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We have some unknowns from Carl Wiederanders to run 
past you this issue. First is a view by Haines & Elliot of 
Albany, N.Y. of an imposing-looking group of men ap- 
parently listening to a speaker. The card is yellow. 

Next we have a harbor scene with many barrels ready for 
loading at a dock. The ship at the dock seems to have both 
masts and a smokestack. 

Located at No. 53 on an unknown street is Jacob 
Skillman's jewelry store with clocks and watches on display 
in the windows. "? & Davis-Merchant Tailors" are 
upstairs, as is "Walter-Dentist," while "Walters and Davis" 
advertise their "Fine Woolens." 

Finally, a gray card shows the bunting-draped Utah 
Building, perhaps at one of the large expositions? 

(continued on  inside back cover) 
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"Hooter" is one of the characters in the 
multi-million dollar 17 minute 3 - 0  musical 
space adventure now playing exclusively at 
Disneyland and Disney World. STEREO 
WORLD was on hand for the film's lavish 
premiere on Sept. 13th at Disneyland. Our 
article on the film, its production, and its 
theater is by Szcsan Pinsky, Bill Shepard and 
David Starkman. 
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Editor's View 

AN END TO DEPTHPLOITATION? 
More money has been spent making 3-D films in the past 

few years than any other time in history. But the films 
responsible for this expenditure aren't full length features 
in general release-their expense (and significance) is due 
to large film formats, custom camera rigs, and plush, high 
tech theater installations. The latest, Disney's Captain EO, 
is covered in this issue and besides being the most expen- 
sive, is probably destined to become the most well known  
3-D movie of all time. The intriguing question, of course, 
is; "Will all this money and attention finally give 3-D films 
the acceptance as a valid form of cinematic expression that 
they never earned on their own? Will both economic and 
artistic confidence "trickle down" from the huge screens of 
the Expos and Epcot and Disneyland?" The safest answer 
is "not necessarilyLbut a heck of a lot of people have been 
very favorably impressed this time around.. . 

Although i t  will be shown only at Disneyland and 
Disney World, Captain EO will probably have a very long 
run ("Eons" according to a Disney spokesman). The high- 
tech, high-budget 3-D production became a key element in 
the Disney organization's current effort to attract more peo- 
ple to the parks-especially Disneyland. According to a 
Disneyland press release, the fact that the film was done in 
3-D was due at least in part to Michael Jackson's fascina- 
tion with Magic Journeys at Epcot Center and his already 
growing interest in stereo imaging. 

So now we see a 3-D movie featured as the centerpiece 
of a national promotional campaign for Disneyland and 
Disney World-kicked off by a glittering, "star studded" 
NBC-TV special nearly four times longer than the film 
itself! Regardless of any shortcomings the film may have, 
its lavish promotion may well nudge the public's image of 
3-D movies a step or two above the horror/novelty level. 
Captain EO is featured in prime time Disneyland TV com- 
mercials, airline promotional tie-ins, contests, etc. In fact, 
the association of 3-D with the Disney image has been given 
the ultimate official recognition: a special Disney 3-D logo 
sprouting mouse ears! 

Could this apparent Disney commitment to 3-D inspire 
some film industry interest in this sort of state-of-the-art 
70mm 3-D for feature films? The various big-screen 3-D 
shorts shown at recent fairs in the U.S., Japan and Canada 
share something besides a minimal story line with Disney's 
Captain EO and Magic Journeys. Their excellent produc- 
tion values and precisely controlled projection have 
demonstrated to millions of people the vast difference bet- 

ween the 3-D films of the 1950s to early '80s, and the fan- 
tastic productions possible now with systems like dual 
70mm. 

At EXPO 86, i t  was nearly impossible to go more than 
half an hour without overhearing bits of conversation 
about one or more of the 3-D films running there (July/ 
August '86, page 20). Almost without exception, the con- 
versations involved mention of how much they had en- 
joyed the film and how long the lines were; OR, how much 
they wanted to see the film people had told them about and 
how long the lines were! The 3-D movie talk even inspired 
one of the "On Site Entertainers" (jugglers, comics, etc. put 
on acts near many of the slower lines) to present a spoof 
called the "4-D Film." Fred Garbo did a one-man show from 
the "smallest pavilion at the fairflGarbo's Garbage 
Pavilion. From his actual EXPO 86 garbage can he show- 
ed off the 4-D glasses (two pairs of 3-D glasses stacked and 
glued) and after much grand introductory chatter, pulled 
out the fair's only 4-D movie-the strip of film shown here. 

