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ROBERT G. DUNCAN 

P. 0. BOX 382 
HOLYOKE, MASS. 01040 (413) 527-6819 

Ad &: TERMS OF SALE: ten day return on a l l  items. Peyment with order, plus 50# for 
one view, 74q! for  2-3, $1 for  4-5, e tc .  Massachusetts residents must add sales tax. 

ANIWLS: Unusual f l a t  mount view of a hen and chicks outside coop. Excellent. $4 
2 -Blue Jay. Keystone #7821. Mint. $3 
3 -Chipmunk. Keystone #7831. Mint. $3.50 
4 BLACKS: Great closeup of nine Blacks posed in cotton f i e l d  with f u l l  baskets of cotton. 

O.P. Havens, cabinet size.  Savahnah,"rtb~~bout~Mint. $15 
5 -"US 'n our new pups. " Closeup of 4 cute boys. Keystone #9560, 1899. Mint. $5 
6 -'ve's done a l l  d i s  stmornin." Pose in cotton f ie ld .  Keystone #9506, 1899. N r  Mint $4 

CIVIL WAR: The following four views are a l l  from Alex Gardner's ser ies  and are in 
Excellent or bet ter  condition! Seldom seen so nice. 

7 -Ruins of Harper's Ferry Arsenal, October, 1862. #655. Small tobacco stain.  Fine 
a r t i s t i c  pose, 2 men in foreground. $29.50 - 8 -Burnside Bridge, Antietam. #601, neg. by Gardner. $25 

9 -Scene in woods on the r ight  of the Confederate l ine  (G-ettysburg). #240. Bodies 
in foreground. $35 

10 -View of breastworks on Round Top, Gettysburg. #255. $22.50 
The following four views are on Anthony War Views mounts. 

11 -A Dead Rebel Soldier, Fort Mahone, Petersburgh. #3179. About Excellent $29.50 
12 -View from Fort Sedgwick, Petersburgh. Shows seige forts .  Excellent. $19.50 
13 -Redoubt Zabriskie. View of for t .  #571. Excellent. $17.50 
14 -View of a Virginian Swamp, Appomattox River. #2600. Excellent. $12.50 

The following four views are on Taylor & Huntington and War Exhibition Co. mounts. 
15 -Where Sumner's Corps charged a t  Antietam. Bodies and gun carriage. About Exc. $25 
16 -Closeup of huge swivel-mounted Confederate cannon on the James River. #3346. VG $17.50 
17 -2 views of a pontoon bridge on the James River. #s2538 &2539. Both Excellent. $29.50 
18 -Fort Sumter a f t e r  the bombardment. VG $12.50 
19 DISASTERS: MOUNT PELEX ERUPTION, 1902: Along the boulevard, St. Pierre. U&U. Abt. Mint $44 
20 -SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE, 1906: General view from Ferry Tower. H.C . White #8701. 

About Mint. $7.50 
21 --Wreck of Emporium in ter ior ,  H.C. White #8705. Excellent. $6 
22 EXPOSITIONS: PARIS EXPOSITION, 1900: General view from Ei f fe l  Tower. W. Mint. $4 
23 MILITARY: SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, 1898: Physical D r i l l ,  Company F, 9th Regiment, 

Camp Chickamauga, G a .  Keystone #9234. Mint. $4.50 
24 --3rd I l l i n o i s  Volunteers, Newport News, Va. U&U. Mint. $4.50 
25 --160th Indiana Volunteers f i r i n g  by volley. U&U. About Mint. $4.50 
26 --Rough Riders f i l l i n g  cartridge belts.  W. About VG $4 
27 --16th Penna. Volunteers skirmishing. U&U. About Mint. $4.50 
28 -RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR, 1904: Drill ing the Imperial Body Guard, Tokyo. W, Mint. $4 
29 OCCUPATIONALS: Early gray mount H. Ropes Co. Penna. O i l  Region view of workers posed 

by shacks and derricks in  Wild Cat Hollow. Good, very scarce and desirable ser ies  $12 
30 -Fine view c.1870 or workers building an aqueduct. VG $9.50 
31 SPORTS: Maria Spel ter ini  crossing Niagara rapids on a high wire. C.  Bierstadt, 

the elabmate printed medallion reverse. Excellent. $19.50 
32 TRANSPOR!CATION: Close view of Steamer Glen Haven, c .1870. Excellent. $12.50 
33 -Great close view of Steamer Corinthian running St.  Lawrence rapids. J.G.  Parks. VG $25 
34 -Docked steamer Monohansett a t  Martha's Vineyard. Joseph Warren. Good. $7.50 
35 -SAILING SHIP: Defender, '95, racing. Alfred Campbell #271. Excelh t .  $9.50 
36 -View of a t r a in  crossing Kinzua Viaduct, Bradford, Pa. Keystone #334. A b t .  Exc. $4.50 



