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3-D Movies 
A 3-D Film Festival 

C hris J. Condon, president of 
Stereovision International, Inc, 

was described as "probably the 
leading authority on 3-D pho- 
tography in the United States" by 
R.M. Hayes, in his book 3 - 0  
Movies. Thanks to Mr. Condon, 
Southern California was treated to a 
ten-week 3-D film festival this spring. 

Stereovision completely took over 
the Vagabond Theatre near down- 
town Los Angeles, and outfitted it 
with the necessary equipment to 
present 3-D movies in the original 
interlocked twin projection system, 
as well as in the more recent single- 
projector, over and under image 
format. In the latter process, Stereo- 
vision designed the camera lenses 
and projection attachments for 
many of the 3-D films made in the 
1970's and 1980's. 

In addition, shorts and featurettes 
were included with some of the pro- 
grams, including the two 3-Stooges 
comedies, "Spooks" and "Pardon 
My Backfire," and individual stories 
from the anthology film, "Tales 
From the Third Dimension." Special 
guests appeared at some of the pro- 
grams, such as Kathryn Grayson 
("Kiss Me Kate") and Marie Windsor 
("Cat Women of the Moon"). 

Opening night was a gala affair, 
with searchlights sweeping the skies 
above the Vagabond, and marquee 
proclaiming "3-D Film Festival" and 
"House of Wax" in big letters. The 
auditorium was filled to near 
capacity for the 6:30 p.m. showing, 
and a long line stretched down the 
block for the 8:45 feature. The high- 
light for all was the appearance of 
"Mr. 3-D", Vincent Price, the star of 

Two weeks later, the projection 
booth changed to Stereovision's 
single projection system for the 
world premiere of "Hyperspace," an 
Earl Owensby production. Billed as 
a spoof of outer space epics, the low 
budget comedy featured David 
Letterman regulars Chris Elliott, 
Paula Poundstone and Alan Marx. 
Des~ite  the title. the entire stow is 
ear(hbound, taking place in a skall, 
southern town. The script is 
actually quite amusing, centering 
around the efforts of a confused 
Darth Vader-type character, along 
with his diminutive black-robed 
minions, attempting to locate the 
parties responsible for stealing their 
outer space transmissions. Of 
course, they immediately head for 
the local Aamco dealer. where thev 
mistake an industrial vacuum 

Din,c-for ,411dr.c. c f c ?  'lbtil n~lutc~s a story aho~rt tile fi lr~~ir~g of "Houst~ of Wax" to Vir~colt 
Price, Chris Condon, Susan Pinsky and others at the film's re-premiere. (Stereo by 
David Starkman.) 

Films shown during the festival 
were the classic "House of Wax," 
"Kiss Me Kate," "Dial M For 
Murder," "Jaws 3-D," "Metalstorm," 
"Cat Women of the Moon," 
"Rottweiller," "Comin' At Ya!," "The 
Stewardesses," "Andy Warhol's 
Frankenstein," and the world pre- 
miere of "Hyperspace." 

1953's "House of Wax." With him 
were director Andre deToth, and co- 
star Paul Picerni. Price patiently 
signed autographs in the lobby and 
spoke with an interviewer from 
"Entertainment Tonight." Then, 
before the theatre audience, he and 
deToth were presented with 3-D 
movie excellence awards by Chris 
Condon. 

cleaner for a droid. 
The reviewer for the Los Angeles 

Times was mildly impressed with 
"Hyperspace," but his final 
observation was curious: "Unfor- 
tunately, there seems no reason 
whatsoever for the picture being 
presented in 3-D, since virtually no 
use is made of its unique resources." 
Apparently, he is among those who 
see 3-D's role in movies to be 
throwing everything at the viewer's 
face. I presume he found "Comin' At 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Eisenhower, as Commander of NATO, 
on  a visit to  Istanbul w i th  his Realist in 
early 1952. A s  well as observances at 
N S A  1990, the only known 
stereographer-president is remembered 
on the centennial of his bir th in  the 
feature "Stereographer Ike" by Laurance 
Wolfe. A major force behind both New 
Hampshire N S A  Conventions, author 
Wolfe also provides a background to 
NSA 1990 w i t h  his "NSA Conventions 
Past 6 Present," examining several 
aspects of the annual meetings. Photo 
courtesy Dwight  D. Eisenhower Library. 



