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LEON JACOBSON 
Antique Photographica 

Phone orders held 5 davs for receipt of pavmcnt. 

HlLDE & LEON JACOBSON I'l-cinipt refund on sold items. 10 dav unconditional 

161 GENESEE PARK DRIVE 
rclund privilcgc. Include shipping costb (where required) 
& N.Y. State \ale\ tax (il residcnt). 

SYRACUSE. N.Y. 13224. (315) 446-8345 
ADDITIONAL. ITEMS ARE AVAIl.AR1.E. 

I.ET US KNOW YOUR WANTS. 

OUR ASSOCIATES IN ENGLWD, KEN AND JENNY JACOBSON, SPECIALIZE IN lgPH CENTURY PHOTOGRAPHS AS WELL AS STEREO VIEWS. THGI APX LOCATED ONE HrJJR 
BY TRAIN FROM LONDON AND, BY APPOINTMEW (PHONE OR LFTPER), CAN MEET IWWESTEII PARTIES UPON REASONRBLE NOTICE. THEY CAN BE COWACTED AT: 
" S ~ C U l T S " ,  PETCHES BRINE, GRWT BARDFIELD, BRAIWTRIE, ESSEX CM7, 4&N, ENGJAND. PHONE (0371) 81-0566. 

231 Breweter Viewer - A very lovely  viewer of polished bi rds-  
eye hardwood i n  a dark f ln i sh .  "Opera Glass" focusing. 
Lens tubes  and support a r e  polished brass.  Eye cups of 
polished hardwood. Sides of flowing curves. I n  V. G. 
Cond., restored, $140 plus $3 ship. 

252 Holmes-Bates Viewer - Alumin- Hood, no maker's name. 
I n  Exc. Cond., cmple t e ,  $23 pp. i n  U. S. 

2S3 An mts tanding glasa view shoving a stone bridge and 
stream i n  t h e  Bois de Boulogne outside Paris.  A very 
beau t i fu l  view i n  V. G. Cond., $20 pp. 

254 Geneva - A beau t i fu l  glass view of t h e  I l e  Jean Jacques 
Rousseau with t h e  c i t y  behind. I n  Exc. Cond., image by 
G r i l l e t  of Naples, $15 pp. 

2S5 Fe r r i e r ,  Soul ier  and Levy - A lovely  i n t e r i o r  1888 view 
of t h e  Vatican Library (NO. 3),  i n  Exc. Cond.,%pp. 

2S6 A lovely glass i n t e r i o r  view of t h e  Vatican Library 
(No. 5).  Probably by Fe r r i e r  and Soulier.  I n  Exc. Cond., 
$12 PP. 

2S7 Rome - A good glass view showing t h e  i n t e r i o r  of a Roman 
palace by Leon and Levy. In  Exc. Cond., $9 pp. 

258 Langeheim - The 1859 l abe l ;  American Stereoscopic Co., 
Langeheim Lord and Co. - Three Views: Washington's 
Headquarters, Newburgh, N. Y. (one edge s l i g h t l y  skived), 
Niagara-Suspension Bridge and Monteagle House (one edge 
cut  i n t o  view (by Beckers viewer), and Niagara Suspen- 
s ion Bridge (one edge cut  i n t o  card only). Views are 
strong images, no fading and a r e  i n  V. G. Cond., except 
t h e  above. $10 pp. f o r  t h e  lo t .  

2S9 Sleepy Hollcu - The home of Washington I rving 's  Headless 
horseman. A London Stereoscopic Co., (cream mt. of a 
pond and dam), In  G. Cond., $10 pp. 

2S10 Another View near Cold Springs on t h e  Hudson. View of 
man a t  edge of stream. In  G. Cond., $9 pp. 

2 S l l  Another View - "Garrison Ferry, West Point". An ea r ly  
cream mt. of t h e  dock and ferry ,  "West Point". c. 1860, 
in G. Cond., some mount d iscolorat ion,  $12 pp. 

2512 Anthony-Early yellow mt. with revenue stamp on back. 
Cal i fornia  No. 1, t h e  Yosemite Valley. The f i r s t  of t h i s  
ser ies .  In  G. Cond., some foxing, $10 pp. 

2513 Another - Bridge o f  Signs, Venice, No. 1799. I n  G. Cond., 
$4 PP. 

2 ~ 1 4  Another - Washington City se r i e s ,  No. 1993, U. S. Trea- 
sury Bldgs, Nice view with b u l l e t i n  post i n  Foreground. 
In  G. Cond., $4 pp. 

