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Commendation to 
Tex Treadwell 

Upon his Retirement as President of the 
National Stereoscopic Association after Nearly 

Nine Eays of Dedicated Semice. 
1- . -- ,*.- "-. -"+ L1"41 

T ex was appointed President and 
member of the NSA Board of 

Directors at the National Conven- 
tion in Canton, Ohio, Aug. 1980. 
Since then he has guided and direct- 
ed the organization to unprecedent- 
ed growth, more than doubling its 
membership from a little over 1000 
to some 2400 members today. Tex 
has shown extraordinary devotion 
to the NSA during his long tenure as 
President. He has been responsive to 
the needs of the Association, and to 
the wishes of the members as the 
trend has swung more towards ac- 
tive participation in modem 3-D. He 
has unselfishly shared his great 
knowledge in the collecting field 
through his own publications. 

First and foremost Tex worked to 
place the NSA on a firm financial 
basis, carefully controlling expendi- 
tures and building income through 
substantial donations both in size 
and numbers (over $6,300 from 247 
members this last year). He per- 
sonally provided considerable finan- 
cial support initially to place the 
NSA in a solvent position and has 
continued this aid to develop new 
programs. His has been a hands-on 
management style, observing and 
assessing most every detail of the 
operation. 

Tex has provided encouragement 
and support for the outstanding bi- 
monthly magazine Stereo World, 
which has grown under his tenure in 
quality, size and circulation. It has 
become known around the world 
and is certainly one of the finest 
photographic magazines anywhere. 

Under Tex's leadership the annual 
national conventions have 
flourished, moving to a different 
city each year, alternating between 
west coast, midwest and east coast. 
They are now considered the largest 
image trade fairs in the country as 
well as providing outstanding and 

Tex Treadwell makes yet another contribution via an antique coin operated viewer during a 
1987 visit to the Holmes Library. 

extensive stereo exhibits and au- 
dio/visual presentations. 

Many new programs were estab- 
lished by Tex including publication 
grants to further research on articles 
for Stereo World; encouraging more 
volunteers to get involved in running 
the NSA; membership donations be- 
yond annual dues for which he per- 
sonally prepared acknowledgement 
certificates to each donor; annual 
recognition and service awards for: 
Fellow of the Year, Meritorious 
Service, Edward B. Berkowitz award 
for best article in Stereo World, 
Memorial award for best article 
dealing with a current stereo sub- 
ject, Generous Financial Support of 
the NSA and a special Distinguished 
Support award. 

The reprinting and distribution of 
publishers' and photographers' 
stereoview catalogs has been active- 
ly pursued by Tex and he has in- 
troduced the publication of 
stereograph back lists. In addition 
he has established the important 
NSA Book Senrice to conveniently 
provide to members numerous pub- 
lications on stereo photography and 
a wide range of related photographic 

topics, handling the procurement 
and distribution of the books him- 
self (which he proposes to continue). 

When the opportunity surfaced to 
acquire a substantial stereograph 
collection, Tex acted swiftly and 
positively, meeting with the estate 
executor and providing all the neces- 
sary information and assurance for 
its proper care and safe-keeping. 
Thus the Helen D. Mosley collection 
of fifteen thousand views was do- 
nated to the NSA's Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Stereoscopic Research Li- 
brary at Eastern College, Pennsylva- 
nia. Subsequently he obtained a 
grant for a computer and a file sys- 
tem for the library and an additional 
grant for further support of the 
library. 

His initiative, drive and enthu- 
siasm as President will be greatly 
missed, but the NSA is fortunate to 
have Tex continue as a member of 
the Board of Directors. 

We wish him well in all his en- 
deavors. 

