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AUCTION RULES 

1. A l l  mail o r  telephone b ids  must be received by N.S.A., P.O. 

Box 14801, Columbus, Ohio 43214, (614) 885-9057 by Friday,  

February 23, 1979. 
2. Bid t h e  maximum you a r e  wi l l ing  t o  pay f o r  any l o t .  A l l  b ids  

w i l l  be adjusted t o  an advance over t h e  next lowest bid. 

It i s  poss ib le ,  the re fore ,  t h a t  you may pay l e s s  than  

you have bid. I d e n t i t y  of success fu l  bidders  w i l l  be 

conf iden t ia l .  Invoices w i l l  be mailed p r i o r  t o  items 

being shipped. Buyer pays postage and insurance. 
3. There a r e  no minimum b ids  but  N.S.A. reserves t h e  r i g h t  

t o  r e j e c t  any and a l l  bids .  

4. Estimates of value a r e  indicated.  However, p lease  keep 
i n  mind t h e  r a r i t y  of some of the  views. We would not 
be su rpr i sed  t o  s e e  es t imates  exceeded i n  most cases. 

5. Telephone bids must be c a l l e d  i n  no l a t e r  than  10:OO P.M. 
Eastern time, Friday,  February 23, 1979. Mail b ids  must 

be received no l a t e r  than Bebrumy 23, 1979 a t  P.O. Box 

14801, Columbus, Ohio 43214. Absolutelf no telephone 

o r  mail b i d s  w i l l  be accepted a f t e r  t h e  times indicated.  

Lot Number Descript ion Est. Value 

1. ACTRESS: "Olive Logan" by J. Gurney & Son, n ice  p o r t r a i t  

on buff m t . ,  s l t .  wear t o  m t .  G-VG $8.00 
2. ANDERSOWILIX: "Northwest view of Stockades" by Blackahear 

& Laramore, Americus, Ga. pub. by Richard Walzl, Baltimore, 
Md. Scarce view showing crude wooden stockade where over 

13,000 Union p r i soners  d ied ,  l i l a c  a t .  G-VG 8 15 -00 
3. BALLOON ASCENSION: 61638 by Watkina taken a t  Woodward's 

Garden, S.F.-Outstanding view of crowds and zoo animals i n  

foreground. Red m t .  t v o  small  s t a i n s  a t  very t o p  of l e f t  

imwe.  (See I l l u s t r a t i o n ) .  VG 880.00 
4. BARNUM: Lot of 2 e a r l y  views taken a t  "Fort Lee" on buff 

sq. corn. m t s . ,  rev. stamos on reverse ,  blindstamped 
"Barnum, Photographer", one i s  scen ic  of r i v e r  (Hudson?) 

from heights  shows excursion boat i n  d i s t .  a t  dock, o the r  

view shows smar t ly  dressed lady and gentleman on he igh t s  

near  s i t e  of previous view. VG t h e  2 $14.00 
5. CALIFORNIA: Handsigned Watkina. Nice view of Russian H i l l ,  

S.F. on yellow sq. corn. m t .  Very slt. wate r s ta in  a t  upper 

l e f t  edke. (See I l l u s t r a t i o n )  G-VG 832.00 

6. CALIFORNIA: Watkins $1028 "The Lake", Yosernite Valley, 

Mariposa County. "Pac i f i c  Coast" red m t .  A beau t i fu l  

scen ic  view. Very slt. wear t o  m t .  VG $7.00 
7. CALIFORNIA: Watkins #3 "Yosemite F a l l s ,  2630 it." Red 

m t .  "Pac i f i c  Coast", another  stunning view of famed 

f a l l s  VG $8.00 

8. CALIFORNIA: Watkins Y1085 "Yowiye, o r  t h e  Nevada F a l l ,  

700 f e e t "  red m t .  "Pac i f i c  Coast8'very e l t  s o i l  VG $8.00 
9. CALIFORNIA: Watkins 81577 "In the  Devi l ' s  P u l p i t ,  Geysers, 

Sonoma Co." Very niae view of p;roup of t o u r i s t s ,  red 

m t .  (See I l l u s t r a t i o n )  

