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Mylar'RJ Sleeves offer your stereo views complete 
archival protection from further deterioration, finger- 
prints and handling abuse. Crystal clear, acid-free 
Mylar is the archival storage material recommended 
by librarians and archivists everywhere. Stereo 
views can be viewed without removal from sleeves 
and frosted tab is ideal for identification and filing 
purposes. In addition, you can add publication 
stereo views to your collection by inserting them 
with backing cards into Mylar sleeves. 
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I (I l l tno~s resldenfsadd 6 .  Sales Tax1 Plus $1 .50 Handllng Charge 
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on the publishing year of Stereo World, 
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Jan.lFeb. issue of the next year. All new 
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A TIME FOR RENEWAL 
Another new year is upon us, bringing all those new 

challenges, new hopes, new horizons, and old cliches 
gushing forth from writers of editorials and speeches. If 
you've perhaps had some problems getting into the spirit 
and renewing your outlook, your energy, your library 
card, your faith in humanity, or your sex life -cheer up! 
You can at least renew your NSA membership and look 
forward to another year's worth of stereo history, current 
information, sources, and bargains in Stereo World. 

All you have to do is dig out that renewal form you got 
in the mail, read through the fine print, and drop it in the 
mail with a check. If the dues increase to $16.00 ($21.00 
first-class mail) seems like we're trying to beat inflation by 
joining it, it's only because we've been stubbornly ignor- 
ing that factor for some time now. Of course it certainly 
hasn't been ignoring the NSA or Stereo World! Several 
members have been suggesting a dues increase for the past 
couple of years, and it finally became a matter of accep- 
ting that advice or reducing the quality and size of our 
publication. 

The new basic rate is less than the price of many of the 
single stereo views advertised in Stereo World and 
elsewhere. It easily beats the price of dinner for two and a 
movie - and it lasts a year instead of a few hours! 

I.S.U. NEWS 
The NSA is a member-organization of the INTERNA- 

TIONAL STEREOSCOPIC UNION. Since 1976, the 
ISU has provided a means of communication, education 
and organization between individuals and groups in- 
terested in any and all aspects of stereo from all over the 
planet. Selected news and features from the ISU 
magazine, Stereoscopy will appear on a more regular 
basis in order to keep NSA members in touch with the in- 
ternational aspects of stereo - which are many and 
varied. 

It's a sad irony that this issue's contribution to that ef- 
fort is the announcement of the death in October of Don 
Jeater, the founding editor of Stereoscopy. I wish I'd been 
able to meet him, but thanks to the ISU, I was able to ex- 

change several delightful letters with him. It was a bit like 
having a very knowledgeable "stereo pen pal" in 
England. 

We shared an interest in astronomy, along with stereo 
and in one letter I 5ent him a view I had made of a group 
watching a solar eclipse. When I opened the next issue of 
Stereoscopy, there it was, complete with a caption compil- 
ed from the information in my letter; one of the few stereo 
photos ever printed in Stereoscopy. 

Contact Paul Wing for ISU membership information in 
the U.S. 

A FEW WAYS 
YOU CAN HELP 

The dues just cover Stereo World publication and mail- 
ing costs and NSA office expenses. Projects like regional 
activities, the Holmes Library, and expanded publications 
and services need additional tax-deductible contributions. 
All donors will be listed in Stereo World and will receive 
certificates acknowledging their gifts. 

Perhaps on the theory that labeling it makes it real, four 
handy categories of contributors have been established: 
$10.00 - Friend of NSA 
$30.00 - Keystone Member 
$60.00 - Sun-Sculptor 
$100.00 - World of Stereo Benefactor 
At least the middle two have neat sounding names - a 
few "Sun Sculptors" would certainly help! 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
d 

HISTORY 
Even many of those local historical societies and 

museums that never received public funding will eventual- 
ly feel the effects of growing government cut-backs when 
private donations become spread more thinly between 
growing numbers of needy groups and institutions. City 
and county museums will get less and less notice from 
local planners trying to maintain basic community ser- 
vices with fewer and fewer federal dollars. Museums and 
libraries in this kind of fix can't afford subscriptions and 
would probably welcome any kind of help NSA members 
can give. The gift of a Stereo World subscription or other 
NSA publication would be an ideal way to help out and 
spread awareness of the NSA at the same time. 

