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LEON JACOBSON 
Antique Photopraphica 

H l L D E  & LEON JACOBSON 
161 GENESEE PARK DRIVE 

SYRACUSE. N.Y. 13224, (315) 446-8345 

Phone orders held 5 days for receipt of payment. 
Prompt refund on  sold items. 10 day unconditional 
refund privilege. Include shipping costs (where required) 
& N.Y. State sales tax (if resident). 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE 
LET US KNOW YOUR WANTS. 

OUR ASSOCIATES IN ENGLANO, KEN & JENNY JACOBSON, SPECIALIZE I N  19TH CENTURY PHOTOGRAPHS AS WELL AS STEREO VIEWS. THEY ARE LOCATED ONE HOUR 
BY TRAIN FRCM LONDON AND, BY APPOINTKENT (PHONE OR LETTER), CAN MEET INTERESTED PARTIES UPON REASONABLE NOTICE. THEY CAN BE CONTACTED AT: 
"SOUTHCOTTS", PETCHES BRIDGE, GREAT BARDFIELD, BRAINTREE, ESSEX CM7,4QN, ENGLAND. PHONE (0371) 81-0566. 

3S1 Watkins-"1755, View from C a l i f o r n i a  and Powell S t r e e t s ,  S.F.". 3524 Another----"66-The Teton Range, South". View of s t a r k  jag- 
Nice h i l l s i d e  orange mt. view of t h e  c i t y .  Because of l i g h t i n g  ged rocks.  In  V.G. Cond ., $12 PP. 
cond.,  some of card  overexposed. In  V.G.  Cond., $20 PP. 

3S25 "Old Bets,  a Sioux Squaw 120 years  o ld  w i l l  long be r a m -  
352 Another----"1B18, Malakoff Diggings,  No. Bloomfield Gravel bered w l g r a t i t u d e  by many of t h e  Minnesota Captives f o r  her  

Mining Co., Nevada Co." Water l i n e  h water spray  from nozz les  kindness t o  them whi le  among t h e  Sioux i n  1862." Yellow mt. 
i n  view. I n  V.G. Cond., $20 PP. view by Whitney & Zimmrman, S t .  Paul.  Nicely posed image 

3S3 Another----"42, Long Ravine Bridge from Below". Wood-burning 
of t h i s  o ld  woman. In  V.G. Cond., $30 PP. 

locomotive p u l l s  f l a t c a r  & 2 baggage c a r s  on t r e s t l e .  VGC $20PP. 3826 "463, Jacob ' s  l a d d e r ,  M t .  Washington". Great sho t  of a l i t -  

3S4 Another----"The D e v i l ' s  Canon, Geysers,  81585." View looking 
t l e  wood-burning l o c w o t i v e  pushing a lone  passenger c a r  up 

up a t  t o u r i s t  p a r t y  t h a t  inc ludes  a dog. Steam b i l lows  from 
a s t e e p  t r e s t l e .  Tan U .  & U. curved mt. G.C., s o i l e d .  $5 PP. 

geysers .  In  G.  Cond., $8 PP. 3927 "No. 306, M t .  Washington and Railway Tra ins  a t  the  Base". A 

3S5 Thomas Houseworth & Co., San Franc isco ,  Cal.  "1165 Steamboat 
n i c e  r a i l r o a d  view t h a t  inc ludes  the  f o l l o v i n g  r o l l i n g  acck : 

Geysers,  Sonoma County, Cal." Orange mt. ca rd  i n  VGC, $16 PP. 
A 2-6-0 wood-burning l o c m o t i v e  & t ender ,  a baggage c a r ,  an 
open passenger coach a s  wel l  a s  two wood-burning cog- ra i l  

356 Another----"1160 Witches' Cauldron, Sonoma County, Cal." t r a i n s .  Al l  wait  a t  t h e  platform. Beige mt. cab ine t - s ized  
Clouds of r i s i n g  steam. I n  G. Cond., mt.  s o i l e d ,  $5 PP. card  by Kilburn.  In  G. Cond., $8 PP. 

3S7 Another----"877-Section of t h e  Big Tree 30 f e e t  i n  diameter 3528 Railroad-"2088, Gates of Crawford Notch, P(ort1and) & O(dg- 
& House over t h e  stump from t h e  S e n t i n a l s . "  G. Cond., $9 PP. ensburg) R.R.. White Mountains". Wood-burning l o c m o t i v e  & 

3S8 W .  H. Jackson, Denver, Colo., "116 Grand Canon of t h e  Arkansas, 
two passenger c a r s  i n  notch.  Ear ly  Kilburn Bros. t a n  mt. i n  

Royal Gorge." Rai l road  bed next t o  r i v e r .  Descr ip t ive  i n f o  on 
G.  Cond., $6 PP. 

verso .  A cabine t - s ized  beige c a r d  i n  G .  Cond., $6 PP. 3529 A.J. R u s s e l l ,  Union P a c i f i c  R.R. Orange mt. view, "384, Tun- 

