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en Bates was able to identify 
the views at the top of page 21 K 'n the Nov./Dec. '92 issue as 

one of more than twenty natural 
springs in Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas. He enclosed a recent 
photo of the same site showing 
that little has changed over the 
years. The unknown view was 
probably taken at the turn of the 

century by one of the town's five 
resident stereo photographers who 
operated from about 1880 to 1910. 

Mike Zohn responded to the 
unknown of the wake, illustrated at 
the bottom of page 21 in the same 
issue. He has several wake scenes 
by different publishers. In some the 
mourners wear masks, in some 
they don't. A view by H.L. Roberts 

& Co. of Philadelphia is posed sim- 
ilarly to the Kilburn unknown. 
There are eight people shown. Sev- 
en of these, including the corpse, 
wear masks. The only one without 
a mask is holding the mouth of a 
liquor bottle to the lips of the 
corpse. 

(Cof~tinrrc~d on po'ye I I )  
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Weighty Issue 

A mong the surprises included 
with the previous issue (Vo1.20 
No.1) was one that was com- 

pletely unintentional. Due to a 
printing mix-up, the entire issue 
was printed on the heavy stock 
normally used only for covers. For- 
tunately, the NSA didn't have to 
cover the expense of this accidental 
extravagance in material and 
postage. 

Bodily Depth 
As far back as the Mar./Apr. '84 

feature "View-Master Then & NOW" 
we've wanted to cover the story of 
the famous reellbook publication A 
Stereoscopic Atlas of Human 
Anatomy. Wolfgang and Mary Ann 
Sell had recently assembled the 
basic information for their "View- 
Master" column using material and 
images from their own comprehen- 
sive collection and contacts at 
View-Master. Then through 
Rochester, NY member Nicholas 
Graver we learned of an academic 
journal article about the Atlas by 
the person now in charge of the 
original Stereo Atlas material, Dr. 
Robert A. Chase of Stanford Uni- 
versity - another NSA member! 

The column quickly grew to 
something more like a feature arti- 
cle with the additional information 
and illustrations provided by Dr. 
Chase. These include not only orig- 
inal 35mm transparencies of the 
images seen on reels in the Atlas, 
but also some fascinating Stanford 
University file photos taken in 
1951 showing dissection and pho- 
tographic work being done by Dr. 
David Bassett and William Gruber. 

Even those who can find no kind 
words for anything about the 
View-Master format or content 
generally make an exception for 
the Stereo Atlas (and sometimes for 
the Mushroom Rook and the Chinese 
Art set). It was William Gruber's 
goal to make View-Master a serious 
medium of educational informa- 
tion and stereographic expression. 
Resides being a unique tool of 
medical education, the Stereo Atlas 

stands as an all too rare example of 
what he had in mind - an almost 
painful reminder of the format's 
potential. 

The Atlas remains accurate and 
useful even among today's most 
sophisticated stereoscopic comput- 
er, electron microscope, tomo- 
graphic scanning and video imag- 
ing systems. Gruber's first thought 
was to stereograph surgical proce- 
dures, but the small, crowded field 
and constant movement was 
beyond the scope of his equip- 
ment. Now 3-D video systems fre- 
quently record even micro surgery 
for the use of both doctors and stu- 
dents through tapes published for 
viewing on field sequential moni- 
tors with shuttering glasses. But for 
careful, detailed study of standard 
dissections at an ordinary library 
table, it's still hard to beat the work 
of David Bassett and William Gru- 
ber. 

Refuge 
Interior views of penal institu- 

tions are among the most seldom 
seen stereos, but frequent Stereo 
World contributor Bill Brey shares 
several such gems with us in his 

article "Philadelphia's House of 
Refuge." Only one of the views 
includes any of the young inmates, 
but the other scenes of austere, 
vacant rooms provide at least a 
hint of what life must have been 
like behind these walls. Those in 
charge were proud enough of this 
improvement over housing chil- 
dren in jails with older inmates 
that they cooperated in document- 
ing their institution in stereo. 