10. CALIPORNIA: Watkins # ' s  78, 123, & 191, l o t  of 3 "Pac i f i c  
Railroad" on red mts. A l l  good scen i s ,  one has slt. 
glue s t r e a k s ,  "Green Bluffs", "Lakeview Bluff" ,  "Summit 

Valley" average VG t h e  3 820.00 
11. CALIPORNIA: Watkins W510 "Bathing i n  t h e  Surf a t  Santa 

Monica" red m t .  "New Ser ies"  view of breaking sur f  on 

beach, heads of ba thers  seen i n  d i s tance  VG 86.00 

12. CALIFORNIA: Watkins q3306 "View from t h e  Grand Central  

Hotel, Oakland" red m t .  "New Ser ies"  Super overview of 

town from roof tops ,  VG+ (See I l l u s t r a t i o n )  88.00 

13. CALIFORNIA: Watkinn #3313 "McClure's Mi l i t a rg  Academy, 
Oakland" red  m t .  "New S e r i e s "  very slt. s o i l  and s l t .  

wear t o  mount. G-VG (See I l l u s t r a t i o n )  87.00 
14. CALIFORNIA: Watkins %36€?4 "U.S. Branch Mint, S.F." red 

m t .  "New Ser ies"  Good view of bui lding,  VG (See I l l u s -  

t r a t i o n )  87.00 

15. CALIFORNIA: Watkins 8's 5023, 5024, 5025, 5026, 5027. Lot 
of 5 views a l l  taken i n  Santa Cruz County, a l l  red mts. 

"New Ser ies"  A l l  s cen ics ,  one shows Glenwood Mwnetio 

Springs,  some slt. wear t o  mts. A v e r a ~ e  G-VG $26.00 

16. CALIFORNIA: Watkins #37W "Residence of Mark Hopkina, 
Esq., C a l i f o r n i a  St., S.F." red m t .  "New Ser ies" ,  view 

of huge house, slt. glue s t n a k s ,  corner  of m t .  c h i p ~ e d ,  

otherwise good documentary view G +  $7.00 

17. CALIFORNIA: Watkins #3620 "Seal Rocks. Steamer 'Ci ty of 
Panama' red m t .  "New Ser ies" ,  glue s t r e a k s  mar view, s h i p  

i n  d i s t .  G 83 .OO 



BENEF T AUCTION 
18. CAW ME:-:'PING: "View of C r i s i s  Off ice,  Camp Meet iw,  Alton 

Bay (Maine?)." An i n t e r e s t i n g  view of crowd of people i n  

f r o n t  of r u s t i c  bu i ld ing ,  unknown maker, 16. r e d  m t .  VG 83.00 

19. CANADA: Lot of 2 from a s e r i e s  "Canada Scenery" #j@+ "Chand- 

i e r e  Fal ls l 'and 41312 "Suspension Bridge. A t  t he  Chsndiere", 

l i s t  of t i t l e s  on reverse ,  dark buff m t s . ,  c .  18708, very 

slt ,  wear t o  m t .  corn. G-VG t h e  2 $8.00 

20. CHILDREN: Lot of 2 p i r a t e s  by I. G. Strand,  Worcester, Mass. 

"Younu Ship Ruilders" .  "The Doll-Baby Show", former view is 
creased and penc i l  marked (G) the  l a t t e r  is super  view of 

s i x  l i t t l e  ~ i r l s  with d o l l s  (VG), re* m t s .  l o t  of 2 $7.00 

21. CARNIVAL PEAFORMERS: "Young Carver & t h e  Wild G i r l  of t h e  

Forest" ,  sca rce  view by W.L. Bachelder of Durand, W i s .  on red 

m t .  S h ~ i n g  Carver with h i s  ready aimed ready t o  shoot  an 

apple of t h e  hend of t h e  wild g i r l .  S tud io  posed. G-VG 816.00 

22. COLORADOr P1314 "Gate t o  Garden of t h e  Gods" by A.  Martin on 

Ig. buff mt. .  shorn group of t o u r i s t  on horsebaok before rock 

formations, waterstained a t  very t o p  l e f t ,  G-VG 88.00 
23. CONNECTICUT: u n t i t l e d  view by P r e s c o t t  & White of Hartford,  

yellow m t . ,  c. 1870s. shows bui ldings decorated with f l a g s  

and bunting, needs t o  be researched,  VG+ 86 .OO 

24. CUBA: *61 "View from the  Pslace of t h e  Conde de Santovenia, 

looking up the  Ca l le  de Obispo" by E. Anthony. yellow eq. corn. 