3S9 Another----'I20 Sandstone Tower, near Monument Park". F a n t a s t i c  
n e l  No. 4". Ra i l road  tunnel on t h e  l i n e ;  looking i n .  Well- 

f r e a k  of n a t u r e .  Area r e s o r t  d e s c r i p t i o n  on v e r s o ;  inc ludes  
known photographer.  See p.280 of T a f t .  G .  Cond., $4 PP. 

a n a l y s i s  of minera l  water from t h e  s p r i n g s .  G .  Cond., $8 PP. 3S30 "Memphremagog House & Lady of t h e  Lake", Newport, Vt. Great 

3S10 Another----'I688 Rainbow F a l l s ,  Ute Pass." Nice w a t e r f a l l  view 
orange mt. view by D.A. C l i f f o r d ,  S t .  Johnsbury of a s i d e -  

wlsame back-card d e s c r i p t i v e  l a b e l  a s  above. G. Cond., $7 PP. 
wheeler.  View c l e a r  enough t o  s e e  the  walking beam steam en- 
g ine .  In  V.G. Cond., $8 PP. 

3Sl l  Another----Windsor Hote l ,  Denver. Cabine t - s ized  cream mt. i n  
F. cond., s l i g h t  c r e a s e  between views,  but  images s t r o n g .  $5PP. 

3S31 Steamer on Lake George. Nice broadside view of the  s i d e  whe- 
e l e r ,  "Minnehaha. From A. Hockford's P i c t u r e  S tore .  Schenec- 

3S12 Savage & Ottinger-Union P a c i f i c  Rai l road  Views. Three green mt. t ady ,  N.Y. Beige mt. i n  V.G. Cond., $4 PP. 
views; "114, Tunnel No. 3 & Webber River", "116,  evil's S l i d e -  
Showing Track" & "118, Devi l ' s  S l i d e ,  s i d e  view". In V.G./G. 

3332 Another----Scene on Wisconsin River.  Lovely view of a man 

Cond., $20 PP f o r  t h e  l o t .  
us ing  a n  oar  of a rowboat t o  "pole" the boat i n  the  r i v e r .  
I n  V.G.  Cond.. $2 PP. 

3S13 Another----Three ye l low mt. v iews;  "Weber River", 1000 Mile 
Treen Weber Canon, Dam H i l l s  lookout ,  Weber Canon. Very n i c e  
s c e n i c s  i n  G. Cond.. 514 PP f o r  the  l o t .  

3S33 A c l o s e  up deck view of a s a i l i n g  v e s s e l .  Yellow mt. b l ind-  
stamped, "G.W.M.(oore, Athol,  Mass.) In  G. Cond., $5 PP. 

, . - -  

3514 J .  C o l l i e r ,  Denver. Three c a b i n e t - s i z e d  views; "234, Summit 
3S34 "Running Ship Ohio". Nice view of t h i s  man-of-war. Yellow mt 

Lake Kenosha H i l l M - v e r y  p r e t t y .  1235, Head of South Park from 
by Leander Baker. I n  G .  Cond., I t .  s t a i n i n g ,  $5 PP. 

Kenosha H i l l "  & "120-Cathedral Rock, Garden of t h e  Gods". 3535 Monitor T e r r o r ,  P h i l a .  Ear ly  metal  warship on American View 
In V.G./E. Cond., $16 PP f o r  t h e  l o t .  orange mt . I n  G .  Cond., $4 PP. 

W .G.  Chamberlain, Denver-"Ute Pass". Green cab ine t - s ized  
s c e n i c  view of t h e  pass .  Descr ip t ive  i n f o  on back l a b e l .  I n  
G .  Cond., $5 PP. 

Alex. Martin,  Denver, "No. 7 Red Rock Spires-Boulder City".  
S t a r k  peaks of rock by t h i s  lesser-known wes te rn  photographer.  
Cream c a b i n e t - s i z e d  mt. i n  G .  Cond., $3 PP. 

F. J a y  Haynes, Fargo, D.T., "No. 1306-Old F a i t h f u l  Geyser 
During Erupt ion ."  A dynamic a c t i o n  scene of the  geyser .  Orange 
mt. view i n  V.G. Cond., $8 PP. 

Another----Yellowstone National  Park-Orange cab ine t - s ized  v i e v  
"No. 1955, Old F a i t h f u l  Geyser i n  Action". V.G. Cond., $6 PP. 

Wheeler Expedi t ion  of 1871. Probably photographed by T.H. O'Sul- 
l i v a n .  Cabine t - s ized  yellow mt. pub. by Anthony. "13-Grand Canon 
Wall from oppos i te  Diamond Creek." Men i n  photo a r e  dwarfed by 
t h e  s i z e  of t h e  canyon. From Darrah c o l l e c t i o n ,  G.C., $12PP. 

