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3-D Space Specs 

H ard to believe, but it seems 
that anaglyph glasses were 

once sold right along with sun- 
glasses! Though this "3-D SPACE 
SPECS" display is not dated, I have 
to guess it's a 1950s remnant: "For 
viewing 3-D comic books ..J ig-Saw 
Puzzles ... Advertising Material in 
3-D printing only." Interestingly, 
the lenses are red and green, green 
being on the right. The display was 
made for regular sunglasses, but a 
SPACE SPECS sticker was attached 
which proudly announces that 3-D 
is "for Youngsters from 6-60." an 
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A Man, A River and 
Two Lenses 

C onsidering all the stereogra- 
phers covered in the pages of 

Stereo World over the past 18 years, 
it seems ironic that we haven't, 
until this issue's feature by Larry 
Hess, included Henry Hamilton 
Bennett of Wisconsin. There are 
several aspects of his story making 
him more than worthy of atten- 
tion, including the unusually high 
quality of his work and its impor- 
tance in making the Dells of the 
Wisconsin River one of the most 
well known natural wonders in the 
country. Added to the significance 
of Bennett and his work is the fact 
that his studio remains in business 
today, at the same location in the 
same town, selling prints from his 
original glass negatives and stereo- 
graphs from the original stock. 

While unsold views by other 
publishers (like Kilburn or Key- 
stone) do on occasion become 
available from private or museum 
stocks,only Bennett views are still 
sold directly from the original 
drawers in the original building. 
Now on the National Register of 
Historic Places as the oldest photo 
studio in the U.S. in operation by 
members of the same family, the 
one-story brick studio building in 
Wisconsin Dells is both museum 
and sales office for the H.H. Ben- 
nett Studio Foundation. The main 
room is crowded with counters full 
of images, sample books, views 
and stereoscopes while the walls 
are covered with Bennett's large 
format photos. In one corner, 
above a case filled with a stereo 
camera and other equipment, a 
large glass negative of a Dells rock 
formation is illuminated from the 
rear. Next to this is a door over 
which hangs a small sign reading 
"America's Oldest Darkroom." 

An exhibit at the Milwaukee Art 
Museum, "H.H. Bennett: A Sense 
of Place" continues through April 
12, 1992 and will later travel 
nationally. (See Sept./Oct. '91, 
page 41 or contact the Milwaukee 

Art Museum, 750 N. Lincoln 
Memorial Dr., Milwaukee, WI 
53202.) 

pany also now offers do-it-yourself 
random dot stereo programs for 
both PC and Mac computer users. 

Each of the twelve 10Y2 x 16" 
pages presents a single-frame stere- 
ogram relating to the month. 
Some are framed by flat images 
while others take up the entire 
width of the page. Five of the 
months feature full color illustra- 
tions using the "wallpaper" tech- 
nique in which repeated rows of 
images pop into several planes of 
depth when any two adjacent fig- 
ures are fused. The rest are 
monochrome, computer generated 
random dot images like the origi- 
nal "Pentica" ad and the puzzles in 
the November '91 issue of OMNI 
magazine, but with the added 
impact of larger size. 

While one image of kites in the 
sky and one of Saturn are less than 
impressive, the January, May, July, 
September and October images are 
worth the price of the entire calen- 
dar and will be saved as posters by 
many 3-D graphics fans long after 
the year has passed. The calendar, 
with 3-D images by Tom Baccei 
and Dan Dyckman, is $20 from 
N.E. Thing Enterprises, Box 1827, 
Cambridge, MA 02139. The com- 

Random Date 3-D 
The 1992 freeviewing 3-D calen- 

dar from N.E. Thing Enterprises 
(see July/Aug. page 30) arrived 
about mid January, leading to a 

that WOr'd's 
general lateness has become conta- 
gious among 3-D publishing 
efforts. The however, was 
well worth the wait. 

N.E. THING FABULOUS 

1 992 zF@ CALENDAR 
tipi of my fingers on the keyb6ard, 
one of those once-started-easily- 
repeated errors crept in during an 
"Attack of the Zombie Editor" 1:30 
am work session. I even owned a 
Yashica (TLR) once, but no memo- 
ry of it surfaced in time to korrect 
the kontinuing kalamity. 

The photo at the upper left of 
page 18 was flopped when the 
half-tone negative was inserted 
into the page for printing. For the 
caption (and a good portion of the 
city of Paris) to make sense, the 
image should be viewed in a mir- 
ror. We've always resisted using the 
mirror viewing technique for 
stereo pairs, but it will work nicely 
for this flat photo! 