2S15 Another - No. 2986, White ~ o s u s e ( s i c ) ,  Front View. 
I n  G. Cond., $5 pp. 

2516 Watkins Pac i f i c  Railroad, S. F. No. 324, Shoshone Indians. 
A deser t  scene with t h e  Indians seated, heads down, 
among t h e  mosquite with t h e i r  blankets.  In  Exc. Cond., 
$30 PP- 

2Sl7 Another - "The Yosemite Valley, from t h e  Mariposa Tra i l ,  
No. ~ 3 6 " .  Nicely composed view of t h e  mountains viewed 
through t h e  t r ee s .  In  G. Cond., one corner bent, $10 pp. 

2S18 Another - No. 80, "Prospect H i l l  f r w  Camp 21-75 miles from 
Sacr~nento" .  A view of a gold mining camp. I n  Exc. Cond., 
$20 PP. 

2S19 Wheeler Survey. "Mohaves Caught Napping". Military 
member of survey team looks over 3 sleeping semi-nude 
savages. A yellow cabinet s i ze  view, pub. by Anthony. 
I n  G. Cond., $30 pp. 

2S20 Muybridge - Valley of t h e  Yosemite. mb. by Bradley and 
Rulofson. A yellow mt. scenic. In  G. Cond., one edge 
trimmed s l igh t ly ,  $4 pp. 

2 ~ 2 1  NO. 1120, "Trainer Horses, cos t e l lo ' s  Circus, Sacremento". 
Yellow mt. Soule, Boston, 1870. Taken outs ide  t h e  Big 
Top of t h e  performing horses. In  G. Cond., $6 pp. 

2 S n  W. H. Jackson, Hayden Survey, 1811. "Our Horses i n  Camp 
Resting", Penned on back. An especia l ly  nice  yellow 
imperial m t .  view i n  Exc. Cond., $20 pp. 

2523 Chinese Woman - A cabinet s h e d  view o f  a Chinese woman 
with bound f ee t ;  in t r ad i t i ona l  costume, poses next t o  
an opium pipe on a table .  In F. Cond., but with great  
content, $5 pp. 

2824 "12014 - A Chinese Saw M i l l ,  Peking, China". Curved 
grey-mt. Keystone view. Two coolies cut log, lengthwise, 
with bow saw. In  V. G. Cond., $3 pp. 

2S25 "Who Killed Dat Chicken" - An outstanding orange mt. 
cabinet view of a black "marmqy" looking a t  a dead chicken 
ly ing i n  f ron t  of her  outdoor washtub. m i c a 1  negro 
putdown of t h a t  era,  but genre i n  content. By Havens, 
Savannah, Ga. In  Exc. Cond., $15 pp. 

2826 "5009 Waiting fo'de end man." Seven negro boys on a 
mule. An E. C. White gray, curved m t .  i n  V. G. Cond., 
$3 PP. 

2827 Negro Children. A group of children pose, fo r  what 
appears t o  be  a school po r t r a i t .  Imperial gray m t .  
St.  Augustine, Florida. In G. Cond., $3 pp. 

2828 "Cotton Yard a t  C. R. R.", A cabinet m t .  by Wilson, 
Savannah, Ga. In  V. G. Cond., $4 pp. 

2529 Wrecked Steamer Champlain. A s e t  of 3 yellow cabinet 
s i z e  views of t h e  beached side-wheeler. Two a r e  close-ups 
with great  de t a i l .  Balloxin of Keeseville, N. Y. I n  
Exc. Cond., $20 pp. f o r  t h e  l o t .  

2530 Ferryboat and sa i lboat  under f u l l  s a i l  a t  Quebec City. 
The Ci tadel  can be  seen i n  t h e  background. Nice compo- 
s i t i on .  Orange m t .  view by L. P. Vallee, Quebec, i n  
V. G. Cond., $12 pp. 

2531 Sai l ing Vessels - A g r m t  view of t a l l  ships moored a t  
a long wharf. Sign i n  view reads, "Georgetom, Bull 
Creek, S. C.; Merchants Line---". Orange m t .  pub. by 
Northrop, New Haven. I n  G. Cond., $8 pp. 

2532 Fulton Ferry, New York City. A orange m t .  view of a 
loaded f e r ry  boat coming i n t o  dock. In  G. Cond., $5 pp. 

2533 "President Mc Kinley a t  t h e  head of t h e  council table ,  
Cabinet Room, White ~ouse" .  A U. and U. gray curved 
mt. view, No. 4%1, i n  v. G. Cond, $4 pp. 