Louis H. Smaus 
Chairman, Board of 

Directors, for the officers 
and members of the N S A m  
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the gifts and words of fans in the famous 
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Wolfe (a sequel to his Jan./Feb. '87 arti- 
cle on tombstone stereos) this one tit led 



15 Years 

T he NSA and Stereo World are 
now 15 years old, and continue 

to grow with much of the energy 
and some of the same confused self- 
consciousness of any teen-ager. 
World-wide membership is now 
near 2400, and the reputation of the 
magazine places it near the top of 
most lists of photo-historical, collec- 
tor, or specialty publications, 
whether commercial or non-profit. 
To repeat some lines from the 
editorial in the tenth anniversary is- 
sue; "We have reached this point 
only because so many people con- 
tributed their time, work, money, 
knowledge and creative talents to 
various NSA projects during those 
years. The work load on some in- 
dividuals has at times been tremen- 
dous - and their continuing efforts 
prove that like the three dimensional 
images that involved us all in the 
first place, there is some special ele- 
ment of depth to people's interest in 
the goals of the NSA." 

Commenting on the growth of 
NSA membership and Stereo World, 
outgoing NSA president Tex Tread- 
well reported some interesting statis- 
tics in a recent letter. "It is also 
abundantly clear that this growth 
would not have occurred if the NSA 

had remained just a club for stereo 
collectors. Basically, during the life 
of the NSA, the attics have been 
emptied of old views; the days when 
one could pick up a bushel of stereos 
at any antique shop are long gone. 
And as in any seller's market, prices 
have gone up. A collector nowadays 
has to be rich to put together a 
general collection of quality views. 
Due to this combination of shortage 
and expense, the number of mem- 
bers interested solely in older views 
has remained roughly constant for 
the last ten years. Look at these 
statistics: 
Year "Collectors" "Shooters" 
1980 72 % 28 % 
1984 64 % 36% 
1987 58% 42 % 
1989 48 % 52% 

The NSA's growth has come in 
stereo fields other than vintage 
views: taking stereo photographs; 
collecting the more recent stereo 
materials such as View-Master; 3-D 
books and TV; and the newest fields 

of holography and computer stereo. 
We have seen a diversification of in- 
terests, as people who were original- 
ly interested only in vintage views, 
for example, have broadened out 
into taking their own stereos." 

This trend reported by Tex (based 
on responses to questions on renew- 
al and directory forms) is reflected 
in the pages of Stereo World only in 
a general way, and even if con- 
tinued, will probably result in more 
expansion of contemporary coverage 
than reduction of historical material. 
In terms of both proposed and sub- 
mitted articles, that seems to be the 
trend (so far) of the way members 
are devoting their research and writ- 
ing efforts. The happy result, with a 
growing membership, will be more 
of both types of material and an ex- 
panded publication that continues to 
cover every aspect of stereo imag- 
ing, past and present. 

Remember, you don't have to be a 
historian with a doctorate or a col- 

(Continued on page 29) 

Keystone No. 32741, "Mount Hood, Oregon, from an Airplane-Fairchild Aerial Sur- 
veys Inc." This aerial hyper of  what (from a different angle) would later become the 
1989 NSA Convention logo is the sort of image that could be seen as a live, moving 
video 3 - 0  image by airline passengers if the bit of speculation in the second part of the 
Editor's View ever became reality. Planes approaching Portland from the east often 
pass Mt. Hood at about this distance and altitude. 

h a . .  
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Translation: 

I 'm writing to say how much I en- 
joy Stereo World.  After years of 

wondering about stereo and some 
attempts at 3-D on my own, all suc- 
cessful enough to lead me on, you 
can imagine how delighted I was to 
discover you people shared a like in- 
terest and had done so in more suc- 
cessful ways. 

I free-view all the pairs in each is- 
sue with no trouble whatever, and I 
like your mix of articles. 

What prompted this letter is a 
caption in the "Anschluss!" article in 
the May / June 1988 issue. In com- 
menting on the slide set, the caption 
indicates that the picture of the Jews 
in a church setting was puzzling. I 
was puzzled, too, until I got hold of 
a German-English dictionary and 
roughly translated the title! 

I am not conversant with German, 
but 30 years spent as an editor has 
taught me where to look for puzzle 
solutions. 

The caption on page 26 leaves no 
doubt that it is very serious anti- 
Semitic propaganda. It says rough- 
ly: "Judaism in action, performing 
ritual murder in the Pilgrimage 
Church." The charges of ritual mur- 
der have been mounted against the 
Jews for centuries in the mistaken 
belief that they condemned Christ to 
death. 

This, however, is obviously fairly 
advanced propaganda in a campaign 
that led, as you know, to wholesale 
slaughter of Jews and others in the 
Death Camps. 