THIS %D wi l l  be appearing in 

Publicat ions throughout the country 
to promote the NwSmAw Auction 

CONSIGN NOW ! 
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS 
NATIONAL STEREOSCOPIC ASSOCIATION'S 

4th Annual Spotlight Auction 

of Fine Photographica 

August 16,1980 
in  the Recital hall at the 

Cultural Arts Center 

1001 Market Ave., N. 

Canton, Ohio 

in conjunction with 

PHOTO SHOW '80 

This annual auction will have nearly 200 choice photographica 
items, all to be sold to the highest bidder.' The illustrated catalog includes all 
types of photographica: cameras, images, viewers, paper prints. 
stereo views. etc. This auction is the largest held in  conjunction 
with a photographica show. last year grossing over $10.000. 

N.S.A. Spotlight Auction 

P.O. Box 14801 

Columbus, Ohio 43214 

Please send me catalogs at $3.00 each. Enclosed is my check 

for $ (Includes prices realized list mailed after sale). 

Name 

Address 

City State - Zip 

* There are stated reserves on some items. 

All proceeds benefit the N.S.A.'s Oliver Wendell Holmes Stereoscopic 

Research Library at the Canton Art Institute. 

PLEASE NOTE: N.S.A. MEMBERS MAY PURCHASE 
THE CATALOGUE AT A DISCOUNT PRICE OF 



The membership directory has 
finally been printed and is in the 
mail. The directory was assembled 
in May of 1979 and therefore does 
not include all current members. We 
attempted to  revise the listings prior 
to  having it printed but may have 
excluded your name. Please inform 
us of any changes of address, 
telephone number or stereo in- 
terests. We hope to issue a supple- 
ment to  be inserted in a future issue 
of Stereo World. 

Our thanks t o  the several 
members who have volunteered to  
work at Photo Show '80 in Canton, 
Ohio, August 15 and 16. We still 
need additional volunteers. Please 
let us know now if you can help. 

We receive a large volume of mail 
and attempt to  answer as many of 
the letters as possible but busy work 
schedules often cause us to fall 
behind. The most often asked ques- 
tions from new members concern in- 
formation about the "how to's" of 
collecting. I hope the following 
comments will give some guidance 
to  our many new members who are 
just beginning as stereo view collec- 
tors. 

Collecting stereo views is by far 
one of the most satisfying hobbies 
most of us have ever encountered. 
Unlike stamp or coin collecting, the 
collection of stereo views is a hobby 
manifested with the added excite- 
ment of the search and the unknown 
discovery. We are constantly hear- 
ing of some new views being found 
which were not known to exist. 
Thereis no guide or listing to  all 
stereo views such as Scott's Stan- 
dard Postage Catalogue, the main 
guide for philatelists. Several 
original catalogues of major stereo 
view makers have been preserved, 
many of which are in the collections 
of the N.S.A. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Stereoscopic Research 
Library. But even among major 
publishers and photographers we 
are finding unlisted views or entire 
series. The possible discoveries are 
nearly limitless giving this hobby a 
stimulus not to  be found with other 
collectibles. 

Many new members write to  ask 
where they may buy the views we il- 
lustrate in Stereo World. There are a 

EDITORIAL 

number of dealers who offer views 
for sale, most of them having 
regular advertisements in this 
magazine. Another source is your 
fellow collector.  Watch the  
classified ads for persons asking for 
like subjects and begin a cor- 
respondence. At first you may both 
not have the desired views but a 
dialogue may be started which may 
result in future trades. Trading is 
the least expensive way to build a 
collection. I have found most 
members to be very fair in trading 
but one must be cautioned that the 
trading terms should be resolved at 
the beginning of a trade. Try to 
trade like views whenever possible 
and remember to  give as much as 
you wish to  take. Fairness will result 
in future trades. 

Values of some stereo views have 
increased dramatically in recent 
years but there are still thousands of 
outstanding views available at very 
reasonable prices. It is difficult to 
place a dollar value on some views 
and a price guide would be nearly 
impossible to  assemble because of 
the diverse subjects and varied in- 
terests of collectors. There are a 
number of areas of collecting which 
have not been exploited and may be 
considered by new collectors. An 
outstanding collection with lasting 
historical value can still be orga- 
nized with limited funds. 