2534 "President G m t  a t  h i s  Cottage by t h e  Sea", An orange 
m t .  view by Pach, N. Y., c. 1872. Good outdoor photo 
of Grant i n  h i s  t op  hat  with h i s  wife and son. In  G. 
Cond., some foxing, $5 pp. 

2835 No. 13424, "Burying F i l i p ino  Soldiers  a f t e r  t he  Bat t le  
of Malolos, P. I.". A t an  curved m t .  Kilburn, 1899. 
Gruesome m i a l  Scene. In G. Cond., $3 pp. 



Russell Norton 

Five day return privilege, postage extra. US 1st class: 1 
vu = 75Q, 2-3 = $1, 4-5 = $1.25, larger orders = post + 75Q 
packing. 

1. E. ANTHONY Instantaneous 108 Steamtugs & sloop 
under rapid headway, NY. 1860 copyright on front. 
Exc. $20 

2. --- Instantaneous 202 Broadway fm Barnum Museum. 
Busy St. 1859 copyright on front, Exc. $20 

3. --- Instantaneous 291 Broadway fm Barnum,Museum 
look. N, busy st., ivory mt, Exc. $18 

4. E&HT ANTHONY FB Gage photo 193 Maple Sugar 
making in Vt, ivory pink mt, tax stamp, Exc. $12 

5. --- 6367 on Hudson look E fm Marble Quarry, dark- 
tent & wheelbarrow, bottles in fore, yellow mt, Exc. 

$12 
6. BEACH PNEUMATIC TUNNEL under Broadway 

NYC by artificial light, Rockwood & Co. photo. 
Car & open door, VG-E $60 

7. COMIC SET 4 U&U vus, 1901. Dad puts on devil suit 
for Masquerade, Daughters beau swears he'd fight 
devils, Dad appears, beau hides, great unusual 
group, E $20 

8. --- 6 U&U vus 7893-98, 1906. John at desk on tele to 
wife, learns mother-in-law is leaving town, great 
close facial expressions, classic, Exc. $24 

9. --- 3 U&U vus 7905-7, 1906. Trying to court 2 girls, & 
unhappy result, double exposed 2 heads, Exc. $12 

10. --- 8 Doctor & Chorus Girl vu set 2471-78, rubber 
stamp JH Ormsby on rear. Dr's wife; girl in trunk. 
E $25 

11. CONTEMPORARY SET Stereo Photos by Charles 
Swedlund in box, 1973. 15 experimental vus mostly 
nudes in ghost effect, facing 2 directions, etc. 
Exc. $30 

12. CRYSTAL PALACE ca 1857 issue thin gray mt, ex- 
tensive printed back, prob by TR Williams. 11 
Telescope Gallery, London Stereo Stamp, Exc. $15 

13. --- as above 42 Mixed Fabrics Court, Exc. $15 
14. DIABLE TISSUE, BK Reveillon chez Satan, a party. 

First rate tint & near mint, super. $15 
15. --- 13 Cabinet detude de Satan, devils study. First rate 

tint & near mint, super. $15 
16. --- 66 Banquet Infernal, feast. As above, super. $15 
17. DISASTER Boston Fire. Unusual 2 sided combo 

before-after vu ads Shreve Crump & Low store. In- 
terior new Bronze dept, cab size. Exc. $20 

18. --- as above, Interior new Silver Ware dept, Exc. $18 
19. ---Key 2241 Remains Transfer Boat Henry Sackman, E 

St Louis, I11 27 May 1896. Close, rare. Exc. $20 
20. --- New Richmond, Wisc Tornado 12 June 1899. Key 

9663 M.E. Church, crushed, scattered. Exc. $7.5 
21. --- as above 9666 Main St Bank, Exc. $7.5 
22. --- as above 9668 devastation &crowd, Exc. $7.5 
23. Slocum Disaster NYC. HC White 8402 all that was left 

of the boat which carried over 1000 to destruction, 
1904. Close bow burned sidewheeler, rare. Exc. $35 

24. --- Uniontown, Ky Flood 1898. Key 9045 Landing 
Steamer passengers in row boats down street. VG 

$8 

25. GREAT EASTERN ivory mt ornate back with seal, 
Scene on Deck after the Explosion. Shows crum- 
pled smoke stack, crew. (London Stereo Co  series). 
VG. $50 

P.O. Box 1070 
New Haven, CT 06504 
(203) 562-7800 STEREO 
26. INDIAN USGS Territories W H  Jackson photo 144 

Bannock on horse. Cab size, Anthony Rocky Mtn 
series. Exc. $30 

27. --- (Forsyth?) 907 Group Sac-Fox nr Mont our, Iowa. 
Unusual vu, mom kids brush roof shelter, Exc. $8 

