


A tasto of  the lato * a s  through tho oarly '60s fwnd in amatour storm nlid~e 
I their western outfits make for 

owboys (and cowgirls too) 
were popular in movies and 
TV shows in the 50s, and chil- 

dren imitated their western heroes 
during games of cowboys and 
Indians. Along with toy guns, hol- 
sters and tomahawks, costumes 
that allowed fans to dress up like 
their favorite western characters 
were sold at dime stores, toy stores 
and department stores. Children in 

some cute and entertaining stereo 
slides from that era. 

Our fmt image this issue was 
provided by Mr. James Rarnsey in 
West Virginia, who found it in an 
accumulation of older Realist 
slides. It was shot on Kodachrome 
film, and the chips are attached to 
a Realist heat-seal paper mask 
which was then mounted in glass 
and sealed around the edges with 
red tape. The date "3150" is written 
on the slide label, along with the 

1 with a fondtk?SS for 1 950s-wc 
styling, design and d m  by sharing amateu 
stereo slides shot in the "golden age" of the 
Stereo Realist--the late 1940s through the 
ear& 1960s. From dothing and hairstyles to 

frozen moments of time show what things 

1 
home decor to modes of transportation, t h  

were really like in the middle of the twentieth 
century. If you've found a c h i c  50s-era slid 
that you would like to share thmgh this 
cdumn, please send it to: Fifties Flavored 
Finds, 561 0 SE 71st, Portland, OR 97206. 

As space allows, we will select a couple of 
images to reproduce in each issue. This is no 
a contest - just  a place to share and enjoy. 
Please limit your submission to a single slide. 

I 
If the subject, date, location, photographer 
other details are known, please send that 
along too, but we'll understand if it's not 
available. Please include return postage with 
m r  slide. Slides will be returned within 6 to I 

name "Tommy". Mr. Ramsey had 
no other information about the 
slide, but he knew it was just the 
kind of classic image that we love 
to feature in this column. That's 
quite a hat the boy is wearing! 
(Possibly influenced by the Cisco 
Kid TV show?) 
Our second slide, also from an 

unknown photographer, was shot 
on Kodachrome film and mounted 
in a Realist Permamount. The date 
3/12/54 is written on the label, 
along with the caption "A couple 
of Montana bad men, Superior, 
Montn. These boys' outfits aren't 
quite as fancy, but I like the "cow- 
boy attituden visible in their eyes! 

..,, - lhis slide was in fact shown in 
the artlcle "Goo and the Stereo 
Rsellst Permmount" [SW Vol. 28 
No. 31 as an example of how the 
r&hesiw on the Permamount label 
often eventually migrated out onto 
the glass and obscured the mount's 
sharp edges. This Pemamount 
definitely had to be taken apart 
to get a clean of these 
film chips! 00 && . 
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EDITORS WE w Comments 
and Observations 
]ohn Dennis 

RENEW! 
for the End of Your World 
is at Hand ... 

T hat is, if you're among those 
few who received but haven't 
yet responded to a recent 

Renewal letter and if "00" appears 
in the center of the top line of the 
address label of the envelope con- 
taining this issue. Misplace the 
form? Don't worry, we still love 
you-just send us a note with your 
current address along with a check 
for $32 (basic U.S. bulk rate) or $44 
(first-class or international) to NSA, 
PO Box 86708, Portland OR 97286. 

PayPal 
Remember, both membership 

dues and purchases arranged 
through the Book Service ST Back 
Issue Department (drg719@earth- 
link.net) may be paid via PayPal to: 
National Stereoscopic Association, 
strwld(~~teleport.com. As usual, we 
invite members to remember vari- 
ous fees charged to the NSA when 
considering a possible donation at 
renewal (or any other) time. 

Holmes Library Closing 
Sparks Rumors, Concerns 

The official announcement by 
NSA Board Chairman Larry Moor 
in this issue regarding the closing 
of the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Stereoscopic Research Library 
(OWHSRL) explains the basics 
behind the decision, but we've 
heard from a few members ardent- 

ly wishing the situation had been 
described sooner, allowing time for 
their input. 

In fact, discussions about the 
possibility of dispersing the 
Holmes Library collection started 
just two years after it was estab- 
lished in 1979 and had to move 
from the Canton (OH) Art insti- 
tute. Thanks to Bill Zulker of East- 
ern College in St. Davids, PA, the 
Library was provided space of its 
own in 1982 with generous facili- 
ties where both college staff and 
NSA curators Ray and Marjorie Hol- 
stein made it a fully functioning, if 
not exactly crowded institution. 

As indicated in a 1990 letter 
from Tex Treadwell, there were 
concerns even then about ever 
again finding an institution willing 
to maintain the collection as a sep- 
arate entity and about finding 
member volunteers able and will- 
ing to staff it, should the extraordi- 
narily ideal situation at Eastern 
College end. 

