack E. Cavendar): 
Cecil A. Stone 3*, 
"St. Francisco de Asis" 

Best Presentation (Walter S. Cotton 
Award, sponsor: Ray Zone): 
Terry Wilson, 
"Beneath Dormitory Range" 

Judges' Choice Awards 
Bruno Braun M5, 
"Streitende Pinguine" 

Robert Leonard, MS I1 
"Eyes Behind the Mask" 
Boris Starosta, "Memory" 

Honorable Mentions 
John Ballou "USS Hornet" 
Robert Bloomberg 5* 
"Ferret Face" 
Ron Fredrickson "Lichen Fantasy" 
Norm Henkels "Stargazer" 
Dale Walsh 5* 
"Mt. Tremblant Village Noel" 
Dale Walsh 5* "Lynn Valley Falls" 
Terry Wilson "Angelica" a@@ 

GONE MADDD 

"'ADVENTURES IN  THE THIRD-DEMENTIA." "ADVENTURES IN  THE THIRD-DEMENTIA. " 



The Search for 

Rossier 
Early Photographer of China and Japan 

by Terry Bennett 

T he identity of the ghost-like, 
nineteenth-century photogra- 
pher, P. Rossier, has until now 

eluded photo-historians, and this 
has always been frustrating for 
those who are interested in the 
early photography of China and 
Japan. Rossier is known to have 
had some involvement with the 
London firm of Negretti and Zam- 
bra who published, in stereograph- 
ic form, the first commercial views 
of those countries between the 
years 1859 and 1861. Furthermore, 
Japanese sources all agree that in 
1860, whilst in Nagasaki for a few 
weeks, Rossier taught wet-plate 

photography to Ueno Hikoma, 
Horie Kuwajiro, Maeda Genzo and 
others. The collection at the 
Siebold Museum, Nagasaki also 
contains a photograph of Alexan- 
der Siebold, taken by Rossier at 
Nagasaki in 1859. 

The British National Archives 
have panoramic photographs of 
Nagasaki taken by Rossier in 1860, 
and these are referred to in the 
official correspondence between 
the British Consul at Nagasaki and 
the British Minister at Yedo. Two 
contemporary references to the 
photographer refer to him as M. 
Rossier. This can well be interpret- 

Pierre Rossier, Views in China No. 103, "Canton. Croup of Chinese Ladies. " From 
Negretti and Zambra's series of 50 stereographs, 1859. 

ed as Monsieur Rossier and easily 
lead to the conclusion that his 
nationality was French-particular- 
ly as 'Rossier' is a French name. 
These scattered pieces of informa- 
tion, when pieced together, told us 
very little indeed about Rossier. 
However, the identity of Rossier 
can now be revealed, together with 
other details which prove that he 
was a very significant figure indeed 
when it comes to assessing the his- 
tory of photography in the Far 
East. 

Pierre Joseph Rossier was born 
on the 16th July, 1829 in Grandsi- 
vaz, a small village in the Canton 
of Freiburg, Switzerland. That 
Rossier's nationality has turned out 
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Pierre Rossier, Views in China No. 27, "Canton. loss House." From Negretti and Zam- museums. From the printed cap- 
bra's series of 50 stereographs, 1859. .......................................................................................................................................................... tions on either the front or the 

to be Swiss is not a real surprise to 
me. Some time ago I noticed refer- 
ences to a photographer, 'P. 
Rossier,' having produced 1860s or 
1870s stereoview photographs of 
Freiburg and Einsiedeln in Switzer- 
land.' Given the stereo format of 
the Negretti and Zambra series, 
this seemed to me to be too much 
of a co-incidence. On the other 
hand, Rossier was not an uncom- 
mon name. And Freiburg is, and 
was, a French-speaking area of 
Switzerland. 

I needed to check the Swiss 
museums to see what holdings, if 
any, they might have of Rossier's 
photographs. Fortunately, I was 
introduced to the Swiss photo- 
curator, Sylvie Henguely, without 
whose help the task would have 
been very difficult indeed. Using 
her connections and specialist 
knowledge, Sylvie uncovered a 
number of stereos and cartes-de- 
visite, of Swiss scenes and portraits, 
scattered across various Swiss 

I .......................................................................................................................................................... 
Pierre Rossier, Views in China No. 3, "Panorama of Canton. " From Negretti and Zam- 
bra's series of 50 stereographs, 7859. 

back of the mounts it was clear 
that P. Rossier was a photographer 
who had a studio in Freiburg. 
Other photographs shown to me 
by the Swiss photograph collector, 
Gerard Bourgarel, indicated that 
Rossier also had a studio in Ein- 
siedeln. However, none of the 
museums had anything other than 
Swiss photographs, and no other 
information, including Rossier's 
first name, had come to light. 

Sylvie and I visited the Freiburg 
Town Archives. Apart from being 



exceptionally efficient, the staff I 
Pierre Rossier, Views in China No. 38, "Canton. Portraits of Pey Kwei, the Governor." 
From Negretti and Zambra's series of 50 stereographs, 7859. was most helpful and courteous. .......................................................................................................................................................... 