There is no puzzle. Nazis were 
and are anti-Semitic and given to the 
most crude manners of expressing it. 
The fact that it was included in the 
set was to show that all this sweet- 
ness and light was okay, but the par- 
ty was busy at the old stand just as 
always. It also indicates that the Na- 
zis were unable to make a "nice" set 
of slides without a nasty shot at the 
people they hated. 

Thanks for doing a great job. 
Sam Wetmore 
Birmingham, Alabama 

M y  own guess is that the view was in- 
cluded in that "soft sell" Nazi propagan- 
da set because, like the welcoming 

crowds, it represented an element in 
Austria that already existed. A n  anti- 
Semitic display found in a church was 
probably seen as a piece of folk art that 
would help build the Nazi case WITH- 
OUT having to resort to their own crude 
messages. This was there waiting for 
them to exploit. 

- Ed. 

the title appears directly over or un- 
der each of the two views. To relax 
one's eyes in order to fuse the two 
images of a stereo pair and then 
have to switch back to normal view- 
ing to read the title is very discon- 
certing to a user. This brings me to 
the point of my letter: 

I feel that the stereoscopic views 

Along with the obvious need to get is- 
sues of Stereo World published closer to 
their calendar dates, the need continues 
for a volunteer to take responsibility for 
the compilation and production of the 
"Calendar" column. If anyone is in- 
terested, let us know! 

- Ed. 

Future To The Back? 
You please change " List- 

ing of Coming to " 
of Past Events'' since the last 3 issues 
I have received have all arrived after 
the listed events have passed. 

Douglas Johnston 
Phoenix, AZ 

Stereo Captions 

you publish would be greatly en- 
hanced if the captions could be 
repeated for each view with ap- 
propriate spacing so that the text ap- 
peared to be within valid stereo 
depth bounds. If you were to print 
the captions to stereoscopic pictures 
stereoscopically, your readers, who, 
after all are interested in stereo. 

I am a recent member of the NSA 
and have enjoyed Stereo World 
magazine very much. I had the for- 
tune of receiving the color issue as 
my first one and was overwhelmed 
by the professional quality; it's hard 
to return to black and white after 
something like that, although, I 
have been equally pleased with 
those articles and stereo views, as 
well. 

I work in computer graphics here 
at ARAMCO and my job involves 
making computer displays of all 
kinds, including stereoscopic ones. I 
find that a terminal user feels better 
viewing a stereoscopic display when 

could, by simply moving their eyes 
to the caption text, read it and re- 
turn smoothly to viewing the stereo 
image. 

Ross F. Housholder 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 

Properly placed stereo captions do go 
better with stereo images, but to use 
them in the reproduction of vintage 
views would require that readers' eyes 
skip down past the non-stereo existing 
captions and boarders on the cards, to 
fuse the Stereo World captions. In the 
case of contemporary stereograph 
reproductions, the idea is more feasible 
and has been considered. Any  lengthy 
captions, of course, would take up con- 
siderable space - or would need to be 
set in rather small type. Then there's the 
question of whether the caption should 
appear at the window or at the same 
plane as the main subject of the view. In 
the end, time and space will be the limit- 
ing factors, although some articles could 
lend themselves more easily to the idea 
than others, and someday the tempta- 
tion of such a logical concept may lead 
us into some deeper captions. . . 

- Ed, m 
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L and immediately south of New 
York's Seneca Lake is infiltrated 

by scenic streams, valleys and glens, 
all remnants of the last ice age. 
Several miles south of the Schuyler 
County small town of Watkins Glen 
and closer to the smaller town of 
Montour Falls (formerly called 
Havana) lies beautiful and essential- 
ly pristine Havana Glen. 

People residing outside of New 
York State may be familiar with the 
name Watkins Glen because of its 
annual Grand Prix automobile race. 
Millions of people also have visited 
the mid-town state park and scenic 
glen, which has been an enormously 
popular and well-photographed 
tourist attraction for well over a 
century. 