29. --- Hamilton & Hoyt 120 young brave, bow in studio, 
VG $20 

30. --- O P  Havens 121 Group Cheyenne & Arapahoe in 
costume confined in Ft Marion Fla. Cab size 13 
hostiles, VG $20 

31. --- Key 23347 Warriors Council, 4 with pipe, shields, 
staff, feathers, bow. Close, unusual. Exc. $8 

32. --- Wheeler Survey 1871 T H  O'Sullivan photo 5. Two 
Mojave braves close. VG + $35 

33. --- Wheeler Survey 1873 T H  O'Sullivan photo 16. 
Zuni pueblo, NM interior. Exc. $25 

34. --- as above 19 Zuni braves in pueblo, Exc. $35 
35. --- as above 20 Zuni War Chief, rifle. Exc. $45 
36. --- as above 26 weaving blankets Canon de Chelle, 

VG + $35 
37. --- as above 27 Navajo squaw & child, Cannon de 

Chelle, VG + $35 
38. --- as above 28 Navajo squaw & boys with bows. VG 

$30 
39. --- as above 33 Apaches armed for war (3), G-VG $35 
40. --- as above but 1874, 39 Ute squaw, N. NM. G-VG 

$25 
41. --- NJ Trenham, Souix Camp Lake Winona Minn. Oct 

1876. Shows '/z doz tepees in snowy woods, k i d -  
dist, Exc. $20 

42. --- Zimmerman 497 Chippewa deer hunt on snow 
shoes, good content, 2 braves, rifle, snow shoes 
Exc. 

$35 
43. PHOTOGRAPHIC Woodward 2807 Oil Regions of 

Penn. Rigs in back, photo flatboat fore. Sign 
"Photographic Views, Oil Creek Artist" poss. 
Mather, Exc. $35 

44. PRESIDENTIAL Harding driving last spike on 
Alaskan RR at Tanana River, photographer in fore, 
Key 18591 E S 15 

45. --- McKinley boarding cutter at unveiling of Grant 
statue April 1899. C H  Graves Univ Photo Art 3736, 
VG $4 

46. --- McKinley U&U 1901. Miner's daughter photo- 
graphing the Pres, Arizona, tan mt. Exc. $12 

47. --- Roosevelt as Ex-pres in campaign 1912. Key 11957 
riding in back open limo. Exc. $10 

48. --- Roosevelt reviewing parade La Purchase Expo, Kil- 
burn 16301, near vu standing in top hat, 1905. Exc. 

$9 
49. --- Roosevelt as Col in Rough Riders, 1898 Strohmeyer 

& Wyman shows TR mounted, near. Exc. $6 
50. --- Roosevelt as Rough Rider with Davis, Bonsall & 

Maj. Dunn. Strohmeyer & Wyman, 1898. Exc. 
$5 

51. --- Roosevelt, 1903. U&U close vu on horse in front 
train, ready to enter Yellowstone, Bully vu. VG $6 

52. --- Roosevelt, 1905. U&U 7660 riding into bear coun- 
try Colo. dogs, Pres party. Exc. $10 

53. --- candidate Judge Parker at home, 1904 U&U, Exc. 
$12 



Photo Show '79 at Canton \ \ i t \  

another exciting event. We h;ld a 
number of visitors say that this was 
the best N.S.A. show to  date, some 
even felt this was the best photo 
show they had attended. Our  thanks 
to  those who attended and especially 
those persons who worked in the 
operation of the show. At the 
N.S. A. board meeting, the directors 
decided that the show has grown too 
large for just a few people to  
shoulder all of the planning and ac- 
tual work. Next year we will ask for 
volunteers a n d  we hope  o u r  
members will come t o  the support of 
the N.S.A. and the show. Already 
we are planning next year's auction 
sale. This year's sale grossed nearly 
$10,000, making i t  the largest auc- 
tion ever held in conjunction with a 
photo show. A study is being made 
to see how we may conduct a sym- 
posium at the 1980 show. Also, a 
3-D film festival is in the planning 
stages. 

After considerable discussion, the 
N.S.A. board members decided that 
in 1980 the dues must be raised. In- 
flation has been a major problem. 
We have not raised the dues since 
the beginning in 1974. Since then, 
the N.S.A. has grown from just 
over 100 members to  a worldwide 
membership of just short of 1,000. 
The Stereo World has also grown 
from the first 16 page issue. The  
new dues will be $12, mailed by 
third class, and $16, mailed first 
class. The International Air Mail 
rate will increase to  $28. Production 
costs have forced us to  also raise the 
full page advertising rate to  $45. All 
members will still receive their 100 

'words of free classified advertising. 
Next year the N.S.A. Photo  Show 

'80 will be August 16 and 17. By set- 
ting the date early we hope it will 
allow members to  better plan their 
vacation times so  that they may at- 
tend. We look forward to  seeing you 
at Canton next year. 