NSA 
Conventions, 

- 

Past & Present 
by Laurance Wolfe 

Ike and Stereo - 1990 

D wight David Eisenhower was 
known by millions of people 

as "Ike." In the early Ike days in 
Abilene, Ks., a stereoscope and 
views lay on a table in the 
Eisenhower home. Perhaps these 
vintage views and the viewer were 
enjoyed by the future President as 
he relaxed after school and his 
chores at the Belle Springs Creamery. 
Maybe they developed in young Ike 
an interest in stereography. 

Only one 20th century view in the 
files of the Eisenhower Library in 
Abilene is documented as having 
been taken by the adult Ike. Views 
attributed to Ike by the Library may 
have been taken with Ike's camera, 
but not necessarily by him. 

The one documented view is all it 
takes for members of the National 
Stereoscopic Association to honor, 

in the Eisenhower Centennial year, 
"Ike the Stereographer," the only 
President of the United States 
known to have taken a stereo view. 

Lens caps are doffed to Dwight D. 
Eisenhower - a President who 
caught a small slice of the universe 
in stereo. 

Convention/Trade Fair - 
The Whole Ball of Wax 

Call it Convention and Trade Fair, 
call it Convention and Trade Show, 
call it Photo Show, or call it what 
you will - and it has been called all 
those things and more - NSA's 
annual get-together is the largest 
assemblage of its kind for assorted 
3-D-oriented individuals. 

An expanding National Stereo- 
scopic Association - up to the first 
of this year NSA had grown to a size 
never dreamed of by founders - 
has brought with its growth new 

President Eisenhower takes the oath of office, Janaury, 1953. Slides from this inauguration 
series have been found in both the Eisenhower Library collection and the collection of 
James Calder, who photographed and assembled a wide range of images for the Realist 
Company where he was UP in charge o f  sales from 1947-55. 

studies of new frontiers in three- 
dimensional imagery. An increasingly 
large forum has been forged in what 
is this year called CONVENTION 
AND TRADE FAIR 1990. 

The birth of NSA in 1974 was 
amidst a shower of stereo cards of 
Kilburn, Muybridge, Keystone, 
Underwood and Underwood, and 
the rest of the pack. Three-D'ers 
have seemingly put those views on 
the back burner and are toying 
more, in discussion groups and 
workshops, with the likes of 
anaglyphs, stereo video cameras, 
holograms, and other recent additions 
to the fascinating world of three-D. 

Not that vintage views are being 
spurned. Given the variety of mod- 
ern 3-D items, the specialty of 
vintage views out-pulls modern 3-D, 
by, perhaps 3 to 1, a ball park figure 
if there ever was one. The Stereo 
World survey which found modem 
vs. vintage to be 51 to 49% doesn't 
acknowledge that the 51% is spread 
over the many differing items. The 
true vintage collector won't bow yet 
to the challenge of the modern 
stereophile. 

A description of early annual 
meetings by an old-timer: "a gold 
mine of stereo cards with a gang of 
pack rats descending upon it." True, 
that is what the Trade Fair seemed 
like then. While this was not back 
far enough that views were being 
vended by the pound, there were no 
views commanding the hundreds of 
dollars each that some now bring. - 

Only sixteen years have elapsed 
since NSA was launched. Then the 
trade fair was the whole ball of wax. 
Now there are screeninns of stereo 
slides, exhibits, banque;s, 
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Invited Exhibit at NSA Philly '87 was Ron Lowden's display of Crystal Palace views. 
Seen here is just the fint panel of the 32 foot long, carefully documented collection. 

breakfasts, discussions, workshops, 
field trips, and delvings into the 
latest findings in the glorious world 
of 3-D. 

NSA's Convention and Trade Fair 
first played in Canton before it went 
on the road. It is now a merry-go- 
round for collectors, open for the 
hungering collector once each year 
in different locations: Philadelphia; 
Canton, OH; Riverside, CA; 
Cincinnati, OH; St. Louis; Portland, 
OR; and other cities where, per- 
haps, the art of stereoscopy has been 
dormant for, lo, these many years. 

The early days found NSA 
members enthusing over presentations 
such as Matt lsenbergrs "twelve- 
chapter projection program of 
stereoscopic personalities, equip- 
ment and images they produced." 