The name Havana Glen is known 
only to some Schulyer County 
denizens, a few history buffs and 
photographic history cognescenti. 
Although the rise and fall of Havana 
Glen as a tourist attraction was tied 
closely with the development of 
Watkins Glen, few contemporary vi- 
sitors to the cement-tiered and steel- 
railed walkways of Watkins Glen 
have any idea that an equally attrac- 
tive but unspoiled glen exists only a 
few miles away. Today's Havana 
Glen is mostly inaccessible and un- 
visited. It was not always so. 

With the end of the Civil War, 
Americans began to turn their in- 
terests to more rustic, tranquil and 
pleasant pursuits such as tours of 
scenic wonders and "pic-nics." 
America's new system of railways al- 

lowed average people easy access to 
excursions and travel over great dis- 
tances. Advertising and low railroad 
fares made remote scenic areas such 
as Havana Glen interesting and 
reachable. Alert entrepreneurs 
opened up formerly remote and un- 
traversible sylvan glens to accommo- 
date and profit from increasing 
numbers of travelers. In 1863, 
Moraldeva Ells opened Watkins 
Glen (then called Freers Glen). The 
summer of 1867 witnessed the open- 
ing of Havana Glen. 

Previously, anyone clambering 
through Havana Glen would do so 
at sugtantial personal risk. Al- 
though the glen had been known 
since the time of the Indians. it 
wasn't until the members of'the local 
Masonic Lodge, in an admirable 
surge of civic pride, pooled their ef- 
forts to make the glen accessible. In ., 
July of that summer, the sounds of 
carpentry were first heard in the 
glen. Fewer than four days of labor 
were reauired to make the first sec- 
tion accessible. This included con- 
struction of a sixty-foot oak 
staircase up the side of Eagle Cliff 
Falls and the building of approaches 
to Curtain Cascade. Soon thereafter, 
the Masons completed the Her- 
culean chore of constructing a triple 
staircase through the central gorge 
and a bridge above the stream just 
above. This was the last structure 
completed in 1867; a simple path- 

way was dug along the remainder of 
the glen. The other structures and 
paths required for safety and con- 
venience were added in later years. 
Although its opening required con- 
siderable expense, no admission fees 
were charged. 

The glen was first called McClure's 
Glen, after the stream that flowed 
through it. It was alternately named 
Masonic Glen to commemorate the 
members of the Masonic Lodge who 
made it available to the public. Not 
until the early 1870s was it primari- 
ly called by its present name. 

During the opening season, 
numerous picnics were held in the 
amphitheatre area. The largest was 
on September 18,1867 - a Grand 
Masonic Picnic and Festival. James 
G. Clark, a long-forgotten "poet- 
vocalist" attended and wrote, "A 
person seeing this spot can never 
forget it, and the sight is well worth 
a journey from Utica to Havana. 
There were perhaps 5,000 persons 
present at the Pic-nic - some say 
10,000 and the majority of them ex- 
plored the glen." 

Newspaper reviews were ecstatic, 
in the fustian prose of the day. "This 
romantic spot has just been opened 
to visitors and is one of rare beauty," 
"In many respects we think it sur- 
passes the famous glen at Watkins," 
"Sublime, magnificent and 
challenges the admiration of the 
world," " ... it is far ahead of any- 

G.E Gates, No. 2., "Havana Glen Scenery, Crystal Rapids looking up." CA 1870. 
(Sylvan Rapids.) 
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G.E Gates, No. 4 .  "Eagle Fall from Rustic Bridge over Rapids." C A  1872. (Eagle Cliff 
Falls.) 

thing we have seen." 
As its fame began to spread, na- 

tional publications wrote detailed 
descriptions of journeys through the 
glen. Scribner's avoided the usual 
comparisons with Watkins Glen by 
stating " ... the two glens are not 
rivals, but complements, and the 
sight of one heightens rather than 
lessens the enjoyment of the other." 

By 1879, Havana Glen was ac- 
quired by Col. E.W. Cook and Mr. 
E.M. Cass. Col. Cook ran the area 
below the glen, the grand entrance 

amphitheatre, and Mr. Cass ran the 
glen itself. Mr. Cass once made the 
incredible claim that "The Glen is 
the most unique, beautiful and 
remarkable gorge in the world. It is 
a stupendous picture, making the 
gorge rival the Grand Canyon, with 
more water!" 

