


A taste o f  the late q 0 s  through the early '60s found in amateur stereo slides 

I by Mark Willke --- --- I One of his pastimes while not at I bonus is that fact that a few of the I 
Stereo at the Ball Game 

T he collection of stereo slides 
which was the source of last 
issue's pair of barber shop 

views continues to provide this 
column with fun images. The pho- 
tographer was apparently a barber 
in a suburb of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, and while many of the views 
in the collection were taken in or 
immediately outside of his shop, 
he also recorded other facets of his 
life in stereo. 

work was apparently going to the 
ball game with his buddies. He 
attempted to capture the action on 
the field in stereo on several occa- 
sions, but even though he was 
shooting from right near the front 
of the bleachers, little depth is visi- 
ble among the distant players. 

Fortunately though, he some- 
times turned the camera toward 
closer subjects-other fans attend- 
ing the games-and ended up with 
some wonderful portraits. An extra 

shots included stereo equipment! 
Our first image shows a couple 

of gentlemen enjoying the game, 
or at least some beer. The man in 
front has a Stereo Realist around 
his neck, and since the photogra- 
pher was also shooting with a 
stereo camera, I'm guessing stereo 
photography was a common inter- 
est in that circle of friends. This 
Kodachrome slide is mounted in a 
cardboard slip-in mount with no 
date noted, but other slides from 
this photographer show dates from 
1952 into the later 50s. 

Our second slide (also unlabeled, 
in an older-style [gray with red 
edges] Kodachrome cardboard 
mount) shows possibly one of the 
same men from the first slide at 
what appears to be the same stadi- 
um but during a warmer time of 
year. He is displaying a (Revere?) 
stereo viewer, and while I'm not 
sure why he took it to the game, I 
would guess that perhaps he want- 
ed to show his friends some slides 
taken at previous games. 963 

is column combines a love of stereo 
photography with a fondness for 1950s-era r' 

styling, design and decor by sharing amateur 
itprpo ilidpi ihnt in t h ~  "aoMpn a o ~ "  of the 

column, please send it to: Fifties Flavored 
Finds, 5610 SE 71st, Portland, OR 97206. 

As space allows, we will select a couple of 
images to reproduce in each issue. This is not 
a contest-just a place to share and enjoy. 
Please limit your submission to a single slide. 
If the subject, date, location, photographer or 
other details are known, please send that 
along too, but we'll understand if it's not 
available. Please include return postage with 
your slide. Slides will be returned within 6 to 
14 weeks, and while we71 treat your slide as 
carefully as our own, Stereo World and the 
NSA assume no responsibility for its safety. 
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EDITORS I~EW Comments 
and Observations 
john Dennis 

NSA's Deep Regional Assets 

W e used to regularly run a 
map of the NSA Regions 
across the U.S. , showing the 

names and addresses of the various 
Regional Directors. It took up an 
entire page, and whenever names 
or regional boundaries were 
changed it became quite a job to 
update the hand drawn map, so it 
vanished from the magazine. The 
list is always available via the 
"About NSA" link at www.stereoview 
a but it will now also appear in 
Stereo World on occasion. 

As travel continues to become 
more expensive, many members 
may be more able to reach events 
within their region than those 
across the country. This could 
make the function of NSA regions 
more important than ever-espe- 
cially those in which it's possible 

to organize events involving trade 
fairs, projection shows, auctions, 
workshops etc. (Regional meetings 
in Ohio have even expanded to a 
2-day event.) 

The NSA is divided into geo- 
graphic regions with a Director 
assigned to each, as your represen- 
tative. Please contact your regional 
Director for information about 
local events or NSA activities. If 
you would like to host a regional 
activity please contact either your 
Director or the NSA Vice Presi- 
dent-Activities. 

We again have two Canadian 
directors, one for the east and one 
for the west. And there is still an 
open region-Delaware Valley-for 
anyone interested in becoming a 
regional Director. The job involves 
working with and encouraging any 
local stereo groups, organizing 

I'lease start my one-year subscri tion to 
Stereo World magazine and enrol me as a 

--  - - 

P 
member of the National Stereoscopic Association. 
- - - -- 

U.S. membership mailed third class ($32). 

U.S. membership mailed first class for faster delivery ($44). 

C] All international memberships ($44). 

I 

I Send a sample copy (U.S. $6.00, all other $7.50). 

Please make checks payable to the National Stereoscopic Association. 
Foreign members please remit in U.S. dollars with a Canadian Postal Money 
order, an International Money Order, or a foreign bank draft on a U.S. bank. 