When use of the room at Eastern 
College was lost in 1997, no simi- 
lar facility or curatorial arrange- 
ments could be found at any 
museum or university in the coun- 
try. Only the generosity of Wolf- 
gang and Mary Ann Sell made it 
possible to preserve the Library as 
a functioning research collection, 
on the 2nd floor of their auto parts 
store in Cincinnati. When that 
business closed this year, the 
Library's space also vanished with 
no acceptable alternate site or 

arrangement having been identi- 
fied in the meantime. 

Facing the same dilemma for the 
third time, the NSA Board of Direc- 
tors made a cautious and consid- 
ered decision to close the Library 
and disburse the collection, but 
proceeded without an invitation in 
Stereo World for comments and 
ideas from members. While 
undoubtedly simpler, faster, more 
efficient and within the rules of 
the organization, that expedient 
resulted in some precipitous con- 
troversy when initial, partial news 
of the Library's closing and disper- 
sal reached a few members and the 
internet. Reactions among some 
people of substantial passion and 
knowledge concerning historical 
images and equipment ranged 
from confusion to shock, hurt feel- 
ings and dismay that the decision 
would have been made without 
inviting their input. Even if every 
single suggestion had turned out 
to be something already explored, 
it would have been better for a 
small organization that depends 
completely on the good will of its 
membership to have invited them. 

The most intense concerns had 
to do with the fate of various rare 
and very special stereo items in the 
Library's collection. While many 
views are being made available via 
E-Ray (seller name OWHSRL) and a 
separate NSA auction during the 
Miami convention, the heart of 
the collection-books, printed 
material, unique equipment etc., 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
just a few of the view- 
ers in the Holmes 
Library collection. 
Stereo by Me1 Mitter- 
miller 



is going to a variety of different 
institutions. 

Sending most or all of the collec- A Note to the 

comments 
cerning any 
. . . .  

or questions 
stereo-relate 

tion to any single museum would 
result in the later sale of important 
pieces of stereographic history that 
didn't "fit" that institution's plans. 
That's why time and effort is going 
into negotiations with museums 
all over the country to make sure 
each item is actually wanted for 
public display or research availabil- 
ity. For this same reason, a com- 
plete list of what items have gone 
where does not yet exist, but will 
appear in a future issue. When the 
process is complete, the research 

books and unique 
equipment will be permanently 
availab1e far people than 
ever visited the Library in " 
year historB but unfortunately not 
all in one place. nFs 

World, please wnte to john Denn~s, Stereo 
World Ed~tonal Off~ce, 5610 SE 71st Ave, 
Portland, OR 97206 

Membership Regarding 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Stereoscopic Research 
Library (OWHSRL) 

I wanted to write to inform the 
membership of the NSA that the 
Board has elected to disperse the 

OWHSRL to museums and libraries 
around the country. Also, some of 
the assets will be made available to 
the members through auctions to 
be held at the annual conventions. 
This was not a decision that any- 
one really wanted to make; howev- 

We lost Our lease and the 
expense of shipping to a new loca- 
tion did not seem to make sense 
considering that, over the past 

seven years, only about 80 people 
visited the library and far fewer did 
any research. That is a visitation 
rate of less than one person a 
month. Ironically, there has been 
far more passion regarding the 
library since it was announced that 
it would be closed. Lengthy discus- 
sions were carried out over many 
weeks and no viable solution could 
be agreed upon to assure a success- 
ful solution to the problem. 

Despite much hard work by a 
few people over a number of years, 
the library didn't become truly 
useful. People did not visit or take 
advantage of its resources. Queries 
from members and non-members 
alike can and will continue to be 
answered by electronic means. The 
library as a destination was an NSA 
dream that was never really real- 
ized. The Board reflected on the 
wisdom of our former president, 
the late Tex Treadwell, and we 
believe, like Tex, that the library 
should not be a drain on the NSA 
finances. Rather than raise money 
for the library from the member- 
ship, it has been determined to use 
some of the library resources to 
raise money to help NSA continue 
improving Stereo World, support 
our community in more advanta- 
geous ways and promote the orga- 
nization. 

It is the hope of the Board that 
our membership will continue to 
have access to these resources 
through the ability to visit them at 
their new homes, or through the 
opportunity to purchase them at 
auction. 

-Larry Moor 
Cllairman of the Board 
National Stereoccopic Arcociation. 
Marcli 31, 2006 

Breaking (The Window) N ~ W S  
Nightmare 3-D 

T im Burton's 1993 stop-motion 
animated classic The NiCyl1tmare 

Before Christmas is being digitally 
remastered for 3-D. Industrial Light 
& Magic, which worked with Dis- 
ney on the 3-D version of Chicken 
Little, is scanning and converting 
the film with the help of Burton 
and Ni'yhtmore director Henry 
Selick. Disney will release it for 
digital 3-D projection October 20, 
2006. 

