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THE CRAIGLO 
Cheapest Nimslo Conversion Yet! 

by John Dennis 
p r a i g  Daniels, of Red Wing I 

viewer fame, has recently de- 
vised a simple, low-tech modifica- 
tion to the Nimslo camera which 
makes it possible to send color nega- 
tive film to any commercial proces- 
sor and get back correctly exposed 
and sized print pairs for mounting. 

Black plastic "wedges" measuring 
4.5mm X 22mm are glued to the in- 
ner edges of the #2 and #3 frames in 
the back of the camera, just below 
the level of the film plane. The 
resulting sets of images on the film 
(consisting of one and two-thirds of 
a Nimslo frame each) are the same 
overall width as a standard 35mm 
frame and can be printed as such by 
any automatic printer. The frame 
line visible in each print isn't enough 
to throw off the color balance or ex- Craiglo wedges in place in an otherwise standard Nimslo camera. Stereo by ] o / ~ r ~  Dennis. 

posure, and the partial images from 
the camera's center lenses are simply 
trimmed off and discarded. 

If you order 3% X 5"  prints, the 

One problem does remain, how- 
ever. The spacing of the "full frame" 
images on the film won't be as even 

usable stereo images will be two and 
three-quarter inches wide each. If 
you order 4 X 6 " prints, the usable 
stereo images will be three and one- 
quarter inches wide-ready for 
trimming to standard 3" wide prints 
for mounting or insertion in a Q-VU 
mount. 

as those from ordinary 35mm 
cameras. The operator of the color 
printer will need to jog the film a bit 
as it runs through the machine-so 
bring along a stereoscope with sam- 
ple views and make friends with 
some key people at your favorite lo- 
cal lab. 

A Craiglo wedge, actual size. 

Customers of Color Lab (Box 37, 
Hastingst MN 55033) don't need to 
bother with the wedges at all, just 
request "4 inch Paper, NIMSLO EN- 
LARGEMENT" and the outer 

Two untrimmed Craiglo printsshown in reducedsize, final pair at the center. Stereo by Craig 
Daniels. 

frames will be printed just over 3" 
wide. (Or each frame from a "Teco 
Nimslo,, will be printed that size.)m 
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T he opportunity to attend the 
Sixth Congress of the Interna- 

tional Stereoscopic Union in Inter- 
laken, Switzerland was truly not 
something any stereo photography 
enthusiast should have turned 
down, if there was any way at all of 
making the trip. The chance to meet 
people of similar interests from 
around the world and to see their 
work, and, in many cases, the 
equipment they use or make, is rare 
enough. This particular congress 
was made all the more special by the 
large attendance and the well or- 
ganized presentations. No report 
that would fit in a magazine could 
give the whole story in complete 
technical detail or convey accurately 
the complex social and emotional 
interactions of so many people over 
five days. 

One thing that can be done (be- 
sides talking to someone who was 
there and demanding to see the 
stereos they took) is to subscribe to 
the ISU journal Stereoscopy. Those 
who do so this year will be sent, 
along with two issues, the official 
Program of the Sixth Congress-an 
interesting document of the state of 
stereography in the world as of 
1987, and a detailed look at the se- 
quence of shows, exhibits and work- 
shops that went on the first five days 
of October, 1987. 

The success of the event proves 
the growing interest in stereo imag- 
ing of every sort, as well as the in- 
terest in international meetings to 
see those images first hand and talk 
with the people who made them. If 
the ISU did not already exist, the in- 
terest that brought so many people 
to Interlaken would probably have 

created it sometime during the past 
year or so. Tom Handschin and the 
ISU officers and crew who ran the 
congress deserve a literal world of 
thanks from stereo enthusiasts 
everywhere. (A complete list of 
those who were responsible for the 
success of the congress is another 
thing to be found in the Congress 
Program.) 