Another----1872, "56-Lave Cove, D e v i l ' s  Hole, Arizona ." GC $lOPP. 

"General Crook's  expedi t ion  and t h e  Black H i l l s " ,  by S.J.  Morrow, 
Yankton, D.T. Brea th tak ing  scene of a f rozen  w a t e r f a l l .  Yellow 
c a b i n e t - s i z e d  mt.  i n  G. Cond., $14 PP. 

Hayden Survey-W.H. Jackson, Photographer.  Anthony orange c a b i n e t -  
s i z e d  mt.  Yellowstone S e r i e s ,  "No. 35-Mawouth Hot Spr ing  of Gar- 
l i n e r ' s  River Upper Basins." Figure of man balances t h i s  n i c e l y  
composed view. From Darrah c o l l e c t i o n ,  V.G. Cond., $12 PP. 

Another----Rocky Mountain S e r i e s ,  "88 View i n  Upper Canon of 
Middle Creek." I n  V.G. Cond., $12 PP. 

3S36 "Shipping, Boston". Very n i c e  harbor scene crowded wlships,  
Yellow mt. a d v e r t i s i n g  card  f o r  " T r i f e t ' s " ,  "Stereoscopes & 
Views, Photographs of C e l e b r i t i e s ,  &c." V.G. Cond., $5 PP. 

3537 Char les ton ,  S.C. Yellow mt. Southern S e r i e s  view. "No. 36, 
Shipping". Dock view wlmany s a i l i n g  sh ips .  Bales of co t ton  
on dock t o  be loaded on wai t ing  s h i p .  V.G. Cond., $8 PP. 

3838 Mexico-Three be ige lye l low mt. views by Kilburn Bros ., 1873: 
No. 1053, School of  San Car los ,  No. 1108, Taeubaya & No.1144, 
Papoca tape t l .  I n  G .  Cond., $12 PP f o r  the  l o t .  

3839 Gettysburg B a t t l e f i e l d - 3  views, y e l l w  mts. Two by Tipton,  
''No. 601, I n s i d e  v i e v  of Union l i n e  f r a n  Cemetery t o  Round 
Top--" & ''No. 726. S o l d i e r s  National  Cemetery." The o ther  by 
O r i e n t a l  Photograph Gal le ry ,  ''No. 32, Pennylvania(s ic )  c o l -  
l e g e  ." In  G. Cond ., $10 PP f o r  the  l o t .  

3540 Anthony A r t i s t i c  Ser ies -Cabine t - s ized  yellow mt. High F a l l s ,  
NY, "No. 119, Vessels load ing  coa l  a t  the  docks of the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson c a n a l ,  Rondout Creek." Nicely composed view of 
a number of s a i l i n g  v e s s e l s .  G .  Cond., $7 PP. 

3S41 Another----Orange mt. ,  Scenery of I thaca  & Vicin i ty ,  NY, "No. 
82, Looking out through the  en t rance  of Enf ie ld  Cave." Very 
a r t i s t i c  view w/the c e n t e r  i n t e r e s t ,  a w a t e r f a l l ,  VGC, $3PP. 

3S42 Another----"No. 45. Looking out of Tunnel. F a l l  Creek." Great 
sho t  looking i n t o  tunnel wla wood board roadbed over creek.  
I n  V.G. Cond., $3 PP. 

3S43 W.M. Chase, Balt imore.  Tinted orange mt. v i e v  of a steamship 
a t  the  dock. ~ o o d  cargo  s h i p  image. In G .  Cond., $6 PP. 
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~t THE CANTON ART INSTITUTE 
Cash donations of any amount are needed for general 
operating expenses * 

-Gifts of materials which are needed t o  enhance the 
collection are welcomed 

the Library your support 

Do not delay!! 

All donations are tax exempt 



EDITORIAL 

By John Waldsrnith 

You will find in this issue the first 
renewal notice for 1980 member- 
ship. T o  encourage early renewal we 
are offering a discount of $1.00. We 
figure we are saving that much by 
having our records up-dated now 
than later in 1980. It concerns us 
that we still have members "renew- 
ing" in September. This is a costly 
p rob lem which we h o p e  t o  
eliminate. Last year we made some 
needed improvements to  our mail- 
ing system. We contracted with a 
computer company to  compile our 
membership listings and to  generate 
our labels in Zip Code order. Also, 
we were granted a 3rd Class Bulk 
Mail Permit by the beloved U.S. 
Postal Service. This meant a 
tremendous savings in postage costs 
and time saved in sorting all of those 
envelopes. But a person renewing in 
September causes us to  have to  pay 
a fee to get their nanie re-programed 
into the computer, and added 
postage fees to  mail the back issues 
they have missed. We cannot put a 
price on the extra handling it re- 
quires. 

Therefore, we are offering a $1.00 
discount for members who renew 
before February 15, 1980. It is 
hoped this will solve this problem. 