Address I 
State Zip I 

tional l Stert loscopic Association 
I PO Box 86708, Portland, OR 97286 I 

The Only National Or~anization Devoted Exclusi\~elv To Stereo Photography, Stereoriews, and 3-D imaging Techniques. 

regional NSA meetings when and 
where supported by members, 
informing regional members of 
upcoming photographica or cam- 
era shows, notable films, 3-D 
gallery or historical exhibits, plus 
promoting the NSA at any such 
events or in any local media where 
possible. 
N e w  E n g l a n d  (ME, NH, VT, MA, CT, RI): 

Jan Rurandt, Boston, MA 
Jan(dmake3Dimages.com 

M e t r o  N e w  York City:  Greg Dinkins, 
New York, NY dinking(nlamnh.org 

D e l a w a r e  Val ley  (PA, DE, NJ, Upstate 
NY): Open 

M i d d l e  At lant ic  (VA, MD, NC, DC): 
Mike Canter, Greenbelt, MD 
Pssv3d(~~aol.com 

S o u t h e a s t  (FL, AL, GA, MS, SC): Mike 
Griffith, Liburn GA 
vanselo(~~email.msn.com 

Eastern M i d w e s t  (KY, OH, WV, TN): 
George Themelis, Rrecksville OH 
drt-3d(n'att.net 

U p p e r  M i d w e s t  (MN, WI, IA, ND, SD): 
Tom Martin, Golden Valley MN 
tlmartin(n'bitstream.net 

Centra l  M i d w e s t  ([I,, IN, MI, MO): 
Dennis Green, Ferndale MI 
dennisgreen(n'comcast.net 

S o u t h  Centra l  (TX, OK, KS, LA, AR): 
Eddie Rowers, Dallas TX 
eddieb(n'microsoft.com 

M o u n t a i n  (CO, WY, NE): Dan Shelley, 
Colorado Springs CO 
dshellev(n'ddde$ign.com 

West  south (So CA, So NV, HI): 
Lawrence Kaufman, Corona, CA 
kaufman3d(nlearthlink.net 

W e s t  n o r t h  (No CA, No NV): Robert 
Bloomberg, Forest Knolls CA 
~b3d(n'attbi.com 

S o u t h w e s t  (AZ, UT, NM): Tom Dory, 
Gilbert, AZ thomas.s.dory(~~inteI.com 

N o r t h w e s t  (WA, OR, AK, MT, ID): Mike 
Kenenbrock, Reaverton OR (metro 
Portland) michaelk(nY~hoto-3d.com 

Europe: Alexander Klein, Stuttgart, 
Germany, +49 (71 1) 5208768-2 
klein(~~stereosco~v.com 

C a n a d a  east:  Robert Wilson, Toronto, 
ON rmvils(n1svrnpatico.ca 

C a n a d a  w e s t :  Rolf Eipper, Vancouver, 
RC Canada rolfs-3d(n'telu~.net 



LETTERS Reader's 
Comments 
and Questions 

Three Holmes Library Views 

1 t is with dismay that I read of 
the closing of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library. While research- 

ing my dissertation, I spent at least 
four full days at the former St. 
Davids' location, graciously assist- 
ed by Mr. Raymond Holstein. The 
assistance of Mr. Holstein and the 
benefit of this library helped to 
make my conclusions possible, and 
I cannot begin to express the 
depth of my gratitude to this man 
and to the NSA for the opportunity 
to so freely research the collection. 

I understand the pressure upon 
institutions and the rising costs 
incurred in maintaining the physi- 
cal locations of research facilities. 
Yet, the benefit of research libraries 
cannot, absolutely cannot be mea- 
sured in the number of visitors 
who come through the door. The 
number of persons seeking special 
collections will always be few, but 
their numbers are offset by the 
seriousness of their inquiry. One 
devoted scholar can change histo- 
ry, and perhaps through one visit. 
That one scholar, through the ben- 
efit of a special collection that few 
visit, may reach a generation of 
thinkers, teachers, readers, and 
advocates. It is a fallacious assump- 
tion that "head count" matters. 
This populist viewpoint unfortu- 
nately leads to the unavailability 
of materials to the people most 
passionate about and able to com- 
municate their history. 

It is shocking that the member- 
ship of the NSA was not allowed 
representation in this vital deci- 
sion. I read of it for the first time 
in the MayIJune issue of Stereo 
World that arrived via first class 
post only a few days ago. Many of 
us in the NSA community could 
have contributed to the decision 
making process. If the library 
could not be saved, then some of 
us surely could have offered solu- 
tions as to keeping the collection 
in tact elsewhere, such as in the 
spacious, under-utilized special col- 
lections department of Penn State, 
Harrisburg. The Helen Mosley Col- 

lection should by all means be 
kept in tact. The decision to break 
up the collection, based on the 
assumption that it would not be 
safe in any one place (editorial), 
appears to be laboring under the 
presumptive that there exists no 
institution devoted to keeping 
donated collections together. How 
many have been surveyed? My 
scholarly impression is that more 
than a few, such as the American 
Antiquarian Society, would want to 
keep the NSA treasures together. 
But the membership has not been 
asked for its assistance. It appears 
that all decisions are already made 
and that our input as to the 
resources of our organization is of 
no interest to the board. 