a t . ,  501 address ,  two t i n y  foxing s p o t s ,  G-VG 912.00 
25. DISASTER: "The Great F i r e  st Gloversv i l l e ,  M a y  2 1 s t ,  1877, 

South corner  Main R Church St." by S. Wilson of Mayfield, N.Y. 

&. Rreen m t . ,  Crowd i n  f r o n t  of burned out block,  wear t o  

m t . ,  slt. s o i l i n g ,  sca rce  view G+ 86.00 
26. EARLY VILWS: Lot of 2 f o r e i ~ n  views, one an u n t i t l e d  chapel  

i n t e r i o r ,  other  "LeSisnvel qrsenal ,  Venice" showine: 1~;. sculp-  

t u r e  of l i o n  and other  scu lp ted  f i ~ u r e s  c .  1860 VG 84.00 

27. FRANCE: dl395 "French Views, I n t e r i e u r  Du P s l s i s  De L'Indus- 

t r i e "  by E. R H . T .  Anthony, 501 address ,  sq. corn buff m t . ,  

n ice i n t e r i o r  view of l a r n e  glass-roofed bldq. G-VG 95.00 

28. GENRE: 4124 "Apple Woman, Hoston Common" by unknown maker, sq. 

corn. buff m t . ,  shows old woman s e l l i n p  her  a p ~ l e s  under a 

t r e e  i n  park. V e n  i n t e r e s t i n g  and uncomnon Kenre, VG 912.00 

29, GYPSY WOMAN: IJntitled view of costumed woman with tambourine 
i n  s tud io  dance pose, unknown maker, reund corn. buff  m t . ,  . 
c. l a t e  1870s. e a r l y  loaOs, sc race  s u b j e c t ,  very slt. 
s o i l ,  G-VG 86.00 

30. A.A. HART: Lot of 3 *38 "Canyon of American River  from near  

Colfax. Cape Horn and Railroad on l e f t  ( t r a c k s ) ,  376 G i a n t ' s  

Gap. 2500 f e e t  perpendicular" ,  6(97 "Ratt lesnake Mountain 

and Cascades on Yuba r ive r" .  yellow sq. corn. m t s . ,  average 
VG 850.00 

31, HAWAII: " Ins ide  the  Cra te r  Kilesuia"  by A.A, Montsno, 

Honolulu, lg .  yel .  m t . ,  s ca rce ,  shows h ikers  i n  deso la te  

s e t t i n g .  G-VG 810.00 

32. "HOME OF THE FROST KING" by Chnrles A .  Zimmerman, St .  Paul ,  

Minn. n i c e  s tudy of i c e  formation VG K5.00 

35. INDIANS: "Scene a t  Indian Payment---manah, Wis." by 

Whitney & Zimmerman, S t .  Paul. yel .  rd .  corn. m t . ,  shows 

squaw v i t h  two papoose by hut ,  t738,  fox in^ but  very 

interest in^ view, they s i t  on a canoe G +  B25.00 

W,JACKSONI #I64 "Devil ' s  Gate Bridge", Union P a c i f i c  R.R. 

s e r i e s  with h a h a  address ,  slt. wear t o  m t .  corns., 

view look in^ doun i n t o  v a l l e y  G -VG $4.00 

35. LOGGIIIC: "Log jam i n  Arvostook F a l l s "  by T. Meagher, lp;. 
buff m t . ,  slt. dark p r i n t s ,  twis ted  logs VG $6.00 

36. LOGGING: Unt i t l ed  view of lou jam a t  Super io r  Ci ty ,  W i s .  

by W i l l  D. Baldwin. s i m i l a r  t o  l o t  19 i n  N.S.A. S p o t l i ~ h t  