Children are no longer locked up 
for being urchins, and facilities 
today for serious young offenders 
range from abusive to innovative 
with at least some having a better 
success rate than the House of 
Refuge. Stereographs from within 
the penal system are at least as rare 
today, however, as in the 19th cen- 
tury. 

Correction 
Step 5 in last issue's insert "Five 

Steps to Viewing the World" con- 
tains a typographical error. The 
final sentence should conclude 
"...you'll probably be able to 
remove the cardboard and use the 
viewer without training wheels!" m 

1 1 View-Master Story Still Available 111 1 
The feature "Seven Billion 

Windows on the World - 
View-Master Then and Now" 
appeared in the out-of-print 
Mar./Apr. '84 issue of Stereo 
World. This 18 page illustrat- 
ed historv of the View-Master 

I 

company has been reprinted 
in a separate, updated version 
and is available for $3.00 
including postage from the 
NSA Back Issue Service, Box 
398, Sycamore, OH 44882. 



Stereo World - 
Southern Branch? 

T his Stereo World branch is locat- 
ed on Victory Drive in Colum- 
bus, Georgia. I went inside and 

asked about back issues of the mag- 
azine and when the next color 
issue would be coming out. The 
staff played "plumb crazy" on me 
and acted like they didn't know 
what I was talking about. Actually, 
it's an audiolfurniture store, staffed 
by some extremely attractive 
young women, which caters to the 
military trade from nearby Fort 
~ e n n i n ~ .  They had never-heard of 
Stereo World and were happy to see 
a copy of the magazine. 

Bill C. Walton 
Columbus, GA 

Kodalux 
After noting your article in the 

Newviews section of the Nov./Dec. 
'92 issue, I decided to try sending a 
roll to the Dallas lab for stereo 
mounting. It turned out to be a 
nightmare .... none of the slides 
were mounted satisfactorily. Some 
slides have the film chips reversed, 
some have one chip tilted and 
some have the chips so far to the 
left or right you can see through 
the mount. I also noted that many 
of the film chips are scratched up. 
Needless to say, I will have to 
remount all of the slides by hand. 
So, please let everyone beware if 
they choose to send any stereo film 
to Kodalux. Maybe the labs better 
stick to developing! 

Dean Jacobowitz 
Montville, CT 

More "SIRDS" Names 
Suggested names for Random 

Dot Stereograms. First: CROSS-EYE 
PUZZLE. Is not every one a puzzle? 
No matter what elements are used 
to form the images, will they not 
always be puzzles? Though usually 
meant to be viewed with the eyes 
"uncrossed", viewing them cross- 
eyed still reveals an interesting 
image, and is not to be discour- 
aged. The term goes a long way 

toward describing how to view 
them, and I think novices or chil- 
dren will find it more helpful than 
confusing. It could be abbreviated 
using the initials or the letter X for 
cross or I for eye, such as: XEP (pro- 
nounced "zep"?), X-EYE-P, or 
XEPUZZLE. 

Second: MESH IMAGE. Here, 
mesh is defined as "an interlocking 
or intertwining arrangement or 
construction." The short form 
could be MESH1 or even just MESH 
(rhymes with mess). 

I have not worried too much 
about hyphens, capitalization, or 
pronunciation, so please feel free to 
play with these ideas as you see fit. 
I only hope that these terms will 
not seem too unscientific or undig- 
nified to the talented people who 
create these images. 

Mark Pop 
Seattle, WA 

I read with interest your "con- 
test" for the name of random dot 
stereographs. I believe that others 
are getting hung up in accuracy 
and in the need to make sense. 
These have never been prime 
orders of mine. 

I therefore abandon all sense and 
go for the jugular. Why not call 
them just what they are? 

DEEPDOTS 
If this doesn't win, no matter. I 

have learned to take rejection quite 
well. 

