


A taste o f  the late 8 0 s  through the early '60s found in amateur stereo slides 

by-Mark A. Willke 

Stereo in Stereo! 

I t's always fun to find old stereo 
slides that include stereo photog- 
raphy equipment! I occasionally 

find ones in which the photogra- 
pher has accidentally left his stereo 
camera case where it is visible in 
the background, but views that 
intentionally contain stereo equip- 
ment are more fun to discover. 

Our first find this time shows 
two gentlemen enjoying some 
stereo slides with a couple of Real- 
ist red-button viewers. That slide 

storage box on the table is actually 
the base of an original box from a 
Realist ST-41/ST-61 camera and 
viewer set. In addition to the 
stereo interest contained in this 
shot, I also enjoyed that wallpaper, 
the little knick knack shelf and the 
lamp in the background. 

The film chips of this unlabeled 
image were attached to one of the 
early Realist paper masks using the 
Realist heat-seal mounting kit. I've 
wondered whether this view might 
have been a self-portrait set up by 
one of the two men in the photo 

(perhaps using a tripod and a self- 
timer on the camera), but since it 
is unlabeled, the photographer and 
the people in the view are all 
unidentified and unknown. 

Our second view also includes a 
Realist red-button viewer, but my 
favorite part of this scene has to be 
the woman's hat with that curly 
decoration on the top! (Is that 
some sort of feather?) 

Labeled only with the couple's 
last name, this slide was mounted 
in an aluminum mask and glass. 
The photographer is unknown. 
From what I can tell from other 
slides in this collection, she and he 
operated a women's clothing store 
in Portland, Oregon, in the 1950s. 
(Watch for an interior shot of their 
store in a future installment of this 
column!) In fact, since there is a 
stack of fabric samples on the table 
between the pads of paper, my 
guess is that she and he are shown 
here in the process of ordering 
new merchandise for their store. 
Could she be referring to stereo 
slides of the styles available? 99 

7" is column combines a love of stereo 
photography with a fondness for 1950s-era 

styling, design and decor by sharing amateur 
stereo slides shot in the "golden age" of the 
Stereo Realist-the late 1940s through the 
early 1960s. From clothing and hoirstyles to 
home decor to modes of transportation, these 
frozen moments of time show what things 
were really like in the middle of the twentieth 
century. If you've found a classic '50s-era slide 
that you would like to share through this 
column, please send it to: Fifties Flavored 
Finds, 5670 SE 71st, Portland, OR 97206. 

As space allows, we will select a couple of 
images to reproduce in each issue. This is not 
a contest-just a place to share and enjoy 
Please limit your submission to a single slide. 
If the subject, date, location, photographer or 
other details are known, please send that 
along too, but we'll understond if it's not 
available. Please include return postage with 
your slide. Slides will be returned within 6 to 
74 weeks, and while we'll treat your slide as 
carefully as our own, Stereo World and the 
NSA assume no responsibility for its safety. 
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EDITORS UE w Comments 
and Observations 
john Dennis 

0 ur backlog of material has 
been almost embarrassingly 
full for some time, and there 

comes a point when the choice is 
between publishing more or buy- 
ing another file cabinet. The mail- 
ing proximity of this issue to the 
previous one reveals what the 
choice was, but a glance at the edi- 
torial office makes the new file 
idea sound good anyway. 

Articles in various stages of 
preparation tend to remain stacked 
in a sort of holding pattern, with 
the pick of which ones land on our 
pages first determined more by 
available space and the editor's 
hours of sleep than anything else. 
Last issue's "Polarizing 3-D View- 
ers" by William Eburn was a rela- 
tively recent submission, but the 
available space was a good fit. 
Besides, it was hard to resist quick- 
ly sharing this story by a person so 

Embassy 
11 for mo 

TI 

directly responsible for sparking or 
reinforcing an addiction to all 
things 3-D in so many people- 
yours truly included. 

"The Little Yellow Dinosaur" in 
the last issue and this issue's "Goo" 
and "U-boat!" came from very dif- 
ferent places in the holding pat- 
tern, but their variety of subject 
matter and obvious quality of 
research, images and writing pro- 
vided a good balance while reduc- 
ing (a little) the backlog. With 
luck, they will inspire readers to 
submit more articles of similar 
quality and make our backlog 
"problem" even worse! 