Many historical societies will be depending even more 
than before on volunteer help and there too, is a way to 
help out and personally publicize the NSA at the same 
time. You might even recruit some new members! 

-John Dennis 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS FEB. 1st. (ADS, 
FEB. 10 th) 



Comment 
INFINITE SPACE 

Regarding Norman Patterson's ar- 
ticle from the Society Notebook and 
Jack Gardner's letter (Vol. 8 #4): The 
left and right halves of a normal view 
are, of course, physically separated 
by their 3" widths, but 2 points at in- 
finity in the image will be separated 
by as much as 3-3/8". Because the 
double 3 " format is traditionally fix- 
ed, close up views are accomodated 
by letting the infinity spacing float 
outwards until the separation of the 
close up subject matter exceeds 3" 
and places the image behind the 
"window". My measurements in- 
dicate that a normal Keystone/U.U. 
view has an infinity spacing of 
3-1 /8 ", although some scenics will br- 
ing that into the 3" window/format 
spacing (i.e., the "window" appears 
at infinity). Old scopes that I've 
checked have lenses that are spaced 
from 3-3/8 " to 3-5/8 " on their optical 
centers, thus allowing no wider than 
parallel eye vision for the widest spac- 
ing of "homologous" points in a 
stereo view. It seems that as long as 
the optical spacing exceeds the view's 
infinity spacing, it matters little how 
much disparity there is. 

The easiest way to check a scope 
for this is to measure the distance bet- 
ween the focused images of a distant 
light on the back of a view card. 

May I suggest that NSA set forth 
some specifications as to what con- 
stitutes standard view card format? 
This would be useful for those of us 
engaged in new production and 
reproductions, especially for publica- 
tion. 

Perhaps Keystone/Mast can sug- 
gest some stereoscope standards for 
NSA to kick around. Besides the 
3-3/8" to 3 1/2 " optical spacing, there 
should be a minimum on the spacing 
of the outside limits of the lens aper- 
ture. My 69mm separated eyes need 
3-3/8" of side-to-side room to com- 
fortably view stereo pairs. I own a 
K/M model 3 100 scope and found its 
3-1/8" limits much too narrow. 
Perhaps this otherwise excellent in- 
strument was originally designed for 
kids with smaller heads and closer 
eyes. 

Craig F. Daniels 
Red Wing, MN 

All the old stereoscopes that I've 
checked had lenses so loose in their 
mounts that I didn't know where to 
start measuring! Some basic 'stan- 
dards" for view mounting can be 
found in STEREO WORLD Vol. 6 

# I  page 26. Reprints of other 
materials covering the subject will 
soon be available f rom the 
Stereoscopic Society. 

-Ed. 

BRUTAL 3-D 
I'd like to slip in a comment on the 

latest attempt at 3-D movies. I went 
to see "Comin At Ya" and it was at 
odds with the usual flamboyant ads. 
The brutality was overdone and the 
acting was under par. I will admit 
that when the first spear was thrown 
unexpectedly, I was unprepared and I 
flinched. That was the only time 
however. The poor fit of the spec- 
tacles did not help the viewing any. 

Freeman F. Hepburn 
Malden, MA 

WHERE THERE'S A WILL... 
I would like to make one sugges- 

tion to readers of Stereo World who 
have significant collections of views, 
both antique and contemporary. 
That is to specify in your will that the 
collection be donated to the Holmes 
Library upon your demise. After all, 
we can't take our collections with us, 
and leaving our stereoviews to an 
uncertain fate after we're gone would 
be, in my opinion, downright ir- 
responsible. 

Steve Tallow 
Syracuse, NY 

VIVA VECTOGRAPHS! 
I read with much interest John 

Dennis' article on the Polaroid Vec- 
tograph. I have long been fascinated 
with the potential of the format and 
was lucky enough to hear Vivian 
Walworth's lecture/demonstration at 
the Museum of Holography a couple 
of summers ago. 

She brought with her a number of 
classic and contemporary Vec- 
tographs in both black and white and 
color. The color Vectographs were 
stunning, though Ms. Walworth says 
that only a couple of people in the 
U.S. still create images in the complex 
process (it takes six dye matrices to 
make a color Vectograph!). 