*** 
As we reach the end of a most 

eventful year for the N.S.A., I 
would like to  thank those people 

who made the extra effort t o  pro- 
mote and further the objectives of 
the N.S.A. Much praise must go to 
our President, Brandt Rowles (you 
will find his letter elsewhere in this 
issue). Brandt inherited the position 
from our founder and first Presi- 
dent, Richard Russack, last year 
just before the Canton meeting. 
Specific goals and objectives were 
set at  that time and we are pleased 
with our success in meeting all of 
those goals and to  have had a con- 
sistent growth in 1979. 

A large portion of the heavy 
burden of operating the N.S.A. has 
been saddled o n  our secretary, John 
Weiler, who has brought to the 
N.S.A. a little of much needed 
organization. Last year we had 
some problems in handling the 
renewals because they were being 
processed slowly. John and I have 
developed a more realistic system 
for compiling this information and 
getting checks promptly deposited 
and recorded. T o  help John, we ask 
members to  please plainly print or 
type your renewal forms. Also, put 
classified ads and comments on a 
separate piece of paper. With 
several hundred pieces of mail arriv- 
ing each month, one can imagine the 
monumental sorting job which is re- 
quired to get the information to  the 
proper person. 

Another person deserving praise 

As we are going to press we have 
learned of an interesting series of 
short features showing halves of 
historical stereographs. The five 
minute spots are on the tail end of 
the current series being presented on 
"Masterpiece Theatre" which may 
be seen on your local Public Broad- 
casting television network. The 
short features are being taped by 
WCRH in Boston using stereo- 
g r a p h s  a n d  o t h e r  h is tor ica l  
photographs from the collection of 
Martin Sandler. Check your local 
listings for times in your area. 

is Linda Carter, our Contemporary 
Stereo Editor. Her "Newviews" 
column has received a considerable 
amount of favorable comment. Lin- 
d a  has  a n  excellent working 
knowledge of science and a marked 
artistic eye. She is constantly at 
work finding new information 
about stereoscopy as it is being used 
and developed today. 

Six times a year we get together 
for what we call the "Stuff-Stick- 
Sort" party. John, Linda, and 
myself are joined by Dave Huddle 
and his wife, Sandy, along with my 
parents who "get out the World. "It 
is hard to describe 1,000 9x12 
envelopes stuffed with Stereo 
Worlds. Our entire family room is 
filled to  overflowing with the activi- 
ty. It usually takes about four to 
five hours to get the Stereo Worla 
ready for mailing. We then drag the 
mail bags out to my car and my 
father's station wagon. The next 
morning we drive the 15 miles or so 
to the post office. This surely is a 
labor of love. My thanks to all who 
made it a great year for the N.S.A. 

***  
Don't forget! Mark your calen- 

dar! N.S.A. Photo Show '80 will be 
in Canton, Ohio, August 16 and 17, 
1980. *** 

Deadline for the next issue is 
December 1. 
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crossing Niagara on a wire. Turn the page for this view in stereo and William 
Brey's article about this daring man. (William Brey Collection). 



DAREDEVIL 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
William Brey and 
J.P.H. Webber 

Saturday, September 6, 1890, 
dawned bright and sunny encourag- 
ing the crowds to assemble early. 
Many rimmed the gorge overlook- 
ing the whirlpool while others 
secured a better vantage point by 
walking out on the railroad bridge 
to view the long-awaited event. Dix- 
on, the daring photographer, was 
going to cross Niagara on a wire! 

The seven-eighths inch wire cable, 
erected three years before by 
Stephen Peer, stretched over 900 
feet from Canada to  the United 
States, 180 feet above the fearsome 

rapids. The cable had been crossed 
only once by Peer whose body was 
found beneath it three days after his 
crossing. He reportedly had been 
cavorting on the wire at night while 
intoxicated and fell to his death. 

There were those present who 
remembered Blondin's daring walk 
over Niagara 30 years earlier that 
had brought him world-wide fame. 
His rope had been a hefty two in- 
ches in diameter, suspended only 70 
feet over a much calmer stretch of 
the river. 

Samuel John Dixon, the Toronto 
photographer, arose early, taking 
two seidlitz powders to calm his 
stomach. After a light breakfast he 
made arrangements to  have the wire 
properly guyed, and before noon 

visited the American side of the 
Falls where he ate a dozen raw 
oysters and fortified himself with a 
nip of brandy. Returning to the 
Canadian side he changed into 
yellow tights with a black silk waist- 
band, red silk socks and a black silk 
cap. Promptly at 3:30 he appeared 
before an  expectant crowd of 
several thousand. 

