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By John Waldsmith 

It is photo show time again and 
we are hard a t  work preparing for 
the N.S.A.3 Photo Show '79 on 
Aug. 11 and 12 at  Canton, Ohio. 
Additional details appear in this 
issue. A major problem we have en- 
countered at  Canton are the accom- 
modations. Two years ago we used 
the largest and reportedly the 
"best" motor hotel in Canton, the 
Sheraton, as our official head- 
quarters. Service was lousy in all 
areas of the facility and some rooms 
were actually so unclean they were 
described as "filthy". Also there 
were several complaints that the 
Sheraton was too far a drive from 
the Canton Art Institute, site of the 
show. Therefore, last year we chose 
the Holiday Inn downtown as our 
headquarters. It is only a short 
distance from the Art Institute and 
seemed a friendly and clean place to 
stay. It is really the only motel 
downtown adequate for our needs. 
We booked 60 of the rooms for 
N.S.A. and asked them to inform us 
once it was full. Easier said than 
done. They overbooked another 
convention of Ohio football coaches 
(Canton is the football capitol of the 
world). T o  say the least, it was a 
mess. N.S.A. members arriving on 
Friday evening found their rooms 
were already filled by boozing jocks 
and they were sent to other motels in 
the area. Some 10 miles away! I will 
not go into a full description of the 
restaurant but if you are interested 
you might ask N.S.A. member John 
Craig for his colorful experience. 
This year we will let you decide for 
yourselves where you wish to eat 
and stay. Included in this issue is a 
listing of available lodging plus a 
gourmet guide to Canton. We hope 
to see you at Photo Show '79. 

*** 
Are you preparing or researching 

an article for our "Personalities in 
Perspective" feature? If you are, 
please contact Richard C. Ryder, 
1 10-C Haddenhills Apts., Hadden- 
field, N.J. 08033, (609) 854-3604). 
He is the editor of this feature and 
requests that he be informed of all 
work in progress. This will help him 
schedule the feature. 

*** 
It has been brought to our atten- 

tion again that some members are 
not receiving their Stereo World 
even though we know they were 

EDITORIAL 

mailed. It is most important that port is vital to the existence of this 
you inform us of any change of ad- important project. All donations are 
dress. The Post Office will not for- tax exempt. There will be a regular 
ward third class mail. We believe exhibit area, featuring items from 
they treat some of our first class the Library collection and from 
mail as third class because of the member collections. This exhibit 
large size of the envelope. There is will be changed about every month. 
still a large number of pieces of mail Members coming through Canton 
being forwarded from Fremont, are invited to see the Holmes 
N.H. even though we informed the Library exhibit area. You may visit 
membership of the Columbus ad- - or use the Library by appointment 
dress last fall. only. The exhibit will be located just 

*** outside of the library room and on 
In this issue we begin two new view Tuesday through Saturday, 10 

features. A welcome addition is am to 5 pm; Sunday afternoon 2 to 
"newviews," a regular column writ- 5 pm; Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs- 
ten by our contemporary stereo day evening, 7 to 9 pm, and will be 
editor, Linda S. Carter. Linda has closed on Mondays. We hope to 
been doing a super job gathering in- have the exhibit ready for the public 
formation of modern developments about July 1. Write before stopping, 
in stereoscopy. I am sure you will if possible. 
find her column an important con- *** 
tribution to Stereo World. There has been some confusion in 

The other feature is "The Library handling Stereoscopic Society 
Report.'' We will be reporting pro- memberships. Please address all in- 
gress at  the new Oliver Wendell quiries concerning the S.S. to Nor- 
Holmes Stereoscopic Research man B. Patterson, 2922 Woodlawn 
Library at Canton, Ohio. There will Ave., Wesleyville, PA. 165 10. 
be listings of new acquisitions, ex- *** 
hibits and activities. The Holmes Deadline for the next issue is June 
Library is your Library. Your sup- 9. 



THE NATIONAL STEREOSCOPIC ASSOCIATION 

VOL. 6, NO. 2 MAY - JUNE 1979 
Members o f  the Board of Directors 

Dr. Brandt Rowles, President 
Richard Russack, Chairman of the Board 

' John Waldsmith, Managing Editor of Stereo 
World 
John Weiler, Secretary 
A. Verner Conover, Treasurer 
Gordon D. Hoffman,Consulting Editor 

Committees 

Linda Carter, Contemporary Stereoscopy 
Committee. 

Tom and Pam Hcseltine, Membership 
Committee. 