Sam Wetmore 
Venice, FL m 

I f you have comments or questions for tho 

editor concerning any stereo-related 
appearing (or missing) in the pages o 
World, please write to john Denn~s, 5 
World Editorial Office, 5670 SE 77st A! 
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A 3-D Look at the Human Body 

0 ne of the most amazing med- 
ical guides ever produced was 
published by Sawyer's, Inc. 

between 1951 and 1962. The idea 
was to create a medical encyclope- 
dia illustrating dissections of vari- 
ous parts of the human body and 
depict these procedures in 3-D 
through an "Atlas" of View-Master 
reels. 

A test project sample book was 
set up by View-Master and pub- 
lished in April, 1951. It was distrib- 
uted to various medical schools 
and libraries for their evaluation 
and comments. These sample 
books were also used to entice 
medical professionals into buying 
the entire Stereo Atlas once it 
became available. The sample vol- 
ume contained six View-Master 
reels (numbered Test 1 through 
Test 6) and presented a broad 
overview of what the completed 
work would be like. The six reels 
and the 96 pages of text are spiral 
bound in green leatherette. 

The test sample was favorably 
received by clinicians, medical 
authorities, scientists and teachers 
across the country, and the pro- 
posed Atlas went into full produc- 
tion. The complete work, entitled 
A Stereoscopic Atlas of Human Anato- 
my was written by David L. Bassett, 
M.D., and stereographed by 
William B. Gruber. 

Dr. Bassett received his M.D. from 
Stanford University in 1939 and 
served for many years on the facul- 
ty of the Stanford Medical School. 
He passed away in 1966, but 
received numerous congratulations 
and wide recognition for his work 
on the Atlas. 

View-Master inventor William 
Gruber brought his special talents 
and artistry to many special 3-D 
projects, with the Atlas being one 
of his proudest achievements. He 
designed, built and operated the 

Sections One and Six of A STEREOSCOPIC ATLAS OF HUMAN ANATOMY in their original 
cartons and one of the books. 

special cameras and lighting used 
to capture the spectacular images 
for the Stereo Atlas. 

The two men were introduced by 
Dr. W.K. Livingston, head of 
surgery at the University of Oregon 
Medical School in Portland, who 
had discussed the use of stereo 
imaging in the medical field with 
Gruber. In 1948, Bassett and Gru- 
ber developed the Stereo Atlas con- 
cept and began work on the mas- 
sive project at Stanford University's 
Anatomy Department. 

Consisting of 8 sections, the 
Atlas itself totals 23 volumes. It 
contains 1,554 stereo views includ- 
ing 59 radiographs. There are 3,318 
pages of text that accompany the 
3-D images. Every reel shows the 
clear, full color, beautifully illumi- 
nated detail of seven step-by-step 
dissections of actual human mater- 

ial. Each sequence of dissection is 
done on the same specimen and 
each stereo view is keyed to a 
labeled drawing in the text. Origi- 
nally, the idea was to incorporate 
the numbers used in labeling the 

The back of one of the Stereo Atlas 
books containing the numbered 
reels. 



Reel 35, scene 2, 
"OSTEOLOC Y 
Roentgenogram 
of skull, left later- 
al view. " 

Reel 1 0 7 scene 4, 
"VOLAR ASPECT 
OF RIGHT HAND 
Superficial volar 
arch. " 

Reel 53 scene 3, 
"DISSECTION OF 
LEFT ORBIT FROM 
AN ANTERIOR 
APPROACH" 
reveals the mus- 
cle structure sup- 
porting the eye, 
often referred to 
as the suspenso- 
ry ligament. 
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cerebrum, cerebellum and brain 
stem. It consists of four volumes 1 
with 238 views and 497 pages of 
text. The issue price was $27.50. 

Section two, published in 1954, 
is entitled The Head and Neck. The 
photos in this section deal with the 
skull, the cranial bones and the cer- 
vical spine. This section has five 
volumes with 357 views and 739 
pages of text. The issue price was 
$38.50. 

The third section, The Upper 
Extremity, was published in 1955. 
Sixty-three magnificent views of 
the hand highlight the practical 
usefulness of this section. Also 
included are osteology, selected 
radiographs, and exploratory 
anatomical dissection of the entire 
upper extremity. This section is 
three volumes with a total of 196 
views and 408 pages of text. The 
issue price was $22.50. 