Several NSA members who at- 
tended the congress brought with 
them back issues of Stereo World to 
sell at a lobby table during breaks in 
the program. One of the most pleas- 
ing things about the whole event is 
the response to these issues from Eu- 
ropean stereo enthusiasts. If we 
hadn't held back a few for samples 
to show along with the membership 
folders, we would have sold out the 
whole stack in the first couple of 
hours! m 
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Letters 
The Search for A. B. Payne 
We are eager to find any informa- 

tion we can on the life and work of 
A. B. Payne, 1867-1953. He was a 
Worldwide Photographer for Key- 
stone View Co. c.1894-1908, perhaps 
later. 

We are especially interested in ad- 
ditional Keystone Views of the 
Mount Pelee, Martinique disaster of 
May 8,1902, described so vividly in 
the book "Darkest Hours" by Jay 
Robert Nash. 

The numbers of Keystone Views 
we have are: 14300,14303, 14313, 
14317,14326,14331,14336,14343 
& 14363. 

We would also be interested in 
finding other pictures taken in Cen- 
tral America, South America and 
the Southeastern U.S. just before 
and after May 8,1902. Our reason- 
ing is that a Keystone View Co. pho- 
to around that time would most 
likely have been taken by A. B. 
Payne because he was in that area. 
We know that he travelled all over 
the world for Keystone, but because 
of a letter written by his mother we 
can only be sure the Martinique 
photographs are his. 

We suppose that if there are Key- 
stone Views of the April 18,1902 
earthquake in Guatemala, they 
would also be his, since the letter in- 
dicates he had already "made views 
of the earthquake ruins" when he 
received a Cablegram "to go at once 
to the Volcanic country where there 
are such terrible eruptions." Since he 
had to go by boat, he was probably 
nearby. 

We would be interested in locating 
views for purchase. However, if 
they are in collections and not for 
sale, we would like very much to see 
them (or have copies if this is done 
in any way). 

We are planning to write articles 
about this fascinating detective 
story-The Search for A. B. Payne, 
Worldwide Photographer." We 
might also be interested in using 
them as illustrations. Locating these 
pictures is also an integral part of 
tracing his travels. Of course, a ma- 
jor part of writing this detective sto- 
ry will be about the collectors and 

experts who have spent years on 
their interest in the world of 
stereoscopy and who are helping us. 
We plan to acknowledge the sources 
and make their helpfulness part of 
the story. 

Libby & Frank Payne 
11 Overhill Lane 
Roslyn, NY 11576 

The Search for Series 5 
As an owner of a Kodak stereo 

camera, I have been slowly acquir- 
ing parts for this camera, among 
which are filters, this camera taking 
the series five type. While ordering 
this series filter from Hirsch Photo 
in New York, I have been informed 
by them that Hoya (their supplier) 
has ceased importation of this 
series. 

To the many owners of Kodak ste- 
reo cameras and other stereo 
cameras that take series five filters, 
the prospect of now being unable to 
purchase new filters is another bur- 
den that one must now face. 

Gary S. Mangiacopra 
Milford, CT 

And Some Murray Views, Too? 
We are writing to you to seek 

your assistance in our search for 
suitable material for a Cineoma- 
graphic Theatre we intend operating 
at the Port of Echuca. 

The historic Port of Echuca is lo- 
cated on the banks of the Murray 
River, a river which once supported 
a paddlesteamer trade connecting 
three Australian States, and was 
once Australia's largest inland port. 

The wharf is now one of Austra- 
lia's leading tourism attractions and 
has over 100,000 tourists a year 
visiting. 

Currently we are putting together 
an historic collection of Cinema and 
Film memorabilia, which we intend 
making available to the public when 
they visit the Port. Unfortunately 
we have been unable to locate and 
add to our collection items such as 
Muteoscopes (coin in slot, flicker 
type machines-penny arcade), and 
Magic Lantern equipment. 