Jack and Pat  Wilburn, Publications 
Committee. 

8 

STEREO WOR1,D is published bimonthly by 
the National Stereoscopic Association, P.O. 
Box 14801, Columbus, Ohio 43214. Annual 
dues $10. (3rd Class), $13. (1st Class), $14. 
(to Canada and other foreign countries, all 
mailed 1st Class), and $25. (International Air 
Mail). All memherships follow the publishing 
year for Stereo U'orld, which is from the 
March-April issue to the Jan.-Feb. issue of 
the nevt year. All new members joining dur- 
ing the year will receive all the back issues for 
the crlrrent volume, r~nlers only the current 
and future issues are desired. These pro-rated 
memberships cost $2.00 per issue 3rd Class, 
$2.50 First Class. and $5.00 International Air 
Mail. Deadline? appear at the end of 
etlitorial, on facing page. 

Contents 

The Galveston Disaster. .......................................... .Page 4 
By Edward B. Berkowitz 

The Stereo Daguerreotype in San Francisco: 
A Short and Unsuccessful Career ................................. .Page 12 

By Peter Palmquist 
Come to Canton ............................................... .Page 17 -- ........................... How "Stereoscopic" Television is Shown Page .- 18. 

By R. F. Tilton 

REGULAR FEATURES 

Editorial ....................................................... .Page 2 
Comment ...................................................... Page 20 
Personalities in Perspective-Henry Ward Beecher .................. .Page 21 

By Richard C. Ryder 
The Society-From the Society Notebook .......................... .Page 22 

By Norman B. Patterson 
Newviews ..................................................... .Page 24 
Review ....................................................... .Page 26 
Holmes Library Report ......................................... .Page 27 
The Unknowns ................................................ .Page 28 

<'opj righted 1979 Classifieds ....... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P a g e 3 0  
......................................................... Events Page32 

CO\'EH: \Vc. I'carure C. H.  Graves' view "Among the wreckage" of. the Galveston Flood of. 1900. Turn the  page for Edward 
B. Berkowitz's article "The Galveston Disaster." (Edward B. Berkowitz Collection). 

3 



THE 
GALVESTON 
DISASTER 

By Edward B. Berkowitz they knew which was the worst civic (1906), the Chicago fire (1871), and 
disaster, in terms of lives lost, in the  Johns town  f lood (1889). 

Comparison With Other Disasters United States history. Not surpris- Respondents were surprised to learn 
Over the past few months as I ingly, as my sample was limited to that approximately 700, 300, and 

have been doing research for this ar- the northeast, the answers came 2300 people died, respectively, in 
ticle, I've asked several associates if back the San Francisco earthquake those disasters, while the estimate of 

A. "Galveston Disaster. Houses turned over by storm, Ave. M.", by M.  H.  Zahner for Griffith Rr Griffith. (All views, Edward 
B. Berkowitz Collection). 

4 



Figure 1. Galveston, Texas, today. The heavy lines demark the boundary between complete and partial destruction in 1900. 
Views D through I are approximately located. 

lives lost in the Galveston, Texas 
disaster (1900) was 6,000. Most in- 
tervie\vees were not stereo view col- 
lectors, and had never even heard of 
the Galveston disaster. 

Rackgror~nd 
Before getting into the specifics of 

the fateful Saturday of September 8, 
1900, a little bit of background 
about Galveston seems appropriate. 
Inspection of a map of Texas shows 

that Galveston Island is a strip of 
sand thirty miles long, from one to 
three miles wide, off the Texas 
coast, south of Texas City about 45 
miles from Houston. Galveston Ci- 
ty, which bore the brunt of the 1900 
storm, is at the northeast end of 
Galveston Island. 

In 1970 the population of 
Galveston City was 62,000 as com- 
pared to 38,000 in 1900, when i t  
ranked third among American cities 
in  wealth proportionate to popula- 
tion. At the turn of the century, not 
only Texas, but most of the 
southwestern region did business 
with the world by way of Galveston. 

On the morning of September 8, 
1900, although the busiest season 
had not yet begun, about two and 
one half million bushels of wheat 
and fifteen thousand bales of cotton 
were awaiting transhipment to 
ocean steamers from the city's 
e levators ,  railroad cars  and 
warehouses. 

