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As you read through this issue of 
Stereo World, you will notice 
several improvements. We have 
switched to  a different type of press 
which has allowed for a better grade 
of printing stock. After six years, 
the Stereo World has grown u p  into 
a full-fledged magazine of the 
highest quality. We are one issue 
ahead of the projected schedule 
which was revised in 1978. After 
reading the survey attached to  the 
renewal notice, we found several 
members contemplating dropping 
out of N.S.A. unless the printing 
quality was improved. This type of 
paper and the different press has 
caused a 20% increase in printing 
costs which are partly justified by an 
enlarged circulation. It will be 
necessary fo r  us t o  increase 
membership to  about 1,500 by the 
end of 1980 t o  totally justify this 
move. Therefore, we ask the 
membership to  help us reach more 
stereo enthusiasts. A new member 
ship folder is being prepared. Pleas 
write to our Secretary, John Weilex, 
here in Columbus, and he will send 
you all you need. Every week we 
receive letters from people who state 
that they have been collecting stereo 
views for 2, 3 or 4 years and were so 
surprised such a group as N.S.A. ex- 
ists. W e  also have an  influx of new 
members who are taking stereo 
photographs either with stereo 
equipment or adaptions of single 
lens cameras. They are thrilled to  
find us and to  know there really are 
other people enjoying all aspects of 
stereoscopy. 

Members may also take note of 
the illustrations being supplied by 
N.S.A. member Jim Middleton. It is 
a pleasure to  have such a talented 
person contributing to  make Stereo 
World a better publication. 

We have encountered some pro- 
blems with our bank in the last few 
weeks. They now return any foreign 
checks drawn on foreign banks to  
what is called "collection" and 
charge us a service fee of $2.50 per 
check. Apparently this recent 
change in policy is due to  the fluc- 
tuations in the value of the U.S. 
dollar. We therefore have sent a let- 

EDITORIAL 

ter to  members in foreign countries, 
including Canada, requesting them 
to remit to  us in U.S. funds drawn 
on a U.S. bank or to  send us Inter- 
national Money Orders. 

The renewals have been rolling in 
and we thank members for respon- 
ding early. We further remind those 
who have not renewed for 1980, that 
all memberships come due on 
March I .  You may take a $1.00 dis- 
count if your renewal is received 
before February 15. Some members 
commented on their renewal form 
that they would like to  see us offer a 
two or three year membership at a 
slight discount. This was considered 
at our board meeting in August but 
was rejected because of the uncer- 
tain economic conditions and the 
rapid advance of inflation. The U.S. 
Postal Service is asking for another 
rate increase in 1980 even though 
they report to  be operating in the 
black. The price of printing paper 
has increased 50% in the last three 
years along with everything else we 
use to  keep the N.S.A. in operation. 
We will reconsider the idea of long 
term memberships once the infla- 
tion rate is substantially decreased. 
It would definitely save us hours of 
time in handling the renewals. 

We have run out of the May-June 
1979 issue (Vol. 6, No. 2) but are 

h a v i n g  m o r e  p r i n t e d .  S o m e  
members who joined in the last 
months of 1979 did not receive this 
issue in their back numbers. These 
should be mailed shortly. 

Lou Smaus has reported that we 
had a good attendance at the joint 
N.S.A.-Reel 3-D News regional 
meeting in Pasadena in November. 
He is organizing another regional 
for the first weekend in February at 
San Jose, California. Also, Tom 
Rogers is organizing a repeat of the 
very successful regional meeting in 
Huntsville, Texas, in April. Addi- 
tional details may be found in the 
"Events" section of this issue. 
Would you like to  organize an 
N.S.A. regional meeting in your 
area? Just contact us here in Colum- 
bus and we will give you guidance in 
getting such a meeting organized. 
These are fun events and a great op- 
portunity to  meet the other stereo 
enthusiasts in your area. They are 
very informal and not difficult to set 
UP. 

Thanks to  our active and en- 
thusiastic members for making 1979 
a great year for N.S.A. We look for- 
ward to  a most exciting 1980 with 
the issuance of several publications 
and an expanded show in August. 