If possible, we would appreciate 
your assistance and that of your 
members in locating this type of 
equipment, and associated memora- 
bilia, to enable us to arrange where 
possible their purchase and/or some 
historic information relating to 
them, for inclusion in our venue. 

Norman Sharp 
P.O. Box 421, Echuca 
Victoria, Australia, 3564 

Florida/Alaska View Swap? 
I wish to thank you for a most en- 

joyable July /August '87 issue. Alas- 
ka is one of the most beautiful and 
desirable places I have ever visited 
and sincerely regret that I visited it 
before I became enthusiastic about 
stereography. Would any stereo- 
graphers from Alaska, or who have 
visited there, be interested in ex- 
changing for loan stereo views of 
Alaska for stereo views of Florida? I 
am primarily interested in Realist 
format slides, but not to the exclu- 
sion of stereo prints. 

Roger D. Curry 
2321 Camden Ave. 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 

On Edge 
I'm not sure that ragged columns 

are really easier to read despite the 
fact that all words are spaced equal- 
ly. Cast my ballot for justified lines. 
The flush left stuff looks ragged and 
a bit amateurish (which Stereo 
World is not). 

Good story on Arch Obler. Too 
bad it didn't conclude with ". . .and 
Bwana Devil will be making its way 
around the U.S. in a theater near 
you." I'd like to see it again. 

Some of the people I talked to at 
King of Prussia thought free vision 
is difficult. Maybe each issue of Ste- 
reo World should have a paragraph 
or two on how to free view and how 
easy it is to train yourself to do it. 

I recently ran across a Nordetta 
127 rollfilm 3-D camera, a toy. How 
can I learn more about it and its in- 
tended use? 

Richard Orr 
Omaha, NE 

(Continued on page 27) 
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I t is perhaps the single most dra- 
matic and well-known incident in 

the long history of man's struggle 
against the sea. A great ship, whose 
very lines bespeak the arrogance 
and pride of her builders, crammed 
with the rich and famous, the cream 
of Edwardian society, races head- 
long through the chill North Atlan- 
tic night. Suddenly, out of the 
darkness ahead looms the great ice 
mountain. What follows during the 
next few hours is a confused jumble 
of images, of heroism and coward- 
ice, of the pitifully few lifeboats, of 
a band that plays to the bitter end, 

of a millionaire and his valet dressed 
in their best, prepared to meet death 
"like gentlemen," of the Carpathia's 
mad dash to the rescue while anoth- 
er ship, close at hand, turns a blind 
eye and a deaf ear to repeated ap- 
peals for help, of the great stern 
towering darkly against the star-lit 
sky before the final plunge, and of 
thousands of agonizing screams that 
all too quickly melt into silence in 
the icy waters. 

It is the night of April 14th, 1912, 
and the ship is of course the Titanic 
Seventy-five years and two world 
wars have not dimmed the events of 

this night. Its mystique still capti- 
vates the mind. But the Titanic is 
nonetheless only a single incident in 
a longer, more complex story, that 
of the transatlantic liner, a peculiar- 
ly elegant form of transportation 
that has now all but succumbed to 
the dispassionate hand of progress 
and has, like the steam locomotive, 
been enshrined as a romantic sym- 
bol of a bygone age. 

The liner, as it developed by the 
late nineteenth century, was a culmi- 
nation of a number of trends in mar- 
itime affairs that had long been 
present on the North Atlantic. In- 
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THE 
GREAT LINERS 
OF THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC 
by Richard C. Ryder 

deed, in one respect the liner may be 
said to go back to the Mayflower 
and her contemporaries, for the 
shipping companies thrived on the 
immigrant trade, often carrying in a 
single voyage hundreds of restless 
souls in the cramped quarters 
known as "steerage" from the trou- 
bles of the old world to the bright if 
ill-defined promise of the new. The 
immigrant trade mushroomed as a 
consequence of the Irish potato fam- 
ine and social disorders of the 
1840fs, and it was under this impe- 
tus that the first vessels which might 
be described as prototype ocean 
liners appeared. 