I was in for further shock when I 
realized that stereoviews and texts 
from the collection have been auc- 
tioned on ebay since prior to 
March 30, 2006. The seller 
"OWHSRL" has been registered 
since March 8th. Why was the 
membership not notified of this by 
the board? Only an editorial facing 
the announcement by Mr. Moor in 
Stereo World made this public, to 
my knowledge. Items have been 
sold off, many at below market 

rate, for a full two months before 
the members were informed. 
Though I have great pride and 
respect for the NSA as a whole, I 
must say that this turn of events 
suggests insider favoritism, and it 
is not becoming a membership 
organization. 

1 am embarrassed to note this 
history, and I am forced to register 
my protest of the dismissive man- 
ner in which the members of the 
organization were excluded from 
the decision making process as 
well as the questionable way our 
library has been put up for auction 
without due notice. 

Melody Davis, PI!. D. 
Camp Hill, PA 

In addition to information or1 the NSA 
website, NSA Presidetit Lawrerlce Karrfrrlarl 
armolrnced the initial ebay sale of  come 
Library holdings on Marcli 24 ,  2006, or1 
pl1oto-3d(nI,ohoo,~ro11p~.corn. Ac a crcntzrre of 
tlie print media, I wolrld liove b ~ e n  Iiappi- 
er i f  time and circlrm~tances lion allowed 
a detailed annormcermnt to be made 
rnlrcli earlier i n  Stereo World to ~ i w  tlie 
fir11 membership advatice riotice. Tlie prec- 
wres stetntnit7,y from tlicl I o c ~  of tlie 
Library's donated cpoce clearly rcs~rlted in 
a lack of  adeqlmte cornmrrriicatiori a t  first. 
TImt led to some early perceptiori~ of  ari 
~lncoordinated or it7eqlritnhle dicpc'rcal of 

GONE MADDD by AARON WARNER 
7-n hv Rnv 7nne 

I T  WASN'T UNTIL CHRISTMAS BEFCRE 
ANYONE U ISCOVERED CHARLIE'S 
GIRLFRIEND WAS JUST A REALLY 

GOOD LENTICULAR 

I T  WASN'T UNTI  L CHRISTMAS BEF3RE 
ANYONE DISCOVERED CHARLIE'S 
GIRLFRIEND WAS JUST A REALLY 

G O 0 0  LENTICULAR 



Library Iloldin,y.r in tlre initial ebay alrc- 
tions. R~r t  tlre many  l~rrndreds of people 
wlro discrrss, blry and sell stereoscopic 
items via the interiret corrstitlrte a t l~ron~y 
far too lacye and wide rangii~~y for them to 
he considered "insiders". 

- Ed. 

It was with much dismay I read 
in the MayIJune issue of the 
demise of the Holmes Library. I'm 
appalled that parts of such a valu- 
able historical collection are now 
being sold to the highest bidder on 
eRay. I was not, however, surprised 
that the decision to do so was 
made without member input or 
notification. This simply follows 
the format of the organization for 
many years now. Maybe this indi- 
cates the by-laws need to be revis- 
ited. Larry Moor indicated that 
"some" of the money raised will be 
used to help NSA continue improv- 
ing Stereo World, support our com- 
munity in more advantageous 
ways and promote the organiza- 
tion. Where's the rest going? Is a 

list available of the institutions1 
museums which have been 
approached to take part of the col- 
lection? Portland, Oregon has a 
wonderful facility and I'm sure a 
good home there could be found 
for some of it. Also, I'm assuming 
that since the collection lost the 
use of the Eastern College facility 
in 1997 and moved to the auto 
parts store of the Sells some adver- 
tising was done to let people know 
where it was. You can hardly look 
at low visitorship when people 
don't know where it is and what 
the open hours are. This is a deci- 
sion many of us will regret. 

Nancy Sobottka 
Florence, OR 

Fzrndr from the Library alrctions will 
also be rrsed to restore tlre NSA Researcl~ 
Grant program for writers, and for PR 
efforts (targeted advertising and new 
brochlrres) to brrild membership. The  rest 
will restore a small reserve in tlre NSA 
treasrrry, nrrrently just barely eno1r~y11 to 
cover a year's closely trimmed prrblication 

expenses. A fir11 list of  ir~stifrrtioirs receiv- 
ing Library materials will l7e prrhlislied as 
soon as the dispcJr.sol is complete. Port- 
l and !~  30  Center of  Art orrtl Pl~oto~qraplry 
(ww.3Dcenti~r.rr.r) llos received 15 cartons 
of materiol from tlie Library, and irr tlre 
words of Ceriter Director Diane Rrrlien, 
"Tlre Center will now be tlrc repository of 
inrrcl~ of  the liistory of 3-D imqyery irr 
America." 

- Ed. 