Railroads serving the area pre- 
pared pamphlets on it. Stereoviews 
and cartes- de - visite were taken to 
be sold. Not only local photogra- 

B. Rowles, 1984, "Eagle Cliff Falls." 

phers but also national firms such as 
Underwood and Underwood record- 
ed its beauties. A guidebook with 
Albertype photosYby the famous 
photographer Charles Bierstadt was 
published in 1875. Even epic poems 
were written, all proclaiming the 
splendors of the glen. And the peo- 
ple came. In 1881, nearly ten thou- 
sand people paid admission to the 
glen. In the same year, a race track 
was built in the amphitheatre area to 
attract even more visitors. 

Throughout the 1880s and 1890s 
Havana Glen seemed to be a never- 
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C.M.  M a n h ,  No. 5. "Eagle Cliff Falls." CA 1874 ( W i t h  stairs.) 
ending source of revenue. However, 
in 1906, a seemingly unrelated event 
began the decline of Havana Glen as 
a tourist attraction. In that year, the 
State of New York purchased 
Watkins Glen and made it a state 
park. Gone was the $1.00 admission 
fee. Havana Glen, still in private 
hands, still charged admission. As a 
matter of simple human nature, 
people preferred the free attraction. 

Even with reduced admissions, 
the decline of Havana Glen was rap- 
id. The stairs, bridges and walkways 

could no longer be kept in repair 
and the glen became unsafe. 

In 1919, a local company pur- 
chased the glen and tried to revive 
interest in it. The proximity of the 
free Watkins Glen caused failure of 
the venture. In 1928, a bill was in- 
troduced to the New York State 
Legislature to make Havana Glen a 
state park, but because of outside in- 
terests and the nearness to Watkins 
Glen, the bill did not pass. The glen 

B. Rowles, 1981, "Eagle Cliff Falls." (Stain gone.) 

was sold to its present owner, the 
town of Montour, in 1937. 

There have been occasional at- 
tempts to make parts of the glen 
viewable. Over a decade ago, a 
Havana Glen Corporation was 
formed. They cleaned up the am- 
phitheatre area, repaired the pavil- 
ions and built a permanent swim- 
ming area. They also made the first 
part of the glen, as far as Eagle Cliff 
Falls, open to the public No attempt 
has been made to go further, and the 
majority of Havana Glen remains 
virtually inaccessible. 
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C.W. Woodward, No. 5. "Interior of Council House of the Senecas." CA 1879 (From The Glen is on the eastern side of 'Artistic Series, Watkins O Havana Glens.") 

natural wonders. I 

the valley, and the general course of 
ascent is from east to west. After 
purchasing our ticket at a small 
booth we begin our trip up the glen. 
The entrance, with its wall of lime- 
stone, is covered with a wealth of 

It is possible to reconstruct a trip 
through the glen by the use of early 
guidebooks and stereoviews. We can 
turn back in time to when Havana 
Glen was in its prime; the walkways, 
staircases and bridges would be in- 
tact, and the glen would echo with 
human voices, all marvelling at the 

What follows is a compilation of ' B Rowles, 1982, "Interior of Council Chamber." 

quotations from various guide- 
books. 

"We first enter the Grand Am- 
 hith heat re. which is a flat area of 

8 STEREO WORLD MarchIAprillQ89 

more than thirty acres in extent situ- 
ated near the first gorge of the glen. 
Here we leave our carriage and make 
our exploration of the Glen on foot. 

mosses, lichens and ferns. Following 
the path and going towards the east, 
soon after entering the first gorge we 
come to Portal Cascade. 



"We cross the Sylvan Bridge and 
pause for a moment to behold the 
foaming waters (Sylvan Rapids) be- 
neath our feet. Here we notice the 
water-worn and rocky channel 
which has taken ages for its comple- 
tion. Although Portal Cascade is not 
over 10 or 12 feet in height, still as 
the beginning of a long series of 
waterfalls it does not go unnoticed. 