"It was the high point of the 
three-day event," according to SW's 
roving correspondent, John 
Waldsmith, speaking of this Canton 
show. 

There were many other high 
points at Conventions along the 
way: San Jose, CA; where the first 
Convention in other than the East 
was held and the first which really 
attracted folks from here, there, and 
everywhere; the first New Hampshire 
do in 1984, brightened by the aura 
of the Kilburns and the White 
Mountains tour arranged by Dick 
Hamilton; the Riverside "show" 

cannot be forgotten as it seemed to 
some like the singlemost cooperative 
venture along the sixteen-year path. 
Then there was last year's outstand- 
ing Portland meet which brought us 
closer to Viewmaster, perhaps, than 
we ever expected to get. 

"How'm I doin'?" is a question often 
asked by a popular politician, that 
could easily be asked by NSA. 

The answer: "NSA, you're doing 
swell!" 

The Invited Exhibit 
The Invited Exhibit, introduced to 

the annual meeting about ten years 
ago by Tex Treadwell, has attracted 

some stunning examples of stereog- 
raphy to the NSA arena. Perhaps the 
standout invited exhibit was that of 
Ron Lowden in 1987 at the King of 
Prussia NSA meeting. 

Lowden chose theTrysta1 Palace 
Exhibition stereographs for display 
as his entrv. But it wasn't as simvle 
as that.   he Exposition was the iirst 
congress of industry, science and art 
- a prelude to the many world ex- 
~ositions that have occurred in the 
nearly century and a half since. 

Lowden displayed the nearly 300 
stereographs produced from every 
angle of the Exposition in a four- 
foot high exhibit which needed a 
week to assemble and mount. 
Thirty-two feet in length, the 
disvlav was a marvel of exactitude . . 
in documentation what with site, 
floor, and small area plans color- 
coded and pinpointed to show the 
vhoto~ra~her 's  location. 

~o&eAtion 1990's invited exhibit 
consists of stereoscopic viewers from 
the Paul Wing Collection of over 
200 instruments ranging from the 
earliest English and French models 
to the Keystone period in the United 
States. Special emphasis is given to a 
series illustrating the principal 
American stereoscope designs from 
the very earliest examples in the 
1850s and into the 20th century. 
Maker, patent number, and other 
significant information accompany 
the viewers, where possible. 

Teaming up with viewers from the 
Wing collection are some 
outstanding stereoscopic cameras 
from the past. Part of the collection 
of Eaton Lothrop, they have not 
been exhibited previously. Lothrop 

The busy Trade Fair at the 1987 NSA Convention was indeed ' a  gold mine of stereo cards" 
as well as equipment for members who attended the King of Prussia, PA gathering. (See 
Sept. /Oct .  '87 Stereo World.) 
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is the well-known author of a 
number of books on photography, a 
lecturer of note, and a camera 
collector whose holdings cover a 
wide range of photographic 
instruments. 

Annual Awards 
NSA presents several different 

awards at its Annual Convention 
and Trade Fair. These are, in 
general, exhibit or service awards. 
The regular awards include: 

1. Recognition of outstanding views, 
viewers, or other stereographica - a. As 
Invited Exhibit b. In competition usually by 
category. 

2. NSA Fellow: Selected by Awards 
Committee on basis of distinguished 
scholarship and extraordinary knowledge of 
the field of stereoscopy. Nominations may be 
made but only one selected each year. 

3. Meritorious Senrice Award - for 
contribution of time and effort to NSA. 
Nominations may be made. Awards 
Committee decides. 

4. Edward Berkowitz Award: Article on 
vintage stereo in recent issue of SW. Awards 
Committee names. 

5. Unnamed award for article on current 
stereo, Committee chooses. 

6. Citation for generous financial support. 
Initiated by President of NSA. Given only in 
years President decides it is merited. 

Convention and Trade Fair 1990 
adds two ad hoc awards to convey 
special honor to special members 
and to provide a Convention 
benchmark of the first dedicated 
Convention (Dwight D. 
Eisenhower). 

1. NSA Dwight David Eisenhower 
Memorial Award to outstanding NSA 
Stereographer. Convention Committee 
decides. 

2. NSA Dwight David Eisenhower Award 
to Officers whose service is recognized as 
having been superior. Convention Committee 
decides. 