Section four, The Thorax, was 
published in 1958. Dissections of 
the breast, heart, lungs and 
diaphragm highlight this section. 
It is made up of two volumes con- 
taining 140 views and 295 pages of 
text. The issue price was $16.50. 

The fifth section is The Abdomen, 
published in 1960. This section has 
a series of views of the abdominal 
wall and inguinal region. There are 
many views of dissections of the 
intra-abdominal organs. This sec- 
tion has 140 views and 195 pages 
of text contained in two volumes. 
The issue price was $16.50. 

Section six on The Pelvis was 
published in 1961. There are dis- 

Scale - 1 divisia 

The drawing in the Stereo Atlas for reel 54 scene 6. On the facing page, beneath the 
title, is a paragraph describing the area of dissection and the parts removed or colored 
for clarity. Following that is the list of the 23 identified points. 

specimens directly into the scenes 
on the reels. However, it was decid- 
ed that the photographs would 
give greater detail if only the speci- 
men itself was shown in the 3-D 
image. 

The first section, published in 
1952, was The Central Nervous Sys- 
tem. This section is devoted to 
detailed views of the brain and 
spinal cord. It contains spectacular 
3-D images of dissections of the 

The m 

S 
everal of the illustrations tor t 
column are copies of the oric 
nal full 35mm Kodachrome 

pairs, supplied by NSA member I 
Robert A. Chase of Stanford Unit 
sity. When Lucile Bassett, widow 
Dr. David Bassett, recovered the 
original transparencies and dram 
ings for A Stereoscopic Atlas of 
human Anatomy, she placed the 
collection with Dr. Chase for st01 --- care, and distribution throu 

zational p 

edical community 
recently reminded of the Stereo 
Atlas through an article in the jour- 
nal Clinical Anatomy (5:151-156 
1992) titled "The Wonderful Legacy 
of David L. Bassett" by Dr. Chase, 
Emile Holman Professor of Surgery 
and Emeritus Professor of Anatomy 

rd. The article follo 
medical career anc 
era1 fascinating det 

about the creation and siqn,,,,,, ,,, , 

The pro ruber I lcess OT me aassect/cl 
effort consisted of preparations and 
meticulous dissections of cadaver 
regions by David Bassett which Cru- 
ber would photograph in 3-D. 
William Cruber visited every few 
weeks to photograph 30 to 50 dis- 
section examples that had been pre- 
pared by Dr. Bassett .... The image 
transparencies taken on 35mm 
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then reduced to View-Master format 
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Reel 54 scene 6, 
"DISSECTION OF 
RIGHT ORBIT 
FROM A SUPERIOR 
APPROACH" 
shows the right 
eye socket cut 
away to reveal 
the branches of 
the opthalmic 
artery. 

Reel 8 scene 3, 
"EXPLORATION 
OF THE BRAIN 
FROM ITS SUPER/- 
OR ASPECT Cen- 
era1 surface 
view. " From an 
original slide 
pair in the Bas- 
sett Collection. 

Reel 782 scene 
7, "EXPLORATION 
OF GLUTEAL 
REGION AND HIP 
Interior of left hip 
joint, viewed 
from below. " 
From an original 
slide pair in the 
Bassett Collection. 
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Dr. Bassett demonstrating the use of 
the Stereo Atlas, with the book ouen 
to the drawing and explanation bf a 
brain dissection corresponding to the 
full color 3-0 scene in the view- as- 
ter. Stanford University photo, 1 95 7.  

limb is shown in relation to mus- 
cles, bones and joints. There are 
217 views and 475 pages of text in 
this three-volume section. The 
issue price was $27.50. 

Dr. Bassett prepares a human brain for William Gruber's custom made stereo camera 
rig. Stanford University photo, 7 95 7. 

In Marc 
took three test oooKlers ana SIX 

View-Master stereoscopes to th 
American Association of 
Anatomists annual meeting in 
Detroit .... A line of anatomists 
through the door and down ths 
hall formed to get a glimpse of 
unusual anatomical views. 