While the decision to disperse 
the OWHSRL1s holdings is said to 
have been taken in accordance 
with "the rules", I don't recall hav- 
ing seen those rules published in 
Stereo World. While the "done 
deal" presentation of it in our 
MayIJune issue of Stereo World is 
firmly in the tradition of the top- 
down NSA organization, it's sur- 
prising that the courtesy of invit- 
ing input from donors of record is 
not. 

Croi'y Danie1.s 
Nortlr Rerrd OR FSO 

3D 
I 

I 

FLIP I l 4  3-D to Flip Over 
BOOK I A 

review by Iohn Dennis 

Shab Levy 

I incorporate some complex 

flip book. Most of the 2.5" x 4" 
books have 40 pages printed on 
high quality photo paper and can 
be flipped smoothly with a little 

I n what he believes to be the first 
effort of its type, stereographer 
Shab Levy has published a 

delightful series of anaglyphic 3-D 
animated flip books incorporating 
multiple image elements moving 
through several depth planes. 

While the small books may be 
short on plot, the 3-D pictures 

motions presented in smooth (not 
jumpy) movie-like animation- 
depending of course on the flip- 
ping skill of your thumb. Particu- 
larly well done is Snow People in 30 
Series 002, in which a snowball 
seems to be thrown by the viewer 
into the frame in the best tradition 
of Charles Bronson in Horise of 
Wax. In another ~ossible first for a 
flip book, one of the characters 
utters a brief expletive midway 
through the action! 

Three of the books were pro- 
duced using a classic stop-motion 
animation cycle of 36 frames while 
the other four so far completed use 
a digital 3-D rendering and anima- 
tion program. Coming next in the 
series are books that convert an 
actual short 3-D movie into a 3-D 

practice. 
Each book comes in a plastic bag 

with glasses, and prices depend on 
the number of pages. Available 
titles include: Kotty Divo Series 000 
(48 Images) $18, Cat Womon Series 
001 (36 Images) $10, Snow People 
Series 002 (36 Images) $10, Orbits 
Series 003 (36 Images) $10, Packing 
Crrbes Series 004 (36 Images) $10. 
Pocking Crrbes Series 0041;(72 
Images) $18, Tlie Pickrrp Series 005 
(36 Images) $10, TokeorSeries 006 
(72 Images) $18. 

Ten titles are planned for the 
series, and the complete set will 
later be available in a special bind- 
ing box. Covers and sample gif 
animations can be viewed on 
the artist's website 
www.~ravitram.com/fli~, books.htm. 



Comina to the 3D Center 
nly rarely are upcoming 
events at Portland's unique 
3D Center of Art & Photogra- 

phy scheduled far enough in 
advance for promotion in Stereo 
World, but the following three 
make pleasing exceptions. 

"Drawing in Space" will exhibit 
stereoscopic drawings by Vladimir 
Tamari (See S W  Vol. 31 No. 5 page 
16) and will include one of his 
3DDD drawing devices, September 
28 through November 5, 2006. The 
3D Center will offer two stereo- 
scopic drawing workshops in con- 
junction with the exhibit. 

Running through the same dates 
in the 3D Center theater will be 
John Roll's 3-D slide show 
"Canyons and Valleys". A recep- 
tion for both events is scheduled 
October 5th from 6 to 9pm. 

At the same time, material from 
the 15 cartons recently received by 
the 3D Center from the Holmes 
Library will be cataloged and inte- 
grated into the Center's collections 
of books periodicals, reference 
material, cameras, viewers, etc. 
One entire display case will be ini- 
tially devoted to a display of trea- 
sures from the Holmes Library to 
help promote the Center and its 
now greatly expanded reference 
and artifact collection. 

For more information, contact 
3D Center of Art & Photography, 
1928 NW Lovejoy, Portland OR 
97209, (503) 227-6667, 
www.3dcenter.u~. 

.......................................... 
A tower made famous 
by Hollywood is includ- 
ed in john Roll's show 
"Canyons and Valleys" 
scheduled for the 3D 
Center Sept. 28 
through Nov. 5, 2006. 

Briefly distracted by some of the interesting books, 3D Center Director Diane Rulien (stand- 
ing) and Assistant Director Annie Dubinsky dig into some of the cartons of material sent to 
the Center from the Holmes Library. Months of cataloging and labeling will follow. .................................................................................................................................................................. 
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C aptain E.C. Kennedy of the 
armed merchant cruiser 
Rowalpindi had a problem. His 

ship was one of the least menacing 
vessels in Rritain's vaunted Royal 
Navy. In fact, the 16,700 ton 
Rawalpindi was hardly a warship at 
all. Designed as a P & 0 passenger 
liner for the India-Far East trade, 
she had no armor, while her high 
sides, 570-foot length, and slow 
speed of 17 knots made her all too 
easy a target. Built in 1925 by Har- 
land and Wolff (the same company 
that had built Titanic more than a 
decade earlier), Rawalpindi had 
been taken over by the Royal Navy 
at the start of the Second World 
War and given an armament of 
four 6-inch guns in open mounts 
and two lighter 3-inch anti-aircraft 
guns. The armament was some- 
what less than that of a light cruis- 
er; furthermore, those vessels were 
low to the water and hence harder 
to hit, carried up to 4 inches of 
steel armor plate on their sides and 
decks to protect their vital machin- 
ery, and with speeds ranging up to 
32 knots (almost twice that of 
Rawalpindi) could run away from 
most things they were too small to 
fight, something that for Captain 
Kennedy was clearly not an option. 