*** 
Running an  organization of this 

type is often very frustrating and 
often we need help. We would like 
to  hear from N.S.A. members who 
may be willing to  volunteer their 
knowledge in the fields of finance, 
taxes, and business organizing. 
Please write to  us at P.O. Box 
14801, Columbus, Ohio 43214 if 
you feel you have skills which may 
assist the N.S.A. 

EDITORIAL 

We are pleased to  announce that 
the N.S.A. is well into the produc- 
tion of a book on the famed Califor- 
nia stereo photographic publishing 
firm of Lawrence & Houseworth. 
The project is being led by Peter 
Palmquist, the author of the C.I.. 
Weed article in this issue. The basic 
research has been completed survey- 
ing the  development  of the  
Lawrence Rr Hou~ewor th  firm, the 
subteqrient rise of the Thomas 
Houseworth Company and the con- 
nections these firms had with the 
famous California photographers 
Hart ,  b'atkins and Muybridge. We 
need additional information, im- 
ages, ephemera, etc. concerning 
the two companies. All involved f'eel 
that this is the most important pro- 
ject in photographic historical 
research in recent years. The  
Houseworth book will set the pat- 
tern for future studies into the 
photographic work of other major 
photographers and publishers. Your 
support is vital at this time. 

***  
As we were going to  press with the 

last issue, the N.S.A. received per- 
mission to  go forward with the 
l imi t ed  p r i n t i n g  o f  N o r m a n  
Rockwell's "The Sphinx." An ad 
was hastily prepared and we have 
been pleased with the response from 
members who have sent checks in 
support of the N.S.A.'s Holmes 
Library at Canton,  Ohio. Last 
spring we approached the Curtis 
Publishing Company in hopes of 
purchasing copies of the early Satur- 
day Evening Post cover. We were 
told that the cover had never been 
legally reproduced though a poor 
pirated copy was made a few years 
ago to  sell to  persons making 
decoupage plaques. A call to  the 
Rockwell hluseum brought the in- 

formation that the original painting 
was destroyed in a trapic fire in the 
19405. All that has survived is a 
crude pencil tketch which is in a 
private collection. Curtis Publishing 
said i t  would bc necessarv for 
us to print our own i fwe  could find 
an original cover and receive per- 
mission from the Curtis Roard of 
T'ructees. Ye\, every reprint must be 
approved by their Board. And there 
would he a fee for the rights to make 
the prints. 

We located an original cop!. of 
the f:ebruary 22. 1922, icsue of 
Snttrrduy f:'v~nina Povt and after 
some delay received permission to 
print a limited edition of only 500. 
The prints are not to be sold but are to 
be given to members and friends of 
N.S.A. who donate $20 or more to 
the N.S.A. 1-lolmes Library. The 
four color plates were prepared bv 
Krciber Graphics here in Colirmbus 
using the most modern scanning 
equipment. Every detail is true to 
the original. The printing was done 
by Art Litho of Columbus and I 
personally supervised the job and 
the final selection of the 5 0  copies. 
All extras were destroyed as per the 
instructions set forth by Curtis 
Publishing. 

There will be no  more printings. 
If you would like a numbered copy 
of this famous painting by Norman 
Rockwell, please d o  not delay. 
Make your donation checks payable 
to  "National Stereoscopic Associa- 
tion." The N.S.A. and the Oliver 
Wendel l  Ho lmes  Stereoscopic 
Research Library are non-profit, 
federally tax-exempt and you may 
take your donation as a tax deduc- 
tion. "The Sphinx" is our way of 
saying thanks for your support. 

*** 
Deadline for the next issue is 

October 9. 
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COVER: The Robert H .  Vance daguerrean gallery in San Francisco where C.L. 
Weed exhibited his Yosemite views. Weed owned (or at  least controlled) this 
establishment from 1861 until about 1863. This photo is the right half of a stereo 
made by C.L. Weed in 1859. It was published by E. Anthony as No. 53 "Mont- 
gomery Street, San Francisco." Turn the page for Peter E. Palmquist's article 
about the pioneering C.L. Weed. (Robert Weinstein Collection). 