As far as Vectograph movies go, 
the process seems dead. A few years 
ago I saw a bit of color Vectograph 
movie footage that was owned by a 
private collector. It was unbelievably 
thrilling to unspool movie film while 
wearing Polaroid glasses and see each 
frame in color and 3-D! The process 
depends, however, on the availability 
of the old Technicolor imbibition 
process and its equipment.. .such 
equipment exists only in communist 
China today. Ms. Walworth did hint 
that there was still hope for the pro- 
cess. Now that so many old films are 
being reprocessed into the single strip 
format (House of Wax, Dial M, 
Charge at Feather River and pro- 
bably Hondo) I wonder if anyone will 
bother with Vectograph movie 
film .... 

David A. Hutchinson, 
Science Editor, Starlog 

Magazine 
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1901- Navy ,,, 
When an assassin's bullet elevated 

Theodore Roosevelt to the Presiden- 

by Richard C. Ryder cy in the late summer of 1901, he in- 
herited a navy that was in the midst of 
a vigorous and unprecedented growth 
brought on by the Spanish-American 
War. During the seven and a half 
years that Roosevelt was to occupy 
the White House, the pace of this 
growth would quicken perceptibly. 

Never before had a Chief Ex- 
ecutive entered office so well versed 
in naval matters. As early as 1881, 

"Cruiser NEW YORK and the Fleet at Anchor o f f  Tompkinsville, New York Bay. " when he was just One year Out Har- 
No 7404 by H. C. White. When Theodore Roosevelt took office, most o f  the ships in vard, Roosevelt had authored a 
the Navy were veterans o f  the Spanish-American War; when he left the Presidency, scholarly work on The Naval War of 
the United States owned a fleet worthy o f  a great power. 1812, still considered one of the best 



books ever written on the susject. An 
early backer of the seapower theories 
of Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan, 
Roosevelt joined in agitating for in- 
creased naval expenditures. 

Roosevelt assumed a more direct 
role in naval affairs with his appoint- 
ment as Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy by President McKinley in 1897. 
As such, he gained a n  intimate 
knowledge of the internal workings 
of the Navy Department. He  was in- 
strumental in securing command of 
the Asiatic Squadron for Com- 
modore George Dewey over another 
candidate of greater seniority but 
who Roosevelt felt lacked sufficiently 
aggressive tendencies. 

Early in 1898, at  the height of the 
war crisis with Spain, Navy Secretary 
John D. Long decided to take a well- 
deserved weekend rest, leaving the of- 
fice for one day in the hands of his 
energetic subordinate. Not one to  
pass u p  such a n  oppor tuni ty ,  
Roosevelt sent off a volley of orders 
to various commands. Although his 
war instructions to Dewey a t  this time 
have received the most attention, 
some of his actions were less 
beneficial, creating a logistical snarl 
that required considerable unravel- 
ing. But before he resigned that 

ed his departure with curiously mixed 
emotions. 

Upon succeeding the assassinated 
McKinley in the White House three 
years later, Roosevelt determined to  
expand upon the large naval ship- 
building program of his predecessor. 
Perhaps it was symbolic that the bat- 
tleship Illinois was commissioned on 
Roosevelt's second full day in office, 
the first of seventeen such vessels to  
enter service during his administra- 
tion. There were only eight bat- 
tleships in the fleet a t  the time of his 
accession (not counting the antique 
Texas); when he left office, the 
number had grown to  twenty-five, 
with another six building. The first 
modern all big-gun battleships were a 
product of his programs and in fact 
preceded the revolutionary British 
Dreadnought in design if not in com- 
pletion date. 