The combination of the various fair films and the Disney 
films amounts to what is in effect a massive market test for 
truly high quality 3-D cinematography and projection. 
(The Disney people claim that Magic Journeys was seen by 
19 million people.) The overwhelmingly positive public 
reaction to the technical superiority and bright, clear 
viewability of these films should have some effect on even 
the most cautious corporate decision makers in Hollywood. 
In fact, several of the films were made with dual camera, 
twin projector systems similar to the Stereospace system 
once.under serious consideration (1982-83) by United Ar- 
tists Communications (as distinct from MGM/UA) for a 



full length 70mm 3-D feature to be shown in the 40 to 50 
large theaters around the country in the UA chain. 

Clearly, the automated technology, the collective pro- 
duction experience, and the potential audience all exist- 
ready for some collaboration of corporate entities to create 
a 3-D feature film that takes up where Magic Journeys or 
Captain EO leaves off. The greatest threat to the future of 
3-D films is not from a few more years of hesitation, 
however. It is from the very real possibility that such a pro- 
duction, regardless of technical quality, could take the form 
of a bigger, more expensive Jaws 3-0 or Comin' A t  Ya!. The 
general history of 3-D films leaves much to be desired and 
much to make up for. It  would certainly help if the first 
70mm feature gained recognition for its cinematic imagery 
and its story-not for its sensational novelty or its gore. 
That wish, by now, is an old one, but the money involved 
in today's state-of-the-art 3-D means there's more at stake 
than ever before. The first "post EO" 3-D feature will need 
to be the sort of film at least worthy of consideration for an 
Academy Award-ideally for something besides its special 
effects. Anything less could allow 3-D films to slip back into 
exploitation as sources of quick profits from short, forget- 
table runs. Without a 70mm feature of trend-setting quali- 
ty, there could easily be a reversion to single strip, 35mm 
3-D to avoid the higher production and projection costs-a 
loss to the development of 3-D film's full potential and new 
interest in stereography in general. 

-John Dennis 

A NEW SERIES OF COMICS FROM 
THE 3-D ZONE 

Stereo illustrator Ray Zone has announced publication 
of a new monthly 3-D comic book series titled The 3-0  
Zone to begin in February of 1987. The 3 -0  Zone will 
feature 3-D conversions of classic material by such artists 
as Wallace Wood, Basil Wolverton and George Herriman 
as well as original new material created specifically for the 
dimensional medium. (See STEREO WORLD Mar. /Apr. 
'86, page 30.) 

Each book will make use of the "Zonevision" 3-D pro- 
cess, a state-of-the-art dimensional conversion technique 
developed by Ray Zone with his work on numerous 3-D 
comic books. Zone is well known to comic book fans as the 
"King of 3-D" and the man who revived 3-D comics in the 
1980's. The 3 -0  Zone will be a 32-page comic book with 
4-color covers, printed on deluxe format English finish 
bright white paper and sell for $2.50. 

Distribution of The 3-0  Zone will be handled by 
Renegade Press for whom Zone has produced several 3-D 
comic books. Zone looks forward to continued association 
with Eclipse Comics, Kitchen Sink Press, Blackthorne 
Publishing and others for whom he has produced dimen- 
sional conversions. 

The first issue of The 3-0 Zone will showcase a rare 
graphic novel of Wallace Wood in the "Zonevision" process 
and go on sale February 10. 

Comment 
Clarke E. Leverette 

It is with regret that I inform the NSA membership of the 
death of Clarke E. Leverette, one of the most active Cana- 
dian members. Clarke died suddenly of a brain hemorrhage 
Oct. 4,1986 at the age of 51 years. He was in the midst of 
publishing the fourth volume of his distinctively colored 
Cherry Pink Index to Stereographs. 

A librarian by profession, Clarke had undertaken to in- 
dex the stereographs of all the major American publishers 
at the turn of the century. He estimated this would include 
80,000 cards and not be completed until 1990. Using his ex- 
pertise he devised an adaptable, expandable cataloging 
system that for the first time brought order to this area. He 
exhaustively corresponded with many members of the 
NSA to gather new titles. In the preface to the 1983 issue of 
the Index, Clarke revealed his philosophy. "It is being 
published now rather than later so that i t  can be used and 
improved over the years." His widow would be interested 
in hearing from anyone who would like to help continue his 
important work. 