Deadline for the next issue is 
February 1 .  
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Mount 
Vernon 

Enshrined 
&&% 

In Stereo 

"Mount Vernon" by Langenheim Brothers, 1856. The earliest known stereograph of the West Front. (All views, R.M.  
Waldsmith Collection). 



"The Washington Homestead, Mount Vernon, Va." by Bell & Bro., c. 1859. The earliest known stereograph of the East 
Front. Note the hobby horse on the porch and the crude supports which replace several missing pillars. 

York Herald of April 15, 1861. was seized and taken into the 
Therein was the grim tale of the Virginia hills. Rumor said the raid 

Ry R. M. Waldsmith 
dastardly assault on Mount Vernon was led by the late owner of Mount 
by a troop of Confederate cavalry. Vernon, Colonel John Augustine 

A ship from the north arrived in It was alleged the tomb was defiled Washington, Jr., an aide to  General 
Washington with copies of the New and the body of George Washington Robert E. Lee. 

i 
- -  - 

"Mount Vernon", attributed to Alexander Gardner, c. 1865. A very rare and early example of a "quadpartite" ~tereograph 
showing the mansion, the tomb and Pohick Church. 



- GARDNER, 
921 Penna. Avenue, Washington, D. C. 

FOR THE 

L A D I E S '  M O U N T  V E R N O N  ASSOCI. \TIOS 

No. r Steamer Armw a t  Landing. 
" 2 Wharfa t  Mount Vernon. 
" 3 View from Landing, looking towards the l'omh. 
" 4 Road to Tomh. 
" 5 View looki~ig from Tomb to Wharf. 
" 6 Tomb of Washington 

" 7  " "  " 
" 8  " "  " 
(' 9 " " " 

1, " " " 

" I I  Inter iorofTomb. 
" 12 Road from Tomb to House. 
" 13 Spring-House. 
" 14 Old Family Vault. 

" 1 5 "  " " 
" 16 General View ?f House, from S E .  

" 1 7  Rlamslon, East Front, from S .  E. 
" r 8  " " S E 

" '9 " " E. 
" ao " " N E. 
" 21 " West Front. 
" 22 " 

" 23 " West Front. 
" 24 Old Gate-House. 
' 25 Porters* Lodge. 
" 26 View of .Mansion, lrom Porters' Lodge. 
" 27 North Gateway. 
" 28 '. " 

" 29 South Gatew ny 

" 30 " " 

" 31 West Lawn. 
" 32 S  peri in ten dent's House. 
" 33 Butler'.; Home-Magnolia Tree.  
" 34 Entrance to Garden. 
" 35 View in Garden Showing Seed-House. 
" 36 Interior of Hot-House. 
" 37 " West Parlor. 
" 38 " Room Washington Died in. 

" 39 ' LaFayUte's Room. 
" 40 Mantle-piece in Dining-Hall. 
" 41 Plarter Bust of Washineton. (from life I - , .  
" 42 " " [fomac. 
" 

43 View from E.  Front of Mansion looking acrosq the Po- 
" 44 View of Water Front, Mount Vernon Estate. 
" 45 Po-hick Church, near Mount Vernon 

A listing of the 45 stereograph titles taken by Alexander Gardner and sold at the mansion by the Ladies' Mount Vernon 
Association from about 1865 t o  1878. 
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Upon reading the article, the resi- 
dent secretary of the Mount Vernon 
Ladies' Association, Miss Sarah C. 
Tracy, with great indignation, ad- 
vised the "Washington National In- 
telligencer" there was absolutely no  
truth t o  the story and as long as the 
Mount Vernon Ladies' Association 
had ownership the tomb, the man- 
sion, and the grounds would remain 
secure and inviolate. Through the 

efforts of Sarah Tracy, the Mount 
Vernon estate was neutral ground 
during the Civil War; although she 
had to  make numerous appeals to  
Union officers including Generals 
Scott and McClellan. She even made 
an  appeal to  President Lincoln. Still 
there were many times when the 
roar of cannon fire and the sharp 
crack of musketry seemed to  be very 
close. 