In the third column of page 30, 
some words were blocked out in 
the printing process, probably by a 
stray piece of lithographic tape. 
They are: "...system works. It is a 
boxlike device about four feet high, 
studded with...". aa 

T-shirts, postcards, and a STARE-E- 
0 book are the company's next 
projects~ 

In the meantime, the random 
dot rash has spread to other publi- 
cations including, believe-it-or- 
not, the Technical Analysis of Stocks 

Commodities magazine for 
September and October of '91. Ads 
using single-frame random dot 
images with simple shapes hidden 
in them appeared from the MESA 
software company of Goleta, CA. 
announcing that "MESA and 3-D 
Pull Signals From Noise." 

2V2 Corrections for the 
Sept./Oct. '91 Issue 

Before anyone else writes in 
about it, NO, Yashica (page 32) 
isn't spelled with a "K" and yes, we 
did know it and do know it. Some- 
where between David Starkman's 
original text and the stumblinn 



Video Game 3-D or NOT? 

M any of your readers may be 
interested in Sega's new 

"Holographic Video Game" called 
Time Traveler. Full color, animated 
characters are focused in space and 
appear to be holographic. The 
game controls allow movement in 
two directions (left, right, up and 
down). Near and far movements 
are not present. The entire scene 
appears as a curved postcard in 
space. Players can run their hands 
through the image. 

No glasses are needed. Several 
people can see the effect at the 
same time, although there is dis- 
tortion as one changes viewing 
position. On some units, an opti- 
cal autostereoscopic display can be 
seen above the futuristic cabinet. 

Even though the effect is two 
dimensional, it is still impressive. 
Success of this system may depend 
more on game play than the holo- 
graphic effect. Time will tell. 

Raymond Bolt 
Alexander City, AL 

Passport to Stereo 
3-D seems to pop up in odd 

places. The enclosed ad for pass- 
port photos was obviously taken 
with the now somewhat standard 
Polaroid 3-D camera used in most 
department store studios and even 
many professional studios for pass- 
ports. The tiny photos in this ad 
can be free viewed [via conver- 
gence viewing] and the stereo 
revealed easily. 

Passports require two identical 
photos. 3-D Polaroid portraits 
would produce two pictures taken 
at the same instant, but as we 
know, are not truly identical, being 
offset by about two and a half 
inches. 

If you don't have access to a 3-D 
camera available for family pic- 
tures, find the best deal locally for 
passport photos, and check to be 
sure it is a twin lens camera pro- 
ducing an instantaneous pair. 
Then have them take your portrait 
and ask for it UNCUT. Take the 

Our instan: color passpor: pnotos meet 
U.S. government requirements for legal 
passports and are also Ideal for buslness 
publications, resumes, llcense 

print home and cut it yourself for 
a print viewer of free viewing. You 
might as well have everyone in the 
family's "passport" photos made. 
For a price of five to ten dollars 
each you can have a set of true 3-D 
photos of the whole gang for less 
than the sitting charge alone for a 
single individual portrait in most 
studios. 

Paul Enchelmayer 
South Miami, FL 

Salt Lake City 
Re: Salt Lake City view, page 5, 

Vol. 18 No. 3. 
I greatly enjoyed the whole 

issue, particularly the excellent 
reproduction of the stereoviews. I 
have a question: 

The view of East Temple Street 
bothered my "free view" around 
the center of the picture. Closer 
checking shows that the lady 
crossing the street appears on the 
left side of the clock in the left pic- 
ture and on the right side in the 
right picture. Then I realized sever- 
al figures had moved, denoting 
that the right hand picture was 
taken several seconds later than 
the left. What gives? Do we have a 
sticking shutter? Is this common? 

Charles J. Holland, Jr. 
Dallas, TX clro 

Please enroll me as a member of the National Stereosco ic Association. 
I understand that my one-year subscription to Stereo &rld will begin 

with the MarchIApril issue of the current year. 
.- 

U.S. membership mailed third class ($22). 
- 

I U U.S. membership mailed first class for faster delivery ($32). I 
Foreign membership mailed surface rate, and first class to Canada ($34). 
Foreign membership mailed international airmail ($48). 

Send a sample copy ($5.50). 

Please make checks payable to the National Stereoscopic Assodation. Foreign 
members please remit in U.S. dollars with a Canadian Postal Money order, an 
International Money Order, or a foreign bank draft on a U.S. bank. 

Address I 
State Zip I 

PO Box 14801, Columbus, OH 43214 
The Only National Organization Devoted Exclusively To Stereo Photography, Stereoviews, and 3-D Imaging Techniques. 
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Fig. 1 .  H.H. Bennett and camera in a rowboat. 