Martin Bass 
Co-director, Canadian Region, NSA 
130 Normandy Gardens 
London, Ontario N6H 4B2 
Canada 

FUNDING SOUGHT FOR 3-D 
EDIBLE PLANT GUIDE 

I have been hoping that my exhibit at the NSA Conven- 
tion in Riverside would raise enough interest to generate the 
funding needed for the development and publication of the 
very first 3-D field guide(s) to edible plants. The last careful 
study of plants in stereo was done by Keystone (hand 
tinted) almost 75 years ago. 

I have had an ongoing research project on guides to edi- 
ble and useful plants, including world-wide cor- 
respondence thereupon. There is a crying need for good 
field guides to plants that have human use values, especially 
as foods. I do not know how to locate funding, nor generate 
interest. What I do  know is that such a work, done proper- 
ly, would sell at a good profit, even considering the research 
and development costs of such a pioneering publication ef- 
fort. A 3-D guide would be superior to existing guides in 
terms of identification and interest. Such a work could 
outsell a large group of semi-cultist health food books by 
paying attention to accurate previous data in earlier works. 

Anyone interested in such a project or with ideas concer- 
ning funding sources is invited to contact me. 

Michael Aron Weinberg 
4377 Clayton Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
213-661-9844 



Years ago, before the world became young and naive 
again, Noel Coward used to sing a song which said that 
some things were 'past forgetting.' Kay Summersby, broken 
in health and snirit and coerced bv  medical bills. took this 
expression as t'he title of the bookYshe agreed to'spend her 
last days writing-about her World War11 experiences on 
Dwight Eisenhower's staff. Actually, the publishers wanted 
a scoop on  the Eisenhower-Summersby 'love affair.' 
Although the book really fails to substantiate the innuen- 
d o  put forth by  those w h o  promoted its sales, it does il- 
lustrate that circumstances can encourage forgettability. 
The honor and privilege of taking part at the very center of 
one of the great adventures of all time WERE forgettable, 
or at least forsale, after time had taken its toll. Kay was dy- 
ing and she was broke and no  one cared anymore so she 
sold out and took the monev. She wrote the book thev " " 
wanted. . .well, almost what thev wanted. She never saw 
the book in The grim reap& came too soon for that. 
I'd like to thinkshe didn't want to see it. Would any of us 
have done differently? Somehow 1 really doubt it and that 
is sad. One wonders if anything, in the end, is past 
forgetting. 

The Magellans of the Air 
If you have a Keystone View Company boxed set entitled 

"Tour of the World" take out card #I. Be careful! Handle it 



with the care it deserves. It is about a grand adventure and 
a group of durable aviators. What they did was said to be 
'past forgetting.' Surely, then, we are all familiar with it. 

Admiral Robinson in 1924 said, "Other men will fly 
around the Earth but never again will anyone fly around it 
first." Perhaps that is a truism which really doesn't say 
anything illuminating. But, then, surely we all remember 
the exciting details we learned about in school? Oh! Not in 
your school? Well, not in mine either. I went through 
elementary school in the 1930's and I doubt if it was ever 
mentioned. We probably would have said that Lindbergh 
invented the airplane, had anyone asked. 

Arthur Brisbane, the popular columnist who was carried 
by newspapers all over the United States, certainly must 
have known whereof he spoke when he wrote: 

"Many centuries from now when the names of all the 
Presidents of the United States, with possibly the ex- 
ception of Washington and Lincoln, have vanished 
from the pages of history, the names of these airmen 
will still be there, for the simple reason that their 
achievement marks one of the major milestones in the 
History of Man." 
Well, he was smart. . .that 'many centuries from now' 

stuff makes it uncheckable. Let's not let him get away with 
that. Test it yourself. See how many presidents you can 
name and the11 identify the six men in the picture. Give the 

names that will still be there centuries from now. 
In the event you feel the need of a hint (not on the 

presidents) you can turn the card over and read the reverse. 
Two names are mentioned, one of which is not pictured. 
The other is Lieutenant Lowell Smith. Surely, you can now 
identify which of the six airmen is 'Smitty.' After all, the face 
of the man who was Flight Commander throughout most 
of the saga is past forgetting if Arthur Brisbane was correct. 