Eight years before Sarah Tracy's 
outburst to  the press, Mrs. Robert 
Cunningham of South Carolina was 
standing at the rail of a Potomac 
River steamer as it slowly passed 
M o u n t  Vernon.  T h e  Capta in  
respectfully tolled the steamer's 
bell. Mrs. Cunningham gazed at the 
house on the hill and was quite 
distressed at the condition of the 
once beautiful mansion. She had 

"Tomb of Washington at Mount Vernon, Va.", c. 1865. This view shows a group of Masons at the tomb. Washington was an 
active member of the Masonic Lodge in nearby Alexandria, Va. 



visited there as a young girl and 
remembered the stately white man- 
sion with its tall pillars on the piazza 
and the well manicured lawns and 
lovely gardens. She saw that the 
pillars were decaying; two were 
missing entirely. The porch roof and 
the ornamental balustrade across 
the top were sadly sagging. The 
white paint had turned a dingy gray. 
Unsightly weeds, overgrown shrubs, 
and unkempt trees marred the land- 
scape. 

Mrs. Cunningham had been in 
Philadelphia with her daughter, 
Ann Pamela, a semi-invalid spinster 
of 37. Ann was undergoing treat- 
ment for a back injury which she 
suffered from a fall from her horse. 
Mrs. Cunningham had left her in a 
doctor's care in Philadelphia and 
was returning to her South Carolina 
home. She wrote to her daughter of 
her feelings on seeing Mount Ver- 
non going to ruin and proposed the 
women of America begin a move- 
ment to save the home of General 
and Mrs. Washington and to  
dedicate the estate as a national 
shrine. Ann enthusiastically agreed 
and determined she would be the 
leader in this worthy enterprise. 

Mount Vernon had become a 
tourist attraction following the 
death of Martha Washington in 
1802. More and more visitors came 
each year. This heavy influx of the 
reverent, the patriotic and just the 

curious, although their intentions 
might have been good, tended to 
upset the family routine of every oc- 
cupant of the estate. Uninvited 
tourists would often make their way 
into the private living quarters. 

The farms that at one time 
stretched ten miles along the 
Potomac, had been reduced through 
various means. Only the mansion 
farm of two hundred and two acres 
remained. The farm was not 
operating on a profitable basis. The 
repairs and upkeep of the estate 
became a financial drain. These 
repairs were aggravated by the 
relentless and perhaps careless 
visitors. 

For these reasons, the last private 
owner of Mount Vernon, John 
Augustine Washington, Jr., decided 
to dispose of the mansion and the 
farm. John's grandfather was Cor- 
bin Washington, a nephew of 
George Washington. 

There were many suggestions for 
disposing of the property, including 
converting the mansion into a 
p res iden t ia l  s u m m e r  r e t r e a t .  
Another plan was to convert the 
estate into a home for old soldiers. 
But the only feasible solution that 
was satisfactory to John Augustine 
was to sell the property to a govern- 
ment agency that would preserve 
George Washington's home for 
posterity. He offered the mansion 
and grounds to the Federal govern- 

ment and when they refused his of- 
fer, he approached his native state of 
Virginia. There were conflicting in- 
terests and restrictions upon the 
proposed sale that nullified final ac- 
tion by the state. The financial panic 
that gripped the nation in 1857 was 
another restricting factor. 

The asking price for the entire 
property was considered by some as 
a bit inflationary being two hundred 
thousand dollars. There  were 
rumors that John Augustine was 
mercinary and really not concerned 
with the ultimate preservation of the 
property. This attitude offended 
him a n d  complicated fur ther  
negotiations with his native state. 

Ann Cunningham knew the price 
and she started her "Mount Vernon 
Ladies' Association" in 1853 for the 
express purpose of buying and 
restoring the entire estate. From 
1853 to  1858 she devoted all her time 
and energy to  her project. She wrote 
to newspapers and made pleas for 
help wherever she could. Her 
greatest backer was the renowned 
orator, Edward Everett. He is 
remembered today as the speaker 
with the long and elegant discourse 
at the dedication of the cemetery at  
Gettysburg. His speech was fol- 
lowed by President Lincoln and 
"The Gettysburg Address". 