A suggested area of collecting 
may be found in your own 
backyard. Many fine views by local 
photographers are still to  be located 
at very reasonable prices. Most of 
these photographers made remark- 

were made in very small quantities 
with many of the titles being "one- 
of-a-kind". Begin with your local 
historical society or public library. 
Check to see if they have any collec- 
tions by local photographers. 
Advertise your wants locally. Check 
to see if relatives of any of the 
photographers are still living in your 
community. Rightly so, this is very 
time consuming but the subsequent 
discoveries can be very exciting. For 
those who make their own stereo- 
graphs, I recommend a project of 
finding views of your local com- 
munity and then to make modern 
views from the same positions for 
comparison. This project can great- 
ly enhance your collection and give 
you additional historical insight. 

Finally, organize your collection 
for easy reference. The most com- 
mon method is to group the views 
by photographer and publisher 
based on a system of general sub- 
jects or topics. The greatest value a 
collection may have is not monetary 
but rather its availability to those in- 
terested in history. The stereo view 
is a valuable visual record and until 
just recently is being recognized by 
historians doing original research. 

Of course, much important infor- 
mation may be found within the 
pages of Stereo World. Also, we 
strongly urge the purchase of 
William C. Darrah's The World of 
Stereographs. This is the standard 
reference book. for collectors. 
Regularly priced at $22.50, it is 
available from N.S.A. at $19.95 
plus $1.00 postage. 

able documents of their com- * 
munities, many leaving a sizable Deadline for the next issue is June 
body of work. Most of the views 1, 1980. 



THE NATIONAL STEREOSCOPIC ASSOCIATION 

VOL. 7. NO. 2 M-AY - JUNE 1980 
Members of the Board of Directors 

Dr. Brandt Rowles, President. 
Richard Russack, Chairman of the Board. 
A. Verner Conover, Treasurer. 
John Waldsmith, Vice-President and 

Managing Editor of Stereo World. 
John Weiler. Secretary. 
Gordon D. Hoffman, Consulting Editor. 

Committees 

Membership: Temporarily vacant. 
Publications: Jack and Pat Wilburn. 
Contemporary Stereoscopy: Linda S. 

Carter. 
* 

STEREO WORLD is published bimonthly by 
the National Stereoscopic Association, Inc>, 
P.O. Box 14801, Columbus, Ohio 43214. An- 
nual dues $12. (3rd Class), $16. (First Class), 
$18. (to Canada and other foreign countries, 
all mailed 1st. Class), and $28. (International 
Air Mail). All memberships follow the 
publishing year for Stereo World, which is 
from the March-April issue to the Jan.:Feb. 
issue of the next year. All new members join- 
ing during the year will receive all the back 
issues for the current volume, unless only the 
current and future issues are desired. These 
pro-rated memberships cost $2.50 per issue 
3rd Class, $3.00 First Class, and $5.00 Inter- 
national Air Mail. Deadlines appear at the 
end of editorial, on facing page. 

Copyrighted 1900 
By the National Stereoscopic 

Association, Inc. 
ISSN 0191 - 4030 

Contents 
Carbutt and the Union Pacific's Grand Excursion to the 

1OOthMeridian ................................................ Page4 
By William Brey 

Kodak Black and White Negative Films for Stereo 
Photography ................................................ .Page 10 
By Doug Smith 

............................................... Come to Canton .Page 11 

REGULAR FEATURES 

........................................................ Editorial Page2 
Comment ...................................................... Page 12 

........................... The Society-From the Society Notebook Page 14 
Newviews ...................................................... Page 16 
Equipment Notes ............................................... Page 18 
Personalities in Perspective-Lord Roberts. ......................... Page 19 

By Richard C. Ryder 
Holmes Library Report .......................................... Page 20 
Review ........................................................ Page 21 
Theunknowns ................................................. Page24 
Classifieds ..................................................... Page26 
Events. ....................................................... .Page 28 

John Carbutt, at right, dining al fresco on the plains. The dark tent, on the left, was constructed by Carbutt in the early 1860's 
and used to process all his wet plates while working in the field. This rare stereoview, probably taken by Carbutt's assistant T. 
J. Hines, is reproduced here for the first time through the courtesy of Mr. Ed Burchard. Turn the page for William Brey's arti- 
cle. 