I have looked at this picture off and on and from time to 
time and wondered who these gentlemen really were. I have 
an unprovable theory which at least makes me feel less ig- 
norant, whether true or not. The theory is that the writer 
of the Keystone blurb on the viewcard did not know who 
was who in the picture either. He or she may not even have 
known the names of the other five. That is why i t  was so 
neatly glossed over. Could Brisbane have been so poor a 
prophet? Finally I decided to make a minor effort to answer 
the questions raised by the viewcard. No big deal, I would 
settle for putting names on each of the six pilots in the pic- 
ture. However, my first efforts turned up more information 
on the adventure than on the argonauts. But modern 
sources were also very sketchy on the odyssey itself and less 
than satisfying. The only really adequate source, I even- 
tually discovered, was the original account of this 
remarkable voyage written by Lowell Thomas, who had 
succeeded in having himself designated the Official Flight 



Keystone #26301. "The Boston-One of the Great Naval Planes 
in Pioneer 'Round the World Flightl-Seattle, Wash." Upon arrival 
at Seattle, the Douglas World Cruisers were rigged with pontoons. 
Keystone's writevs sometimes had problems with basicfacts. They 
were ARMY planes, not Navy. And while the plane on the left 
could be the Boston, the one shown in profile is the Chicago (in- 
dicated by the "2"at the rear of the fuselage). Gordon D. Hoffman 
Collection. 

Keystone #26300. "The Chicago-one of 'Round the World 
Planes' Being Tuned Up for 'Hop Off'  from Seattle, Washington." 
Pilot Lowell Smith fusses with the tuning of the 450 hp 12 cylinder 
Liberty engine. To his left is Sergeant Arthur Turner, later scmt- 
ched from the flight for medical reasons. Gordon D. Hoffman 
Collection. 

Historian. After I finally found a copy of his The  First 
World Flight (1925 Houghton Mifflin) my efforts became 
much more productive. I also spent more time reading 1924 
issues of the New York Times on microfilm than my 
eyestrained vision appreciated. But it was worthwhile, even 
though I was often sidetracked by the Leopold-Loeb murder 
trial, Coolidge's nomination, and the doings of the Prince 
of Wales, among other featured items. . .not to mention the 
entrancing portraits in the Sunday Rotogravure, several 
strange murders, and some juicy society scandals. There 
was no longer any question as to who the airmen were in 
the Keystone viewcard. The question now became how we 
could have forgotten them so easily. 

'Past forgetting' indeed! It should have been but it wasn't. 
I would surmise that relatively few of the people living to- 



day ever heard of the World Flight and that very few could 
name any of the principals. This epic journey was truly 
memorable. Time and time again it called for heroic 
behavior from the determined voyagers. I would encourage 
anyone who owns a copy of the stereo view to not treat it 
lightly but to put it in a position of honor in his or her col- 
lection. Had the Mercury astronauts been selected in 1923 
rather than in 1959 these men would very likely have been 
in the group picture. They were among the best available 
in the United States Army Air Service and all were ex- 
perienced cross-country and endurance pilots. They were 
chosen from the recommendations of commanding officers 
of all the United States aviation centers. Three pilots and 
two alternates were selected in addition to a flight com- 
mander. Lieutenants Lowell Smith, Erik Nelson, and Leigh 

Keystone #26302. "Round the World Airplane New Orleans- 
One o f  Quartet of Naval Planes Ready to Circle the Globe, Seat- 
tle, Wash." The balding head of "Flying Viking" Erik H. Nelson 
is apparent as he paces on a pontoon of the New Orleans, waiting 
out last minute delays prior to takeoff from Seattle on April 6 ,  
1924. Gordon D. Hoffman Collection. 

Keystone #26299. "Major Martins Flaghip Seattle Ready to Start 
World Girdling Flight of 25,000 miles, Seattle, Washington." A 
person on the fuselage, probably mechanic Sgt. H a n ~ e y ,  is bare- 
ly  visible doing last minute fussing. The Seattle's days as flagship 
wereshort, ending against a fog covered mountain in the Alaska 
wilderness. Author's Collection. 



Wade were the chosen pilots and the alternates were 
Lieutenants Leslie Arnold and LeClaire Schultze. This was 
a blue ribbon group. In 1921, Nelson, Wade, and Arnold 
were with General Billy Mitchell when, with several other 
pilots and five airplanes, they proved that aircraft alone 
could sink naval vessels of all classes. The end of an era 
came when Arnold and his colleagues dropped five two-ton 
blockbusters in the water alongside the heavily armored 
German battleship OSTERFRIESLAND and sent it to the 
bottom in twenty-seven minutes. 