NSA's Moveable Feast 
Thurman F. (Jack) Naylor is 

NSA's 1990 banquet speaker. "Stereo 

, Louis, Iv 
verside, C 
,:1-,a,.1-l.: 

ncinnati, 

photography. . .  is the most beauti- 
ful and breathtaking form of 
photography." 

That brief, carefully measured, and 
wholly earnest statement should be 
enough to make Jack Naylor the 
friend of everv stereo view collector 
and shooter in the whole wide-eyed 
world of stereography. 

For these words of Navlor were 
spoken on a walking-talking tour of 
a very special photographic 
museum. The spokesman-Naylor, is 
a businessman, world traveler, 
World War I1 Air Force pilot and 
possessor of a host of other skills, 
abilities and honors. A passionate 
devotion to photographica collecting 
(a major emphasis is on cameras of 
all ages), seals the qualifications of 
this Renaissance man. 

That very special museum in 
Chestnut Hill just outside Boston, 
houses the Naylor Collection of 
Cameras and Images and is by no 
means light on stereo. Stereo items 
in the Naylor Museum include a 
Wheatstone viewer and memorabilia 
of Sir Charles Wheatstone, pioneer 
in stereo. Daguerreian and wet plate 
stereo cameras as well as important 
dry plate and roll film stereo 
cameras and stereo viewers grace the 
glassed cabinets along the walls of 
the spacious museum. Stereo and 
3-D images from Daguerreotypes to 
modern lenticular prints round out 
the stereo Dart of the 23,000 item 
collection. 

Jack Naylor is best known among 
the members of the Photographic 
Historical Society of New England 
(PHSNE - pronounced "Fizney") as 
the member first on deck at the first- 
Sunday-of-the-month meeting in 
Framingham (MA). There one sees 
him setting up a montage of pictures 
memorializing "Doc" Edgerton, the 

One of the many viewen from the Paul 
Wing Collection displayed at NSA 
1990's Invited Exhibit is this "Magic" 
Stereoscope by  Negretti and Zambra 
(Cooke's Patent Variable Magnification) 
London, 1858. 

M.I.T. genius who first photo- 
graphed at a halt that splashing 
drop of milk. Edgerton has just died. 
Naylor delivers a spontaneous, 
touching eulogy later on. Another 
cameo of Jack Naylor sees him 
arranging items for the auction for 
another meeting or bringing some 
elaborate and awesome looking 
camera before the members in 
"Show and Tell." 

As editor of the New England 
Journal of Photographic History, 
Naylor exerts the kind of effort that 
might be expected of a full-time 
professional editor. When his fellow 
volunteers don't make copy 
deadlines, a complete issue of the 
JOURNAL is written and edited by 
Jack Naylor. Writing a column - 
COLLECTOR'S CORNER - for 
SHUTTERBUG MAGAZINE, is 
somehow sandwiched between all 
his other activities. 

Smithsonian Magazine in 
October, 1987, devoted nine pages 
to Naylor and his unparalleled 
Collection. It is the Jack Naylors of 
the photographic world who make 
NSA's annual banquet a moveable 
feast that strengthens our interest in 
stereography. m 
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The 
Spotlight Auction, 
Past & Present 
by Robert G .  Duncan 

T he NSA convention has been 
one of the highlights of my 

collecting and dealing activities each 
year since 1979. During most of that 
time I have been fortunate to be able 
to contribute to the success of these 
annual meetings through my in- 
volvement in the Spotlight Auction 
as well as via my tables in the trade 
fair. 

An auction became a part of the 
NSA convention in 1977, and within 
two years had proven its popularity 
by developing into a 200-lot sale 
with a full-size illustrated catalog 
and some truly sensational 
offerings. Illustrating the cover of 
the third sale's catalog was a view 
from two nearly unique E. Anthony 
boxed sets. That's right, Anthony 
boxed sets. The cataloguer noted 
that "they are the only Anthony 
boxed sets known to exist." The 
Fulton Street Prayer Meeting and 
Home for the Friendless sets con- 
tained only twelve views each, but 
combined into one lot they were the 
sensation of that year's sale by 
attracting the startling sum of 
$1000. Today, little more than a 
decade later, they probably would 
bring five to ten times that amount! 
They had been cosigned by old time 
collector Howard Bendix, the core of 
whose collection was the collection 
of Margaretta Van Wagenen, a 
wealthy New Yorker who put to- 
gether her collection in the 1860s, 
and who some scholars believe was 
related to the Anthony family. 