Everett traveled across the land 
raising money for Ann's benefit. 
He lectured on the "Life of 

"East Front Portico of the Mansion" by N.G. Johnson, c. 1878. 



"State Dining Room", by N.G. Johnson, c. 1878. Note the large painting by Rembrandt Peale "Washington before 
Yorktown" which was later removed to the Corcoran Gallery in Washington. Johnson claimed the chair was brought over on 
the Mayflower in 1620. There appears to  be no truth to this statement. 

Washington" and his audiences, by 
their paid admissions, which were 
all donated to the cause, raised at 
least a third of the monies needed. 
Private citizens gave their dollars 
and school children contributed 
pennies. The firm of Currier & Ives 
produced lithographs on the life of 
Washington which brought in need- 
ed funds. 

Finally in 1858, the down pay- 
ment was available. In April, Ann 

was at Mount Vernon and made an Vernon. The next morning during a 
a t tempt  t o  deal  with John  pleasant discussion with John's wife, 
Augustine. He was in very ill- Eleanor, she learned of the treat- 
humor, still upset by his treatment ment that had offended John. 
by certain persons in his own state. Another attempt was made to 
He refused to deal with any lady and satisfy the owner of her sincerity 
certainly not Ann Cunningham. and on April 6, 1858, a contract of 
Due to staying too long at the estate sale was signed. By the terms of the 
while pleading with the owner to  sale, the property was to be vacated 
reconsider, she missed her connec- by the end of 1860. However by the 
tions to  leave the estate, and was end of 1859, since most of the 
forced to spend the night at Mount balance due had been paid, the 

. .  . PN 

"East Parlor", by N.G. Johnson, 1880. This view shows the harpsichord, the wedding present of Washington to Miss Nellie 
Custis, his adopted daughter, when she married Col. Lewis; also, the old flute used by Washington. 
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The British naval forces, under the command of Admiral Sir George were no funds to  reshingle the roof. 
Cockburn, set fire to the City of Washington during the War of 1812. As the The piazza pillars on the east side 
squadron dropped down the Potomac after the raid, Admiral Cockburn on his were in very bad condition. The or- 
flagship "Sea Horse" ordered the ship's bell tolled as they passed Mount Vernon. namental balustrade atop the roof 
This action of respect for a former honorable foe was soon adopted by American above the pillars was removed for 
boatmen and became an established tradition. repair. The side porch on the south 

side, known as Judge Bushrod 

Washington family began to vacate 
and completed their move on Feb. 
22, 1860. 

By ag reemen t  wi th  J o h n  
Augustine, Ann hired Colonel Up- 
ton H. Herbert of Virginia to begin 
repairs to the mansion in the fall of 
1859. A secretary was hired, Miss 
Sarah Tracy of Troy, N.Y. Ann 
planned that she and Sarah would 
move into the mansion and be in 
residence during the restoration, but 
the outbreak of the Civil War forced 
Ann to return to her family planta- 
tion in South Carolina where she re- 
mained for the duration. Ann's 
father, Colonel Robert Cunn- 
ingham, a veteran of the War of 
1812, died in July, 1860. Ann was 
away from her beloved Mount Ver- 
non for six years. 

Upon vacating Mount Vernon, 
the John Washington family moved 
to "Waveland", an estate near 
Charles Town, West Virginia. On 
Sep t ember  13,  1861,  J o h n  
Augustine Washington, Jr., now a 
Colonel in the Confederate Army, 
was killed in a skirmish at Cheat 
Mountain, Virginia. His seven 
children were now orphaned as their 
mother, Eleanor, died in October, 

1860. The children all survived into 
the Twentieth Century. The family 
took with them almost all the fur- 
nishings of the estate. Among the 
items left was the Bastille key, a gift 
t o  George Washington f rom 
LaFayette, which is now on display 
in the mansion along with George 
Washington's large world globe. 