CARBUTT 

A N D  THE 

UNION PACIFIC'S 

GRAND EXCURSION 

TO THE 

1 OOTH MERIDIAN 

"Group of Pawnee Warriors and Palace Cars of U.P.R.R.", No. 204 from the series "Union Pacific Rail Road, Excursion to 
the 100th Meridian, October 1866", by John Carbutt. Hired by Durant to provide thrills and chills for the Easterners from the 
big city, once proud Pawnee Warriors, who were subdued by the Army in 1859, pose here for Carbutt's camera. Among the 
Excursionists looking on is 44 year old Rutherford Birchard Hayes, recently re-elected member of the House of Represen- 
tatives from Ohio. Ten years later he became the 19th President of the United States in the most disputed Presidential election 
in U.S. History. (Gordon D. Hoffman Collection) 



"The Directors of the U.P.R.R. at  the 100th Meridian", No. 219 from the series "Union Pacific Rail Road, Excursion to the 
100th Meridian, October 1866," by John Carbutt. This signpost was erected by Durant to mark the end of track at  the 100th 
Meridian. By the time the party reached it, the tracks had been laid another 40 miles beyond. This view shows the train coming 
back from the West. (Gordon D. Hoffman Collection). 

By William Brey 
Arrowing west from Omaha City 

in Nebraska Territory, the Union 
Pacific Railroad was a full year 
ahead of its construction schedule. 
Planning to have 247 miles of track 
in place by the end of 1867, they had 
reached that point by October 1866. 

To advertise this incredible pro- 
gress to their shareholders as well as 
Eastern bankers and members of 
Congress, the Directors of the com- 
pany planned an elaborate and cost- 
ly celebration to take place in the 
middle of the wilderness. 

Under the direction of Thomas C. 
Durant, the newly-elected President 
of the Railroad, over 200 influential 
guests with their wives and 
daughters were invited to take part 
in a Grand Excursion to a point 
halfway between Chicago and the 
Rocky Mountains, smack on top of 
the  H u n d r e d t h  Meridian o f  
Longitude. To  be sure the world 
heard about the event, reporters 
from the major newspapers were 
also invited. 

Foreign dignitaries, including a 
Scottish Earl, a Spanish Grandee 
and a French Marquis, as well as 
one hundred of the Eastern elite, 
began their journey west by train 
from New York City on October 15, 
1866. Traveling over the tracks of 
three different railroads, they ar- 
rived in Chicago two days later 
where they were joined by many of 
the remaining guests from other 
parts of the Country. 

John Carbutt, the noted Chicago 
photographer  a n d  stereoview 
publisher had been hired by the 
Union Pacific to  document the en- 
tire affair, so it was here that he and 
his assistant, Mr. HinesJoaded their 
cumbersome photographic supplies 
onto the train. 

Accompanied by the Great 
Western Light Guard Band the train 
proceeded to St. Joseph, Missouri, 
for the second stage of the 
journey-two hundred and fifty 
miles by riverboat to Omaha. Board- 
ing the "Denver" and the "Col- 
orado", two of the largest class 

Missouri River packets, the excur- 
sionists, with bands playing and col- 
ors flying, steamed up the winding 
Missouri River, which for many 
hundreds of miles formed the 
Western boundary of the Atlantic 
portion of the United States. 

Some idea of the manner in which 
this whole affair was being con- 
ducted can be deduced from the 
menu listing over 50 main courses 
and as many different desserts. (See 
illustration.) Forty-eight hours later 
the over-stuffed travelers finally 
reached Omaha and the Eastern ter- 
minus of t h e  Union Pacific 
Railroad. 

With the keys to the City firmly in 
hand, the excursionists, in their in- 
signias of ribbons and rosettes, were 
soon to be seen in all parts of the 
town "evidently delighted and 
somewhat  astonished t o  find 
themselves after a week's journey- 
ing westward from New York, still 
among people of wealth, refinement 
and enterprise". Where were the 
blood-thirsty savages they had half- 
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hoped to glimpse from afar? 
Since this was just about Omaha's 

biggest event since President Lin- 
coln signed the Homestead Act in 
1862, a reception ball had been 
planned at the four-story Hernden 
House, the town's finest hotel. With 
all of Nebraska Territory's politi- 
cians in attendance, along with local 
authorities and wealthy business 
and professional men and their 
wives, the dance and promenade oc- 
cupied the time most pleasantly un- 
til the small morning hours. 

Despite the elegant entertain- 
ment, the excursionists were astir at 
an early hour the next morning to 
visit the extensive depots and 
machine shops of the Union Pacific 
and to check out the arrangements 
for the final leg of the journey. 

The special train assembled for 
the trip to end-of-track was made up 

of two locomotives and nine cars, 
the most elaborate having been 
designed for the late President Lin- 
coln who had used it only once for a 
journey from West Point to  
Washington. Purchased from the 
Government by Mr. Durant, it now 
served as his personal car for the use 
of he and his friends. The magnifi- 
cent Director's car, at the rear of the 
train, just behind Durant's, was 
devoted to members of Congress 
and other distinguished guests, in- 
cluding the late President's son 
Robert Todd Lincoln and George 
Pullman, Patentee of the Palace 
Sleeping Car. Later in life, modest, 
retiring Robert Lincoln was to 
become the special counsel for the 
vast interest of this same George 
Pullman, eventually becoming 
President of the Pullman Company 
after Pullman's death. Just forward 

C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  E X C U R S I O N  
TO TllE 

of Durant's car were four Pullman 
cars for use of the remaining guests. 
Next came the mess car, then a mail 
car fitted up as a refreshment saloon 
and finally the baggage-supply car 
just behind the engines. 