H. He Bennett 
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M ore than a century ago Wis- 
consin Dells, then Kilbourn 

City, Wisconsin, became the home 
of the Bennett Studio. Like many 
tourists, my initial visit to the stu- 
dio five years ago was my first 
exposure to stereographs and 
stereo photography. At the studio, 
Jean Reese, Mr. Bennett's grand- 
daughter, explained historic details 
of the studio and the stereographs 
produced there. Even today the 
studio has an amazing assortment 
of original Bennett stereographs 
still available for purchase. Recent- 
ly I returned for a second visit with 
the Reese family, and here share 
some of the story and work of 
Henry H. Bennett. 

Henry Hamilton Bennett (figure 
1) was born on January 15, 1843 at 
his grandfather's farm in Farnham, 
Quebec. At fourteen, Henry, his 
father and uncle traveled in search 
of work to Kilbourn, Wisconsin 
where they were later joined by 
the rest of the family. Henry 
worked at various jobs until 1861 
when he joined the Union Army's 
Wisconsin River Volunteers and 
served slightly over three years. 

Upon returning from the Civil 
War, his photographic career 
began with arrangements to buy 
Leroy Gates' Gallery (a tintype stu- 
dio) in Kilbourn. During 1865 Mr. 
Bennett produced his first stereo, a 

stereo camera and a portable dark 
tent. Both simplified his field 
work. By the early 1870s business 
at the studio was improving and 
Bennett and his brothers were con- 
ducting rowboat tours of the Dells 

I view of <he original 
- 

I 

wooden bridge over the 
Wisconsin ~ k e r  at the 
Narrows, which was to "Even today the studio has 
be destroyed by a flood an amazinq assortment of 
in 1866. Following a 
period in the Gates original ~ e n i e t t  stereographs 
Gallery, Henry married still available for ourchase. " 
~ranci-s "~rankie" Douty I 

in January, 1867. Mr. I I 

~ a t e s  had sold the gallery building 
to an out-of-town photographer, 
and for a short time after his wed- 
ding Bennett worked from his 
photo-tent in towns around the 
Kilbourn area. 

Returning to Kilbourn in 1868, 
Henry and Frankie settled once 
again in the Gates Gallery, which 
they were able to lease when its 
sale to the other photographer fell 
through. Bennett refined his 
equipment by constructing a 

on a daily basis. Bennett's speciali- 
ty was photographing the secluded 
side canyons and rock formations 
along the river. After a river tour, 
visitors would often purchase 
stereo views (like figure 2) of the 
sights they had visited. In 1872 
Bennett advertised over 200 stereo 
view titles and by 1874 the studio 
reported sales of more than 20,000 
copies. 

Powered tour boat operations 
started in the summer of 1872 

Fig. 2. Bennett No. 1043, "Witches' Gulch looking into narrow passage from side. " 
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with the arrival of the steamer Fi'y. 3. Bennett No. 158, "Pleasure Steamer Dell Qlreen. " 
Modocawanda. As tourist opera- 
tions continued to grow, a second boats soon grew to include the "Falling in love with the Dells," 
steamer, the Dell Queen, was Apollo, the Champion, and the as Bennett wrote, is beautifully 
launched the following summer. Alexander Mitchell. During the documented in his stereograph 
Bennett photographed this plea- mid-1870s Kilbourn continued to series In and About the Dells of the 
sure Steamer (figure 3) for his early develop as a resort and Bennett Wisconsin River. He traveled exten- 
Wandering amonLq the and illustrated railroad handbooks and sively throughout the Dells, pho- 
Beauty of Wisconsin Scenery Dells guidebooks to support the tographing both the scenic beauty 
series.Be~Ond his area's growth. His business success and tourist activities of the time. 
the Dells, Mr. Bennett pho- undoubtedly helped their growing An example from the Dells series 
tographed groups of boat passen- family that now included three (figure 4) shows a tour steamer at 
gers and offered prints for sale children; Hattie, Ashley and Nellie. Leland's Point about two and a 
after their tours. The fleet of tour half miles north of Kilbourn. The 

Dells series is Bennett's largest of 
the sixteen catalog series, and 

Fig. 4. Bennett No. 11 7, "Up the river from opposite Leland's Point." 