Monster, The Glasc Web and Dial M 
For Murder), but also eight new 
"Golden Era" titles, most of which 
have not been seen in over 50 
years in 3-D. In fact, two of the 
titles, Diamond Wizard (1954) and 
Jivaro (1954) weren't shown in 3-D 
even in the 1950s! Most of the 
other six new titles, Sangaree, Those 
Redheads From Seattle, Taza, Son of 
Cochise, Devil's Canyon, Wings of 
the Hawk, and Cease Fire have not 

been seen in 3-D since 
their original release 

World 3-D EXPO 
Returns! Scheduled are 35 fea- 

SabuCat Productions tures and over 20 
will repeat the "World short subjects, includ- 
3-D Film Expo" of 2003 )LY ing the long lost car- 
(SW Vol. 29 No. 6, page toon, Popeye, Ace of 
40) with "World 3-D . Space, as well as 
Film Expo II", Septem- Hawaiian Ni<y}zts, Car- 
ber 8-1 7, 2006, at the nival in April, Owl and 
Egyptian Theater in the Pussycat, and many 
Hollywood. The festival will not 
only include the sold out shows of 
2003 (such as Hotrse of Wax, Crea- 
ture From the Black Lagoon, Robot 

others. For details: SabuCat Pro- 
ductions1 Box 902875, Palmdale 
C* 93590, (661) 538-9259, 
www.3dfilmfest.com. cc 



0 ne of the more pleasant duties as President of the 
NSA is to thank all of you who have so graciously 
given of your time and money to the Association 

over the past year. The generous donors listed here have (These 292 members 
contributed financially to the organization. These dona- 
tions truly help the NSA continue to be a valuable 
resource to the stereo community. It is heartwarming to 
see this level of interest and support from the member- 
ship. Thank you for your donations and your continued Ken Anderson 
confidence in the Association. Harold R. Raize 

I would like to remind you that you can also donate 
your old equipment and views to the NSA for its annual 

Don & Sandy Balmer NSA Spotlight auction, this not only helps out the new Thomas P. Banes 
collectors/stereographers, but the funds can help Vincent Barone 
finance NSA's different goals and missions. Margaret J. Hartlett 

My heartfelt thanks go out to the many volunteers 
among you who have contributed and continue to con- Mr. & Mrs. Guenther J. Rauer 

tribute your time and energy to the furtherance of NSA 
operations, activities and goals. This is truly an associa- 
tion of volunteers, from the Board of Directors to the 
Officers to the Stereo 
continue to bring yo 
wonderful content year after year. 

Not the least among these 
volunteers are the 
members of the 
convention com- 
mittees, to whom 
any of us who have 
ever attended an NSA 
convention owe our 
gratitude and respect. 
These extravaganzas are the high- 
light of the 3-D year, featuring 
the largest stereo-related trade 
fair, stereo many projection hours of programs the rL/  best 

and more stereo-oriented 
educational workshops and 
social events than you'll 
find anywhere else. Eddie 
& Carol Bowers and their 
fine committee presented 
a great convention in 
Irving. Veteran chair Bill ( / /  
Moll and his team are setting 
up for a memorable event in Miami 

\ 
for July 2006 and Dave Kesner will be in charge of the 
joint NSAIISU 2007 Convention/Congress in Boise. Bill 
and Dave will need help, so if you can spare some time 
or talent, contact Rill Moll at WHMoll@aol.com or Dave 
at drdave<~ddd~hotographTJ.com. In this age of electronic 
communications, being geographically close to the con- 
vention site is no longer a requirement for all of the 
committee positions, so even if you don't live in Florida 
or Idaho, drop Rill or Dave a line. 

To all who have helped in any way, my sincere 
"Thank You!" for your kind support of the Association 
for the coming year. To those who haven't yet con- 
tributed, please do consider it, whether an additional 
$10 or $20 with your renewal (or at any time), or some 
of your time or talent. Your contribution will be greatly 
appreciated. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Best regards, 
Lawrence Kaufman 
President 
kaufman3d(dearthlink.net 88 
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Professor 

E. James 
by Randolph I. James (great grandson) k!/ E. in 7880 by Houseworth. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

W illiam Evans James was born 
in Troyfa, Unvedd, Wales 
and immigrated to the Unit- 

ed States in 1841 as a young boy of 
six. He arrived in New York City 
on the ship Bri,p. Diadem with his 
father, mother, three older brothers 
and two older sisters. The family 
settled down on a small farm in 
Floyd, Oneida County, New York. 

After the usual sequence of 
country schooling, W.E. enrolled at 
the Whitestown Seminary in 
Whitestown, New York where he 
studied science and religion. He 

Reverend Henry Ward Beecher's home library. 
,'(y"' - 

left after two years in 1857 and 
joined his oldest brother, David E. 
James who owned a very successful 
"Ambrotype House" Uames & Co.) 
in Boston, Massachusetts. He want- 
ed to become the third photogra- 
pher in the family, as another 
older brother John E. James operat- 
ed a small portrait studio in his 
home in Floyd, New York. 

One can only speculate where 
the three brothers received their 
photographic training. Professor 
Charles Avery, one of the first 
daguerreotypists in the Central 
New York area frequently gave lec- 
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