By now all were ready so, amid 
hissing steam and groaning wheels, 
the magnificent entourage finally set 
out for the final destination. Pro- 
ceeding at a slow rate of speed, the 
better to enjoy the sights of the 
Great Platte Valley, the train 
stopped now and again so the guests 
could examine the road and fine 
bridge structures that had not ex- 
isted just a few short months ago. 

The first nights encampment on 
the prairie, just beyond the town of 
Columbus, was a monument to the 
planning that had preceded their ar- 
rival. Welcomed by booming can- 
non and a lively band, the excur- 
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STEAMER COLORADO, Oatober 20, 1800. 

wm. 
Chicken Combo. Qatar. 

mu. 
Dnkcd Plko, Oyatcr Rtuoc. Dollod Tronl, a-ln-Sonnando. 

m m .  
LEP: of Mutton, Capor buco. Ham. ~mgtr0. 

Turkcy, oyslcr 9~ucc.  Corncd Lbofmd Cnbbngo. 
Chlckcn, F.gg Slucc. Ilccf, n-la-mode. 

mm. 
Turkcp, Cilblot Ratao. fhddlo Jlutbn. h m b ,  LIarbocuc4. 
Qunlls on Tout. S113rr.llll1 of Pork. Rlbs of Lloof. 

Sugar-Cured IInm, Clinmpngno SPueo. 

V Z O R A N I I I .  

Uyntcr IYnnC. Oirrc~lu. Onlonr. Ihllo~l Polnloaa 
r~trsnllm Tt~rallm. Pour Croat. Cobbne. 
Ilumlny. R~llcd lllca Mnshcd I'olntaek 

Tomnb Catsup. Worccatorsblro Sourn. 
&oh. calcry. Olives. 

Dostan Plckles. 
Cold Slaw. 

rmmns. 
Engllsh r tnm Puddlng, mhlto finnee. Rum Jolly. b o n d  M e .  
Jelly fitkc. Vnnllln Icc Crcnm. C l lnmp~nc  Jolly. Imly Fitlji0rs. 
Yrtlll ('ttkr, or~tntnrnlod. C l t ~ ~ ~ ~ l n l o  CnEu. Frct~clt KIusm. 
Py rirrnirl o f b f m r w ~ ~ a .  I'rl~kccsn IDyrnmld. Old CRILIO. 
Crnnbcrry Tnrtlcb. lflnm Plc. C r a m  Plo. Applo Pic. 
Almond Macaroons. LYanborry TarUou. Swba Cottaga 

Orangw. Pcenna. Almonds. Rnlslnn. Bforunguca nor Peebar. 
Cntcnu Conolsc, a-lnJcli:o. Bonbon, n-la-Vnnillq 
Cltnrloltc Iblrso RII hl:~rntyr~ln. IL.ivamln Clnm, l u x  Amnndm 
Engllwh \VulnuC. A~l~ lcs .  FIR. Crape& l'cnchcr Fllbcrb. Poan. 
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The menu for the excursionists on board the Missouri River packet "Colorado", October 20, 1866. 

COW m m .  
Chlckon Snlnd, Yoallji Amorlea slylo. Donad Turkey, wnllll Jolly. 
Lultstcr S;II:ld, Dwton stylo. Leg of Jlol(au, Dollod. 
Frt*rh TI I~I~I IF ,  I I I  UCIVUC. Prcmed Corned Doof. 
Ascl~uvy %ll;ud. Ilun. ILIIL<L lkur. I lu~cI~ t  T ~ I I I ~ U ~ I .  

TEA. COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE. 

I I O U R S  F O R  M E A L S :  

Brealrfnet.. 7 to 9 I Dinne~.... 1 to 3 ............. ............... 
Ten .............. ....... ...... ..O o'aloclc. 



I pic @llUc.Djtomlo~n. etotloa in btr Broirlt. (6, 418.) 