The success of the third sale 
became a foundation for the further 
growth and rise to prominence of 
the auction as one of the most 
significant parts of the NSA conven- 
tion. The 327 lots offered in the 

1980 sale were highlighted by the 
personal stereo collection of Key- 
stone photographer Lynn Skeels, 
which included many extremely 
rare, if not unique Keystone views of 
famous people and unusual events 
of the 1930s and, yes, the 1940s and 
50s. A fifty view boxed set of 
President Truman's outing at the 
opening day game of the Washington 
Senators baseball team in 1945 was a 
steal at $450. This was followed by a 
group of twenty views taken of 
action during the game, including 
one showing the immortal Ted 
Williams, which was also a bargain 
at $275. But despite the fact the 
Skeels views included many of the 
most important new views to come 
on the market in years, they were 
overshadowed by a Lincoln view at 
$1050, a carte-de-visite of Civil War 
photographer Alexander Gardner 
which drew $1200, and a twenty- 
five view boxed Wheeler Expedition 
set at $1000. 

Two years later the NSA conven- 
tion began its travels to other sites 
outside the cozy confines of the 
Canton, Ohio Art Institute, where 
the meetings had been held since 
NSA started holding its own con- 
vention. In subsequent years the 
quality and results of the auction 
varied according to which local vol- 
unteers assumed responsibility for 
gathering the lots, producing the 
catalog and arranging the sale. Of 
these the one which is most dis- 
cussed is the 1983 DC sale which, 
starting late after an extended 
awards ceremony, finally finished 
disposing of its 316 lots well after 
midnight! 

Despite the variety in its manage- 
ment, the NSA auction has always 

involved a fairly consistent format. 
Lots are solicited during the winter. 
Then copy is written describing each 
lot for inclusion in the catalog, and 
photos are made for illustrations. 
Next notices are put in Stereo World 
announcing the availability of the 
catalog. Catalogs are mailed about a 
month before the convention so 
mail and phone order bids can be 
taken from those unable to attend 
the public sale at the convention. 
Mail and phone bidding is closed a 
few days before the convention so 
the lots can be packed up and the 
manager can get them to the 
convention site. Here the public sale 
room is arranged. A preview is 
announced and held before the 
public sale to allow bidders an 

(Continued on page 11) 

Guarded by a bust of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes (a donation to the Holmes 
Library) Robert Duncan presides over 
the 1987 Spotlight Auction in King of 
Prussia (Philadelphia) PA. 
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by Laurance Wolfe 
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A s a military man, he led the 
largest armed force in history 

to victory over an enemy who sur- 
rendered unconditionally. He served 
as President of his country and as 
President of one of the nation's major 
Universities. His record in personal 
relations with world leaders was 
impeccable. His integrity was such 
that before he died - and even 
though he had spent a lifetime in the 
military - he warned his country- 
men of the dangers of the military- 
industrial complex. 

Despite his magnificent record of 
accomplishment, there is a small 
group which will revere Dwight 
Eisenhower for something other 
than his heralded exploits. These 
folks seem to focus on a little known 
side of Ike - his interest in stereo 
photography. Texas-born Kansan 
Dwight David Eisenhower is being 
paid, by the NSA, an especially 
affectionate tribute in New England 
this Eisenhower Centennial - Ike's 
100th birthday, 1990. 

Eisenhower, who claimed Kansas 
as his home because the family 
moved there not long after he was 
born, indulged his hobby of 
stereography for almost a decade 
overlapping his White House years. 
Twenty years after his death, Ike, by 
certain folks, may be respected more 
for adeptness at stereo than for his 
international accomplishments. 
Today's small coterie of 3-D photo- 
graphers who revel in the avocation 
said to have caught Ike's fancy, jump 
at the opportunity to honor a 3-D 
President. 

The Eisenhower Presidential 
Library in Abilene, KS, is respon- 
sible for the administration of 1,154 
35mm stereo transparencies, most of 
which they credit to Ike. The views 
cover a broad spectrum, from those 
of family, to stereogenic events. 