The Atlas was recognized wc 
wide an an excellent reference tor 
serious students of anatomy. It was 
carefully compiled and scrupulous- 
ly accurate. It is no surprise that 
the meticulously precise David 
sett was appointed to the edito 
board for the 20th edition of tb 
classical Stedman's Medical Dicti 

section eight, The Rack, was pub- 
lished in 1962 and is the last sec- 
tion in the Stereo Atlas. It contains 

avid Basset 
.L. . .. .I .. . 

photographs pertaining to the 
spine as well as views of the mus- 
cles, blood vessels and ligaments 
related to the back. In volumes 
there are 12 views and 240 pages 
of text. The issue price was $14.50. 

sections of the female perineum 
and internal pelvic organs as well 
as views of the male external geni- 
talia. This section has two volumes 
with 154 views and 340 pages of 

e work unl 
. . ..&. .. _ .I 

text. The issue price was $19.50. 
The seventh section was pub- 

lished in 1962 and is entitled The 
Lower Extremity. The detailed anato- 
my of the nerves and of the 

doubtedly 
, . .J .* ..& 

would 
L.. . t 

photographs makes it possible 1 
create the illusion of vertical anc 
horizontal rotation of objects and 
the visual effect of zooming in and 
out. The line drawings are built 
upon tracings from the transparen- 
cies so that drawing superimposition 
upon the dissections may be done. 
The stereo Atlas is ideally positioned 
to make its contribution to new 
stereo formats such as projection 
video 3-D display and holography, 
which are becoming more common- 
place in both entertainment and 
education. The Bassett images will 
make their way into publications, 
both print and electronic, for use in 
the educational continuum from 

conttnuea naa 11 nor wen Tor 
i Bassett's untimely death in 
at the age of 53. He died at 

lniversity of Washington Hos- 
in Seattle after a long struggle 
amyloid disease. The Atlas is 
iportant and everlasting lega- 
at will find many applications 
ucation, particularly as we 

explore the new technologies for 
storage, delivery, and transmission 
of knowledge. For example, the 
;manes lend themselves beautifully 

mputer-assisted educational 
earns, not only because the 
ctions and images are excel- 
)ut because the orqanization 
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Reel 163 scene 
7, "PELVIC PERI- 
TONEAL CAVIN 
OF FEMALE Pelvic 
peritoneal rela- 
tions with blad- 
der deflated, 
close-up anterior 
view. " From an 
original slide pair 
in the Bassett 
Collection. 

Reel 190 scene 
4, "DISSECTION 
OF KNEE Interior 
of right knee 
joint, anterior 
view. " From an 
original slide pair 
in the Bassett 
Collection. 

Reel 87 scene 3, 
"OSTEOLOGY 
Articulated 
bones of right 
hand, dorsal 
view. " From an 
original slide pair 
in the Bassett 
Collection. 

'hi, 



Dr. Bassett and William Gruber prepare a jawbone for the specially designed stereo 
shift camera. The specimen is on a box that allowed backlighting to be combined with 
flood and spot sources to eliminate shadows. Stanford University photo, 195 1.  

Each section could be purchased 
individually as it was published, or 
a complete Atlas was available at a 
cost of $183.00. The entire set is 
spiral bound in maroon leatherette 
covers with gold print identifying 
each section and volume. 

A one volume, 156 page refer- 
ence guide to the complete Stereo 

Atlas was also available (for $10.00), 
and is divided into three parts: 

Part A is a condensation of the 
table of contents from each of the 
eight separate sections. 

Part B directs attention to key 
views by 1) regional areas and 
2) major organ systems. 

Part C is a complete alphabetical 
listing of all items in the index of 

each section as well as a general 
cross reference. 