Durant's publicity barrage, documented with Carbutt's stereoviews, generated world-wide interest in the Union Pacific, 
evidenced here by a wood-cut used to illustrate the story in German newspapers. (Courtesy Nebraska State Historical Society) 

sionists discovered a city of 
tents-over 70 of them, set up on 
three sides of a square, brilliantly lit 
by calcium lights. After still another 
magnificent feast in the largest tent 
(60 feet long, 30 feet wide and 14 
feet high), the group was moved by 
train a mile further on to the Indian 
camps where over a hundred 
painted Pawnee braves had been 
hired to put on a war dance for the 
evening's entertainment. Dressed in 
a variety of feathers and beads, 
some wore "ventillated pantaloons, 
much open, except at the loins". 

Returning to Camp the party 
found tents assigned to each in- 
dividual family, comfortably fur- 
nished with hay mattresses, buffalo 
robes and blankets. Only the howl- 
ing of a distant wolf could be heard 
as the camp settled down for the 
night. 

Another sumptuous breakfast 
signaled the start of another day 
before the train continued its 
westward journey. The train was 

stopped on a high embankment 
overlooking the Pawnee camp for 
the mornings entertainment-this 
time a sham battle. Thirty Pawnee 
braves, disguised as Sioux warriors, 
attempted to creep up on the camp 
but were discovered. Amidst shrieks 
and cries of vengence, the Pawnees 
went out to the attack. "The shock 
of meeting was grand and terrific. 
Horses reared and plunged against 
each other. Indian grappled Indian 
and both fell to  the ground in deadly 
embrace. Rifles, revolvers and ar- 
rows were discharged apparently 
with deadly effect. Riderless horses, 
and horseless riders were to  be seen 
roaming wildly over the plain. And 
all was confusion and intense excite- 
ment, until at length the victorious 
Pawnees brought their vanquished 
enemies into camp, amid the most 
tempestuous shouts of triumph and 
exultation." 

After the dust and excitement had 
died down, Mr. Durant distributed 
several hundred dollars worth of 

presents among the Indians and 
their squaws. (Some of the squaws 
seemed more fascinated with the 
ladies hooped skirts than with the 
bangles and beads.) 

Proceeding westward again at 
speeds sometimes approaching .45 
miles per hour the extra locomotive, 
out ahead of the train, ran down 
and demolished a hand car with 
four men, killing two. A sym- 
pathetic tear was shed over this news 
before the party resumed their 
festivities amid oceans of cham- 
pagne and clouds of cigar smoke. 
The train finally reached a point 30 
miles beyond the hundredth meri- 
dian at 8:00 P.M. where, as on the 
previous evening, a large and 
brilliantly illuminated encampment 
awaited them. End-of-track was still 
nowhere in sight as rails were then 
being laid at a rate of nearly two 
miles a day. 

Visitors from the nearest town 
and the ranches all around were in 
camp as rockets and roman candles 
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lit up the sky to celebrate the arrival 
of the train. A battalion of cavalry 
was camped close by to  provide pro- 
tection against roaming bands of 
hostile Indians said to infest this 
portion of the country. 

A Photograph Gallery and a first 
class barbershop were set up and 
after the establishment of a 
telegraph and printing office (to 
produce the daily newspaper 
-"Railway Pioneer", as well as 
menus and announcements), the 
camp grew quiet as all rested up for 
the final journey. 

By mid-morning the following 
day, the train had continued ten 
miles farther west where it finally 
caught up to  the construction crews. 
(Near the present day freight station 
of Gannett, on the Union Pacific, 
40 miles west of the 100th 
Meridian.) Some hours were spent 
by the party observing the laying of 
track, the distribution of material 
and the general construction process 
as the tracks grew ever closer to  
their eventual hook-up with the 
Western Pacific Railroad. Mean- 
while the band played the "Star 
Spangled Banner", "The Wearing 
of the Green", "Yankee Doodle", 
"Rory O'Moore", the "Sprig of 
Shillalah", etc. "Photographic pic- 
tures were also taken by the 
celebrated Viewist, Professor Car- 
butt of Chicago, of the construction 
train; and also various groupings of 
the officers of the road and excur- 

sionists." 
A buffalo hunt had been arranged 

for the more sporting members of 
the group and had been quite suc- 
cessful, but on their way back to 
camp they encountered a strong par- 
ty of outraged Indians who took 
from them the buffalos they had 
killed. Further loss was averted as 
the Indians magnanimously spared 
the hunters lives on the condition 
that they should never be found 
again on Indian hunting grounds. 
The hunting party readily agreed to 
this condition. 

Returning to camp the hungry ex- 
cursionists were given another sump- 
tuous dinner, with printed menus 
beside each plate. The final 
evening's entertainment was a 
magnificent hour long fireworks 
display that amazed the distant 
savages who also witnessed it. 