Rawalpindi had a good chance to 
take out a surfaced U-boat or a 
German raider (like herself a con- 
verted merchant ship, one armed 
by the enemy and sent out to prey 
on Rritish shipping in the 
Atlantic). Rut no one in their right 
mind would send Rawalpindi up 
against a major warship like the 
"Panzerschiffe" Delrtschland and 
Admiral Grof Spee (the Rritish called 
them "pocket battleshipsu)-let 
alone against one of Germany's 
two powerful new battleships, the 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenalr (which 
the Rritish dubbed battlecruisers). 
In that event, all Rawalpindi could 
hope to do was to get off a radio 
message and try to dodge the shell- 
fire through judicious use of smoke 
screens until help arrived, a hun- 
dred-to-one long-shot at best. Rut 
that nightmare was the very sce- 
nario now developing for Kennedy 
and his 300-man crew. 

Rawalpindi was paying the price 
for a decade of "appeasement" by 
various British governments-a 
policy that deprived the Navy of 
money and ships while Germany 

(and Japan) got progressively 
stronger. The harshest critic of that 
policy, Winston Churchill, was 
now in charge of the Navy and a 
new aggressiveness permeated the 
fleet. Not that it would help 
Rawalpindi in the least. 

The armed merchant cruiser was 
part of a long thin line of ships 
known as the "Northern Patrol," 
which stretched in an elongated 
arc from Scotland past the Shet- 
lands and Faroes all the way up to 
Iceland and Greenland, a line that 
was designed to intercept any Ger- 
man ships trying to break out into 
the Atlantic. The big fear at the 
moment was the Deutschland, 
which it was believed might 
attempt such a sortie; the monsters 

Scharnhorst and Gneisenarr were 
believed to be safely at anchor in 
home waters. 

In the late-afternoon of 23 
November, 1939, Rowalpindi was 
patrolling southeast of Iceland in 
scattered showers and rising seas, 
with good visibility and a strong 
wind out of the northwest. Sud- 
denly, a lookout sighted an enemy 
ship at a distance of four miles: it 
was the Derrtschland. For a few hor- 
rifying seconds, Kennedy actually 
thought it was the Scliarnliorst and 
his first radio signal to the Admi- 
ralty, quickly amended, had so 
indicated. Steam was hurriedly 

1 raised on the battleships Nelson 
and Rodney in the Clyde as the 
British Home Fleet prepared to sor- 

No. 2, "Schiachtschiff. Einlaufender Zerstorer passiert ein auf Reede liegendes 
Schlachtschiff. Links im Bilde einer der Vierlingsrohrsatze des Zerstorers. " Seen from the 
deck of a German destroyer, battleship Gneisenau rides at anchor in the roadstead, possi- 
bly at Brest in western France in 194 1.  The 26,000 ton Gneisenau is easily distinguished 
from its sister-ship by having the mainmast located immediately abaft the funnel. Note 
also the flared "Atlantic" or "Clipper bow. " 

No. 3, "Schlachtscfiff. Schlachtschiff auf Reede. Blick vom Vorschiff auf die vordere Turm- 
gruppe und den Gefechtsmast. Vor den Tijrmen der Wellenbrecher, die beiden Ankerspills 
und die Ankerketten. " Looking aft from the bow of Cneisenau toward the six 7 1 -inch guns 
of "A" and "B" turrets and the bridge superstructure. Note the anchor chains and the 
swastika painted on the foredeck for aircraft recognition. Because warships ship heavy seas 
over the bow In severe weather, a V-shaped breakwater in front of the turrets directs such 
water over the sides (this is the transverse barrier just beyond the anchor capstans). 
Another large German warship, probably either Scharnhorst or Prinz Eugen is barely visible 
at extreme right on the horizon. 



tie. But they could not hope to 
reach the scene in less than 48 
hours. 

All Kennedy could hope to do 
was to survive until a few closer 
ships of the patrol line, like the 
cruiser Newcastle, arrived. At least 
with the 26-knot Deutschland, 
Kennedy would only be dodging 
the fire of six 11-inch and eight 
5.9-inch guns-not the nine 11- 
inchers and twelve 5.9's of the 
larger, faster, 32-knot battlecruiser! 
And his antiquated 6-inchers 
might even hope to do some dam- 
age to an armored ship while they 
could hardly chip the paint on the 
12-inch thick sides of Scliarnhorst. 
The enemy was too close to run in 
any case, so Kennedy dropped 
smoke floats and turned to evade. 
We can only imagine his horror as 
the German shells began to drop 
uncomfortably close around him, 
for it was only now, as the German 
ship turned broadside on to bring 
all her guns to bear that Kennedy 
for the first time got a really good 
look at her. At the same time, a 
second, similar German ship was 
sighted closing in. It had been the 
Scliarnhorst after all-and she had 
brought her sister ship with her! 