Galveston City, in 1900, was a .  
beautiful city. Its surface was ap- 
proximately 5 feet above tide level 
and its streets were fringed with live 
oaks. Oleander trees flourished and 
blossomed as no where else in this 
country, giving Galveston the name 
of the Oleander City. People from 
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B. "Recovering bodies from that awful chaos of wreckage, Galveston Disaster," by Underwood & Underwood. 

interior Texas made the place their 
seaside resort on the gulf side, as 
well as the major port for their com- 
merce on the bay side. 
Hurricane Forecast 

Records show that the hurricane 
which struck Galveston o n  Sep- 
tember 8 was not a surprise, as it 
was first noted by the weather 
bureau in the West Indies on August 
30. By the morning of September 6 
the storm center was a short 
distance northwest of Key West, 
Florida, and indeed there was some 

question as to  whether the storm 
would pass up along the Atlantic 
coast, a most natural course, based 
on barometric conditions over the 
eastern portion of the United States, 
or whether it would continue nor- 
thwesterly over the Gulf of Mexico. 
Hurricane advisory messages were 
sent as early as September 1 to Key 
West and by the 4th more detailed 
information was supplied along the 
Gulf Coast as far as Galveston, and 
the Atlantic Coast to Norfolk, , 

V i r g i n i a .  O n  S e p t e m b e r  6, 

barometric conditions over the 
eastern portion of the U.S. changed, 
preventing the movement of the 
storm along the Atlantic Coast and 
it therefore continued northwest 
over the Gulf of Mexico. On the 
morning of September 7, a day 
before it struck Galveston, the 
storm was south of the Louisiana 
coast, and a t  this time storm signals 
were ordered for the entire Texas 
coast. The morning of September 8 
the storm had increased in energy 
and was still moving westward. 

*+--'-* Me- 

- 
C. "\$ rech, rtrln and  death In ~ d  C ~ , ~ l \ e $ t o n  t>\ the 5ed," No .  623-C b) C .  I - .  basson  lor the lnternat~onal Vie\+ Co. 
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Most people went to business as 
usual. At 10 a.m. the northwest 
-+--a warnings were changed to 

heast. At that poiqt, it was clear 
all of Galveston Island was in 
;er. The telephone at the U.S. 
ther Bureau office in Galveston 
in constant use and people came 
he office in droves inquiring 

, ~ t  the weather. The Bureau 
ued the following advisory: 
,'The tropical storm is now in the 
~ l f ,  south or southwest of us; the 

winds will shift to the northeast and 

probably to the southeast by morn- 
ing, increasing in energy. If you 
reside in low parts of the city move 
to higher grounds." The warnings 
of the weather bureau were the 
means by which thousands of lives 
were saved. Galveston had been 
under water several times, but her 
people simply waited for the waves 
to roll by. It had been repeatedly 
threatened but never destroyed. Ac- 
cordingly, its citizens came to feel as 
they had survived many storms 
there could be none terrible enough 

to overwhelm them. However, this 
storm was so severe that although it 
was forecast, it was impossible to  
prepare for such destruction. 
Geographic Details 

Figure 1 is a map of Galveston to- 
day, highlighting current points of 
interest and recreational areas. The 
map is intended to serve as a 
reference for the description that 
follows and for locating the approx- 
imate position (indicated by letters 
D to I) of stereo views which accom- 
pany this article. The heavy lines 

0 i - r - u  R U ~ P  W-U( U W + I W ~ ~ ,  Te*.( W I  ) c - *- - - % *  - I 
E .  "Sacred Heart Church, Galveston, Texas," No. 10988 by Keyqtone View Company. 
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F. "Galveston Disaster. Interior St. Patrick's Church," by M. H. Zahner for Griffith & Griffith. 

demark the boundary between com- 
plete and partial destruction by the 
storm in 1900. The information to 
draw the lines was compiled by 
firsthand observations by two 
members of the Houston Daily Post 
staff, and appeared in that paper on 
September 27, 1900. This legend to 
the map, which appeared in the 
Post, indicated that "it would be 
almost impossible to show it all just 
as it is for there is hardly a block in 

-the city that did not sustain some 

but that suffered from the water. 
The idea is only to show the wrecked 
portions of the city. That which is 
completely demolished is indicated 
by the heavy line commencing at 8th 
Street and Avenue A and extending 
around the gulf side of the city to 
Avenue L and about 45th Street 
where it takes a northward course 
back up to Avenue A again. All on 
the east, south, and west of that line 
(crosshatch) is a complete wreck, 
most of it swept as clean as the 

line is a great mass of every con- 
ceivable article reaching in height 
from ten to thirty feet making a 
complete barricade around the city. 
Behind this wreckage is all that is 
left of Galveston and that in many 
places is torn and demolished. Not 
one house in twenty escaped unin- 
jured; a few of the buildings in that 
portion of the city are complete1.v 
wrecked. " 