Nelson was engineering officer and/or pilot on several 
celebrated flights of the endurance and cross-country varie- 
ty, including the New York-Nome-New York venture com- 
manded by St. Clair Streett (Lieutenant Streett was respon- 
sible for the planning and detail work for the World Flight 
and instrumental to its success). Lowell Smith had conceiv- 
ed and demonstrated a practical technique for refueling an 
airplane in flight. The officer of higher rank chosen to com- 
mand and pilot the Flagship was Major Frederick L. 
Martin. 

Late in 1923 an intensive training program for the pilots 
was initiated at Langley Field, Virginia. The prototype 
plane had been completed and flown to Langley for ex- 
haustive testing which resulted only in minor changes in 
fabrication of the World Cruisers under construction in 
California. Ten of the best mechanics had also been detailed 
to Langley Field to work with the first Douglas Cruiser. 

Each of the designated pilots was privileged to select a 
companion to serve as mechanic and relief pilot on the 
flight. By the end of the six weeks of special training they 
had made their choices. Major Martin chose Sergeant Alva 
Harvey; Lowell Smith wanted Technical Sergeant Arthur 
Turner; Inigh Wade opted for Staff Sergeant Henry Ogden; 

Keystone #26407. "Home Again-World Circling Plane. New 
Orleans, Bolling Field, Washington D.C." The World Flyers made 
aspecial stop here to be greeted b y  President Coolidge. They were 
three houvs behind schedule, and although Coolidge seldom went 
to greet anyone, he seemed to enjoy this occasion. Gordon D. Hoff- 
man collection. 

and Erik Nelson went for Jack Harding, with whom he had 
worked at Dayton, Ohio. By the end of February, 1924, all 
pilots and mechanics went to California where they could 
observe the completion of the World Cruisers at the Doug- 
las plant in Santa Monica and become as familiar as possi- 
ble with all the details of their construction. 

Before the start of the expedition it became apparent to 
Lowell Smith that Sergeant Turner was suffering from a 
lung condition that threatened to compromise his ability to 
undergo the rigors of so difficult a task. With great reluc- 
tance Turner was scratched from the flight. Smith decided u 

to act as his own mechanic and asked alternate pilot Les 
Arnold if he would agree to fly with him in the second seat. 
The surprised Arnold was more than willing, though dis- 
tressed that it was at the unfortunate Turner's exvense. 

As it turned out, either Smith was looking ahead or was 
just plain lucky. Lowell was destined to become Flight Com- 
mander, but he was known to be a man of few words and 
to have a dislike for public speaking. Arnold was as elo- 
quent in speaking as he was skilled in flying aircraft. As the 
need arose Les Arnold became the group spokesman and 
resident diplomat in dealing with public officials around 
the world. 

The stage was set and the players had been selected. But 
success depended on an outstanding performance. The 
trials that lay ahead were severe, both physically and men- 
tally. Based on results and putting it into contemporary 
terms, they had the right stuff. 

The Race Around The World 
By 1920 aviators in many countries had been dreaming 

of flying around the world. The quest was soon underway, 
but the earliest attempts came to a bad end. After that, 
preparations became more and more elaborate and it was 
apparent that someone was going to reap the honors. 
Whether man, machine, or man and machine had to com- 
plete the circumnavigation was never really clear. Time was 
apparently not a factor but presumably one had to continue 



making progress. When the United States chose to get 
involved at least five countries were well along in what was 
developing into an interesting chase. It was General Billy 
Mitchell who won out in insisting that Washington should 
back the venture. This was no small commitment as a 
worldwide support system had to be established if there 
were to be any real hope of success. 

Donald Douglas was contracted to design and build the 
four World Cruisers. He also was building his reputation. 
Shop was set up in a former movie studio in Santa Monica, 
California. Engineering Officer Lieutenant Erik Nelson, the 
"Flying Viking," supervised the construction for the Army 
Air Service. Nelson's practical experience and Douglas's 
theoretical knowledge blended well in the end. It wasn't all 
roses as they had their disagreements, but it worked. The 
machines were driven by 450 horsepower, 12-cylinder 
Liberty engines. They had interchangeable landing gear so 
they could be rigged for either pontoons or wheels. The 
sturdy biplanes carried two pilots, each in open cockpits. 
The airplanes were christened the "Seattle," the "Chicago," 
the "Boston," and the "New Orleans." Water from each 
namesake's city was used in the christening ceremonies. 