Rawalpindi was clearly doomed. 
From one chance in a hundred, 
she now had no chance at all- 
only the manner of her death, and 
that of her gallant captain and 
crew, remained to be determined. 
In the event, that the action lasted 
nearly half an hour is a testament 
to their skill and courage. Dodging 
and weaving through the smoke in 

a deadly game of two-cats-and- 
one-mouse, the armed merchant 
cruiser was quickly pounded to 
pieces. Early in the action, a Ger- 
man shell took out her bridge- 
and presumably Captain Kennedy 
as well. Soon she was ablaze in a 
dozen places-as fire and water 
raced to see which would claim 
her. Yet even now, one or two guns 
fired back. Finally, as a series of 
giant explosions ripped through 
the doomed vessel and Rawalpindi 
began to slip beneath the waves in 
the growing darkness, the battle- 
ships ceased fire and the Germans 
sent boats to rescue her survivors. 
Eventually, Schamhorst picked up 
27 men before the appearance of 
another British ship forced the 
Germans to break off and retire. It 
was the Newcastle, obviously intent 
on dogging the Germans until the 
larger warships arrived. The cruiser 
rescued another 11 survivors; Cap- 
tain Kennedy and some 270 of 
Rawalpindi's crew had been lost. 
For his gallant defense against 
overwhelming odds, Kennedy 
would receive a posthumous V.C. 

The German battleships, their 
attempted breakout having been 
discovered and fearing retribution 
by the larger British ships, turned 
and headed back for home, hardly 
covered in glory. The German sor- 
tie was over almost before it began. 
Rawalpindi had hit the Schamhorst 
exactly once and inflicted no seri- 
ous damage, but she had spoiled 
the Germans' plans and forced 
them back to cover. 

No. 5, "Schlachtschiff. Links unten Verkehrsboot auf dem Bootsdeck, der Barring. Schorn- 
stein mit Scheinwerfer. Unter dem Schornstein eine der Ottern des Minensuchgerates. " 
Looking up from the boatdeck to Gneisenau's single large funnel and one of the ship's 
large searchlights. Smoke from the ship's oil-fired boilers is vented into the stack through a 
series of uptakes. The distinctive canted funnel cap, designed to channel the smoke away 
from the bridge superstructure, is another tip-off that the ship question is in fact Cneise- 
nau; it is painted silver, while Scharnhorst's was black. 

The story of Rawalpindi's last 
fight illustrates the basic underly- 
ing problem confronting the Ger- 
man Navy throughout the Second 
World War. Although the Germans 
might build magnificent ships 
capable of withstanding an incred- 
ible amount of pounding, the 
Rritish, despite their world-wide 
fleet commitments, would general- 
ly manage to assemble a superior 
force and, ultimately, aided by 
radar and long-range air search, 
track down their foes. And, 
although the Germans might 
inflict frightful havoc in the inter- 
im and might even at times dis- 
patch a ship of seemingly equal 
strength with deceptive ease (as 
happened in the Bismarck's leg- 
endary encounter with the battle- 
cruiser Hood), the British, despite 
some tense moments, would ulti- 
mately exact their revenge. This 
happened again and again-to the 
Graf Spee, to the Bismarck, to the 
legendary German raider Atlantis, 
and eventually, to the Scliamliorst 
and Gneisenau as well. The best 
ships in the world would eventual- 
ly prove no match for the most 
ships in the world. This is why, as 
the war went on, the German sur- 
face fleet played a smaller and 
smaller role while that of the U- 
boats expanded. 

It was a situation similar to that 
which had faced the Germans in 
the First World War-but with 
some key differences. Then they 
had possessed a substantial fleet, a 
fleet which, although markedly 
inferior to that of the Rritish, nev- 
ertheless remained capable of 
inflicting major damage on their 
opponents in the epic Rattle of Jut- 
land in 1916. The Germans, how- 
ever, had been fortunate to survive 
that encounter with their fleet 
more or less intact; for the rest of 
the war, they played the classic 
role of the underdog, what the 
great naval theorist Alfred Mahan 
had termed a "fleet in being," a 
threat whose very existence tied 
down almost every major warship 
in the Rritish navy just to guard 
against it. 