Auction, Aug. 5, 1978. 1s. yellow m t .  E B12.00 
37. MASSACHUSETTS: "Bir thplace of (Joseph) Warren, R o x b m "  ; 

by Deloss Barnum, 1859. from h i s  aca rce  "American H i s t -  
o r i c a l  Series."Fancy d e s c r i p t i v e  back, buff m t .  wi th b l ind  

stamp, s c a r c e  and e a r l y ,  s l t  s o i l  and wear VG- 110.00 . 
38. MEXICO: Lot of 8 by Kilburn Brothers ,  from famous 1873 

s e r i e s ,  b e t t e r  s u b j e c t s ,  a ' s  1054, 1065, 1069, 1071, 
1075, 1088,.1115, and 1193. Includes n ice  scenes and 

s t r e e t s  i n  Mexico C i t y ,  Mexican peasan t s ,  super  view ot 
b e ~ g a r ,  ind ian  v i l l a ~ e .  Vera Cruz. "el .  m t s .  a v e r w e  of 

t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  l o t  is VG+. Becomin~ s c a r c e , t h e  8 -0.00 
39. MINNESGTA: "Minne-Ha-Ha, Winter" by Whitney, # 3 l ,  n i c e  

a r t i s t i c  s tudy of famous f a l l s  f rozen i n  win te r  on 

g r e y b u f f  sq. corn. m t . ,  slt. wear t o  corn. G-VG $6.00 
4 4 0 .  M t .  WASIIINGTON, N.H.: Lot of 7 e a r l y  Kilburn views # I s  

101, 183, 251, 540, 744, 1240, 1245. Yel. mts., 3 s h a  

t h e  famed cog t r a i n .  a l l  b e t t e r  s u b j e c t s .  one l i g h t  

p r i n t  (6(744), 4 taken a t  summit, *I01 s h w s  concord 

coach a t  base house wi th  cog t r s i n ,  a183 shows uroup 

a t  Marshfield House. An a t t r a c t i v e  l o t  of 7, average 

i. VG t h e  7 S35.00 
41. MT. WASHINGTON: b158 by N.W. Pease,  "View on t h e  Ledge" 

Shows r u ~ g e d  c a r r i ~ e  road,  e a r l y  on eq. corn. ye l .  

m t . ,  w i th  revenue stamp, very slt. S o i l  VG $5.00 
42. MT. WASHINGTON: d510 " H a l f r a y  House" by Soula. n i c e  

view of r u s t i c  bldq., t r e e s  r e c e n t l y  Cut. e a r l y  on 

l i g h t  yellow sq. corn. m t .  G -VG $5.00 
45. MT. WASHI;JG.~Y)N: " I n t e r i o r  of U.S. S i g n a l  S ta t ion"  

+%72 by F.G. Weller, ahows t a b l e  s e t  f o r  turkey d inner ,  

h i s t o r i c  view, buff rd.  corn. m t .  VG + 85.00 
44, MONADNOCK MTS: Lot of 2 by George S c r i p t u r e ,  *9 "Stepping 

Stones",  #85 "Dublin Pond No. 2". Both n i c e  0 t d i e 6  

on sq. corn. yellow m t s .  VG l o t  of 2 810.00 
45. NFX JERSEY: "View a t  Green 's  Pond, Long Branch" by G.W. 

Psch, shows group of cows i n  pond, slt. s o i l ,  rd. corn. 

yellow m t .  GVG 13.00 
46. NEW MEXICO: f l205"Sante Fe. Church of San Mip;uel and 

Collegen by W.H. Jackson on 1 ~ .  buff a t . ,  slt. s o i l ,  

wa te r s ta ins  t o  m t . ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  back G +  S8.00 
47. NEW ORLEANS: 4302 "Sa in t  Charles  Hotel ,  S t .  Charlem 

S t r e e t  (From cana l ) "  by S.T. B l e s s i w ,  a l t .  foxing i n  

sky,  shows s t r e e t  c a r s ,  yellow m t .  G+ $6.00 

J 4 8 .  NOJ YORK CITY: Lot of 16 e a r l y  views bel ieved t o  be by 

Thomas Adtfeld who l i v e d  a t  Sroadwag near  Washington Plmcm. 