Though Ike was not a collector of 
vintage stereographs, and by stereo 
standards Eisenhower Library views 
are not vintage, collectors enthu- 
siastically seek to obtain Ike views 
for their collections. These are, of 
course, duplicates made from 
originals said to have been taken by 
Ike, or the few odd Eisenhower 
views made during the presidential 
years by Keystone View Company. 

Eisenhower, amateur stere- 
ographer, was the tag that might 
have been hung on this man who 
had a few more powerful descrip- 

It 

Marnle Eisenhower's parents with their car - "The Electric." (All stereographs from the 
collection of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library.) 

Eisenhower grandchildren with naval photographer Paul Begley, who may have taken 
many of the stereo slides in the Eisenhower Library. He may also have mounted the slides 
and established the files. (But did Ike, perhaps, take this view of Begley?) 

Winston Churchill at a December, 1953 conference in Bermuda. John Foster Dulles leans 
into the view at the right. 
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Mrs. john Eisenhower and daughter. 

I His own  camera ready, young David Eisenhower poses wi th  his little sisters. 

I 

Mamie at an Eisenhower campaign rally. 

tions attached to his name at various 
times. 

At the beginning of 1990, a great 
number of happenings were being 
scheduled to mark Eisenhower 
Centennial. Ike's "native" Kansas is 
dotted with events scheduled 
throughout the year with John 
Eisenhower, Ike's son, or grandson 
David, nearly filling the calendar 
with appearances. Not the least of 
the observances of the centennial 
year is the Convention and Trade 
Fair of the National Stereoscopic 
Association. NSA has dedicated its 
annual event this year to "Ike - 
stereographer," despite the fact there 
is only one stereo view extant that 
has been documented as being a 
product of Ike and his camera. 

The documented view is affirmed 
by none other than Eisenhower 
himself. In the book, "At Ease: 
Stories I Tell My Friends," Ike writes 
about a number of shots he took 
from a plane going from Greenland 
to Canada. He wrote: "at the time I 
was an enthusiastic amateur photo- 
grapher and (I) snapped at least for- 
ty or fifty pictures . . . during the 
flight." The year was 1951. The au- 
thor has a duplicate stereoscopic 
slide of one of these shots. The Li- 
brary in Abilene has seven similar 
views titled "Sunrise Over 
Greenland." 

Some three-dimensional camera 
users claim that Ike was one who 
helped bring the Stereo Realist cam- 
era to the forefront of photography 
in the forties and fifties. 

The Stereo Realist, introduced 
circa 1947, achieved a great popu- 
larity in the decade that followed. If 
we are to believe the advertisements 
of the day, many well-known folks 
were taken with the camera and the 
idea of three-dimensional 
photography, even though 3-D was 
more than a century old. A host of 
celebrities - mostly of the 
Hollywood brand - armed 
themselves with Stereo Realists and 
went 3-D shooting. 

The source of Ike's Realist (Serial 
# A 78695) is not known. Manufac- 
tured, as all Stereo Realists were, by 
the David White Company of 
Milwaukee, and part of an extensive 
marketing program, the cameras' 
routes to ownership were not traced 
as they would be in this later 
computerized day. The Realist's 
inventor, Seton Rochwite, speculates 
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that Ike's close friend and 
consultant, Aksel Nielsen, may have 
given Eisenhower one that Rochwite 
had given Nielsen. One of the out- 
standing views in the Eisenhower 
Library collection is of Aksel 
Nielsen standing on a Colorado hill- 
top looking every inch the out- 
doorsman that he was. 

Eisenhower was no new boy being 
introduced to photography when it 
is said he took up stereoscopy. For 
years he had been a photo buff, 
taking everything from snapshots to 
amateur movies. Or so it was 
believed. When son John joined 
Scouting, he was equipped with a 
Brownie camera of his own and was 
photographed on at least one picture 
junket when his father was stationed 
in the District of Columbia in the 
midst of the Great Depression. 

Thumbing through the Eisenhower 
stereoscopic "file," one can see the 
wide range of interests that attracted 
Ike and his stereo camera. Grand- 
children, fishing companions, states- 
men, house guests, historic events, 
all were grist for the 35mm Realist. 

Possibly the grandchildren take 
the spotlight as far as repeaters 
among the images are concerned. 
They appear in scenes at Gettysburg, 
at Columbia University, at Augusta, 
GA, and, in conformity with the 
peripatetic heritage that had already 
marked the Eisenhower family tree - 
in various parts of Europe. 