Now, in 1939, the Germans had 
gone to war with a navy, the 
"Kriegsmarine," which was hope- 
lessly outclassed. They possessed 
only two operational modern bat- 
tleships, the Scliarnlior.~t and 



Gneisenau, the three "Panzer- 
schiffe" or armored ships, Admiral 
Graf Spee, Admiral Sc/ieer, and 
Delrtschland, a pair of heavy cruis- 
ers, Hipper and Rliicher, and five or 
six light cruisers. This to face a 
British fleet that consisted of some 
fifteen capital ships (battleships 
and battlecruisers), all more heavi- 
ly armed than the Scharnliorst class, 
a score of heavy cruisers, and near- 
ly fifty light cruisers. On top of 
this, the British had some seven 
operational aircraft carriers-the 
only one the Germans ever built 
would never become operational, 
in part due to the absurd fact that 
the German Air Force or "Luft- 
waffe," under its pompous yet 
redoubtable leader, Hermann 
Goring, insisted that they rather 
than the Navy should control the 
vessel! When it came to the small- 
er destroyers, the German position 
was even worse. And all of this 
without even considering Britain's 
allies, the French, who alone pos- 
sessed a fleet roughly equivalent to 
the "Kriegsmarine" in size. 

The fall of Norway, and later of 
France, would greatly simplify Ger- 
many's problem, removing the 
French fleet from the board, 
adding that of Germany's ally, 
Mussolini's Italy, and preventing 
England from bottling the Ger- 
mans up neatly in the North Sea, 
as they had done in the First 
World War. Nevertheless, such 
gains came at a considerable price, 
for the German Navy was brutally 
savaged in the ~ o r k e g i a n  cam- 
paign, losing the Rliicller, two light 
cruisers, and fully half its modern 
destroyers, while the Hipper was so 
badly damaged that it had to be 
relegated to lengthy repairs. By 
now too, Graf Spee was gone, scut- 
tled by her captain after being 
tracked down and damaged in a 
fight with a trio of British cruisers 
off South America's River Plate in 
December, 1939, a month after 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau's one- 
sided encounter with Rawalpindi. 

The Germans did manage to add 
a few ships as the war progressed, 
including the mammoth battle- 
ships Rismarck and Tirpitz, and the 
heavy cruiser Prinz Elrgen. But the 
latter simply replaced the lost 
Bliicher, while the Rismarck's entire 
operational career lasted a mere two 
weeks-admittedly highly eventful 

.- r .+- 
No. 10, "Schlachtschiff. Die beim Exerzieren an der Ladekanone (Hintergrund) verwandten 
Potronen mijssen ofter gereingt und ijberholt werden. Risse und Unebenheiten im Messing 
der Hulse konnen Ladehemmungen und damit Verschlecterung des Resultates der 
Ladegeschwindigkeit nach sich ziehen. " A sailor cleans and polishes practice shells at one 
of the ship's smaller gun batteries. Constant attention and overhaul was essential to pro- 
tect vital components from the ravages of the salt air and keep the ship running at peak 
efficiency. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

No. 7 7 ,  "Schlachtschiff. Gefechtsmast mit Signallenen und zum Trocknen geheissten 
Flaggen. Im Vordergrund ein Teil des grosseo Kranes zum Aus- und Einsetzen der Verkehrs- 
boote. " Signal flags fly from hoists on the foremast affixed to the bridge superstructure of 
a Scharnhorst-class battlecruiser. Flag signals, either by hoists or semaphore, were a com- 
mon form of communication ships when radio silence had to be maintained. 

ones-before the British, aided by 
a substantial degree of luck, 
tracked down the giant vessel and 
sent her to the bottom. Tirpitz and 
some of the others, based in Nor- 
way, remained a threat throughout 
much of the war, but in the final 
analysis they were as hopelessly 
outclassed as Rawalpindi had been. 
For the British had not been idle, 
and, although they suffered serious 
losses in all classes of ships, man- 
aged to complete five more battle- 
ships, nine carriers, and nearly 
thirty additional light cruisers 
before the war's end. Furthermore, 
with America's entry into the war 
in December 1941, major units of 
that fleet became available for 
Britain's defense as well. 

After 1941, the surface vessels of 
Hitler's "Kriegsmarine" never had a 
chance to influence the outcome 

of the war. At great risk they could 
harass the enemy and hamper his 
plans but that was all. Whatever 
chance there was to affect the out- 
come lay in the hands of the U- 
boats-where it had largely been 
all along. Hitler had doomed his 
Navy from the moment he decided 
on war in 1939, for the Fiihrer had 
repeatedly promised not to embark 
on a conflict until 1945-and Ger- 
man fleet construction had always 
been based on that premise. Even 
in the early days of the war, before 
America's entry, the German fleet 
had realistically been relegated to 
what Admiral Mahan had called 
the "guerre de coursev-a war on 
merchant shipping carried out by 
submarines and the occasional sur- 
face raider. As the experiences of 
the Graf Spee, Risrnorck, Scharn- 
horst, and Gneisenau demonstrat- 



ed, the latter was not a role for 
which major warships were partic- 
ularly well suited-the risks were 
enormous and the rewards, though 
often tempting, were hardly com- 
mensurate. It was a role for which 
disguised and well-armed mer- 
chant ships like Atlantis were far 
better suited. 