These have been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  be in^ i n t e r i o r  views of 

t h e  American I n s t i t u t e  Museum, c. 1W. Need f u r t h e r  

research.  Sg. corn. buff  m t s .  Some fading o r  h s l a t i o n  

on a few of t h e  views, average G-VG t h e  1 6  ????? 

49. NEW YORE CITY: Lot of 3 Anthonys # ' s  1175 (Cent ra l  Park 

i n  1863, revenue stamp. t i n t e d ) .  5308 Mercantil. L i b r r r ~  

Assoc. Bldg.. 5310 F i f t h  Ave. Hotel. A 1 1  on sq. corn. 1 
yellow mts. 911 very slt .  s o i l e d  tho  ?J 115.00 j 

50. NEX YORK STATE: "Northward from T r q "  by Capper, s h m  

steamers a t  buay dock i n  f o r w w u n d ,  f a c t o r i e s  and eorer-  

ed b r i d ~ e  i n  d i s t . ,  lg .  v i o l e t  a t .  corns.  worn. .It- 

s o i l  G+ S5 .OO 



By John Waldsmith 

After nearly three years of search- 
i n g ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  r e -  
negotiations, we are pleased to an- 
nounce that on the evening of Aug. 
10, 1979, the N.S.A. will dedicate 
t h e  Ol ive r  W e n d e l l  H o l m e s  
Stereoscopic Research Library. An 
agreement has been worked out with 
the Canton Art Institute in Canton, 
Ohio, and their Board of Trustees 
will vote on the contract this month. 
We hope to begin cataloging the 
over 200 books and other materials 
about March 1. This first year will 
be one of building and assembling 
the collection. We need your help. 
The Library will accept your tax 
deductible donations of either 
materials or cash. There already ex- 
ists a fund from earlier donations. 
We have acquired a number of early 
catalogues which we are preparing 
as reprints - to  be offered t o  
members. But your help is urgently 
needed to make the research library 
a success. Please note on your 
checks "Library Fund" so that we 
can keep this money aside for help- 
ing in the operation of the library. 
There will be a further report on  our 
progress in future issues. 

As you may have already guessed, 
the dates of the national meeting, 
Photo Show '79, will be August 11 
and 12 at  Canton, Ohio, in the 
galleries of the Canton Art Institute. 
We are already making plans which 
include an exhibit of 3-D motion 
picture memorabilia, the showings 
of  two 3-D films from the 1950s, 
plus an anaglyph exhibit. Of course, 
we will have our excellent exhibits of 
stereo views from member collec- 
tions and modern views by members 
of  N.S.A. and the Stereoscopic 
Society, American Branch. As last 
year, the Stereoscopic Society will 
have a special exhibit through the 
month of August at  the Art Institute 
in the Photography Salon. 

Also note in this issue the Holmes 
Library Benefit Auction sale. This 
auction will be presented in two 
parts in this and the following issue. 
20% of the proceeds from this sale 
go to the Holmes Library operating 
fund. We hope you find some views 
which you would like to add to your 
collections. 

With this issue, we welcome a new 
feature to  the pages of Stereo 
World. Entitled "Personalities in 
Perspective," this  single-page 

EDITORIAL 

feature will consist of brief portraits 
of some of the many celebrities ap- 
pearing in stereographs. The series Now that we have completed our 
will be edited by long-term N.S.A. fifth year, I would like to pay 
member Richard C .  Ryder and thanks to all of those who have 
manuscripts and inquiries should be worked hard and have given 
directed to him at 110-C Haddon unselfishly of their time and talents. 
Hills Apts., Haddonfield, N.J. Our active and aggressive Board of 
08033. The guidelines for "Per- Directors should be thanked for 
sonalities in Perspective" are as without these people, the N.S.A. 
f o l l o w s :  a s i n g l e  c l o s e - u p  could not have existed and pros- 
stereograph of the personality pered. A special thanks to those 
should be accompanied by a who have supplied us with the ex- 
biographical sketch not in excess of cellent  ar t ic les .  My job  as 
650 words (somewhat less if the view Managing-Editor is made much 
is a cabinet mount). Only persons easier because I always have a large 
deserving more lengthy articles, back-log of fine articles to choose 
such as  Lincoln o r  Theodore from in preparing each issue of 
Roosevelt, should be avoided. Stereo World. Finally, I would like 