"As we advance, we obtain a full- 
er view of the large and spectacular 
Eagle Cliff Falls. These falls, over fif- 
ty feet in height, are the highest in 
the Glen. We are told that they ob- 

B. Rowles, 1983, "Curtain Cascade." 

G.E Gates, "Curtain Cascade" C A  1870. 

tain their name from an old eagle's 
nest located on the opposite wall. 
Ascending the long staircase up the 
side of the falls we come to one of 
the most spectacular formations in 
the Glen - the Council Chamber. 

"The facings of the rocky sides 
are so evenly cut or worn as to give 
this wonderful natural chamber a 
singular artistic appearance. The 
Council Chamber is sixty feet in 
length and about twenty-five feet in 

width. Standing on the bridge 
which crosses it we have a fine view 
of the rapids above. Following the 
path we have a fine view of the 
gorge. 

"Now we arrive at Curtain Cas- 
cade, which is considered one of the 
finest views in the Glen. Curtain 
Cascade is actually two waterfalls. 
The lower fall is about eight feet 
high and appears in the form of an 
apron or curtain. But, the name is 
derived from curtain rock which is 
nearly hidden from view by the foli- 
age to the left. 
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"Leaving this point we cross over 
the bridge which leads to the Central 
Gorge. A second bridge recrosses 
the stream and after following a 
short path we find ourselves gazing 
upon the wild and startling scenery 
of Central Gorge. 

"A pool named the Witches Caul- 
dron is at the bottom of this spec- 
tacular formation. To reach the top, 
we must climb two long staircases, 
each about fifty feet in length. These 
form the Jacob's Ladder of Havana 
Glen. The first crosses the gorge to- 
wards the south to a landing half- 
way up the southern cliff, from 
which the second extends to the top 
of the northern wall. From about 
midway on the Ladder we obtain a 
view of the Bridal Veil waterfall. 
This waterfall, some fifty feet in 
height, sweeping gracefully over the 
steeply inclined rock is a silvery 
shower when viewed in bright 
sunlight. 

"Leaving Central Gorge we cross 
Cavern Bridge. A short distance 
from this bridge, on the north bank 
of the stream, we see a huge pillar of 
rocks nearly detached from the 
main column. Here we see openings 
or caves caused by the action of wa- 
ter years ago. Among those is one 
known as the Indian Oven. We see 
that it is several feet in height and 
over ten or twelve in length. Nearby 

R.D. Crum, No. I . ,  "Portal Cascade, Havana Glen." C A  1870. 

in the Hermit's Cave, situated twen- 
ty feet above the bed of the stream. 
Here on the south bank, we ascend a 
short flight of stairs and go through 
a natural formation known as Cav- 
ern Tunnel. The Tunnel is about 
three feet wide, eight feet high and 
perhaps twenty feet in length. 

"To the east, after leaving the Tun- 
nel, we come to the Whispering 
Falls, so named from the gentle mur- 
murings of the water over the rocky 
bed as contrasted with the other 
Cascades. 

"Upon leaving those Falls we enter 
the area known as Glen Chaos. Here 
we encounter a mass of fallen rocks 
solidly imbedded in the stream bed. 
It is generally presumed that a great 
rockslide occurred here centuries 
ago. As we continue our ramble we 
approach Echo Falls so named for 
the double measured sound of the 
rumbling waters. Climbing over the 
rocks, perhaps twelve feet in height, 
we enter an interesting area known 
as the Glen of the Pools. Many ba- 
sins or wells of various sizes are 
found here. Among these are two 
circular ones known as the Rival 
Pools. The next point of interest is 
Fairies Cascade. At its base is found 
a beautiful pool - the deepest in the 

Glen. The charms of this unvretend- 
ing cascade are enhanced by\he 
beauty of its situation and svr- 
roundings. Not far above it are 
several singularly shaped pools - one 
resembles a helmet, another an ar- 
tist's pallet. Many varieties of moss 
are seen in all parts of the glen, but 
especially are notable in the forest 
grotto near this cascade. 

"From this charming Cascade our 
pathway leads along the northern 
bank of the ravine. Soon, we catch a 
glimpse in the distance of Summit 
Falls which is twenty feet high with 
a rounding face. Below the Falls we 
pass the two rock formations 
known as the Petrified Hats. 

"Our iournev is now over. We 
have walked o;er a mile and a quar- 
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