David Eisenhower, now grown and 
author of a widely-hailed book 
chronicling the critical World War I1 
years of which his grandfather was 
so much a part, was a perky little 
boy close to five years old who 
called his grandad "Ike." Ike's Realist 
caught him in 3-D in the yard at 
Gettysburg, being very little boyish, 
turning his back on the camera, 
shunning the very idea of being 
photographed. His sister, with their 
mother, make a pleasing 3-D tableau 
for Ike's camera. Other grandchild 
pictures find the children in their 
grandparents' Columbia University 
home, frolicking with their Grand- 
mother Mamie. The grandchildren 
appear every once in a while in the 
images of family life put on film in 
stereo. In a couple of pictures, there 
is indication that the children have 
more than the usual interest in 
photography. They are recorded 
with cameras both professional and 
amateur. 

The 1952 photo of Ike with his Realist featured on Stereo Worlds cover was also employed 
to promote the camera itself at a photo show. One panel of the sign reads "IKE LIKES HIS 
REALIST" while the other reads "REALIST LIKES IKE." 

Axel Nielsen, Ike's fishing, hunting, and outdoor companion, looks over part of his ranch 
in Colorado. 

Eisenhower grandchildren - not exactly posing. 
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Events, in Ike's stereo album cover 
a wide range: Political campaign, 
Columbia, S.C.: Various 

The only stereo slide documented (by Ike himself) as absolutely without doubt the work of 
Eisenhower with his Realist. Titled "Sunrise Over Greenland," it was made in January, 
1951. 

A hastily arranged stereo portrait, done as part of the 3 - 0  coverage of Inauguration Day, 
January 20, 1953. 

A sampling of family views 
includes Mamie's father and mother 
with their Electric Car in Denver; oil 
portrait of Mamie by Ike; the 
Nielsen ranch, Frazier, Colorado, 
solo of Ike; the Triannon Palace 
hotel, summer of 1951, John 
Eisenhower, his son and daughters, 
and Mamie's mother; Election night, 
Hotel Commodore, with Mamie's 
mother, in-laws Gordon and Mike 
Moore, and friends. 

A selective run-through of 
"friends and acquaintances" finds 
Aksel Nielsen at the Nielsen ranch; 
General A1 Gruenther and Col. 
A.J.D. Biddle at the hotel Raphael, 
Paris; a West Point Reunion shot 
where Omar Bradley and Ike are 
easily identified; an air flight aboard 
the Columbine with Rose Woods, 

1 Mamie, Col. Carroll and Lt. Col. 

Schultz; Augusta National, Club 
House area; Ramey Field, Puerto 
Rico; Versailles, Gardens of 
Trianon; Fontainbleu Palace. 

A group of fishermen, Ike among 
them, was the subject of a Colorado 
stereo view. In the middle of the 
group is Sgt. John Moaney, about 
whom Ike once wrote: "We were 
inseparable for . . . a quarter of a 
century. In my daily life, he is just 
about the irreplaceable man." 

Ike loved to tell the story about 
Sgt. Moaney and the presidential 
race. It seems that when the General 
knew he would be returning to the 
U.S. to cast his hat in the ring, he 
invited Sgt. Moaney to accompany 
him. Moaney quickly accepted despite 
Ike's words of warning that neither 
the nomination nor the election 
would be sure things. "That's all 

Campaign, Lawrence, 
Massachusetts. 

"Places and scenes", in the 
Eisenhower file, cover much of 
France, Germany, Scotland with 
fairy tale castles, palaces, churches, 
and gardens predominating. Other 
European and American views fly 
under the "places and scenes" 
banner. 

The Library in Abilene credits 
most of their stereo slide inventory 
to David Dwight Eisenhower. Many 
and few - all the way down to the 
one documented view - are 
credited bv various sources to Ike. 

The last word as to who authored 
the Eisenhower slides goes to an 
NSA member - Me1 Lawson - not 
only because he is an NSA member 
but-because he served in the 
military, most notably under 
Commander-in-Chief Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in the "Su~reme Head- 
quarters Allied Powers Europe" 
(SHAPE). This is a period when a 
number of the slides seem to have 
been taken. Admitting no "insider" 
information, Me1 analyzed the 
catalog of the Eisenhower Library, 
and concluded that "those slides of 
most intimate and informal events 
are most likely to have been snapped 
by Ike in person. Those of formal 
occasions would have been most 
likely taken for Ike and under at 
least general guide-lines as to what 
Ike wanted." 