Technically, the liner represented a 
melding of steam propulsion, regu- 
larly scheduled service, and, for first 
class passengers at least, a sense of 
luxury. The first vessel to cross the 
Atlantic largely under steam did so 
in 1833. She was the Royal William, 
a 176-foot, 800-ton financial liabili- 
ty that her owners hoped to dump 
on the European market. Among 
her stockholders was a young Hali- 
fax businessman named Samuel 
Cunard, who saw in the voyage not 
just diminished red ink but the wave 
of the future. By 1840, armed with a 
lucrative government mail contract, 
Cunard had a fleet of four large 
steamers in service between Liver- 
pool and Halifax, and had extended 
his operations to include Boston. 

But if Cunard's shivs were 
reasonably fast and reliable, they 
were anything but luxurious. 
Charles Dickens, who travelled on 
Britania in 1842. described his cabin 
as an "utterly impractical, thorough- 
ly hopeless and profoundly 
preposterous box." As to the bed, 
"nothing smaller for sleeping in was 
ever made except coffins." 

It was this air of austerity aboard 
the Cunard vessels that prompted an 
American, Edward Knight Collins, 
to set up a rival shipping line. From 
the first, Collins introduced an ele- 
ment of comfort into vessels that 
were frankly designed to appeal to 
the wealthy and business classes. 
Once again, government support 
was paramount-and forthcoming. 
But, after the disastrous losses of the 
steamers Arctic and Pacific in the 
mid-18501s, Collins' shipping empire 
collapsed. Cunard remained master 
of the North Atlantic, but, spurred 
by Collins' challenge, began to up- 
grade the accommodations aboard 
his ships. 

By the 1860rs, the screw propeller 
had begun to replace the paddle- 
wheel, iron (and later steel) to sup- 
plant wood in hull construction, 
and, as engines became more power- 
ful and dependable, the huge masts, 
yards, and acres of canvas that com- 
prised the auxiliary sailing rig began 
to dwindle both in size and sig- 

nificance. Once these elements were 
in place, the basic liner design 
would change but little. The ships 
could only get larger, faster, more 
luxurious. 

Size was no object to Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, a brilliant if eccen- 
tric engineer who built bridges and 
railways before turning to steam- 
ships. His Great Britain, launched in 
1843 and astonishingly still in exis- 
tence, is generally regarded as the 
first bona fide ocean liner. But 
Brunel is better known for Great 
Eastern, a monstrous 693-foot, 
19,000-ton behemoth that was years 
ahead of her time. Great Eastern 
proved almost impossible to launch, 
wore out and ultimatelv killed 
Brunel. bankruvted a whole succes- 
sion of owners,'and failed miserably 
as a transatlantic passenger carrier. 
The problem was that no one was 
yet capable of producing engines 
sufficiently powerful to drive her, 
and Brunel's giant remains some- 
thing of an aberration in liner 
history. 

In addition to Cunard, a number 
of other steamship companies 
emerged to capture a significant 
chunk of the Atlantic liner trade in 
the late nineteenth century. The 
most important were the Hamburg- 
Amerika Line (established in 1856), 
North German Lloyd (1858), Com- 
pagnie G1n6rale Transatlantique 
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(also called CGT or simply the 
French Line, 1864), and White Star 
(British registered and run but large- 
ly owned after the turn of the centu- 
ry by a consortium of American 
businessmen headed by financier J. 
Pierpont Morgan, 1871). Although 
other comuanies on occasion 
produced impressive ships, the "big 
five" pretty much dominated the 
North Atlantic throughout most of 
the liner era. 