9/11 3-D 
The response to (and even ahead 

of) the editorial invitation in Vol. 
28 No. 1 for stereos of events, peo- 
ple and places related to the 
attacks of September 11 has been 

upcoming NSA 
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overwhelming. Images and stories 
from five stereographers have 
arrived so far, in quantities ranging 
from two to 60. Our next issue will 
feature this unique stereoscopic 
coverage of an event that will con- 
tinue to trigger both the best and 
worst reactions around the world 
for years to come. 

Kaiser Credit Overdue 
Not mentioned in our feature 

"The Kaiser Panorama Phenome- 
non" (Vol. 28 No. 1) was the fact 
that copies of the copyrighted 
stereoviews illustrating it had all 
been supplied by the Munich 
Photo Museum (Fotomuseum im 
Miinchner Stadtmuseum). Our 
apology for the omission and our 
thanks for this special use by Stereo 
World of the Kaiser Panorama 
views go to Dr. Pohlmann, director 
of the Munich Photo Museum. psc 
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Riverside's for You in 2002 
2002 National Stereoscopic Association Convention, July 11-15, Riverside, California 

T here is literally something for Pharaoh's Lost Kingdom Mini For more information, visit: 
every taste within a few miles Golf (8 miles) htt~://www.3dgear.com/NSA/. 639 

of Riverside. Here are just a few Antique Pedestrian Shopping 
of the nearby attractions: Mall (0.10 mile) 

California Speedway (15 miles) 
California Youth Soccer Stadium 
(15 miles) 
Ontario Mills Outlet Mall 
(15 miles) 

Located close to the convention site, the UCR/California Museum of Photography houses 
the vast Keystone-Mast Collection of 350,000 stereoviews. A visit will be among the 
activities scheduled for the convention. What looks like a huge box camera in the top 
center window is actually a walk-in camera obscura, one of the permanent attractions 
in the museum. (Stereo by Lawrence Kaufman) 

Galleria at Tyler Mall (5 miles) 
Hidden Valley Golf Course 
(10 miles) 
March Air Force Base and 
Museum (6 miles) 
Castle Amusement Park (4 miles) 
Disneyland - Magic Kingdom 
and California Adventure 
(45 miles) 
Knotts Berry Farm (45 miles) 
Lake ArrowheadIMountain 
Resorts (32 miles) 
San Manuel Casino (22 miles) 
Temecula Wineries (40 miles) 
Raging Waters (40 miles) 

A wild ride at 
Shore Acres. 1 
(Stereo by Gary Schacker) - 

Southern California's 
Big Bear Lake, just one 
of the many natural 
attractions for 
stereography in 
the Riverside area. 
(Stereo by Gary Schacker) 
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German 
Submarines 
Through Two 

lichard C .  Ryder 
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E very pair of eyes on the bridge 
of the submarine was focused 
on the tiny speck on the hori- 

zon. Kapitanleutnant Walther 
Schweiger of the U-20 stared at the 
image taking shape in his binocu- 
lars. Passenger liner certainly. Big, 
with four stacks. There certainly 
weren't many of those. British, 
obviously. Too fast to catch. But 
maybe he wouldn't have to; the 
big liner was coming toward the 

"The Lusitania Leaving Dock in New York Crty, " No W26 10 1 by Keystone The 
sinkrng of the grant Cunard Irner by Schweiger's U-20 off southern Ireland on May 7, 
1915 paralyzed US-German relatrons. An advertisement placed by the Imperial 
German Embassy appeared m New York papers the day of the Imer's departure 
wornrng that Amencans who sailed on British ships did so "at their own risk. " 

U-boat, angling to cross Schweiger's 
bow at fairly close range. 