A number of special projects are to thank Gordon Hoffman for his 
now in the works and we will be an- assistance in supplying a large 
nouncing these to  members as they number of the views we publish in 
near completion. These include Stereo World. Our last issue on 
three special catalog reprints and aviation in stereo received dozens of 
booklets illustrated with represen- fine compliments and the cover was 
tative views of Thomas Houseworth heralded as one of our best. 
& Co., Kilburn Brothers and Please renew your membership 
Keystone View Co. Your purchase now if you have not already done 
of these reprints will directly benefit SO. 

the N.S.A. in our continuing effort **** 
t o  supply you with an  outstanding Deadline for the next issue is 
association. February 9. 
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The Grea Snow Blockade of 

1880 and 1881 

L 
"Kelly's Cut ,  Y? mile west of Sleepy Eye. 'Just beginning work',  Winona a n d  St. Peter Div. C. & N.W. R.R.  (March 22, 
1881)," No. 1135 by George I .  Vance for  Elmer & Tenney. Note Vance's shadow in foreground. (All views, Winona County 
Historical Society unless noted otherwise). 
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"Boarding train in Kelly's Cut, Winona and St. Peter Div. C .  & N.W. R.R. (March 22, 1881)," No. 1136 by George I .  Vance 
for Elmer & Tenney. This is one of the views used as a woodcut in Harper's Weekly. 

By David N .  Sterling 

"Some very sensational reports 
have gained currency regarding the 
condition of affairs along the 
western division of the Winona & 
St. Peter road. For instance, it was 
reported in the Minneapolis & St. 
Paul papers that on Wednesday a 
Mr. Burke, a roadmaster located at 

Burns, on the Winona & St. Peter 
Branch of the Chicago & North- 
western road, discovered a whole 
family frozen to death." 

This was just one of the many 
reports which reached eastern 
papers during what became known 
in Minnesota as the "Great Snow 
Blockade of 1880 and 1881." The 
above report proved to be the work 

of a very imaginative Minneapolis 
reporter who was catering to a very 
excited populous. Roadmaster 
Burke was later located and denied 
the entire story. Though the stories 
of the great blizzard were often writ- 
ten totally out of proportion, there 
was a great series of blizzards and 
blockades along the railroads as 
evidenced by the stereographs taken 

"East approach to Kelly's Cut, Winona and St. Peter Div. C. Rr N.W. R.R.  (March 22, 1881)," No. 1141 by George I .  Vance 
for Elmer & Tenney. 



"C'utting snow blocks, Southern hlinnesota Div., C'.R1. R: St. l'ar~l R ' y  (hlnrch 29. IX81)." No. 1154 I,! ( icoryc 1 .  \ ' ; I I ILY !'or 
I 1rnc.r R: Tennev. 

"Snow pang at \\ark, Instantaneous, Southern I l l~nnc\ota  Dl \ . .  C.h1. Rr Cr. Paul K'! (9larch 29. I X X I ) . "  No. 1160 b! George 
I.  \lance for Elmer & Tenne! . 



"Mule Farm near Sherburn," No. 1165 by George I. Vance for Elmer & Tenney. 
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by George I. Vance which were 
published by Elmer & Tenney of 
Winona, Minnesota. 

In 1874, George Irving Vance 
began his vhotonravhic career in the 
studio of S. T. wiggins of Winona. 
A short time later he went to  work 
for the studio of Hoard and Tenney 
(later Elmer & Tenney). Vance 
learned to operate the stereo camera 
and supplied landscape views for the 
studio's growing inventory of glass 
negatives. 