The head archivist, Hubert Foer- 
ster, helped tremendously; he pro- 
duced trade directories which 
included a photographer named 
Pierre Rossier, copy passports 
issued to him in 1855 and 1872 
and other information also. 
Despite Rossier's being a common 
name in Freiburg, after some time 
we were able to build up a family 
tree. 

Rossier was born into a Catholic 
farming family of modest means, 
the fourth eldest of ten children. 

But unlike his brothers and sisters, 
Pierre was not destined to follow a 
farming career. He must have 
shown early intelligence because, 
at the age of 16, he was given a 
teaching post at a school in the 
nearby village of Mannens-Grand- 
s i v a ~ . ~  A passport was issued to 
Rossier, whose occupation was 
shown as 'photographer', on Octo- 
ber 19th, 1855, for a period of 
three years. Countries noted to be 
visited were France and England, 

Pierre Rossier, Views in China No. 6, "Canton. The Landing Place Panorama of Can- 
ton. " From Negretti and Zambra's series of 50 stereographs, 7859. 

and the purpose of travel was to 
practice his profession as a photog- 
rapher. Rossier was aged 26 and 
described as five feet, three inches 
tall (1.6 meters) with brown hair 
and grey eyes." 

It appears that Rossier was away 
from his country for seven years 
and did not return until early 
1862. In October 1865, in the 
nearby town of Aarau, Rossier mar- 
ried Catharine Barbe Kaelin (1843 - 
1867) who came from Ein~iedeln.~ 
Less than a year later, on July 30th, 
1866, Christophe Marie Pierre 
Joseph was born. Perhaps 



Pierre Rossier, Views in lapon, first serit 
Prince. " Negretti and Zambra, 7 86 7 .  

?s, No. 58a, "jeda. Cemetery of the Nobles and China on his: "...roving commis- 
sion to the East in search of novel- 
ties .... The time seems rapidly 
approaching.. .(to)be able to see 
the most distant corners of the 
world in miniature in the stereo- 
scope ... and the pictures we have 
received of Chinese people, cos- 
tumes, and buildings, will, before 
long, be followed by others of 
Japan.. .The photographer, a por- 
tion of whose work we have before 
us, left Canton, according to his 
instructions, and proceeded to the 
Philippine Islands ..." 

Rossier's detour to the Philip- 
pines is also reported in the Illus- 
trated London News:" "...Some time 
since Messrs. Negretti and Zambra, 
with an amount of enterprise for 
which they deserve the thanks of 
the public, dispatched a represen- 
tative of their firm to China and 
Japan.. . .Having accomplished a 
considerable part of this interest- 
ing and difficult mission, he was 
directed to make his way to the 
Philippine Islands, and visit the 
Taal Volcano." What then follows 
is a report from Rossier, in his own 
words, describing the difficulties 
encountered in securing these 
photographs. 

Neither the Photo~raphic News, 
nor the Illustrated London News, 
mentions the 'representative' by 
name. Unfortunately, Negretti and 
Zambra's early records were 
destroyed in the bombing of Lon- 
don during the Second World War; 
but it seems quite possible that 

Catharine failed to recover from 
the childbirth because, on April 
4th, 1867, she died at the tragically 
young age of 23. 

Pierre continued to work in his 
studio in Freiburg and on May 
24th) 1872, applied for a one-year 
passport to travel to France. I was 
recently referred to a 19th century 
Swiss book on the history of 
Freiburg Canton's notables and 
personalities which mentioned 
that Rossier died in Paris, but does- 
n't give the date, and that he was 
the first photographer to traverse 
the Far East taking photographs: 
"Rossier Pierre, Ier photographe 
ayant parcouru les Indes. decede 21 
Paris." ' 

The Freiburg trade directories 
also show that Rossier's photo-stu- 
dio, based at 211 Place du College, 
was in operation there until at 
least 1876. Sometime between 
1871 and 1884, Rossier married for 
the second time. His wife, Marie 
Virginie Overney, was a domestic 
working for the landlords of 21 1, 
according to the Freibourg Census 
for 1871 which is held in the 
Freiburg Archives. On March 16, 
1884, Joseph Louis, Rossier's sec- 
ond son, was born in Paris. Joseph 
would own a cafe in Vevey, in the 
Canton de Vaud, Switzerland, and 
would die there in 1927.6 All of 
this means we can now deduce 
that Rossier died in Paris sometime 
between 1883 and 1898. We now 

need to turn to non-Swiss sources 
to fill in some of the gaps in his 
life between the years 1855 and 
1862. 