That said, Hitler's surface ships 
and their crews acquitted them- 
selves reasonably well under what 
were often the most adverse of 
conditions. And it is a story that is, 
perhaps surprisingly, reasonably 
well documented in stereographs. 
Of all the strictly military-themed 
stereo-books (as opposed to those 
with a political or cultural empha- 
sis) produced by Raumbild-Verlag, 
the 'Third Reich's official practi- 

tioners of the art, Die Kriegsmarine, 
by Korvettencapitan Fritz Otto 
Rusch, is probably that most avidly 
sought by collectors today. The 
Army volumes, Die Soldaten des 
Fiihrers un Felde and Der Kampf im 
Westen ("The Fiihrer's Soldiers in 
the Field," a history of the Polish 
campaign, and "The Struggle in 
the West," devoted to Norway, the 
Low Countries, and France) are far 
more common-and even the vol- 
ume on the Luftwaffe, Fliegen lrnd 
Siegen ("Flying and Winning") is 
seen on rare occasions.' The "navy 
book," by contrast, seems to be 
extremely scarce, although why 
this should be is far from clear. 

Otto Wilhelm Schonstein was 
the man behind the "navy book" 
and indeed all the Raumbild vol- 

No. 7 3, "Schlachtschiff. Blick vom Vormars nach achtern auf Schornstein mit Scheinwer- 
fern an jeder Seite, Dreibeinmast; dahinter eines der Bordflugzeuge, achterer Mast mit 
Kriegsflagge an der Caffel. " Looking aft on Cneisenau from the bridge to the stack, port 
searchlight platform, and tripod mainmast; the after 7 7-inch turret is obscured by the cat- 
apult-mounted Arado floatplane and its hanger. The mast located further astern on 
Scharnhorst. 

No. 15, "Schlachtschiff. Sonnabends ist grosses Reinschiff. Aus FeuerloschschlSiuchen wird 
das Seewasser an Deck gespult, mit Besen wird nachgefegt und mit Schwabbern 
nachgetrocknet, bis das Eisen-oder Holzdeck wieder fleckenlos gMnzt. Das Fegen geschieht 
im Takt. " Scraping, painting, cleaning, mending, overhauling - such general maintenance 
work, along with standing watch and frequent drills, made up the bulk of a sailor's daily 
work schedule while in harbor. Swabbing the deck to remove salt build-up has been a 
chore since the days of sailing ships. Seawater from the fire hose is swept with brooms and 
swabbed with mops in a series of coordinated, almost choreographed movements. 
7 - v  ----. bRF-"-< . . $?fl ;.I,. , !1ff , ' I ,  -*, 

umes. Rorn in Munich, on August 
1, 1891, the son of a dry-goods 
merchant, he had followed his 
father into the textile business in 
Ulm and later Ansbach. As was 
often the case with 3-D, he initial- 
ly became interested in stereogra- 
phy as a hobby. The company, 
Raumbild-Verlag ("Spatial Picture 
Publishing") was established as a 
way of turning his passion for 
stereo into a livelihood. 

Although supposedly founded in 
1932, the first documented records 
of the company occur at the start 
of 1935, the same year it began 
publishing the magazine Das 
Rarrmbild and the first of the 
"Raumbild Works" books from a 
headquarters in Diessen. The firm 
was in a sense co-opted by the 
Nazi establishment in 1939, when 
it was moved to Munich and Hein- 
rich Hoffmann, the Reichsbild- 
berichterstatter of the NSDAP 
(Chief Photo Reporter of the Nazi 
Party) was installed as "bureau 
chief."' From this time on, Raum- 
bild-Verlag was an official adjunct 
of the Nazi State. 

In 1943, due to increased Allied 
bombing raids on Munich, the 
firm was moved to the town of 
Oberaudorf where the administra- 
tive offices found quarters in the 
Cafe Schwarzenberg, while the 
printing establishment wound up 
in a hotel. Although Schonstein 
managed to keep his photo 
archives intact throughout the war, 
and the firm flourished in the 
immediate postwar years by mar- 
keting new book sets with texts in 
English to the occupation forces, 
the coming of View-Master steadily 
eroded the company's fortunes in 
the early 1 9 5 0 ~ ~  and Schonstein 
sold the firm to an employee 
shortly before his death in 1958 
(apparently on his sixty-seventh 
birthday).' It was in Munich, and 
later Oberaudorf, that the navy 
volume was published. 

The Kriegsmorine book itself 
came "Mit 100 Raumbild-Auftiah- 
men und acht Farbtafelnn-with 
100 Raumbild stereographs, which, 
together with the standard col- 
lapsible metal viewer, were securely 
pocketed within cutouts in the 
thick cardboard front and back 
covers. The viewer, of a type 
designed by Raumbild employee 
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