The final morning "Professor 
Carbutt was in great demand. 
Everybody wanted to  be taken just 
as they appeared at the breaking up 
of the camp. The Professor finally 
succeeded in obtaining some ex- 
cellent groupings, as well as camp 
and landscape views before the train 
started eastward." At a point direct- 
ly on the Hundredth Meridian the 
train was halted for nearly an hour 
"enabling Professor Carbutt to  
photograph some views representing 
the excursion train, with groupings 
of Government Officers, members 
of Congress, Directors of the road 

and excursionists coming to this 
point from the West." 

Heading East once again the 
speeding train overtook another 
hand car, demolishing it and a man 
named Flannery, whose three com- 
panions just managed to leap to 
safety. 

One last surprise entertainment 
had been arranged by Durant to 
enliven the trip back to Omaha-a 
Prairie Fire! The flames extended in 
an unbroken line for 15 to 20 miles 
and one end of this holocaust was so 
near the party could feel the heat as 
the flames roared over the plains. 

So as the sun set slowly in the 
West our stalwart group of well-fed 
adventurers were borne back over 
the prairie from whence they 
came-leaving behind three dead, 
the scorched earth, and the remains 
of a thousand dinners. A fitting end 
to a visit to the wild west-in a most 
civilized manner. 

SOURCES: 
"Incidents of a Trip Through the 

Great Platte Valley to the Rocky 
Mountains in the Fall of 1866", 
Col. Silas Seymour. 1867 P 54 to 
109 

"Hear That Lonesome Whistle 
Blow", Dee Brown, 1977 

Omaha Weekly Republican, Oct. 
27, 1866, P 2 

Omaha Weekly Herald, Nov. 2, 
1866, P 1 

#224-"Doctor" Thomas Clark Durant, skillful and unscrupulous promoter of railroad stock and bonds, poses on the tracks 
with the heads of the various departments of the UPRR. (Ed Burchard Collection) 
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"View of Omaha, Nebraska Territory from Capitol Hill (2)", No. 231 by John Carbutt. Included in Carbutt's series are two 
birdseye views of Omaha City, the Territorial Capitol of Nebraska Territory, part of the Louisiana Purchase, was explored by 
Lewis and Clark in 1804. Less than a year after these views were taken, Nebraska became a State. (John Waldsmith Collection) 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
*Anne P. Diffendal, Manuscripts 

Curator and John E. Carter, 
Curator of Photographs, Nebraska 
State Historical Society. 

*Barry B. Combs-Union Pacific 
Railroad Company 

*Bob Flood, History Librarian, 
Omaha Public Library 

*Mrs. Petersen, The Union 
Pacific Museum 

*Ed Burchard, Evanston, Illinois. 

The most extensive collections of 
Carbutt's Excursion views are those 
of the Union Pacific Archives in 
Omaha and the President Hayes 
Library in Fremont, Ohio. It is 
believed that this listing of views 
from their collections, compiled 
with the help of Tom Waldsmith, is 
complete. If so, Robert Taft was in 
error when he stated that Carbutt 
published over 300 views in this 
series. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 
EXCURSION TO THE 100th 

MERIDIAN, OCT. 1866 
Photographed by J. Carbutt, Chicago 

Under the auspices of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company 

198. Landing of the Union Pacific Excursion 
at Omaha (1) 

199. Landing of the Union Pacific Excursion 
at Omaha (2) 

200. Steamer Denver and Colorado UPRR 
201. Group of Excursts. at Camp No. 1, 

Columbus, Neb. 
202. Camp of Pawnee Indians on the Platte 

Valley 
203. Group of Mounted Pawnee Warriors 
204. Group of Mounted Pawnee Warriors & 

Palace Car of UPRR 
205. The Excursion train going West 
206. Excur. Party 275 ms. W. of Omaha, 

Oct. 24, '66 
207. Excur. party 275 ms. W. of Omaha, 

Oct. 24, '66 (2) 
208. Westward, the Monarch Capital 

makes its way 
209. Laying the rails of the UPRR 

-two miles a day 
210. The Elkhorn Club on the banks 

of the Platte 
21 1. The Platte River opposite 

Platte City 
212. The Platte River and 

Kinsley's Brigade 
2 13. Commissioners and Directors 

of the UPRR 
214. View of Camp #2 from Prospect Hill 
215. Headquarters Platte City, Oct. 25, 1866 
216. Representatives of the Press with the 

Excursion 
217. The Boys that made us Comfortable, 

all Hail 
218. The Train at the 100th Mer. returning 

from the West 
219. The Directors of the UPRR at the 

100th Mer. 