The departure of Ann left a 
young northern lady and a southern 
gentleman to carry on the work of 
restoring Mount Vernon. Sarah 
asked her friend, Mary McMakin of 
Philadelphia, to  come and live with 
her. Prior t o  Mary's arrival, 
Herbert's aunt came to Mount Ver- 
non to be Sarah's chaperone. 

Since the mansion had to be part- 
ly furnished to be livable, Herbert 
brought some of his furniture from 
his home and Sarah purchased what 
she could find and afford in Alexan- 
dria. There was very little money 
available to her. At first Herbert 
had a crew of ten or eleven men 
working, but he was soon forced to 
release all but one or two men as the 
money supply ran low. The most 
pressing repair was to the roof of 
the mansion. Herbert did the best he 
could to stop the leaks, but there 

washington's porch, was in poor 
condition. In a letter of March 13, 
1861, Sarah wrote to Ann, "The lit- 
tle porch by the library windows is 
coming down on itself"; and on 
March 28, she wrote that the wind 
had carried away one side of 
t he  Judge 's  porch .  Bushrod 
Washington was a nephew of 
George Washington and inherited 
Mount Vernon on the deaths of 
George and Martha Washington. 
He was appointed an associate 
justice of the United States Supreme 
Court by President John Adams in 
1799. Apparently the ornamental 
balustrade above the pillars on the 
east front of the mansion and the 
square porch on the south side were 
added to the mansion by Bushrod. 
Both features were removed per- 
manently in 1931 and the mansion 
today has the clean lines that George 
Washington knew in 1799. 

To raise needed funds, Sarah 
charged admission from visitors in- 
cluding many Union soldiers from 
Alexandria. She insisted they leave 
their rifles outside the grounds. 
Sarah sold flowers and plants from 
the greenhouse and Herbert sold 
bricks from old foundations as 
souvenirs. A decision was made by 

"Washington's Family Dining Room" by N.G. Johnson, published by James F. Jarvis, c. 1880 negative, c. 1890 issue. 
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"Washington's Room at Mt. Vernon" by N.G. Johnson, published by James F. Jarvis, c. 1880 negative, c. 1890 issue. Note 
the heavy drapes on the bed which are not authentic to Washington's time and which were later removed. 

Sarah and several ladies of the 
Association in 1864 that some in- 
come could be had from the selling 
of photographs. With the end of the 
war approaching, the caretakers of 
the mansion were besieged by com- 
mercial photographers who wished 
to give the Ladies' Association a 
percentage of the photographs they 
sold. Ann Cunningham gave orders 
that for the benefit of the Associa- 
tion the only way views could be 
sold was for an agreement with a 
photographer to provide the views 
at a set price and the Association 
was to sell them exclusively. 

In April of 1865, the Bell Brothers 
of Washington, D.C. made an 
agreement with Sarah that they 
would make photographs to be sold 
only by the Association. Bell 
Brothers were to keep the negatives. 
The price of views to visitors was 
twenty-five cents for cartes de viste, 
fifty cents for stereographs, and 
seventy-five cents for cabinet cards. 
Sarah expected to raise six hundred 
dollars the first year. 

Previous to  the outbreak of the 
Civil War in 1861 and during the 
four  years of the durat ion,  
stereographers were publishing 
views of Mount Vernon. The 
Langenheim view of the mansion 
west front is outstanding. It was 
published in 1859 but taken a year 
or two earlier. This view is pictured 
on page twenty-two in The World of 