One measure of a liner's success- 
perhaps the most conspicuous-was 
the speed with which it was capable 
of making the crossing. Although 
there was never any formal competi- 
tion, the quest for the fastest pas- 
sage, known as the Blue Riband of 
the Atlantic, gradually assumed the 
proportions of a major sporting 
event. Some companies exhibited a 
rather ambivalent attitude toward 
the title, publicly decrying the com- 
petition while at the same time nois- 
ily building ever more expensive 
liners iust to have a crackat it. 
~~eed'at t racted customers, and the 
Riband usually brought with it the 
cream of the passenger trade. 

Technically, there were two Ri- 
bands, one for the eastbound and 
one for the westbound crossing. 
Since individual companies em- 
ployed a variety of departure and 
arrival points over the years and 
sailed different tracks, the record 
was based not on the duration of the 
crossing but on the average sus- 
tained speed. 

Cunard's Britania is generally 
viewed as the first vessel to hold the 

"Great Eastern Steamship," No. 73 by Stacy. Although it utilized sails, paddlewheels, and 
propellers, Brunel's Great Eastern was far too large for the motive power of its day. 
Launched in 1858, she proved a dismal failure as a passenger camer but gained lasting fame 
as a cable ship. 

Blue Riband, and that company at 
times seemed to regard the title as 
something of a private fief. Follow- 
ing Collins' successful challenge in 
the early 1850's, Cunard recaptured 
the title with Scotia, their last 
paddle-wheeler, in 1862. During the 
18701s, the record bounced back and 
forth between two relative new- 
comers, Inman and White Star. The 
Guion Line held it in the early 1880's 
(their Alaska being the first to make 
the crossing in under a week) before 
the Riband once again passed back 
into the hands of Cunard. The in- 
troduction of twin-screw propulsion 
allowed Inman's C i t y  of N e w  York 
and Ci t y  of Paris to push the record 
to more than 20 knots in 1889. 
White Star's Teutonic stormed into 
the record books two years later, but 
when Cunard regained the title in 
1893, both Inman and White Star 
bowed out of the competition. 

Speed was expensive-in con- 
struction and operating costs, in the 
space required for ever more mas- 
sive engines, and in the increasingly 
unpleasant vibration those engines 
produced. It was a case of diminish- 
ing returns and Cunard had pushed 
pretty close to the theoretical limits. 
Or  so it seemed. 

Unfortunately, no one had 
bothered to tell the Germans. With 
the enthusiastic backing of the Kai- 
ser, who saw large, fast liners as one 

way to increase national prestige, 
Germany's premier shipbuilders set 
out in pursuit of the Riband. First 
off the mark was North German 
Lloyd's Kaiser Wi lhe lm der Grosse, 
the world's first four-funnel liner, 
which seized the crown in 1897. She 
was followed during the next decade 
by Kronprinz Wi lhe lm,  Kaiser Wil-  
helm 11, and Hamburg-Amerika's 
Deutschland. The trident seemed to 
have passed to the Germans. 

But Cunard, backed by miffed 
British pride, was not to be outdone. 
Fortunately, help was at hand. In 
1897, inventor Charles Parsons had 
electrified the crowds at the Spit- 
head Naval Review with an un- 
authorized display of maritime 
bravado, racing his yacht, the Tur- 
binia, through the assembled lines 
of warships, and playing cat-and- 
mouse with the destroyer sent to 
chase him away. The Admiralty was 
not amused. But the power and effi- 
ciency of Parson's steam turbine, so 
boldly demonstrated, was not lost 
on Cunard, and in 1907 the giant 
new Lusitania, driven by four 
screws and powered by Parsons' tur- 
bines, finally dethroned the Ger- 
mans. This time Cunard would keep 
the Riband for more than twenty 
years. 