The citizens of Minnesota knew 
that winters in their chosen land 
could be severe but few expected to 
experience the long and brutal 
winter of 1880 and 1881. On Oct. 
16, 1880, the first blizzard of the 
season was reported in the Winona 
newspaper. In the general offices of 
the Winona & St. Peter Railroad, 
Superintendent Sanborn dispatched 
a snowplow out along the line 
though he had doubts that it would 
be necessary to use it. He had no 
fears for the men working on the ex- 
tension to the Missouri River. They 

, I  had been given plenty of provisions 
, - -- -*-- . ~ - ,  - _- # I  I and fuel, and good comfortable 

\> i s *  boarding car5 for any emergency of  
this kind. 

The snow continued to fall and 
soon the cuts began to fill with snow 

, I  ' I  

I t and several trains were caught in the 
c i\ . 

I I drifting blizzard. The western end 
I . I of the Winona & St. Peter was 

Detail of the woodcut of view 1154 as i t  appeared in the April 30, 1881 issue of reporting snow drifting over fifteen 

Harper's Weekl-v. feet and telegraph wires blown 
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across the track. 
The famous Deadwood stage- 

coach left Deadwood, Dakota Ter- 
ritory and was soon stalled by the 
blizzard. The winds blew the stage 
over a precipitous bank, horses, 
passengers, baggage, and all. A 
Mrs. Morgan was so badly injured 
that  she had to be left at a way sta- 
tion. The others escaped with minor 
injuries. 

By Tuesday, October 19, the 
snow blockade on the western end 
o f  the Winona & St. Peter railroad 
still continued. Several crews of men 
were working at various points 
along the railroad. When the men 
reached the junction west of Sleepy 
Eye, a horse and cow were found 
frozen to death, which gives an in- 
dication of the intensity of the cold 
that had prevailed. 

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  O c t .  2 0 ,  
telegraphic communication was re- 
established all along the Winona & 
St.  Peter road. Reports to the 
Superintendent indicated the storm 
had been very light beyond Huron 
and  railroad construction near the 
Missouri was uninterrupted. The 
worst snowdrifts were between 
Sleepy Eye and Tracy. 

Superintendent Sanborn, on Oct. 
25, was among the passengers on the 

first train from Marshall to arrive in 
Winona in nearly a week. He had 
been fighting snow banks for the 
past week and reported that he 
never saw the equal of the blockade. 
I f  it had been ordinary snow that 
filled the cuts the road would have 
been opened with little difficulty, 
but the wind drifted the cuts full and 
the intense cold weather that fol- 
lowed formed a solid mass of ice. 
After loosening up the ice con- 
siderably with picks and axes, the 
snow plow took a run into the drift, 
but the ice was so hard that the nose 
of the plow was turned under and 
the locomotive ran over it upon the 
icv fill. which was so hard that it did , . 
not yield under the heavy weight of 
t h e  t h i r t y  t o n  eng ine .  T h e  
locomotive stood ten feet above the 
track and was finally lowered to the 
rails by means of jack screws. This 
cut was about a thousand feet long, 
and the ice had to be removed by the 
single shovel full. 

The blockade was raised on Tues- 
day, October 26, but was to be just a 
warning of the series of blizzards 
which were to cripple the railroad5 
and commerce of Minnesota and the 
Dakotas for the next few months. 
On December 6, a rainstorm turned 
to sleet, followed by snow. Another 

blizzard howled through Minnesota 
with drifts reaching 1,500 feet long 
in the deep cuts of the railroad. 
Gangs of men with the drifting on 
both sides of the cuts, used huge 
plows to battle the drifts. By 
December 9, the crews had the road 
open again and the trains moving on 
schedule. 

This blizzard was followed by two 
weeks of extreme above normal 
temperatures for Minnesota which 
led the Winona paper to print the 
following editorial commentary on 
December 24, 1880: 

"The snow is several inches deep 
at Washington (D.C.), Baltimore, 
and Philadelphia, and two or three 
inches in New York and Vicinity. 
There is good sleighing throughout 
the East, and in the South as far as 
North Carolina. Snow fell in St. 
Louis and throughout Missouri and 
Illinois, on Thursday, nearly all 
day, and now lies on the ground to a 
considerable depth. Minnesota - to 
the great disappointment of nearly 
everybody within its borders - can 
scarcely produce enough snow to 
whiten the ground." 