Stereographs by William C. Darrah. of the Mount Vernon Ladies' 
Franklin White of Lancaster, New Association of the Union. Sarah 
H a m p s h i r e ,  m a d e  a g lass  Tracy resigned her position in 
stereograph of Washington's tomb. December of 1867. She was succeed- 
George Stacy from New York ed as secretary by Mary McMakin. 
published views of the mansion with Herbert left the mansion in 1868. 
the caption "War Views" along the Stereographs were becoming 
print margin. Anthony Brothers popular and many American homes 
made views of the mansion and the were displaying a Holmes viewer 
tomb. Prior to  Sarah Tracy becom- and a basket of cards on a promi- 
ing acquainted with Bell Brothers, nent table in the parlor. One of the 
they made a stereograph of the man- views may have been from a visit to 
sion east front while the John Mount Vernon. Three prolific 
Washington family were still living stereographers had the distinction 
there. The date is believed to be of being awarded formal contracts 
1859. The view shows the pillars of by the Mount Vernon Ladies' 
the piazza in very bad condition. A Association. They would be the 
child's hobby horse on the piazza "Only Authorized Publisher(s) of 
dates the view without much ques- Mount Vernon Views". This pro- 
tion. fitable privilege was enjoyed in suc- 

From 1864 to 1866 the Federal cession by Alexander Gardner, N. 
government imposed a war tax on G. Johnson and Luke C. Dillon. 
photographs. A revenue stamp was Alexander Gardner of 921 Penn- 
affixed to  the back of the view at sylvania Ave., Washington, D.C., 
purchase. Any stereograph with was awarded a contract from about 
such a stamp is proof the view was 1865 to 1878. At the expiration of 
sold during that period, but the view his arrangement he offered to pre- 
could have been produced some sent his negatives to the Association 
years previous. as soon as they made their final set- 

When peace came in 1865, the tlement with him. There is no reason 
visitors to  Mount Vernon returned to believe he presented the negatives 
in large numbers. Miss Cunningham as they are not in the Association's 
was in residence as the first Regent archives. His list of views covered 

The Herbert family records show the marriage of Sarah C. Tracy and Upton 
Heath Herbert in Philadelphia in 1872. They lived on Herbert's estate "Bleak 
House" near Fairfax Courthouse, Virginia. They had no children. They are 
buried in Ivy Cemetery in Fairfax County, Virginia. 



Shortly after Col. Washington was killed in action, part of the money which 
had been realized from the Mount Vernon sale was about to be seized in Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, by Union forces as enemy property. Sarah Tracy went to  Alexan- 
dria to the home of a Mr. Burke of the banking firm of Burke and Herbert, and 
was given the bundle of money which she hid in her egg basket. She proceeded to 
Washington where she placed the money in a safe deposit box in the bank of 
George Riggs, then the treasurer of the Ladies' Association. Sarah returned to  
Alexandria and gave the key to  the safe deposit box to Mr. Burke. 

Howland. 
N.G. Johnson's contract ran 

from October 8, 1878 to May, 1883. 
During this per iod,  Johnson  
operated from several addresses in 
Washington, D.C. They were 317 
Pennsylvania Ave., 309 Ninth St., 
and 426 Seventh St. Some mounts 
show two different addresses. He 
used orange or yellow mounts with 
explanations on the reverse carrying 
copyright of Mount Vernon Ladies' 
Association. Many of his views 
carry a date of 1880. Johnson 
photographed all aspects of the 
Mount Vernon estate; the mansion, 
east and west front, the new and old 
tombs, the piazza, the barn and 
stables, and various outbuildings. 
He also photographed the interior 
of every room in the mansion. At 
the conclusion of his contract, a re- 
quest was made by the Association 
for him to return his negatives. 
There is no record of this having 
been done. 

Luke C. Dillon, operating from 
Pullman's Gallery, 935 Penn- 
sylvania Ave., Washington, D.C., 
succeeded Johnson. His contract 
began on May 25, 1883 and ran at 
least until 1893. In 1885 his contract 
was changed and he was to be paid 
an annual fee of seven hundred 
dollars instead of a percentage on 
the views sold. He produced cabinet 
cards as well as stereographs. After 
1888 there were numerous com- 

the entire estate with at  least forty- 
five subjects. They ranged from the 
Steamer "Arrow" at the landing, 
the tomb, the mansion exterior and 
interior, the outbuildings and the 
grounds. His views document the 
period of restoration with some of 
his views showing various parts of 
the mansion under repair. 