Schweiger submerged the boat 
and moved to the attack. It would 
take a lucky shot on his part for, 
after a week on patrol in the Irish 
Sea, U-20 had only a single torpedo 

"Fleet of murderous 'U' boats, the greatest menace that ever faced our Empire, sur- 
render at Harwich," No. 188 by Realistic Travels. Scores of U-boats turned themselves 
m at Harwich, the designated assembly polnt, at the end of the war. Note the saw- 

available (actually three, but 
Schweiger intended to retain two 
for emergencies during the voyage 
home). The big ship changed 
course to starboard, moving even 
closer to the hidden U-boat. 
Schweiger fired. The torpedo left 
the tube and streaked relentlessly 

the striking the star- 
board side of the liner just aft of 
the bridge. The initial hit was fol- 

toothed net-cutter for penetrating anti-submarine nets on the boat at the lower rrght. - 
I a 



-- 
IhnhMlcl mil 
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lowed by a second, greater explo- 
sion, probably either coal dust in 
the nearly empty bunkers or the 
big ship's boilers, but almost cer- 
t a i n ' ~  the of contraband 

which the liner 
however, illicitly carrying. The 
great ship listed heavily to one 
side, preventing the launching of 
most of her lifeboats, and sank by 
the bow in sixteen 
leaving hundreds of tiny figures 

"British Armored Cruiser Hampshire, lamestown Naval Review, " No. 180 12 by H. C. 
White. Sunk by a subman'ne-laid mine off the Orkneys in ]une of 19 16, the Hamp- 
shire was carrying Lord Kitchener on a secret diplomatic mission to Russia at the time 
of her loss. 

flailing about in the chilly waters. 
Only as the ship went down could 
Schweiger make out the letters on 
the stern. Lusitania. 

Fast forward a quarter century. 
Captain Gunther Prien carefully 

edged the prow of the U-47 gently 
between the dark hulk of the 

"The call which resounded around the world; Lord Kitchener's magic appeal for men," 
No. 267 by Realistic Travels. The most prominent victim of the U-boat war, Kitchener 
was at the time a member of the British War Cabinet and England's greatest living 
soldier. 

sunken blockship and the island 
dimly seen to starboard. Despite an 
almost moonless night, the north- 
ern lights danced on the horizon 
and cast an eerie shimmer on the 
surface of the water. The nerves of 
everyone aboard the surfaced U- 
boat were stretched to the limit. 
For the small gap ahead was a tiny chink in the a giant and 
It wouldn't do to ring the doorbell. 
In front of them lay Scapa Flow, 



"French Battleship at Close Range," No. 16049 by Keystone. Not a battleship at all, 
but the armored cruiser Leon Gambetta (check out the name on the ship), sunk off 
southern Italy in 191 6 by Austrian U-boat ace Georg Ritter von Trapp of The Sound 
of Music fame. 

Kaiser's proud battleships in 1919. 
Against all odds, Prien would 

succeed, torpedoing and sinking 
the battleship Royal Oak, which 
had been lying blissfully at anchor, 
in the very heart of the enemy's 
greatest naval base. Furthermore, 
U-47 would cap this temerity by 
escaping, gliding silently out the 
way she had come, while the 
enemy searched futilely for the 
culprit. Prien might have achieved 
still more, had not the bulk of the 
British fleet moved to an anchor- 
age off the west coast of Scotland 
just days before. Nevertheless, this 
brash young officer had achieved 
the seemingly impossible and U-47 
returned home to a hero's wel- 
come. 

These two incidents, twenty-four 
years apart, represent both the 
most infamous and the most glori- 
ous moments of the German U- 
boat service, one of the most 
renowned yet controversial aspects 
of the two great wars of the twenti- 
eth century. (The term U-boat itself 
derives from "unterseeboot" or 
"underseaboat," the German 
equivalent of our word "subma- 
rine.") 

the main anchorage of the power- The sinking of the Lusitania in 
ful British Home Fleet and the site May of 1915 was widely con- 
of the German Navy's greatest demned throughout the world, 
humiliation, the scuttling of the and most particularly in the Unit- 

ed States, as a barbarous act of 
piracy committed against innocent 
women and children, a flagrant 
violation of international law, and 
the ultimate example of Germany's 
notorious policy of "Unrestricted 
Submarine Warfare." Yet, although 
the policy would poison Ger- 
many's relations with the United 
States, the sinking itself did not, 
contrary to popular belief, lead 
directly to war. 

The British government, though 
obviously distressed by the huge 
casualty toll, was not entirely dis- 
pleased by the results of the Lusita- 
nia sinking. The prevailing attitude 
of "Germany as villain" was one 
that Great Britain, with her wide- 
spread control of both the sea and 
international communications, 
was only too happy to encourage. 