Negretti and Zambra were a very 
successful London firm which spe- 
cialized in the manufacture and 
sale of photographic equipment. 
The firm, which also operated its 
own photo studios, received a con- 
siderable boost when it was 
appointed as official photographer 
to the Crystal Palace Company in 
Sydenham, which opened in 1854. 
Partly because of this, Negretti and 
Zambra became one of the most 
successful photographic businesses 
in the country. Alongside their 
manufacturing concerns, Negretti 
and Zambra was a large retailer of 
stereoscopic views, issuing a signif- 
icant number of collections from 
the early 1850s onwards. Albeit it 
from a position of financial 
strength, the firm took on the 
heavy expense, and uncertainty, of 
sending Rossier to China to photo- 
graph the Second Opium War of 
1858-60. 

These China views were pub- 
lished by Negretti and Zambra in a 
set of 50 in November 1859.' 
Taken almost exclusively in, and 
around Canton they were favor- 
ably reviewed by the photographic 
periodicals of the time.' Interest- 
ingly, one of these reviews makes 
clear that Rossier's instructions 
were not just to restrict himself to 



Rossier was taken onto the Negretti 
and Zambra staff after he left 
Switzerland in 1855. Negretti and 
Zambra, when appointing him for 
the task, may have calculated that 
the neutrality implied by his Swiss 
nationality would have been useful 
in helping him secure passage on 
British or French warships in the 
Far East-a huge advantage for a 
photographer trying to obtain 
images in far-off and otherwise 
inaccessible places. 

1 We get our first official 'sighting' 
of Rossier when the English 
author, Albert Smith, meets him in 
Hong Kong on the 25th August 
1858: "Paid a visit to Messrs. 
Negretti and Zambra's photograph- 
er, M. Rossier, who lived at the 
Commercial Hotel, belonging, I 
believe, to Messrs. Lane and Craw- 
ford. He complained much of the 
effect of the climate on his chemi- 
cals." I' 

It had been thought that the 
Negretti and Zambra's China and 
Japan photographs might have 
been taken by somebody other 
than Rossier-perhaps Walter 
Woodbury, or the British consular 
secretary, Abel Gower. It is now 
clear that Pierre Rossier was the 
photographer: there is absolutely 
no evidence that Woodbury went 
to Japan, and Gower was only an 
amateur.I2 

There are other sources which 
confirm Rossier as Negretti and 
Zambra's photographer. The first is 
particularly significant and comes 

Pierre Rossier, Views in japan, first series, No. 60, "leda. Croup oflapanese officers, 
with Messrs Macdonald, Cower, and Fletcher, Attachb to the British Legation, at 
leda. " Negretti and Zambra, 186 1. Abel Cower (2nd from left), a diplomat and ama- 
teur photographer, was previously wrongly credited with authorship of this series. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

from a private journal, which I 
acquired recently, written by one 
of the officers of the British ship, 
HMS Sampson-the ship charged 
with the task of escorting the 
British Minister, Rutherford Alcock, 
together with the other Consuls, to 
Japan, where they would take up 
their positions ahead of the official 
opening of the country on July lst, 
1859.'"he journal entry for July 
8th, 1859 reads: "I was included 
in a photographic view taken by 
Mr. Rossier, a gentleman we 
brought from Nagasaki, employed 
by the Crystal Palace Company." 
(Negretti and Zambra was almost 
synonymous, at that time, with 
the actual Crystal Palace) From the 
journal it is clear that the photo- 
graph was taken in Yedo (Tokyo) 
on the same day that a party of 
officers inspected Alcock's Legation 
and residence-to-be, Tozenji Tem- 
ple. As the ship also visited Kana- 
gawa and Yokohama, Rossier 
would have had ample opportuni- 
ties to photograph in those places. 

The above excerpt strongly 
implies that Rossier was already in 
Nagasaki when HMS Sampson 
arrived there from Shanghai with 
the consuls on board. If so, it is 
not clear how long Rossier had 
been in Nagasaki. HMS Sampson left 
Nagasaki for Yedo, with Rossier 
and the consuls, on June 20th. 

I 

. . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1859. It is worth noting that Abel 
Gower was one of those on board 
and he may well have become 
friendly with Rossier. There is a 
portrait of Gower, signed 'P. 
Rossier,' in the Leiden University 
photograph collection. 

Rossier's movements around this 
time are, to say the least, sketchy. 
We know that he was in Shanghai 
on June 27th, 1860, staying at the 
exclusive Astor House HotelI4 and 
that prior to that he had been in 
Hong Kong. He may have gone to 
Shanghai for photographic chemi- 
cals. It is far more likely, however, 
that he was there primarily to try 
to convince the British and/or 
French military authorities to 
allow him to accompany them to 
the scene of the imminent conflict 
in North China. If so, it seems as 
though he was singularly unsuc- 
cessful. The British already had 
Felix Beato and John Papillon, and 
the French had du Pin, Fauchery 
and possibly Legrand. Rossier 
would have been devastated. His 
employers, Negretti and Zambra, 
would have expected an explana- 
tion from the 30 year-old Rossier. 
After all, that is why he had been 
sent to China in the first place. 

We know that Rossier was not in 
Peking during the sacking of the 
Summer Palace on the 18th and 
19th of October because he was in 
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