Gardner produced cartes de viste 
(from halves of stereographs) of the 
east front of the mansion. There is a 
revenue stamp on one example 
which shows the side porch removed 
and the ornamental balustrade 
removed. The revenue stamp is 
cancelled with the initials M.V.L.A. 
(Mount Vernon Ladies' Associa- 
tion). This dates the cartes de viste 
at 1865-1866 while the mansion was 
under repair. A novel stereograph, 
which might be termed a quadpar- 
tite, shows the above view with three 
additional views; the west front of 
the mansion, the tomb and Pohick 
Church. The stereograph has eight 
views. The carte de viste has Gard- 
ner's nam'e and address on the 
reverse, therefore the quadpartite is 

assumed to be by Gardner. 
One photographer that was not 

welcome at Mount Vernon was Dr. 
P.S. Howland. The superintendent 
of Mount Vernon reported to the 
Association that in August, 1876, a 
party of men led by Dr. Howland 
invaded the .grounds, intimidated 
the servants and insisted on taking 
views commercially. When the ser- 
vants resisted his actions, they were 
threatened with bodily harm. Dr. 
Howland claimed that the Mount 
Vernon estate belonged to the peo- 
ple and no one should be barred 
from making photographs for pro- 
fit. As a result, Dr. Howland's 
views b e c a m e  a v a i l a b l e  in  
Washington and elsewhere. Since 
the Association could not benefit 
from their sales, a suit was filed 
against the doctor and was due to 
come before the court in June, 1877. 
The suit was settled in favor of the 
ladies' as the next year an exclusive 
contract was awarded to N.G. 
Johnson. It should be noted that 
there is no evidence of the type of 
p h o t o g r a p h s  t a k e n  by D r .  

"Washington's Old Home-Mount Vernon, Va.", No. 8038 by Keystone View Company, 1898. Note the balustrade across 
the roof of the porch and the side (Bushrod) porch which were removed in 1931. 

11 



For Sale on the Boat. W. W. Corcoran, and at the Manaion-House 

LUKE C. DILLON, 
AUTHORIZED 

Photographer of the Ladies' Union Yount Vernon Association. 
OFFICE AT PULLXAN'S GALIrRRYI 

No. OBIT P e ~ l e .  Ave., \ V a s h i n g t o ~ l  City,  D. C. 
--- -- 

1. The Tomb of Wnshington. 
2. Mnnsion, East Front. 
3. Mnnsion, West Front. 
4. The Porch and View to River. 
5. The Family Kitcheu. 
6. Fire-place in Fanlily Icitchen. 
7. The Old Tomb of Wnshington. 
8. The Bntler's Hor~fie and Magnolia Tree 
9. The Gnrdener'n House. 

10. The Old Brick Bnm. 
11. The South Gate to Flower-garden. 
12. View in Flower-garden, showing Lemon Tree with ripe f ~ i t  
13. The Conservntory, (cnbinet size.) 
14. The Old Wafihington Onk Tree. \ 

15. The Boat-House and ltondwny to the Tomb. 
1 G .  View from Tomb to BontHonse. 
17. View from Old Brick I3nru to North Arrhed Gate. 
18. View of Potonlnc River from Enst Porch. 
19. View from C ~ ~ p o l a  of Mnnsion to Porter's Lodge. 
20. View of Porter's Lodge nt the west gate. 
21. The Mount Vernon Bont. " W. W. Corcornn. 

INTERIOR VIEWS OF MOUNT VERNON. 
22. lvn~hington's Red and Room where he died. 
23. Fire-plnce and Secretnry in Washington's bed-room. 
24. Mrs. Wanhiugton's bed-chnmber. 
25. Room occupied by Nellie Cufitis. 
26. Boom occupied by Gen. Lnfnyette when at  Mt. Vernon. 
27. A room uued as a guest chamber in Washington's time. 
28. State Dining-Room. 
29. Marble Mantel in Stnte Dining-Room. 
30. %mt Parlor. 
31. West Parlor. 
32. Hnll and Stairs. 
33. The Family Dining-Room. 
34. Mrs. Washington'n Sitting-Room. 
35. Wash-Bowl and Pitchnr used by Martha Washington. 