Roosevelt was a strong advocate of 
technological innovation, encourag- 
ing the development of both the sub- 
marine a n d  the  airplane,  a n d  
characteristically insisting on  ex- 
periencing both firsthand. As early as 
March of 1898, the then Assistant 
Secretary had watched the abortive 
aviation experiments of Professor 

S a m u e l  P .  L a n g l e y  a n d  e n -  
thusiastically commended them to 
Navy Secretary Long: "It seems to 
me worthwhile for this Government 
to  try whether it will not work on a 
large enough scale to  be of use in the 
event of war." Thus, a full five years 
before the Wright Brothers brought 
the idea of powered flight to  fruition, 
Roosevelt was the first government 
official to recognize the military pro- 
mise of air power. He  had also 
pressed Long to  purchase a sub- 
marine designed by inventor John P.  
Holland. Years later, it was during 
Roosevelt's inspection of the fleet a t  
Oyster Bay, Long Island, in August 
of 1906 that he boarded Holland's 
Plunger for a descent into the depths 
of Long Island Sound. By the time he 
left office, the Navy owned a n  even 
dozen of the undersea craft. 

The President was determined t o  
see that the Navy obtained generous 
funding from Congress and naval ap- 
propriat ions jumped f rom $83 
million in 1901 to $140 million in 
1909. During these years, Roosevelt 
spent over $950 million on  the fleet, 
more than half again the total 
amount spent on  the "New Navy" 
from its inception in 1883 through the 

spring to join the army in Cuba, "Our staunch battleship ALABAMA with her indomitable jack-tars - Naval 
Roosevelt had gone far toward shak- parade off Long Island." by Underwood & Underwood. Sistership ILLINOIS was 
ing the Department Out its commissioned just two days after Roosevelt became President. Along with 
peacetime lethargy. Both the easy- WISCONSIN, these were the only American battleships with side-by-side funnels. 
going Long and the overworked The "staunch" ALABAMA was so unsound she had to be dropped from the world 
departmental staff must have watch- cruise in San Francisco. 



turn of the century and including the 
wartime expenditures. 

But Roosevelt's involvement with 
the Navy did not end with ship con- 
struction and appropriations. His 
steadfast determination to secure the 
completion of the Panama Canal was 
designed primarily to ensure rapid 
naval communication between the 
east and west coasts, a goal that had 
been dramatized by the battleship 
Oregon's epic race around Cape 
Horn during the Spanish-American 
War. If Roosevelt's methods in ac- 
quiring the canal were a bit 

underhanded, (and they admittedly 
were that), there was a certain 
ruthless practicality as well. As T.R. 
himself noted, "I took the Canal 
Zone, and let Congress debate, and 
while the debate goes on the canal 
does also." In 1906 Roosevelt com- 
mandeered the battleship Louisiana 
and steamed down to Panama to per- 
sonally check on the canal's progress, 
the first time an American President 
had ever left the country while in of- 
fice. 

Roosevelt backed the gunnery 
reforms of Admiral Sims and en- 

"The Launching o f  the U.S. Cruiser 
PENNSYLVANIA, August 25, 1903, 
Philadelphia. " No 5050 by Universal 
Photo Art Co. (C. H. Graves). One often 
new armored cruisers to join the fleet 
between 190 1 and 1909. Launchings 
were popular events, widely covered in 
stereo. 

"A thing o f  Grace and Beauty - The 
Cruiser PENNSYLVANIA, Great Naval 
Review, Oyster Bay, N.Y., Sept. 4,  
1906. " No 14 128 by Keystone View 
Company. Three years later, the same 
ship, along with 44 others, awaits the 
President's inspection. 
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The light scouting cruiser SALEM, 
launched in 1907, stereographed in dry 
dock in the Charlestown Mass. Nauy 
Yard by an unidentified amateur. Light 
cruisers were the eyes o f  the fleet. 

couraged regular practice to improve 
upon the poor performance demon- 
strated during the Spanish-American 
War. He also instituted annual fleet 
maneuvers. As Roosevelt told his 
critics: "A battleship worn out in 
long training of officers and men is 
well paid for by the results." Under 
Sims' inspired guidance, hits obtain- 

ed in target practice rose dramatical- 
ly, from approximately 10% in 1901 
to 90% in 1909, while the rate of fire 
showed a similar spectacular in- 
crease. The President also attempted 
to reform the antiquated structure of 
the Navy Department, but in this he 
was largely thwarted. 