As liners became larger and faster, 
they also became more luxurious. 
After Deutschland, Albert Ballin, 
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Tho Crow, Whito Star S. S 

the brilliant and innovative chair- "The Crew, White Star S.S. Teutonic, I," by Strohmeyer O Wyman/Undenuood & 
Underwood, 1891. Since company loyalties ran strong, some of the jaunty tars shown man of Hamburg-Amerikaf began to here after Teutonic captured the Blue Riband in 1891 may well have been aboard Ti- 

design ships for comfort and ele- tanic in 1912. Coal-fired liners required an exceptionally large number of stokers. 
gance rather than speed. Ballin es- 
tablished a trend when he engaged 
special interior decorators to furnish perfection in France's Normandie in art, employing the renowned Cesar 

the public rooms on ~ ~ ~ ~ i k ~ .  with the 1930fs, this concept allowed an Ritz to supervise Hamburg- 

the 52,000-ton Imperator in 1912 uninterrupted sweep through a suc- Amerika's elegant fare-a far cry 

and her giant successors, Vaterland great and public from the days when Dickens had 
and Bismarck, Ballin introduced rooms on the upper decks. Ballin complained about the food on 
divided funnel uptakes; brought to also elevated liner cuisine to a fine Brittania. 

With the other lines, the story was 
similar. While White Star catered to 

"Where Germany builds her ships-SS. Kaiser Wilhelrn 11, in ship-yards, Stettin, Ger- the health and fitness crowd with an 
many," by Underwood O Underwood. Shown under construction at the A. G. Vulkan on-board gymnasium and swim- 
works, North German Lloyd's Kaiser Wilhelm I1 was launched in 1903 and won the 
Blue Riband the following year. Her sister-ship was Kronprinzessin Cecile, the Kaiser's 

ming pool on Olymp ic  Cunard im- 

elusive "treasure ship" of World War I. ported 300 Arab craftsmen just to 
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I decorate the paneling in Maureta- 
nia's salons. In little more than 
twenty years, liners had gone from 
simple plush comfort to an 
that bordered on hedonistic. Of 
Mauretania, Rudyard Kipling wrote, 
"the monstrous, nine-decked city 
goes to sea." It was an apt compari- 
son, and, for a first-class passenger, 
it was entirely possible to forget that 
one was on a ship at all. Unfor- 
tunately, the North Atlantic had 

"Der Schnelldampfer auf Rhede," one of at least eight views of the Kaiser Wilhelm der 
Grosse produced by an unidentified German photographer after the liner took the 
Blue Riband in 1897. Considered by some to be the first of the truly modem luxury 
liners, Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse was the first four-stack liner ever built, the first 
equipped with remote control watertight doors, and the first to have Marconi's wire- 
less installed on a permanent basis. The ship also enjoyed a spectacular if brief career 
as a raider at the outset of World War I. 

ways of jogging the memory-and 
such reminders could be very 
abrupt. 

The list of liner disasters is a long 
one. Some, like Inman's City of Bos- 

"Gesellschafts Salon." This view, another from the same unidentified series, suggests 
the costly and extravagant furnishings North German Lloyd and the other companies 
lavished upon their first-class passengers. Such luxury was the very antithesis of steer- 
age. Views of liner interiors are uncommon. 

ton in 1870, simply vanished with- 
out trace. Others, in the days before 
precise navigational aids, ran 
aground on rocky, inhospitable 
coasts. Although storms accounted 
for some ships and fires claimed 
others, such as CGT's elegant Paris 
in 1939, most disasters were 
pounded by fog. This was 
true since many captains believed 



"Building an ocean-liner, Harland O Wol f f s  Works, Belfast, Ireland," No. 9109 by Un- 
derwood &r Underwood. All of White Star's major vessels except Majestic were built 
here, and were characterized by  the peculiarly squared stem. Among  those lost when 
Titanic went down was Thomas Andrews, Harland O Wolff's managing director. 

like one grizzled Cunard veteran 
that the best way of dealing with fog 
was to cram on all possible speed- 
the theory being that the faster you 
went, the sooner you would emerge 
into clear water. 