Charles Leander Weed 

By Peter E. Palmquist made the "first ever" photographs 
Not only did Charics Leander of Yosemite, during the summer of 

Weed produce the earliest stereo- 1859, he preceeded California's 
graphs of California's fabulously most widely acclaimed landscape 
scenic Yosemite Valley, but he may photographer Carleton E. Watkins 
well have been the very first to by nearly two years. Likewise, it was 
employ the collodion wet-plate Weed's not Watkins', landscape ar- 
procedure for stereograph produc- tistry which was the first to win an 
tion in the Far West. When Weed International award for California 

" I he \'o-Senllrc \ 'all~!," N o .  I I?! ( ' . I . .  \\cccl, p t ~ t ~ l ~ ~ l l e c l  11) I.cl\\a~cl ..lnrllorr!~. ( I . o u i \  I I .  Sri~;rr~\ Collection) 



L 
"Nevada Fall. with the South Dome and Valley," No. 6 by C.L. Weed, published by Edward Anthony. ( L U U I ~  n.  Smaus Col- 
lection) 

landscape photography. A photo- of common and uncommon set- Details of Weed's early life are 
graphic pioneer in the very best tings-places as diverse as Singa- sparse. However, it has been sug- 
tradition, Weed produced images pore and Hawaii in addition to his gested that he may have been 
for nearly 40 years in a wide range remarkable exploits in California. photographically active as early as 

-----?-% Jr 

"Yo-Sern~te Fall," No. I I by C.L. Weed, published by Edward Anthony. (Louis H. Smaus Collection) 



1850. By 1854 he was a daguerrean 
ope ra to r  in t h e  Sac ramen to ,  
California area. H e  served in this 
capacity for George W. Watson 
over a period of several years before 
becoming allied with California's 
most successful and influencial 
gallery operator, Robert H.  Vance. 
This liaison was t o  prove very fruit- 
ful for Weed's subsequent involve- 
ment in landscape photography. 

Weed became Vance's junior 
par tner  a n d  manager  of the  
Sacramento branch of Vance's 
gallery (Vance had a much larger 
establishment in San Francisco). 
Among other good business prac- 
tices, Vance had a well-established 
reputation for being the first to in- 
troduce new photographic pro- 
cedures and techniques to the 
California market. His advertising 
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An engraving in Hutchings' California Magazine taken from Weed's 1859 views 
of Yosemite. (Courtesy, Bancroft Library) 

rhetoric was well-characterized h! 
banner headlines, such a? ' 'WE 
C H A L L E N G E  T H E  
W O R L D  . . .  A L W A Y S  
SOMETHING NEW!" 

Although the wet-plate technique 
had been employed in California as 
early as 1855, little effort had been 
made to use the process in a rural 
s e t t ing -espec ia l ly  l a n d s c a p e  
studies. Vance invested in a large 
(about 11 x 14 inches) wet-plate 
camera, and Weed's duties were 
changed to  include traveling or 
"outside" photography utilizing 
this equipment. It was a good 
choice. 

In October 1858, Weed traveled 
up the Middle Fork of the American 
River to photograph river mining 
scenes. Some twenty, large wet-plate 
negatives were made and subse- 
quently printed on "salted" paper. 
An exhibition of these works in San 
Francisco was well received as 
shown by comments such as: 
" . . .(these views) would almost be a 
substitute for a visit t o  the places 
themselves." Another admirer of 
Weed's landscape photography was 
the editor of Hutchings' California 
Magazine, James M. Hutchings. In 
June 1859, Weed accompanied Hut- 
chings to  Yosemite. Mary V. Hood, 
a chronicler of Weed's activities in 
Yosemite, explains: 

In 1859, Messrs. Hite & Beardsley 
opened the first two-story hotel in 
Yosemite. T o  publicize this ven- 
ture they invited James M. Hut- 
chings to bring a party of friends 
for the grand opening. He  was to 
obtain copy for a series of articles 
i n  H u t c h i n g s '  C a l i f o r n i a  
Magazine. Also, as part of the 
promotion, Robert Vance of San 
Francisco sent his associate, 
Charles L. Weed, to take a 
"Y osemite Panorama." These 
10" x 14" photographs were to be 
added to the firm's stock and to 
provide a basis for the very 
faithful engravings by Thomas 
Armstrong in Hutchings' five ar- 
ticles (on Yosemite). . . ' 
The Hutchings' party reached 

Yosemite on June 17th, 1859. 
Although Hutchings later wrote 
copiously concerning the journey he 
fails to mention Weed by name. He 
does ,  however,  refer t o  the  
photographer's apparatus: 