The slight, wiry man picked up 
his 30 pound balancing pole, shifted 
its 22% foot length to a comfortable 
position and stepped out onto the 
wire, carefully sliding one moccasin- 
ed foot in front of the other. His 
own graphic description of the 
crossing can hardly be bettered: 

"Now I had reached the testing 
point. I nerved myself as well as I 

"Dixon crossing Niagara on a 7-8 inch wire" by George Barker, 1890. Visible in the background of the stereo view are thc sand 
bags and guywires used to help steady the wire in the wind, and a large flag fluttering from the end of the cable. (William Brey 
Collection). 
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"Dixon crossing Niagara on a rope below the great cantilever bridge," No. 5409 by Underwood Rr Underwood. Daring Dixon, 
his feet in a hoop, performs on the wire at Niagara. Dixon crossed the wire twice-on Sept. 6, 1890, and again on  July 17, 
1891, just two months before his death on Oct. 2, 1891. (Richard C. Ryder Collection). 

could. I kept saying to  myself: 
'Steady now, Jack, steady now. 
You're going to d o  it all right, but 
steady.' And here I noticed that 
the guys which were to  steadv the 
center part of the rope were not 
working and that the cable was 
swaying in the wind. This of 
course somewhat unnerved me, 
but I soon steadied myself, being 
determined t o  5ucceed. The  
danger of this part of the journey, 

the great height above the water, 
the swaying o f  the rope and the 
full knowledge of my personal 
risk kept my wits a t  the highest 
tension. I had to  change my point 
of vision every moment o r  two. If 
I looked steadily at the rope for 
more than three seconds I would 
imagine that the rope like the 
rushing water, was moving in the 
same direction, and my senses 
\+.auld begin to  reel; but the mo- 

ment I changed my point of  vision 
and would look one  time a t  the 
bridge, another at my hand and 
another at the balancing pole, 
thus varying the center of  obser- 
vation, I was enabled to  resist the 
illusion. 

"So impressed was I with the 
gravity of the situation that I oc- 
cupied fully five minutes in cross- 
ing the 200 feet of  the center of 
the river. The  wire was swaying at 

"Stephen I'eer cro$5ing Niayarn lii\cr on n rope' '  h! an unkrio\\n photographer. Peer,  one of'teri dar.cclc\ j l f  t o  c rOs,  ~i~~~~~ on 
a wire and the only one to die there. (William Rrey Collection). 

5 



such a rate that I had to exercisc 
the greatest care, but when 1 was 
over the center and felt that the 
greate5t danger was passed my 
spirits rose steadily, and I had no 
difficulty in sitting on the rope 
and kneeling on it. 

"\!'hen I was fairly over the 
bank the hardest part of the walk 
inp occurred, as the guy ropes at 
this part were utterly useless and 
the cable shook in the wind more 
than the aspen. I got safely 
through and was heartily con- 
gratulated by those on  the 

American side. The first thing I 
did was to take a small infusion of 
eau de vie, with a little soda mixed 
therein. " 
After remaining on the American 

shore a few minutcs, he again ap- 
peared and walked out to the large 
American flag hanging I'rom the 
cable. Resting, he wrapped the Stars 
arid Stripes around himself. After a 
fc\v Inore tricks he returned to the 
American side and was carried in 
triumph in an open carriage to the 
Canadian side. There, he went out 
on the wire backward and when he 

Picture of I)iuon'\ head \ to~~r*  I I I  hlount Pleasant Cernetcr\, Toronto, taken bq 
S.B.H. \C'chhe~ of Oritario, Canada. Diuon'r \ignature and profile arc cngrnccd 
on the \lone. 

reached the British flag. sat down 
and folded i t  over his shoulders. 
This was followed by a brief exhibi- 
tion including the exceedinplv 
dangerous act of interlockinp his 
feet. Returning to safety, Ilixon was 
lioni7ed by the crowd, and his en- 
thusiastic friends took up a lilwrnl 
collection for him. 

Iliuon mas born in Nen York 
State, but n a j  rai\ed In the 
Georgian Rav area. This was the 
40th perforrnancc Ilr hat1 111;tJc ol 
hi\ mire-malking abilities since I I I \  
fir\[ exhibition 18 )car\ before. 1\11 

all-around athlete, he frequc~itl) 
ga le  little impron~ptu e.ihib~t~ons. 

O n  one occasion IIC  went 10 Ne\\ 
l 'ork City to \CC the cc lc l~r ;~~cd 
photographcr I ) ;~na.  I .cnrriirip Ire 
had just left to calclr tlrc boat to I'all 
Ki\.er, Dixon I~urric(l to the ~iicr and 

~anpp lnnh  \ \ a \  r;lr\cd ,tr l t l  thc I T O ; I ~  
r\\rlnp arorrntl \ \ ~ t l l  o111\ llrc .~cr I I  