As in any period of rapid tech- 
nological change, progress was not 
without its price. As the Navy 
developed new and untried weapons 
and propulsion systems, accidents 
were bound to occur. Turret guns 
were not properly isolated from the 

ammunition handling rooms at first 
and powder flashbacks caused a 
number of fatal turret explosions, 
such as that which occurred on the 
Missouri in 1904. High pressure 
steam engineering had its own 
hazards. The gunboat Bennington 
fell victim to a boiler explosion in Ju- 
ly of 1905, sinking at the dockside in 
San Diego and scalding to death more 

"Torpedo boat destroyer, DECA TUR 
- U.S. Nauy. "No 7636 by  H.  C. White. 
Chester Nimitz'first - and nearly his last 

command. 



"The Submar ine  PLUNGER 
maneuvering, during inspection by 
President Roosevelt, Oyster Bay." No. 
775 7 by Underwood & Underwood. As 
early as 1898, Roosevelt had displayed 
a keen interest in the efforts of sub- 
marine inventor John P. Holland. 

than sixty of her crew. Time and ex- 
perience alone could supply the 
answers needed to overcome these 
problems. 

Most Americans were familiar with 
T.R. 's  much-quoted proverb,  
"Speak softly and carry a big stick." 

As often as not during the Roosevelt port one (as the Nashville did in 
administration, the "big *stick9' in Panama in 1903) or just to meddle in 
question was the fleet, whether it was a European squabble over Morocco. 
being employed actively or just being Roosevelt's foreign policy was at 
waved about in a sufficiently convin- least flamboyant, although other 
cing manner. These were the years of countries might have preferred to 
"gunboat diplomacy" and the describe it in less polite terms. 
Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe 
Doctrine said in effect that nobody 
had better interfere in Latin America ..he and sec4 Bonaparte 

except the U.S., a subtle distinction America's pride - The fleet at 
not fully appreciated south of the Ouster Bau. " No 7448 b" H. C. White. 
border. Again and again American  he migraion of the fleet & Long Island 
warships popped up in trouble spots, Sound became something of an annual 
whether to quell a rebellion or sup- ritual in the Roosevelt administration. 



From Europe the President sought 
and gained a grudging respect for an 
American Navy that was becoming 
both more powerful and more pro- 
fessional. Every year the European 
powers displayed the latest additions 
to their naval armament in a series of 
immensely popular fleet reviews. 
Roosevelt had contrived America's 
entry into these glittering battleship 
pageants and he had staged one of the 
finest at the Jamestown Exhibition 
held in the spring of 1907. That fall he 
planned to surpass the Europeans 
with the ultimate naval review, a dar- 
ing and unprecedented world cruise 
by the entire Battle Fleet. 

Escorted by the Presidential yacht, 
the procession of sixteen gilt- 
ornamented white and buff bat- 
tleships stood out to sea from Hamp- 
ton Roads on the Virginia coast on 
December 16, 1907. The fleet looped 
down around South America to 
California, then across the Pacific to 
Australia and the Orient, and finally 
through the Suez Canal and Mediter- 
ranean, arriving back at Hampton 
Roads in the waning days of 
Roosevelt's Presidency, on February 
22, 1909. The cruise had officially 
been billed as a training mission; if so 
it was a strange one, with a succession 
of international banquets and full- 
dress balls on foredecks lit by paper 
lanterns. Although the trip had been 
designed primarily t o  increase 
America's prestige abroad, it had a 

greater impact in generating support almost as if, as humorist Richard Ar- 
for the Navy within the United mour wryly observed, he had been 
States. given the award as a consolation prize 

If the cruise of the "Great White for not starting a war. Nevertheless 
Fleet" can lay claim to being the most much ill-feeling remained and fear of 
colorful event of Roosevelt's colorful Japanese ambitions in the Pacific was 
Presidency, it followed by three years a great stimulus for the expansion of 
a naval event of far more serious im- Roosevelt's Navy. 
port, and one that concerned the Although the most commonly en- 
President deeply. Western powers countered warship stereographs are 
had viewed with amazement the those of the Spanish-American War, 
almost magical growth of the naval views dating from Theodore 
Japanese Empire since it had emerged Roosevelt's Presidency are almost as 
from centuries of self-imposed isola- 
tion in the middle of the Nineteenth 
century. Amazement turned to alarm 
when Japan crushed Russia's armies 
and fleets in the Far East in 
1904-1905. To make matters worse, 
the Russo-Japanese War was largely 
a naval conflict and Togo's victories 

plentiful and in many respects are 
more interesting. The ships of T.R.'s 
Navy appear in stereographs in great 
variety, from the most majestic bat- 
tleship to the humblest yard craft. 
The most complete coverage was of 
course accorded to the battleships, 
but armored, protected, and scout 

at Port ArthurandTsushima had c ru isers ,  t o r p e d o  boa ts  and  
been devastating in their totality. destroyers, gunboats and submarines 