The reader would have laughed 
could he have seen us ready for 
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''TP -70-('ON-W-TA-3039 Ft ,L7 HIGH," No. 26 by C.L. Weed, published by Edward Anthony. (Louiq H. Smaus Collec- 
tion) 

the start. Mr. Beardsley, who had 
volunteered to  carry the camera, 
had it inverted and strapped at his 
back, where it looked more like 
an Italian "hurdy-gurdy" than a 

lo tographic  i n s t r u m e n t . .  .- 
~other carried the stereoscopic 
s t rument  a n d  t h e  lunch;  

allother, the plate-holders and 
gun, etcetera. . . ' 
Within a few days of Weed's 

return t o  San Francisco, his 
Yosemite stereographs became an 
immediate attraction at Vance's 
establishment: 

Mr. C.L. Weed, one of the most 
accomplished daguerrean and 
photographic artists in America 
has just returned from a visit t o  
the Yosemite Valley where he 
took, for Mr. Vance, some forty 
s tereoscopic  views o f  t h a t  
celebrated locality. The views are 
arranged within the machine 
(most likely a Becker's style stereo 
viewer) so  that the observer by 
simply turning a screw on the out- 
side has them placed successively 
before him. Every important 
place about the valley, the giant 

cliffs, the  huge pines, the  
m e m o r a b l e  w a t e r f a l l s  a n d  
cataracts, and in fact all but the 
reality is vividly depicted. Anyone 
who has seen and comprehended 
the stereoscope can readily imag- 
ine the value and interest which 
must attach to  these views. Each 
tree, rock, sprig, and cliff, seems 
t o  stand out boldly and clearly. 
The great waterfalls, glistening in 
the sunlight, are seen leaping out 
from the crags and hang in mid 
air as clearly as if witnessed in 
nature. The views have been 
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judiciously taken, are admirable 
specimens of the art and may be 
seen at Vance's Photographic 
Gallery, corner of Montgomery 
and California Streets.' 
While Weed's stereoscopic views 

received a large measure of public 
acclaim within the context o f  
Vance's showrooms, their economic 
potential required a viable means of 
mass-production and distribution. 
This need led to  a business arrange- 
ment between the Vance/Weed 
gallery and the well-established 
stereopublishing firm of Edward 
Anthony & Co.  The New York 
based firm acquired B'eed's forty 
stereoscopic negatives of Yosemite 
in time for inclusion in their 1860 
catalogue. The Edward Anthony 
(later E. & H.T.  Anthony & Co.) 

firm continued to issue these views 
for a period of many years. The 
titles of this series are listed at the 
end of this narrative. 

Anthony's 1860 listing includes a 
total of 78 stereographs of Califor- 
nia, all (in the opinion of this 
author) photographed by Weed. In 
addition to  the Yosemite images 
there are views of San Francisco, 
Sacramento,  and other nearby 
areas. In fact, the San Francisco 
Daily Times of September 15,  1859, 
m a k e s  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  
t o , " .  . . n u m e r o u s  s t e reoscop ic  
views of San Francisco, Sacramento 
City and river, etc., etc." in an arti- 
cle describing the offerings at 
Vance's gallery. 

In 1860, Weed traveled to  Hong 
Kong to  establish a photographic 

facility. Although there is a lack of 
precise information about the intent 
o f  this cscilrsion it seems likely that 
Vance and Weed hoped to form a 
pictorial link with the Orient. 
Perhaps they wished to serve as im- 
porters of stereoscopic images from 
the Far East in the same sense that 
many New York firms served as 
distributors of such images from 
Europe. In any event, Weed's first 
sojourn to the Orient was brief and 
in less than a year he had returned to 
California. 

Weed's later stereoscopic produc- 
tion includes a series of images 
showing the Sacramento flood 
which occurred during the winter of 
1861-62 and views of the silver 
mines in Nevada Territory in the 

spring and summer of 

&/ 
\ . I  
'$' 
fjj 
V' 

f : ]  

OALLERS, 

CORNER OF J AND THIRD STREETS, 
~ A ~ ~ a ' l s h y T ~ ~ ~ C T ; ) ~  

L4 uhvays in charge of the best Artists i n  thc 8t3te. 
* _ _ _ _ -  _ 

TITill be carefully supplied kith the .very IITSST STOCK, nrltl I'TJILISST 
CHE$fICALS. Also, the latest and most choice Instruincr~ts tho Stiltc . 