Flagship Seattle Lost 
On April 6,1924, the squadron left Seattle, Washington, 

and began its flight into aviation history, traveling west 
around the world. The flagship was the "Seattle" piloted by 
40-year-old Major Frederick L. Martin, head of the U.S. 
Army Signal Corps Aerial Technical School. In the second 
seat was Sergeant Alva Harvey, an experienced flying me- 
chanic. The "Seattle" was plagued with bad fortune from 
the start, and its journey ended in a fog-shrouded crash 
in Alaska. The airmen were not seriously injured, but 
their ten-day walk out of the frozen wilderness is a story 
in itself. 

Sergeant Harvey went on to a long military career and 
was a general officer during World War 11. Neither of these 
men is included in the group of six shown on card #1 of the 

Keystone Tour of the World sets. The remaining men sur- 
vived their open cockpit flights through some of the worst 
weather that part of Alaska had seen in a decade. The 
"Chicago" was designated the new flagship, and the expedi- 
tion was ordered on to Japan without knowing the fate of 
their companions. 

Several weeks later after Major Martin reached a settle- 
ment and was taken back to Washington, he was offered a 
new plane and the chance to catch up with the others; but, 
after due consideration, he declined, leaving himself and 
Sergeant Harvey to follow the rest of the flight in the news- 
papers. Frederick L. Martin, popular and highly regarded, 
had a distinguished military career. . .but for two great op- 
portunities which ended in disaster. One was the world 
flight. The other occurred on December 7,1941, when Ma- 
jor General Martin was in charge of the Hawaiian Air Force 
Command at Hickam Field, which was virtually destroyed 
by the Japanese during the Pearl Harbor attack. Whether 
deserved or not, he was one of three to bear the brunt of the 
blame. These two disappointments were the curse of his 
military tour of duty, which began in 1908 in the Coast Ar- 
tillery. He was the first person ever to receive the Distin- 
guished Service Cross in peacetime. He died in 1954 at the 
age of 71. 

The Airmen 
Lieutenant Lowell Smith, Flight Commander and first 

pilot of the "Chicago," was a 32-year-old Californian. He 
appears standing in the middle of the second row in the 
Keystone viewcard. This direct descendant of Daniel Boone 
had been a soldier of fortune, of sorts. As a civilian, he had 

Keystone #26408. "Magellans of the Air-Six American Aviators 
W h o  First Circled Earth by  Airplanes, Welcomed Upon Return 
Home." The World Flyers: Standing (left to right) Lt. Erik Nelson, 
Lt. Lowell Smith, Lt. Leigh Wade. Kneeling (left to right) Lt. John 
Harding, Lt. Henry Ogden, Lt. Leslie Arnold. Authors Collection. 



Keystone #P26409. "The Chicago-Lt. Smiths Around the World 
Plane' Back at Bolling Field, Washington, D.C." The Chicago at 
Washington, D.C. on September8, 1924 before continuing on to 
Seattle. It was "back"on1y in thesenseof reaching the USA again. 
Gordon D. Hoffman Collection. 

flown in Mexico under the hire of Pancho Villa, whom he 
admired. He held the Distinguished Service Medal from 
World War I and the Mackay Medal as the outstanding 

Props still turning, the Boston 11, New Orleans, and Chicago (left 
to right) have returned to Seattle where it all began. Keystone did 
make mounting errors on occasion, and this view may actually 
be #26752. The caption on this mount (#17397) reads, "Los 
Angeles, The Great Airship Made by Germany for the United 
States." Gordon D. Hoffman Collection. 

military flyer in 1919. Rising from private to captain dur- 
ing the war, he became a 1st lieutenant in the regular army 
in the early 1920's. In 1923 he conceived a procedure for 
refueling airplanes in flight. Although there was much 
doubt expressed, permission to test the procedure was ob- 
tained. He and Lt. John Paul Richter made the attempt in 
a De Haviland. O n  the first try Richter bumped the valve 
and got a gasoline shower, none of which got to the hot 
engine. Then for thirty-seven sleepless hours they kept the 
plane aloft with sixteen successful transfers of fuel and sup- 
plies from the other aircraft. For this Lowell Smith was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. He held sixteen 
records for distance, speed, and endurance. He has been 
characterized as a man of few words. 