In February, 1962, a prospectus 
to the complete eight-section Atlas 
was published. The prospectus con- 
tains one reel and descriptive pages 
from each of the eight sections as 
follows: 
Section One Reel 8 

"Exploration of Brain" 

Section Two Reel 62 
"Dissection of Left Ear - Ear Ossicles" 

Section Three Reel 101 
"Volar Aspect of Right Hand" 

Section Four Reel 11 7 
"Dissection of Pericardium and 
Heart in situ" 

Section Five Reel 152 
"Kidneys, Suprarenal Glands & Pos- 
terior Abdominal Area - Osteology" 

Section Six Reel 155 
"Lumbosacral Spine - Pelvic Girdal" 

Section Seven Reel 182 
"Gluteal Retion & Hip-Dissection of 
Left Thigh" 

Section Eight Reel 213 
"Dissections of Thoratic & Lum- 
bosacral Regions of the Back" 

The book gave an overall view of 
the entire completed Stereo Atlas 
and was used as a stimulus for 
potential customers. 

The medical community was 
overwhelmingly enthusiastic over 
such an unprecedented work. At 
the time of its publication the fol- 
lowing comment was made by the 
Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation: 

"Great credit must be given to 
the author for the superior quality 
of the dissections, which are 
planned to give a maximum of 
information. The color photogra- 
phy by Gruber is excellent and 
there is no difficulty in identifying 
the anatomic structures. This pub- 
lication is a milestone in the picto- 
rial recording of anatomy. It 
should be of great value to anyone 
interested in human gross anato- 
my." 

A Stereoscopic Atlas of Human 
Anatomy was available not only 
from Sawyer's but, according to a 
View-Master brochure, could still 
be ordered from GAF in 1974. Most 
of the complete sets of the Stereo 
Atlas were purchased by medical 
schools and medical libraries and 
remain in their possession today. m 



The Un knows (Continued i*de m* c., 

William Rauch had some com- 
ments on the sociology of the wake 
views, which we thought worth 
quoting. "...it represents the preju- 
dicial humor of the Protestant 
majority of Americans toward the 
Irish Catholic minority back at the 
turn of this century. Those were 
very unecumenical times, with 
some Protestants being very fearful 
of an increased Roman Catholic 
presence in the country, as wave 
after wave of immigrants arrived 
from Ireland. Late 19th century 
American Protestantism, which 
was decidedly prohibitionist and 
straight-laced looked upon the 
Irish as Whisky-swilling, womaniz- 
ing scamps, who used any excuse 
for partying. Your view shows two 
lighted candles by the deceased. 
This is Roman Catholic custom. In 
my views you can actually see the 
priest in the back of the group. My 
hunch is that the masks are charac- 
terizations of presumed Irish 
duplicity at wakes - putting on a 
sad face for the occasion, but 
enjoying the booze." 

Richard Campbell believes that 
the Adelphi Hotel, shown at the 
bottom of page 22 in the Jan./Feb. 
'93 issue, is located in Saratoga 
Springs. He says it is still there, has 
been restored, and is still in opera- 
tion. 

Our first unknown this issue was 
submitted by Larry Rochette. It is a 
portrait of a well-dressed gentle- 
man on a yellow card labeled "No. 
15." Larry feels certain that it is by 
Nickerson of Provincetown, MA. 
Can anyone identify the person 
shown? 

Our second and third views 
belong to Rich Slonaker. They are 
Keystone eye testing views, and 
Rich wonders if anyone can identi- 
fy the people shown. The baseball 
player may be Babe Ruth, but 
where and when? The cowboy 
could be Tom Mix with his "Won- 
der horse" Tony. 

Send information or unknowns 
to Neal Bullington, 5880 London 

Drive, Traverse City, MI 49684. 
We'd especially like to receive 
views that are a bit out of the ordi- 
nary. Please enclose return postage 
when sending views. m 

G oing crazy guessing the who, what or 
where of unidentified views in your collec- 

tion? Get help from the entire NSA member- 
ship by sending views to The Unknowns, 
5880 London Dr., Traverse City, MI 49684 
with return postage. Even views with printed 
titles from major publishers can sometimes 
fail to identify some aspect of the subject. 
(Unusual subjects or intemting street scenes 
are more likely to be printed here than gener- 
ic houses or pastures.) Send information on 
subjects you recognize to the same address. 

Explore the World 
of 3-L) Imaging, Past & Present, in 
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