Iinc attacl~ed to ~ I I C   lock. I ) I \ ~ ) I I  I ; I I I  

lo tlrc stcrlr ;111d ttallcd our o11 r l~c 
line in n n  a t l c ~ u p ~  to rc;rcl~ \Irorc. 
Illc crond \Itotrted lor him to p o  
I7ncb ant1 t \ \ o  polic.cr~lcn c\citcdl! 
attempted to get him olt' tlic rope. 
Pushed to the e d ~ e  of the \vh;~rf h y  
t he crowd, one ol' t he policer~~en fell 
in. 1)ixon calmly seated Ili~~l\elf ~ I I  

the rope and wailed for 1l1e rt. . i t tc '  to 
be completed. \!'hen thc I \ O I I ~ ' I I I , I I I  

hat1 been fi\hctl out, I>i\on lol,i 111,s 

people to stand hack ant1 ? I \  :. 11i11t  ; I  

chance to come oft l i l t ,  ropc. 
Pretending to lose hi. I ~ ; r l , ~ r l ~ ~ ~  1111; 

catching himself in tirric to keep 
frorn falling, Ilixon danced a ~ l ~ o r e .  
Everybodv but the two policemen 
enjoyed the performance. 

On Suly 17 the follo\ving year, 
I)i\on repcatcd his Niagara pcrfor- 
rnance hf:forc another \pcllljound 
at~dicncc. O n  the uny acre\. I I C  
\topped three time\, ; I I I ( I  \\he11 c\- 
ac~l! il l  t l ~ c  center. laid do\\ 11 O I I  111. 

Ixich ;lri(l a row agai~i.  l ie  ;11\o \;it 

do\\  rl \e\ era1 time\ ; I I I L I  i t1  ow 
\ \ i ~ l ~ o u t  any apparent dil'I'i~~1111\ ; I I I ~  

r c\urired h i \  perilorl\ \\;rlh. I Ic t i ~ d  n 
\\ hite ribbon aroirr~d I I ~ L *  (:enter ol' 
the cable as evidence of his feat for 
any skeptics not present. When he 
reached safety on the American side 
of the rapids a lusty cheer arose and 
he was borne away in triumph by his 
friends, many of whom were fellow 
members of the Photographers 



Association of America who were 
present for their Annual Conven- 
tion in Buffalo. 

A t  p r e v i o u s  C o n v e n t i o n s ,  
Dixon's photographic work had 
been singled out for considerable 
praise. In Cincinnati in 1884 he 
made a good showing of enameled 
pictures, and at  the St. Louis Con- 
vention two years later won a Silver 
medal for his portrait work. (While 
attending these Annual affairs and 
performing on the high wire, 
Dixon's wife efficiently ran their 
Toronto Studio with the help of 
their artist, Mr. Ward.) 

Dixon was a remarkable man 
physically. Not large or powerful, 
but a splendid specimen of his kind. 
He was of regular limbs and 
features, black hair and piercing 
eyes and quick as a flash in his 
movements. He could ride any 
horse, drive one or a team at 
breakneck pace, shoot birds, deer or 
bear like a born hunter, and was 
almost insanely fearless. 

He seemed to feel that what 
anyone else could do with years of 
practice he could do on the first try. 
Speed was his watchword and 
characteristic. His tastes changed as 
rapidly as his mind. At one time fast 
horses were his craze and he drove 
them at top speed. Then he took a 
notion that the work of shoeing 
horses was generally badly done and 
he started a scientific forge. Thus it 
was with everything, to think was to 
act . .  .and that was where the 
danger lay. 

Nervous excitement was what he 
should have guarded against, yet it 
was the one thing he courted. There 
were those who said his eye had 
been growing more excited, his con- 
versat ion m o r e  volat i le ,  his 
movements even more mercurial, 
and his resort to stimulants more 
than judicious. So convinced was a 
local newspaper that his life would 
end in a tragedy that during his 
rope-walk ing  e x h i b i t i o n s  a t  
Hanlan's Point a reporter was 
detailed to attend every one of his 12 
performances. But his death was not 
to be on the wire. 

In the late summer and fall of 
1891 he performed in Montreal, 
Peterboro and Whitby, where he 
walked the rope before the eyes of 
admiring thousands. 

He seemed to have been in great 
spirits in Whitby where to some he 

acted like a drunk or lunatic. Secur- 
ing some firecrackers, he spent an 
hour setting them off for the amuse- 
ment of a large crowd. Coming 
across a Salvation Army squad on a 
corner, he delightedly fired off a 
barrage under their feet creating a 
terrible racket. Constable McBrien 
attempted to restrain this frenzied 
outburst, but Dixon refused the re- 
quest and stated he did not care for 
all the policemen in Whitby and 
Toronto. Reporting the incident the 
following day the Whitby Chronicle 
observed " . . .Success has given him 
fame and this fame has unbalanced 
his head. . . ". 

His next scheduled engagement 
was a performance at  the Coll- 
ingwood Fair but, deciding to go 
hunting first, he told his friends, 
"I'm going up to Muskoka to shoot 
a bear. If I wait till we go up after 
deer with the dogs we won't get near 
a bear, and I want to shoot one this 
year." At Woods Lake in Muskoka 
he decided to swim to  a point of 
land about three-quarters of a mile 
away. Two farmers who were work- 
ing nearby and who had been watch- 
ing his proceedings thought it would 
be wise to send a boy in a boat after 
him. The boy stated that just as he 
was almost within reach of Dixon, 
the swimmer was suddenly seized 
with a cramp. His head canted for- 
ward, burying his face in the water. 
Dixon drowned almost under the 
youth's hand. 