VANCE *& WEED. 
g --: - - - - - -- - . --- - . - - - - A - - - - - -  - 

An advertisement for the "Vance & Weed" par tnersh~p for the Sacramento branch gallery where Weed f i r ~ t  became involv- 
ed in the Vance establishment. (Courteyy, Bancroft Library) 
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An engraving which shows the Hutchings' party starting for their 1859 journey to Yosemite. The figure on the far right 
(mounting his horse) is thought to represent Charles L. Weed, the photographer. (Courtesy, Bancroft Library) 

1862. By 1864, he had severed his 
ties with the Vance establishment, 
and allied himself with the San 
Francisco stereopublishing firm of 
Lawrence & Houseworth. Although 
this relationship is complex and not 
easily diciphered, Weed is known to 
have taken a number of mammoth- 
plate views of Yosernite as well as a 
new series of stereographs. It was 
these mammoth-plate views (ex- 
hibited by Weed's publisher, 
Lawrence & Houseworth) which 
won the landscape medal at the 
Paris International Exposition of 
1867. In 1865, Weed traveled to 
Hawaii where he made stereographs 
and mammoth-plate views of land- 
scape a t t rac t ions- inc luding  
Haleakala  Cra te r  on Maui.  
Although more research is needed, 
it seems likely that Weed was the 
first to produce such images of 
Hawaii using the wet-plate. 

By January of 1866, Weed was 
once again in the Orient where he 
apparently remained for nearly four 
years. Although unproven, it is in- 
teresting to speculate that Weed 

may have been largely responsible 
for the large series of stereographs 
of China and Japan which appear in 
the Thomas Houseworth & Com- 
pany catalogue of 1869. Entitled, 
"Oriental Scenery," the listing 
states: 

These (stereographs) are all new 
and full of interest, and are taken 
in the highest style of art. The 
Harbors, Public Buildings, Tea 
Gardens, Pagodas, Temples, 
Bronze and Copper Images, 
Statues, Bridges, Fishing and 
Trading Boats, Street Scenes, and 
Groups of Natives in their every- 
day costumes, are all very fully il- 
lustrated.' 
Although this article describes 

only a few of Weed's many photo- 
graphic accomplishments, it seems 
certain that he deserves a position of 
esteem as the man whose works 
established the very beginnings of 
landscape photography in Califor- 
nia. While more research is needed 
in many aspects of his life, this 
author  believes that  Weed's 
photographic accomplishments 

have been long overlooked and un- 
necessarily neglected. Sadly, his 
pioneering efforts have been far 
overshadowed by California's better 
known landscape photographers, 
Watkins and Eadweard Muy- 
bridge-yet it was Charles Leander 
Weed who showed them the way. 

NOTES 
1. Bill  a n d  M a r y  H o o d ,  
"Yosemite's First Photographers," 
Yosemite: Saga of a Century, 
1864-1964 (Oakhurst, Cal: Sierra 
Star Press, 1964,) p. 49 

2. Carl Parcher Russell, One Hun- 
dred Years in Yosemite: The Story 
of a Great Park and Its Friends 
(Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1968), p. 65 

3.  San Francisco Daily Times. 
August 19, 1859 

4. Catalogue of Photographic 
Views (Thomas Houseworth & Co., 
5th edition, c.1869). p. 71 
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t i n g  of 5. FALL ON THE SOUTH GROVE, 94 FEET IN CIR- 
CALIFORNIA VIEWS, published FORK, 600 FEET HIGH. CUMFERENCE. 

by Edward Anthony (later E. & 6. NEVADA FALL, WITH THE 14. VERNAL FALL, 400 FEET 

H.T. Anthony & Co.), was supplied SOUTH DOME AND IN HEIGHT. 

through the kindness of Mr. A. VALLEY. 15. VERNAL FALL. 
Verner Conover. Unless otherwise 7. BRIDAL VEIL-DISTANT 16. 

specified all titles were contained in VIEW. 17. SCENE IN A CANON. 

the Anthony catalogue of 1860. 8. NEVADA FALL-600 FEET 18. SCENE IN A CANON. 
HIGH. 19. SCENE IN A CANON. - - - - - - . 

1. THE YO-SEMITE VALLEY. 9. NEVADA FALL-600 FEET 20. BRIDGE ACROSS THE 

2. THE YO-SEMITE FALL, HIGH. MERCED RIVER. 
2500 FEET HIGH. 10. THE BRIDAL VEIL, NEAR 21. SCENE IN A CANON. 

3. THE YO-SEMITE FALL, VIEW. 22. THE DOMES. 
2500 FEET HIGH. 11. YO-SEMITE FALL. 23. THE SOUTH DOME, 4967 

4. BRIDAL VEIL-NEAR 12. THE RAPIDS. FEET HIGH. 
VIEW-937 FEET HIGH. 13. BIG TREE IN MAR1 24. 
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