By 1939, the year the Second 
World War broke out, the German 
submarine policy seemed some- 
how less horrifying, in a conflict 
that would ultimately include the 
widespread terror bombing of civil- 
ians, use of the atomic bomb, and 
the wholesale genocide of entire 
populations. Yet once again it 
would be the U-boats that would 

bring America to the brink of war, 
even if it was Japan's attack on 
Pearl Harbor that pushed her over 
the edge. 

Nevertheless, in both conflicts, 
"Unrestricted Submarine Warfare" 
was a policy that was largely forced 
upon Germany by circumstances, 
particularly her relative position of 
inferiority as a naval power. Prior 
to 1914, the rules of "cruiser war- 
fare" against commercial vessels 
had been clearly spelled out in a 
series of international agreements 
to which Germany herself was a 
signatory. Specifically, these rules 
stated that neutral vessels could be 
detained if suspected of carrying 
"contraband" (war supplies) to an 
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enemy nation. Such vessels were to 
be escorted into a friendly port 
and searched; any contraband 
found could then legally be seized 
before sending the vessel on its 
way. Neutral ships were never to 
be sunk. On the other hand, 
enemy merchant ships could be 
sunk, but only after warning the 
ship in order to allow the passen- 
gers and crew, as noncombatants, 
time to seek safety in the lifeboats. 
These rules worked fairly well for 
the surface warships for which 
they had originally been written. 
Unfortunately, they hadn't been 
written with submarines in mind. 

When, in the summer of 1914, 
the First World War broke out, 
Germany's battle fleet was largely 
confined to the North Sea and 
Baltic by the presence of the great- 
ly superior British Grand Fleet, 
based in the north of Scotland, 
exactly like a cork in a bottle. 
Meanwhile, England clamped a 
tight blockade on Germany- 
expanding the definition of "con- 
traband" to include such non-mili- 
tary items as food. America's trade 
with Germany vanished while that 
with the Allied Powers increased 
dramatically. America protested- 
feebly-against the British actions. 

With her access to the world's 
oceans denied, Germany turned to 
her new and as yet untried U-boat 
fleet. Nevertheless, she did try to 
observe the rules of "cruiser war- 
fareu-at least at first. Yet, when 
the British Admiralty (of which the 

"Captured German submarine of the 'Deutschland' type, " No. 290 by Realistic 
Travels. The Deutschland was unique, an unarmed, privately built and operated 
submarine blockade runner that created quite a stir when it showed up in Baltimore 
harbor in july of 19 16. Such ventures proved impractical and it was soon converted 
for war duties. 

ever aggressive Winston Churchill 
was then the head) began to arm 
merchant ships and instructed 
them to try whenever possible to 
ram the fragile U-boats, the Ger- 
mans were faced with a dilemma. 
Not only were submarines slower 
and more vulnerable than almost 
anything else afloat, but their 
greatest advantage was stealth, the 
ability to approach a target unseen 
and unsuspected. The Germans 
could either violate the rules or 
vacate the seas. They chose the for- 
mer. 

Nevertheless, the Germans 
argued, unsuccessfully as it turned 
out, that equipping merchant 
ships with guns made them "de 
facto" warships and thus liable to 
attack without warning. Even giant 
liners like the Lusitania might be 
fair game. 

Fair perhaps, but hardly intelli- 
gent. Outrage over the sinking was 
so universal throughout the Unit- 
ed States that, had President Wil- 
son not been wholeheartedly com- 
mitted to keeping America neutral, 
she probably would have entered 

, the war then and there. As it was, 
I Wilson's vociferous protests to Ger- 
I many were too bellicose for Secre- 
I tary of State William Jennings 
I 

Bryan, who resigned rather than 
send them. 

But Bryan was wrong. Despite 
additional incidents, Wilson's 
patient diplomacy eventually got 
the Germans to abandon "unre- 
stricted submarine warfareu-for 
the time being at least. 

By the start of 1917, however, 
Germany was clearly losing the 
war. Faced with the prospect of 
starvation in German cities, cour- 
tesy of the British blockade, and 
the imminent collapse of the Ger- 
man army, bled white by the attri- 
tion of a "two-front" war, the 
Kaiser's military advisors saw only 
one way out. Perhaps the U-boats 
could force England's surrender 
before an unprepared America 
could make its presence felt in the 
trenches of the Western Front. 
Anything was preferable to simply 
sitting back and waiting for the 
inevitable. 