4 + 
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of their river trips, years after the 
photos were taken. Miriam also 
wrote about how tiresome posing 
for their father could be- 

The "Cave of the Dark Waters" 
views, part of the Dells series, fea- 
ture a combination of Dells 
scenery and Bennett creativity. To 

Fig. 5. Bennett No. 1139, "Up the river from behind Steamboat Rock." Posed in this idyl- 
lic setting are Miriam and Ruth Bennett. 

includes over four hundred views 
taken between 1865 and 1900. 
Many views recorded locations 
completely covered by the higher 
river waters of today. 

landscapes. Figure 5 pictures Miri- 
am and Ruth Bennett, who were 
often his models, at the river near 
Steamboat Rock. Ruth's daughter, 
Jean Reese, retains fond memories 

Some outstanding Bennett views 
in the series picture 
members and friends within scenic 

Fig. 6. Bennett No. 210, "Cave of the Dark Waters - Reflection Arch." In order to make the 
dark interior visible in a photograph, Bennett whitewashed the rock surfaces to within inch- 
es of the waterline. 



obtain adequate lighting for figure 
6,  he whitewashed the cave walls 
and then placed the life-like figure 
in the background. Re~ortedlv the 

Fig. 7. Bennett No. 1101, "Black Hawk's Port Hole." Posing bel~inri the rocks is hen nett!^ 
F e n d  and associate Will iam Metcalf. The  image was also isslied in standard size stereo 
format as No. 70. 

" 
cave views were used in a Wiscon- 
sin court to discredit photographic 
evidence. It was argued that since 

Waters" views have a number of 
variations since different negatives 
were exposed from slightly differ- 
ent camera positions. 

Fig. 8. Bennett No. 360, "Rice Fields - newly planted. " The view is from the series A 
i SUMMER IN IAPAN, stereographed by  Will iam Metcalf with a camera made by Bennett. 

a scene could be created and pho- 
tographed, like the Bennett views, 
photographs must not be reliable 
as evidence. The "Cave of the Dark 
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William Metcalf, a long time 
Milwaukee resident, first learned 
of Bennett through his stereo 
views. Metcalf came from New 
York City in 1843 with a friend, 



Charles Bradley, and together they 
started in business as Bradley & 
Metcalf, selling footwear. In 1845 
their partnership expanded, 
becoming the first Western manu- 
facturer of shoes and boots that 
were distributed throughout much 
of the Western United States. At 
the time of his acquaintance with 
Bennett, Metcalf's business success 
provided him the means to travel 
extensively and support the work 
of artists. The two became close 
friends, traveling together on pho- 
tographic trips through the Dells 
and Winnebago Indian areas. Met- 
calf was nicknamed "The Hermit 
of Diamond Grotto" based on the 
view in figure 7. 

Metcalf's friendship provided 
Bennett with both financial and 
professional rewards. Mr. Metcalf 
often reviewed Bennett's stereo- 

TIIE S A X E I ~ A ' ~  ?TORT OF' HnrT'f AN'R I,IFI: 1lV T i r R  ~ I s P o N ~ I Y  
I.!::'? i ~ : l ~ i > ! ~ i ! ~ ~ ~  tI14, KI i t~<111r i1  I ~ : ~ I I I ,  O r 1  lt(~>!rt! tlv. 1:ftI't 
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graphs, commenting on composi- 
tion and suggesting possible 
improvements. Bennett built a 
stereo camera for his friend in 
1877, and Metcalf used it to pho- 
tograph a series of twenty-six 
views during a trip Japan. Ben- 
nett cataloged this series as "A 
summer in Japan." (figure 8, Met- 
calf's greatest contribution, howev- 

Fig. 9. The west side of the Bennett Studio in 1875. Note the angled windows of the strr- 
dio area at  the center and the revolvingprint house behind the building. Named to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1976, it is the oldest photo studio in the U.S. in 
continuous operation by members of the same family. 

er, was a loan in 1875 that 
financed the construction of the 
H.H. Bennett Studio. Following 
Metcalf's death in 1892, his stereo 
camera and accessories were given 

Fig. 10. Bennett No. 1432, "Running the Kilbourn dam, On board the Raft." 

to Bennett and today are on dis- 
play at the studio. 

The H.H. Bennett Studio is a 
rectangular building about twenty 
feet wide by eighty feet deep locat- 
ed on Broadway, the town's main 
street. The business area at the 



front of the studio included large 
storage shelves on the west wall. 
The shelves held stereographs, 

Fig. 11. Bennett family view showing H.H. Bennett handling the steen'n,~ oar on the lum- 
ber rap in calm water. 

available for customer review, 
organized into groups that were 
separated by dividers. The dividers 
were often stereographs having 
manufacturing errors and a tag 
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Fig. 12. Bennett No. 277, "Wah-con-ja-z-gah (Yellow Thunder) Wam'or chief 120 y's 
old." 

attached to the edge showing the 
view number. Today's Master Set 
collection at the studio includes 
many original divider views as well 

ure9) to provide subject lighting 
Construction of adjacent buildings 
has eliminated the studio's win- 

as other views with manufacturing 
errors. 

The central portion of the build- 
ing was the portrait studio, with 
angled roof and side windows (fig- 
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