But if fog was the great bogey of 
the North Atlantic, ice could be just 
as treacherous. Cunard's iron-hulled 
Persia was badly damaged in field 
ice in January of 1858, about the 
same time and place that Collins' 
Pacific mysteriously disappeared. In 
1879, Guion's Blue Riband Arizona 
ran head-on into an iceberg, crush- 
ing in her bows; she limped back 
into port and survived to sail again. 
Thirty-three years later, it would be 
amply demonstrated that a glancing 
blow could be far more deadly. 

The situation improved some- 
what following Marconi's invention 
of the wireless, which made its liner 
debut on Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse 
in 1900. Wireless proved its worth in 
January of 1909 when White Star's 
Republic was rammed by the Italian 
liner Florida in heavy fog off Nan- 
tucket Island. Republic's distress 
calls brought Baltic and other ves- 
sels hurrying to the scene and the 
crippled liner, which sank the fol- 
lowing day, was evacuated without 
further loss of life. Three years later, 
wireless enabled Carpathia to steam 
to the aid of Titanic's survivors. 

But if wireless could summon aid 
and warn of approaching dangers, it 
was still no panacea. Twenty-five 
months after the Titanic went 
down, Canadian Pacific's Empress 
of Ireland was rammed by a collier 
in the St. Lawrence and sank like a 
stone. Although the total casualties 
were less than those on Titanic, Em- 
press of Ireland carried more pas- 
sengers to their graves than any 
other liner in peacetime history. This 
event was soon overshadowed by a 
greater tragedy. 

In August of 1914, war broke out 
in Europe, and for more than four 
years travel on the North Atlantic 
was anything but a pleasure cruise. 
The beginning of hostilities caught 
several of the big German liners ei- 
ther at sea or in neutral ports. 
Hamburg-Amerika's giant Vaterland 
allowed herself to be interned in 
New York rather than risk falling 
into British clutches. At the mo- 
ment, however, the British were 
more concerned with the where- 
abouts of North German Lloyd's 
Kronprinzessin Cecilie, at sea with a 
cargo of some $12 million in gold 
and silver bullion. With her huge 
reciprocating engines (the largest in 
the world) running flat out and rat- 
tling her passengers unmercifully, 
the German liner managed to elude 
pursuit and eventually turned up off 

the resort town of Bar Harbor, 
Maine. 

In accordance with long-standing 
policy, other liners were outfitted ei- 
ther in home ports or in remote an- 
chorages to serve as merchant 
cruisers. Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse 
captured five ships before the British 
finally tracked her down off the 
coast of Africa. Kronprinz Wilhelm 
successfully slipped past the British 
patrols off New York, armed at sea 
from a German cruiser, and sank 
twenty-six Allied ships over a period 
of eight rnonths before lack of fuel 
and supplies forced her to seek sanc- 
tuary in Chesapeake Bay. 

The largest of the British liners, 
with their mammoth appetites for 
coal, were quickly recognized as un- 
fit for cruiser warfare. Instead they 
found their forte as troop transports 
and hospital ships. Aquitania, 
Mauretania, Olympic, and Britannic 
all served in this capacity, the latter 
being fatally mined in the Aegean in 
1918. 

Meanwhile, the Lusitania, alone 
of all the big liners, continued to 
operate on the old North Atlantic 
run and neutrals, despite German 
warnings, continued to sail in her. 
On May 7, 1915, the giant Cunarder 
was torpedoed and sunk off the 
coast of Ireland by a U-boat. One 
hundred and twenty-four Americans 
were among the 1200 lost. 

Amid vehement anti-German sen- 
timent, President Wilson ordered 
Germany to clean up its submarine 
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warfare act-or else. Although oth- 
er incidents occurred, Germanv 
eventually complied.'~or a time, the 
U-boats remained muzzled. Then 
early in 1917, in a bid to starve Brit- 
ain into submission before Ameri- 
can troops could intervene, 
Germany resumed unrestricted sub- 
marine warfare. The gamble failed. 
First in a trickle, then in a flood, 
American troops poured into 
France, transported largely in Vater- 
land (now renamed Leviathan) and 
the other German liners that had 
been interned in American ports- 
what Navy Secretary Josephus 
Daniels gleefully termed "the fleet 
the Kaiser built for us." 