Me1 Lawson's guesstimate is that 
only 10% to 15% of the Library 
stereo views were taken by Ike 
himself. These percentages match 
those of other people who are less 
qualified to join in the guessing 
game than Col. (Ret.) Melvin 
Lawson. 
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Good evidence that Ike did more than 
just hold or point his Realist. Someone 
not actively taking pictures wouldn't 
have bothered advancing the film - as 
in this December, '53 photo from Augus- 
ta, GA. 

Well, not quite the last word goes 
to Col. Mel. 

Contradicting much that has been 
said about it, and reams of copy that 
have been written, stereophoto- 
graphy and his father do not appear 
together in memory, says John 
Eisenhower. He recalls that when he 
was a boy "there was a stereoptican 
(sic) in the (grandparents) house in 
Abilene . . . it dated back to the turn 
of the century. But John Eisenhower 
does not remember his father as 
being attached to photography, let 
alone stereography. 

Ike's son professed that he was a 
photo buff himself when in his 
teens. "Through high school in the 
Philippines (1936-39) I took four 
hundred photographs," he says, "I 
developed them myself and filed the 
negatives." As for his Dad: "To the 
best of my knowledge he never took 
pictures himself even though he 
commented on those I took." A last 
word from John: "We did have a 
stereo camera in Paris in 1951 and 
took some pretty fair pictures." 

Maybe, just maybe, no one gets 
the last word, at least in this 
Centennial year. What the Library 
reports, what Col. Me1 says, what 
John Eisenhower remembers - all 
could be accurate. There is not 
necessarily a conflict. 

Members of the National 
Stereoscopic Association have 
dedicated this year's Convention to 
"Stereographer Ike." The one 
documented view qualifies 
Eisenhower as the only president 
who ever shot stereo views. And 
that's enough for the "Stereographer 
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3.D POWER 

Ike" loyalists to install him as a 
patron saint of 3-D. 

At the moment, it appears to be 
known that Ike's Stereo Realist took 
the views which have been men- 
tioned here. 

What isn't known is: Who pressed 
the shutter release? m 
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THE SPmLIGHT AUCTION 
(Continued from page 5) 

opportunity to review the offerings. 
Bidders register to obtain a bidding 
number, which makes recordig bids 
easier for the clerks. The excitement 
builds as the sale is about to begin. 
Will I be able to buy what I want at 
the price I want to pay? What will 
the most desirable lots bring? Will 
new records be established (as last 
year, when a Great Eastern steam- 
ship view brought $650!)? And what 
will the "bargains" be? At an 
auction you never know, which 
makes it all the more exciting from 
start to finish. 

And then the sale begins! Each lot 
is offered in numerical order just as 
organized in the catalog, and the 
number held by the winning bidder 
for each is held up or announced by 
the bidder so the clerk can record it 
on the proper invoice. When a 
bidder is finished bidding on items 
of interest, he or she approaches the 
registration desk, where the clerk 
totals the invoice and presents it to 
the buyer for payment. After paying 
the total, the lots are available for 
pickup. If the buyer prefers, 

invoicing and payment can be done 
by mail a week after the sale, and 
the lots mailed insured. 

For the last three years the entire 
auction operation has been carried 
out by the same group, including 
myself as lot solicitor, cataloguer 
and auctioneer, and Dave and Robin 
Wheeler in charge of organizing and 
running the public sale and all the 
post-sale invoicing. We are proud of 
the quality and consistency we have 
worked to maintain in the auction 
event, and while we (well, I, any- 
way) have made a few mistakes, 
they have fortunately been relatively 
few and far between. We remain 
committed to creating a positive 
atmosphere for a high quality sale 
with the most worthwhile offerings 
possible. 

As usual, all commissions from 
this year's sale go to the NSA, and 
many great lots are in place. At the 
end of June in Manchester, New 
Hampshire we will do our best to 
create a highlight of the NSA 
convention, the 14th Spotlight 
Auction of Fine Photographica. m 
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