As it turned out, the decision to 
resume "unrestricted submarine 
warfare" was both unsuccessful 
and unnecessary. America did 
enter the war, in April of 1917, as 
foreseen, propelled by the resump- 
tion of the U-boat attacks as well 
as a German attempt to embroil 
Mexico in a war with the United 
States by promising the return of 
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"Interior of forward compartment of U boat 135 showing torpedo and four torpedo 
tubes, " No. 293 by Realistic Travels. With only two torpedo tubes in evidence, this is 
most likely the after rather than forward torpedo room. Although torpedoes are 
usually thought of as the most lethal and typical U-boat weaponry, more attacks 
were made using deck guns; de la Periere, for example, sank 54 ships in a single 
month but fired only four torpedoes in the process! 

Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 
The Mexicans were too smart to 
fall for the bribe, and the "Zim- 
mermann Telegram" (as the offer 
was called) was intercepted by the 
British, who promptly released its 
contents to the suitably outraged 
Americans. Ironically, on the East- 
ern Front, the Russian army col- 
lapsed and the country itself was 
soon wracked by bloody revolu- 
tion. Within months, hundreds of 
thousands of German reinforce- 
ments could be shipped from the 
Eastern Front to France. Had the 
Germans only held off on the deci- 
sion to unleash the U-boats, they 
would unquestionably have won 
the war in the spring of 1918! But 
by then the Americans had arrived 
and Germany tottered to defeat. 

Surprisingly, given what had 
transpired, Germany had not even 
built her first submarine until 1906 
and, by the outbreak of World War 
I still had only 45-fewer than 
Britain, France, the United States, 
or even Russia. The German war 
on shipping did not commence 
until February of 1915 and even 
then no more than 20 U-boats 
were available for offensive opera- 
tions. The typical German U-boat 
of World War I had a surface dis- 

placement of some 600 to 900 
tons, a speed of 15 or 16 knots on 
the surface and a mere crawl of 7.5 
knots submerged. It carried an 
armament of from 10 to 16 torpe- 
does (but only 4 to 6 torpedo 
tubes) and one or two deck guns. 
There were also a few specialized 
"U-cruisers" capable of operating 
at much greater range from base 
but carrying fewer torpedoes, plus 
a number of small UB-boats 
designed primarily for coastal 
defense, and the even smaller UC- 
type minelayers. During the war, 
the Germans had employed a total 
of approximately 360 submarines 
of all types in active operations, 
although no more than about 60 
were in use at any one time. 

Nevertheless, by the end of the 
war, U-boats had sunk, either 
through direct attack or mining 
operations, some 5,234 merchant 
ships of more than 18 million 
tons, along with 10 battleships, 18 
cruisers, 20 destroyers, and 9 sub- 
marines. In the course of this may- 
hem, a total of 187 U-boats had 
been lost, but not until the institu- 
tion of an effective convoy system 
late in 1917 did the Allies gain the 
upper hand. One U-boat ace, 
Lothar von Arnauld de la Periere, 

~mp.rtnlonr 
nd four t n r p d o  t a b u .  

in U-35, managed to sink a stagger- 
ing 54 ships totaling 91,150 tons 
in a single month, mostly by gun- 
fire, and he did so without ever 
violating the rules of "cruiser war- 
fare!" In all, de la Periere sank 
more than 200 ships, establishing 
him as the most successful U-boat 
skipper of all time. In the spring of 
1918, another U-boat, in an excep- 
tionally rare appearance in Ameri- 
can waters, actually succeeded in 
laying minefields in the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Bays. For a 
time, it had seemed that the U- 
boats might succeed in starving 
Britain into submission. 