By November 11,1918, Europe 
was again at peace. Imperial Germa- 
ny lay beaten, her liners part of the 
massive reparations demanded by 
the victorious Allies. In the postwar 
division of the spoils, the United 
States kept Leviathan, while Cunard 
acquired Imperator (subsequently 
Berengaria) and White Star got Bis- 
marck, which would enjoy a distin- 
guished career as Majestic 

The 1920's saw a basic shift in lin- 
er philosophy. Although the major 
shipping companies continued as al- 
ways to cater to the very rich, they 
suddenly found themselves deprived 
of their real bread and butter-the 
"huddled masses" down in steerage 
"yearning to breathe free." Between 
1820 and 1920, more than 35 million 
immigrants had come to America, 
mostly by steamship. Now, in 1921, 
an isolationist United States passed 

"The Lusitania Leaving Dock in New York City," No. W26101 hy Keystone View 
Company. Torpedoed in May of 1915, Lusitania rolled over and sank so rapidly that it 
proved impossible to launch many of her lifeboats. Was she carrying munitions, as the 
Germans claimed? Probably not, although stories to that effect continue to surface 
with almost boring frequency. 

the Emergency Quota Act, effective- 
ly slamming the "golden door" and 
shattering the century-old symbiosis 
between steamship and immigrant. 
Revenues plummeted. Then the 
liners discovered tourism and their 
fortunes rebounded. Ship after ship 
was refitted to incorporate a relative- 
ly spartan "third class" for those of 
modest means who had a hankering 
to visit the "Old Country." Aggres- 
sive advertising did the rest. 

There was one shipping company 
that did not fully share in this new- 
found bounty. The United States 
Lines had grown out of the wartime 
United States Shipping Board and 
all those expropriated German 
liners. With a heavy congressional 
subsidy, America planned to carve 
out for itself a sizable chunk of the 
lucrative North Atlantic passenger 
trade. But this was the era of Prohi- 
bition and, while others prospered, 
American hopes literally dried up on 
the high seas. Not until Prohibition 
ended and the costly Leviathan was 
withdrawn from service did the 
United States Lines measure up to 
expectations. 

Throughout the Twenties and ear- 
ly Thirties, larger, faster, and more 
elegant liners continued to enter 
service: CGT's Paris and Ile de 
France, Holland-America's Staten- 

dam,  North German Lloyd's Bremen 
and Europa, and Italia's Rex and 
Conte d i  Savoia. Older liners, con- 
verted to oil fuel, kept pace. The les- 
sons of the past were conveniently 
forgotten as ships continued to press 
for a fast passage despite hazardous 
conditions, with occasionally em- 
barrassing results, as when Olympic 
rammed and sank the Nantucket 
Lightship in May of 1934. 

Throughout the 192Ors, the Blue 
Riband was held by Cunard's 
Mauretania, probably the most be- 
loved liner of all time. She had won 
the title from her sister, the ill-fated 
Lusitania, and held it longer- 22 
years-than any other vessel. Final- 
ly, in 1929, she was surpassed by 
North German Lloyd's brash new 
Bremen. In an incredible feat of en- 
gineering, the "Grand Old Lady," as 
she was affectionately known, came 
roaring back and barely missed 
recapturing the crown. By the time 
Normandie and Queen Mary en- 
gaged in their epic duel in the late 
19301s, the record for the Atlantic 
crossing had dropped below four 
days. 

The Great Depression again 
brought hard times to the liner 
fleets. White Star attempted to re- 
coup its shaky fortunes by building 
a new superliner and instead went 
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