From an early hour in the morn- 
ing of October 6 until 2 o'clock in 
the afternoon, a constant stream of 
citizens passed through Dixon's 
studio, on the corner of King and 
Yonge Streets, to pay their last 
respects. By noon there were almost 
as many people crowded in the 
street as had witnessed some of his 
daring feats, attesting to the general 
interest in. his sad fate. 

At 2:30 the large cortege proceed- 
ed to Mount Pleasant Cemetery 
where the Reverend Dr. Wild con- 
ducted the impressive ceremonies. 
Among the pallbearers were 
members of the Hunt Club and the 
Photographers Association. 

Ironically, fate had intervened to 
rob Dixon of the world-wide fame 
he sought. A short time before his 
death he had signed a contract with 
a French Manager for performances 
in Paris and Brussels during the 
summer of 1892. 



FREE § 

Ry Stephen R. Best 

This article is a written presenta- 
tion of  a short seminar on  Free Vi- 
sion given at  the 1979 Photo  Show 
in Canton, Ohio, on  August 12. 

A simple exercise will help t o  
determine if a n  individual is likely t o  
be able to  achieve free vision. Ex- 
tend your arms full length in front 
of  you with your forefingers 

touching.  Now line u p  your  
touching fingers with a distant point 
and look at  this distant point. You 
should then see a "little weiner" 
made up  of the tips of each finger in 
between your touching forefingers 
(see figure 1). If you can see the 
weiner, there is n o  reason why you 
cannot use free vision. 

1 am going t o  describe two 
methods of using free vison: parallel 

fusion and crossed fusion. Parallel 
f u s i o n  is  used f o r  viewing 
stereoscopic view cards. Crossed fu- 
sion is used for viewing the occa- 
sional stereo view card where the 
two sides have been accidentally 
switched - a pseudo stereo view - or  
when viewing large stereo presenta- 
t i o n s  s u c h  a s  s t e r e o  view 
enlargements o r  stereoscopic paint- 
ings. 

Figure 1 
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Figure 2 

Figure 3 



An accomplished free vision 
viewer will simply pick up  a 
stereoview and free vision view it. 
For those not experienced in parallel 
fusion there are two simple tech- 
niques tha t  may  be helpful. 
Remember the exercise above with 
your forefingers? Use a stereoview 
instead of your fingers but hold the 
card at  a distance comfortable for 
vision. Look just above the card at a 
distant point. If done properly the 
two halves of the stereo card will 
become three images, the center 
view will be in stereo. As this 
becomes easier t o  see, over time, the 
left and right side images will be less 
and less noticeable. This is free vi- 
sion (see figure 2). 

Alternatively, hold the stereo 
view next t o  your face with your 
nose on  the dividing line between 
the images. Each eye will now be 
seeing a separate image, but they 
will be out of focus. Slowly move 
the card out to  a distance where the 
visual clarity will be best - don't 
blink your eyes o r  shift where you 

are looking in this process and you 
may well achieve free vision. 
Remember that sufficient practice 
may be all you need to  make one of 
these two techniques work for you. 

It must be noted that some stereo 
views are too wide for easy free vi- 
sion. I can free vision most of the 
views in Stereo World and 99 per- 
cent of the stereo cards I run across. 
Some are just too wide to  merge in 
free vision. Tilting the card slightly 
front to  back will reduce the width 
and permit free vision but this is not 
too satisfactory as it leads to  some 
distortion of the stereo image. Some 
individuals have closer set eyes 
which may reduce the size of the 
stereo card that can be viewed with 
free vision. Try viewing smaller 
reproductions of stereo views which 
are sometimes printed in books on 
stereo. Some success with smaller 
v i e w s  m a y  l e a d  t o  l a r g e r  
capabilities. 

Now, if you run across a pseudo- 
stereo card and you don't want to 
cut it in half and rearrange the im- 

ages, you can use crossed fusion. 
Hold the card at  a comfortable 
distance for viewing but focus at a 
closer distance. You might position 
a finger several inches from your 
face as a point to  focus on, moving 
your finger forward and backward 
until you find a point where your 
right eye is in line with the left image 
and your left eye is in line with the 
right image - this should yield 
crossed fusion free vision (see figure 
3). Alternatively, cut a small rec- 
tangular hole out of cardboard 
-perhaps l !h inches wide by 2 inches 
high and look through this "gate" 
positioned about the way you did 
your finger in the previous exercise. 
This will cut out the surplus side im- 
ages. You can also make a "gate" 
with your two hands extended. See 
figure 4 for the cardboard gate 
method. 