Although attention has tended 
to focus largely-and deservedly- 
on the practice of "unrestricted 
submarine warfare" against mer- 
chant shipping, this was not the 
only dimension of the U-boats' 
contribution to the German war 
effort. The undersea craft also 
achieved several noteworthy suc- 
cesses against enemy warships, tor- 
pedoing and sinking a number of 
the older pre-Dreadnought battle- 
ships and lesser warships, particu- 
larly in the more restricted waters 
of the Mediterranean. Perhaps the 
most spectacular achievement of 
this nature occurred early in the 
war, before either side really under- 
stood the U-boat's potential. On 
September 22, 1914, U-9, under 
Lieut. Otto Weddigen, torpedoed 
and sank three British armored 
cruisers, Aboukir, Cressy, and Ho'pe, 
in broad daylight in waters not far 
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from the Dutch coast. The success, "Conning tower on one of the hugh[?] mine-laying German U boats," No. 292 by 
Realistic Travels. Note the anti-net rigging and prominent deck gun on the smaller which claimed 1,460 lives, would UC7 02 at left. 

not have been possible had Cressy 
and Hopre not stopped to rescue ' 
survivors from the first victim. 

Furthermore, not all of the U- 
boats' successes involved the use of 
torpedoes and deck guns. Several 
of the craft were also equipped to 
carry and lay underwater mines, 
and a few, such as the diminutive 
UC-5, were designed solely for this 
purpose and did not carry torpe- 
does at all. The most spectacular 
victim of a submarine-laid mine 
was the British armored cruiser 
Hampshire which struck a mine 
and sank rapidly in heavy seas 
near the Orkneys, north of Scot- 
land, on June 5, 1916. The mine in 
question was apparently one of a 
group placed by U-75 (Lieut. Com- 
mander Beitzen) on 28-29 May, in 
an attempt to disrupt British fleet 
movements before the Battle of 
Jutland. The attempt paid an unex- 
pected dividend. At the time of the 
sinking, the Hampshire was carry- 
ing the British Secretary for War, 
Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, on a 
top secret diplomatic mission to 
Russia and the Field Marshal was 
not among the few survivors. Arro- 
gant and notoriously difficult to 
work with but nonetheless bril- 
liant, Kitchener had established an 
enviable reputation during the 
Sudanese and Boer Wars at the 
turn of the century and had mas- 
terminded British mobilization at 
the start of WWI. His looming, 

pointing likeness adorned a 
famous British recruiting poster 
that would subsequently provide 
the model for James Montgomery 
Flagg's legendary "I Want You" 
poster featuring Uncle Sam in a 
similar pose in the U.S. 

Curiously, the Germans were not 
the only ones to employ "U-boats" 
in the First World War. Their allies 
the Austro-Hungarians also used 
them with some success in the 
Mediterranean and Adriatic. Aus- 
tria's leading U-boat ace, Linien- 
schiffsleutnant Georg Ritter von 
Trapp, in the Austrian U-5, sank 
the French armored cruiser Leon 
Gambetta (U-boats did seem to 
have a penchant for this class of 
warship!) just off the heel of the 
Italian "boot" in April of 1915. 
Von Trapp, whose exploits also 
included sinking an Italian subma- 
rine, would go on in 1938 to an 
even more courageous act-refus- 
ing a commission in Hitler's new 
German Navy in the wake of the 
Nazi takeover of Austria. Instead, 
von Trapp led his wife and large 
family in a daring escape from 
their homeland, an adventurous 
flight to freedom immortalized in 
the musical The Sound of Music. 

The Allies struck back at the U- 
boats with a series of countermea- 
sures which became ever more 
sophisticated as the war pro- 

gressed. Chief among these was 
the invention of the "depth 
charge," a powerful underwater 
bomb which could be dropped 
from a warship like a destroyer or 
catapulted sideways from a "K- 
gun" to form a ring of death 
around the suspected position of a 
submerged U-boat; the depth 
charge sank to a pre-set depth 
where the water pressure set off a 
trigger mechanism and caused it to 
explode, sending powerful shock 
waves against the fragile hull of a 
nearby submarine. Since WWI U- 
boats could not dive to very great 
depths to evade the charges and 
the Allied warship had only the 
most imprecise idea of where the 
U-boat might be, the attack 
became something of a potentially 
lethal game of underwater tag. 
Even if U-boats were rarely 
destroyed in such attacks, they 
could sometimes be damaged and 
forced to the surface where they 
could be finished off by gunfire or 
ramming. 

Another problem was the "Q- 
ship," a small merchant ship of 
deceptively innocent appearance 
that was in fact a powerfully- 
armed decoy vessel designed as a 
U-boat killer. Because U-boats had 
very limited capacity and carried 
relatively few torpedoes in WWI, 
they often preferred to attack 
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