J ake  C. Dillon's listing of "Views of Mount Vernon" which appeared in 1886 

edition of the Visitor's Guide Book. 
Association). 

plaints that Dillon was quite obnox- 
ious in his pressure to  sell his ser- 
vices as he traveled with the tourists 
by boat from Washington. The 
steamers were the "W.W. Cor- 
coran" in 1886 and the "Charles 
Macalester" in 1891. The Mount 
Vernon guide books of the period 
feature both boats, the lists of 
plants and shrubs sold at the estate 
and a prominent advertisement by 
Dillon "Groups Taken Of Visitors 
If Desired". Dillon's efforts at mak- 
ing private views for individuals 
without involving the Association 
in the sale upset the Ladies', as it 
was bound to cut into the revenue 
they needed. 

A primary publisher of Mount 
Vernon views was J.F. Jarvis of 
Washington, D.C. He did not have 
a contract with the Mount Vernon 
Ladies' Association and seemed to 

f 
use mostly Johnson negatives. He 

- - 
(Courtesy, Ladies' Mount Vernon 

was a contemporary of Johnson and 
Dillon. His views were mounted on 
yellow cards. 

The interest in stereographs of 
Mount Vernon continued to be 
popularized by Kilburn, H.C. 
White, Underwood & Underwood 
and Keystone. The days of a formal 
contract with the Mount Vernon 
Ladies' Association was over by the 
dawn of the Twentieth Century. 

A major purpose of the Mount 
Vernon Ladies' Association of the 
Union is to  restore the mansion and 
grounds as they were in 1799, the 
year in which George Washington 
died. The pursuit of original 
material relating to the estate is a 
constant endeavor by the Associa- 

tion and its staff. Fortunately upon 
the death of George Washington 
and of Martha Washington in 1802, 
a listing was made of all the contents 
of the mansion. The wills of both of 
them are a guide to the contents and 
who acquired them. After Martha's 
death, an auction was held at Mount 
Vernon and there exists a complete 
list of the items sold, who bought 
them, and the price paid.' 

Over the years since 1865, many 
Victorian pieces of furniture were 
given to the mansion. These pieces 
are not authentic to the period 
1799-1802, and have been removed 
and replaced with original items or 
reproductions. Many stereo views 
reflect this Victorian influence with 
the heavy draperies and bed cover- 
ings. The first item that was original 
to be returned to the mansion was the 
harpsichord. George Washington 
gave it to  Eleanor (Nelly) Parke 
Custis in 1793. She was Martha's 
granddaughter. Another original 
item is the bed in which George 
Washington died. Martha gave the 
bed to her grandson, George 
Washington Parke Custis. The bed 
was at the Lee home in Arlington, 
Virginia until it was returned on 
loan in 1877 and then made a per- 
manent gift in 1908. This bed is the 
subject of many stereo views. The 
heavy draperies around the bed in 
the views have been replaced with 
much lighter material. 

Some furniture items shown in 
stereo views are indicated to have 
been original Washington posses- 
sions, but this is not correct. Martha 
Washington's bed in which she died, 
as shown in many views, is not the 
original. The large grandfather 
clock in the center hall in many 
views has been removed. A large 
portrait in a Johnson view that 
covered a window in the state dining 
room was the Rembrant Peale 
painting "Washington Before 
Yorktown". This gigantic painting 
was removed to Corcoran Gallery in 
Washington early in this century. 
Johnson describes a chair in ohe of 
his views as coming to America on 
the "Mayflower". There is no proof 
to substantiate his statement. 

For a number of years, a large 

An early visitor to Mount Vernon after the Ladies' Association assumed con- 
trol was Mrs. Lincoln and a party of friends. Late in March, 1861, the steamer 
"Thos. Collyer", under the command of Captain Baker, conveyed the Lincoln 
party to  the mansion. Mr. Herbert greeted them and after a brief tour shared his 
lunch of bread, butter, and ham with the visitors. 
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