Drop me a postcard at 6943 
Amherst Ave., University City, Mo. 
63130 if anv of these techniques 
enable you t o  achieve, at last, that 
great blessing of free vision. I truly 
believe that free vision enhances the 
enjoyment of stereoscopy by 1000 
percent. Good luck in achieving free 
vision. 

Figure 4 



Again this year at the N.S.A. 
Photo Show '79 at Canton, Ohio, 
we had an outstanding competitive 
exhibi t  o f  s t e r e o g r a p h s  a n d  
stereoscopes from member collec- 
tions. The Best Stereoscope award 
was given to  Brandt Rowles of Nor- 
wich, N.Y. for his ornate walnut 
table model stereoscope. The Best 
of Show and Best Stereographs went 
to  Gordon D. Hoffman for his 
"The Balloon Ascension" views 
which tied for first place with his 
"Famous Personalities of the 19th 
Century." The five judges broke 
the tie after several minutes of re- 
examination. Listed here are the en- 
tries. * indicates that the entry was 
selected Rest in Category. Our 
thanks to  this years judges: Cliff 
Krainik, Larry Moskovitz, Russell 
Norton, Richard Russack and Paul 
Wing, Jr .  
Views of a City, State or Region in 
the United States. 

Buffalo Harbor Views 
Views of New York City 
Atlanta-Twenty Years After 

* Cleveland, Ohio-John 
Waldsmith,  Columbus,  Ohio  

Views of Famous Personalities. 
William McKinley 

* Famous Personalities of the 19th 
Century .-Gordon D. Hoffman, 
Green Lake, Wisc. 

Transportation Views (Land, Sea, 
or Air). 

Mt. Washington Railroad.-The 
Engines 

* The Balloon Ascension.-Gordon 
D. H o f f m a n ,  Green  Lake ,  
Wisconsin. 

Ethnic and Racial Groups. 
Chinese in San Francisco 

* T o  Dance for the Sun: The Indian 
Stereographs of N.A. Forsyth, 
1907- 1908 .-Pamela Holcomb 
Oestreicher, Mason, MI. 

Occupational Views 
North America at Work 
Hydraulic Mining 

* The Emergence of the Factory 
System: 1865-1 880.-Richard 
Oestreicher, Mason, MI. 
Cotton Mill 

Fairs and Expositions 
* Views of the International Exhibi- 

tion of 1876.-Brian Harrison, 
Wappinger Falls, N.Y. 

Views by a Particular Photographer 
or Publisher 

Views by J .  Loffler of Staten 
Island 
Early Californians Confront the 
"Big Trees," Mammoth Tree 
Views by Thomas Houseworth & 
Co. 
San Francisco, One Hundred 
Years Ago-As Recorded by 
Thomas Houseworth & Co. 
Charles Waldack Magnesium 
Light Views in Mammoth Cave 

* Char les  Wei t f le ' s  C o l o r a d o  
Towns.-John Waldsmith, Co- 
l u m b u s ,  O h i o .  
Photographic Techniques-Suc- 
cessful and Otherwise (Weller) 

Military Views 
* Ships, Supplies and the Union 

Navy.-Gordon D. Hoffman,  
Green Lake, Wisc. 

Foreign Views 
* Les Pyrenees par E. 

Lamy.-Brandt Rowles, Nor- 
wich, N.Y. Temples and Tombs 
of Egypt. 

Comics and Sentimentals 
* Santa Santa!!.-Brandt Rowles, 

Norwich, N.Y. 
Children 
The Evolution of Three Stereo 
Views 

Surveys and Expeditions 
* Darien Expedition-Pinogana on 

u s  

* L o c k w o o d - S m a l l  T o w n  
P h o t o g r a p h e r . - G o r d o n  D .  
Hoffman, Green Lake, Wisc. 

Historic Events 
* President Garfield's Funeral.- 

J o h n  Waldsmith ,  Columbus,  
Ohio. 

Quality of Life 
* Early California Tourism.-Louis 

Smaus, Los Altos, CA. 
Costumes of the World 

Views by a Member of the N.S.A. 
Death Valley Days, 1978 
All the World's a Stage 

* Girls of the 1960s.-Norman B. 
Patterson, Wesleyville, PA. 
Images of Hampton Court 
The New River Gorge Bridge 
Travel Air D4D Returns Home 
(Wichita, Kansas) 1929 Model 

Open Category 
* Butterflies and Moths.-Margaret 

Bartlett, Washington, D.C. 
~ 6 j a  VU? 
Astronomy 

Stereoscopes 
Table Models 

Keystone Opthalmologist Table 
Model Stereoscope 
Pont ioscope-Stereographoscope 

* Ornate  Walnut Table Model 
Stereoscope.-Brandt Rowles, 
Norwich, N.Y. 

Steve Best, Linda Carter and with his back turned Rrandt Rowles at Photo Show 
'79 a t  Canton, Ohio. Photographed by Paul Fisher of Plex\antville, N.J.  
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