Forced to accept Roosevelt's all were represented. One of the most 
mediation, the Japanese were incens- interesting views of these lesser war- 
ed to find themselves stripped of ships is a fairly common one of the 
much of the fruits of their victory in torpedo boat destroyer Decatur, 
the Treaty of Portsmouth. Ironically, taken by H.C. White in 1903, five 
Roosevelt's peacemaking efforts years before she was run aground in 
brought him the Nobel Peace Prize, a the Philippines by her young com- 
singular honor for the man who was mander. Although the ship was not 
probably the most belligerent Presi- damaged, the young ensign was 
dent in American history. It was court-martialled and found guilty of 

"The great American Armada o f  Battleships, Jamestown Naval Review. " No. 
18019 by H.C. White. Americanizing a European custom, Roosevelt staged a 
magnificent international assembly o f  warships at the Jamestown Festival in 1907. 
Aside from the naval review, the Exposition was less than successful. 



"The U.S. Battleship MINNESOTA, Hampton Roads, Jamestown Exposition. No. 
1 71 68 by B. W. Kilburn. A classic example of faulty indentification, the conspicuous 
two-story turret is characteristic of the VIRGINIA class battleships and missing from 
MINNESOTA. Such errors were probably unintentional in most cases. 

wood, American Photo Company, 
Kilburn, Keystone, and others. The 
most extensive and probably the best 
series was that issued by H.C. White 
with negative numbers in the 7400's. 
The series appears to have been add- 
ed to as time went on, the copyright 
dates running from 1901 to 1908. It 
includes a fine group of views taken 
on board the cruiser Brooklyn show- 
ing considerable detail, as well as 

"neglect of duty." Fortunately for only later would achieve its page in 
both the officer and the Navy, he was history. 
let off with just a reprimand. The Many companies published views 
young man's name was Chester A. of the fleet during this period, in- 
Nimitz and nearly four decades later cluding Griffith, Universal Photo Art 
he would return to the Philippines as Co. (Graves), E.W. Kelley, Under- 
head of the largest armada in history. 
Of the and CONNECTICUTclass battleship stereographed in the Charlestown Navy Yard by 
boats in the world (about 200 at the the same unknown photographer who took View #5. MINNESOTA'S true ap- 
time), it is odd that White should pearance without the high double turret. The six CONNECTICUTand five VIRGINIA 
choose to photograph the one that class ships were the backbone of Roosevelt's Navy. 



views of the fleet on Caribbean 
maneuvers in 1902. 

Individual units of the fleet were 
stereographed on various occasions, 
from launchings to minor celebra- 
tions (such as Keystone's view of the 
cruiser Charleston at the Portland 
Oregon Rose Festival in 1908) to 
when the fleet reported to Oyster Bay 
for what became almost an annual 
Presidential check-up. E.W. Kelley 
stereographed the 1903 gathering, 
while White, Keystone, and Under- 
wood all issued views taken at Oyster 

Bay in 1906, the latter including a "U.S. battleships (CONNECTICUTin 
dramatic shot of Roosevelt on board lead) steaming out to sea, Hampton 
Holland's Plunger for the first Roads, Va. " No 1005 1 by Underwood 
Presidential submarine ride. On this & On December 

1907, Theodore Roosevelt watched 
occasion White produced from (he deck of the Presidential yacht 
views of Roosevelt and Navy as the Great White Fleet began its 
Secretary Bonaparte inspecting the globe-circ/ing cruise. 
fleet. 

"Admiral and Officers Landing from the United States Fleet, Man-0'- War Steps, 
Sydney, Australia. " N o  15948E by Keystone View Company. In the background, 
three British cruisers whose crews were offered to help police Sydney during the 
visit, an offer fortunately declined. The left hand figure immediately below the open- 
ing in the building and above the banner is probably the Australian photographer, 
George Rose. 
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