Kneeling on the right in Keystone viewcard #26408 is 



seen the second man in the "Chicago," 31-year-old 2nd 
Lieutenant Leslie Arnold. As mentioned earlier he was ac- 
tually selected as one of two alternate pilots and trained as 
such. When Smith's chosen mechanic, Sgt. Turner, fell ill, 
Lowell asked a more than willing Arnold to take his place. 
In younger days Les Arnold had sold pianos to farmers' 
wives and even toured as an actor in summer stock in New 
England. During World War I, like the other World Flight 
pilots, he arrived in Europe too late to be involved in com- 
bat. Post-war duties such as ferrying did allow new pilots 
like himself to gain experience with a wide range of ma- 
chines, but the war was over and it was time to go back. 
Peacetime duty in the states often involved exhibition fly- 
ing promoting public relations for the Air Service. Les Ar- 
nold did his share of that, including one incident which he 
never quite lived down. In a take-off accident he was em- 
barrassed but unhurt when he crashed into a chicken coop 
when his engine stalled. His luck, if that is what it was, was 
better when the big challenges came. First with Billy Mit- 
chell's ship sinking demonstrations and later, on the World 
Flight, he more than proved himself. He had a lot of con- 
fidence. When asked what he thought the chances of suc- 
cess were for the World Flight, he said it would be fifty-fifty. 
Because there were four planes, that meant two could make 
i t .  . .he and Smitty, of course, and it was a toss up on 
which of the other three. As it turned out he was essentially 
correct. 

Standing on the left in the Keystone viewcard we see 
Lieutenant Erik H. Nelson, pilot of the "New Orleans" and 
the designated Flight Engineer. At 36 years he was the eldest 
of the six flyers in the group. Swedish born, he was the only 
naturalized citizen on the expedition and in earlier en- 
durance flights had been dubbed "The Flying Viking." His 
only other 'only'on the flight had to do  with male pattern 
baldness, a subject we will pass over. Because he had been 
heavily involved in the creation of the aircraft and had been 
on his share of glamor flights, notification of his selection 
for the World Flight came as a surprise to him. The Air Ser- 

vice, wealthy in 'hot' pilots, had been inclined to spread the 
goodies around. 

Erik Nelson left Stockholm at age 16 on a German vessel 
to see the world; and he did just that for five years, travel- 
ing everywhere. He had a wide variety of experiences be- 
fore joining the Army Air Service and had become an 
American citizen in 1914. He earned his pilot wings and a 
2nd lieutenancy after enlisting in the Army Aviation Sec- 
tion during the war. His reputation was built on long dis- 
tance and endurance flying which he had helped pioneer, 
sometimes as pilot, sometimes as engineer. The most am- 
bitious had been the round-trip flight between New York 
and Nome, Alaska, on which he had flown as Flight Engi- 
neer with premier pilot Lt. St. Clair Streett. It was said of 
him that he was a man who dreamed dreams that came 
true. He had been one of the first to advocate a world flight 
by Americans. 

Kneeling in front of Nelson on the left is the man who 
flew in the second seat of the "New Orleans." John "Smil- 
ing Jack" Harding of Nashville, Tennessee, was Nelson's 
choice as his mechanic. Harding was a veteran of the Air 
Service, a reserve officer, and a civilian with the Air Ser- 
vice in Dayton, Ohio, where Lt. Nelson had worked with 
him and been impressed with his abilities. Prior to the 
world flight Harding had chalked up 500 hours in the air 
as a mechanic. He had accompanied Colonel R. H. Hartz 
and pilot Lt. Tiny Harmon in the so-called "round the rim" 
flight circumnavigating the borders of the United States. 
Jack Harding was considered especially good at diagnos- 
ing and curing ailments in airplane engines. 

Standing on the right is seen the pilot of the "Boston," 
Lieutenant Leigh Wade. He was one of the top test pilots at 
McCook Field, Dayton. At one point he set an altitude 

Keystone #26753. "Planes at Sand Point, Seattle, Was/l."Froitl left 
to right are the N e w  Orleans (#4), the  Boston 11 (#3), and the 
Chicago (#2). O n l y  the Chicago and the  N e w  Orleans completed 
the entire trip. Gordon D. Hof fman Collection. 
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