220. Group of distin. guests of UPRR 
at 100th Mer. (1) 

221. Group of distinguished guests of UPRR 
at 100th Mer. (2) 

222. Burnetizing Works of the UPRR at 
Omaha 

223. Burnetizing Works of the UPRR at 
Omaha (2) 

224. T. C. Durant Esq. and Heads of Depts. 
UPRR 

225. Engine House & Workshops of UPRR 
at Omaha 

226. S & E Front U. P. Railroad Works 
at Omaha 

227. N & E front UPRR Works, Omaha 
228. UPRR Works and Depot, Omaha 
229. N & W front UPRR Works, Omaha 
230. View of Omaha N. T. from Capitol 

Hill (1) 
231. View of Omaha, N. T. from Capitol 

Hill (2) 
232. Herndon House, Omaha. N. T. 
233. Construction Train of the UPRR 

Total of 36 views 

Do you have any Carbutt stereo 
views in your collection? The author 
is compiling a listing of all Carbutt's 
work for a forthcoming book on his 
life. Please send title, number. and 
name of series (or a Xerox copy of 
views). Credit will be acknowledged 
in the book. 



Kodak Black and White 

Negative Films for 

Stereo Photography 
By Doug Smith 

The successful stereo photograph 
can be taken on any of a number of 
films, but an intelligent selection of 
negative materials can improve the 
technical quality and the total im- 
pact of the view. Kodak makes three 
films that will produce very fine 
photographs under the right condi- 
tions. These will be considered in 
order of increasing speed. 

Kodak Panatomic X (ASA 32) is 
considered a low speed film by to- 
day's standards, even though it ex- 
ceeds the speed of the fast films of 
not too long ago. The film has very 
fine grain and excellent sharpness if 
processed according to instructions. 
Unfortunately, many commercial 
processors run it through the same 
developers used for everything else 
(often at the same time), ruining the 
characteristics of the emulsion. So 
mistreated, the film develops ex- 
cessive contrast and blocked-up 
highlights which ruin the detail 
necessary for stereo. If proper pro- 
cessing is available, Panatomic X is 
a great film for stereo cameras of 
the Realist type. This design tends to 
vignette the image (darken the cor- 
ners) when used at small aperture. 
The slow speed of Panatomic X 
allows exposure in bright sunlight 
without using these smallest aper- 
tures so the problem is avoided. 

Kodak Plus X (ASA 125) is one 
step up in speed from Panatomic X 

and is almost as fine grain and 
sharp. To many people this is a big 
"almost" but when the final result 
is a tiny stereo print not much dif- 
ference will be seen. Plus X seems to 
survive commercial processing bet- 
ter than the above film but it still 
should be done properly for best 
results. At ASA 125 the vignetting 
produced by some cameras at small 
aperture will begin to show up in 
full sun (especially on snow or beach 
scenes). The film will allow hand- 
held exposures in most outdoor 
situations without using so large an 
aperture that shallow depth of field 
or poor lens quality becomes ap- 
parent. If forced to name a univer- 
sal black and white film this would 
be the choice, but the other films do 
have definite uses. 

Kodak Tri X (ASA 400) is a 
miracle film and, like most wondefi 
of our era, is often taken for 
granted and abused. The speed of 
the film allows action-stopping 
shutter speeds in good light, and 
permits photography in dim light 
where other films would be limited 
to still-life work. As a result, many 
photographers use it to the exclu- 
sion of other films, claiming Tri X 
to be the best. Tri X requires proper 
exposure and careful processing to 
avoid severe graininess. This will be 
noticeable on even the small stereo 
prints and will harm the stereo ef- 
fect, since the grains will not match 

on the two photos. Proper exposure 
and processing (not too much of 
either to make up for lack of the 
other) will allow very acceptable 
results, but the film can only be 
recommended for low light situa- 
tions where it is really necessary. 
The maximum shutter speed and 
smallest aperture available on the 
Realist will produce overexposure 
on Tri X used in bright sun. The 
vignetting discussed above will re- 
main a problem in most outdoor 
situations. Indoors, Tri X will allow 
hand-held exposures in room light 
without flash (if you are careful and 
have a bright house or a tripod). It is 
a very poor choice for landscapes 
and still-lifes or any other subjects 
that would allow the use of a finer 
grain, slower film. 

The above comments were written 
considering 35mm film. Users of 
larger format cameras will find 
grain is less of a problem, so the 
choices are based more on speed and 
t o n a l  cha rac t e r i s t i c s .  This  
photographer's favorite film is 
Kodak Super XX which is available 
in standard sheet sizes only. The vir- 
tue of the film is a tonal rendition 
suitable for working in the flare- 
filled world of uncoated lenses. This 
is a fine point beyond the scope of 
this article, but the interested reader 
could read the Kodak data book 
"F-5" on Professional Black and 
White Films. 
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