The total area of destruction was 
about 1900 acres. The estimated 

damage from the wind, and none Great Desert and piled up along this number of dwellings, hotels, chur- 

rw37-Rc 

C;. "Rear ot tile Opcra House after the storm, (;alveston, Texas," No. 10987 by Keystone V~ew Company. 



ches, convents and business houses 
totally destroyed was approximately 
7,000. P r o p e r t y  losses were  
estimated at  about $25,000,000 with 
storm insurance covering a meager 
$40,000. 
The Fateful Day 

Going back to September 8, 1900 
at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, the 
wind in Galveston was coming out 
of the northeast, with a recorded 
velocity of 36 miles an hour. Under 
these conditions the water started to 
flow over the wharfs on the bay side 
of the island. It crossed the Strand, 
as the area bounded by Strand and 
Mechanic Avenues from 20th to 
25th Street was called. The Strand 
was known to every business man in 
Texas as "The Wall Street of the 
Southwest." 

Meanwhile, on the gulf side, a 
mile across the city from the Strand, 
the surf was breaking on the beach 
with a fury. At this point, businesses 
came to a general stop and some 
people who lived in frail tenements 
sought public buildings in the 
business section or went to the more 
substantial houses in their respective 
neighborhoods. Just before three 
o'clock the wind velocity reached 
forty-four miles an hour, by five, i t  
was at seventy-four miles per hour. 
rhen began Galveston's five hours 
)f perilizing fear and destruction. 
3y now the bay water in the business 
.;treetz was high enough to cross the 
curbinp and to enter many of the 

stores. O n  the gulf side, the waves 
swept over the beach and up  against 
the nearest buildings sending a 
swirling flood among the blocks and 
among the houses several blocks 
from the ordinary surf line. Sections 
of tin roofing, pieces of slate, signs, 
cornices, everything that the now 
hurricane winds could pry loose 
were torn from fastenings and car- 
ried in the wind. The lighter frame 
houses, of which there were many 
-for the mild climate of Galveston 
encouraged frail forms of architec- 
ture, rocked like boats, and the least 
securely fastened were carried off 
their foundations, as shown in 
Figure A. 

Most survivors indicated that the 
most terrifying period of this storm 
was from 5 to 7 p.m. That was when 
many who had waited in their 
homes for the hurricane to  pass, 
recognized the severity of the storm 
and attempted to seek maximum 
refuge. Although those two hours 
represented a time of maximum 
mental torture, it did not include the 
worst of the devastation or  the most 
appalling of the mortality. After 
five o'clock, while the force of the 
wind increased,  its d i rec t ion 
changed. It blew from the east and 
later from the southeast. Between 
five and six o'clock a velocity of 84 
miles an hour was attained; and the 
anemometer a t  the weather bureau 
was carried away as the force of the 
hurricane became a matter of 

estimate and not of record. It is cer- 
tain that it steadily increased and is 
believed to have reached 110, or  
possibly 120 miles per hour. At its 
greatest velocity the wind was com- 
ing from the southeast blowing 
directly from the sea against the 
beach side of the city. It was bring- 
ing in the gulf waves higher and 
higher. 

Just before seven o'clock a tidal 
wave rolled in bringing behind it a 
solid wall of water four to six feet 
high. In expectation of overflows, 
most Galveston houses were built 
without cellars and upon founda- 
tions several feet above the level of 
the ground. In houses that remained 
firm, water suddenly rose from knee 
to  armpit depth. Every foot of 
ground upon which the city of 
Galveston stood was now under 
water. Near the beach, it was four- 
teen feet deep at  the highest point, 
in the streets from three to  five feet. 
The flooding of the electric and gas 
plants left the city in darkness. 
Stereo Views - Destruction 

Stereo views of the Galveston 
disaster were published by Under- 
wood & Underwood, Keystone, 
Griffith & Griffith, International 
View, and the Universal Photo  Art 
Company.  According t o  their 
catalog, H.C. White did not publish 
any views of the Galveston disaster, 
and amazingly, I have never run 
across a Kilburn Bros. view of the 
disaster. 

~nn*r-l'n*er Iir,ube, (Saiwaton City Railway, 1 .alvr.. .. . . ... . 
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