But two days later, on Sunday, 
December 26, a blizzard swept 
through the area. The temperature 

, 

dropped from 32 degrees above to 

"ljland Houkc-Norice line o l  ice o n  \\all\ mark Il19ti \ \a lcr  Ie\cI." h!, I \ I cKcc I \ I I~c  lii O\\vnld. Toledo, Ohio, c. Fch. IXXI. 
(.lohn Waldsmith Collection) 
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"The wreck of Cherry St. bridge, rtriking the bridge of  the Penn. Co.," by McKecknie & Orwald, Toledo, Ohio, c. Feb. 1881. 
(John Wald5mith Collection). 

14 degrees below zero in less than 24 storms. At one point the freight that increased to  a regular blizzard 
hours. On Friday, December 31, blockade was described as "stupen- dropped an additional four inches 
1880, it was reported that the ice in dous" with between 400 and 500 on Winona, making it the heaviest 
the Missouri River at Vermillion cars of fuel and merchandise strand- storm of the winter. The Green Bay 
was 24 inches thick. ed on the railroad west of Winona and Minnesota train due into 

The railroads, especially the awaiting a clear track to  go West. Winona in the evening pushed 
Winona and St. Peter, tried to keep But a greater storm was yet to  come. through the blinding storm all night, 
their lines opened. The entire month On Monday, January 31, a snow arriving at 8 A.M. The Chicago, 
of January, 188 1, saw sporatic snow storm accompanied by an east wind Milwaukee and St. Paul train had to 

View of the heavy flooding at Toledo, Ohio in February, 1881, by Trost. (John Waldsrnith Collection). 
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"Main Strcct I'rorn Scluarc, I>cpot at I'oot of  \trect. I lie (ireat Slio\\ S to~r i i  at \\ ooil\t(jik. I l l . ,  J IAIL.II  21. I S S ~  ." an 
unknown photographer. ( John  \\'tiler Collection). 

have five engines t o  bring it out  o f  
Milwaukee, arriving in Winona five 
hours  late. 

Whi le  still  r ecover ing  f r o m  
previous storms, the local citizens 
were faced with another  storm on  
February 4. It raged with great 
violence in Dakota and  in the nor-  
thern and  western part o f  Min- 
nesota. This storm swept through 
Nebraska, Iowa, Wisconsin and  the 
northern half of  Illinois with drifts 
reported of  extraordinary size. The  
storm was followed by a rapid thaw 
in February which caused flooding 
from Toledo, O h i o  t o  New Orleans, 
Louisiana. At Toledo,  the Maumee 
River overflowed its banks causing 
a n  ice gorge, and  a large portion of  
the  city was covered with water 
from a foot t o  several feet in depth,  
doing immense damage by flooding 
cellars, carrying o f f  lumber and  
sweeping away boats and  vessels. 

But the.month of  March brought 
the  worst storms. This time the 
northern United States saw a series 
of  great snow storms ~ h i c h  piled 
upon the already several feet of  
February snow. 

Though the s torms had blocked 
the railroads several times in the 
previous months, the photographic 
team of  Elmer and Tenney did not 
send their photographer, Georpe I. 
Vance, into the field until March 22. 
Vance travelled out o f  Winona on  
the Winona and St.  Peter Di\, . ,  01 

the C. & N.W. R.R.  H e  made 13 
views (numbers  1132-1 144). O n  
March 29, Vance went out with 
crews o n  the Southern Minnesota 
Div., C.M. & St. Paul Railway and 
t o o k  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  21 \piews 
(numbers  1 152 t o  1 172). These view\ 
were sent t o  Harper's M'eekly and  
were used as  \voodcuts to  illustrate 
their report of  the great snow 
blockade in the April 30, 1881 i5suc. 
In addition t o  evcellent views of  the 
work crews trying t o  break the 
blockade, there a re  {everal vic\vs of  
farm5 in the area which were literal- 
ly buried under a mountain of' 
frozen, drifted snow. 

T h e  s n o w  5 t o r m s  pers i s ted  
through most of  April but to\vard\ 
the end of  the month the area cu- 
per ienced  a qu ick  t h a \ \ ~  a n d  
disasterous flooding follo\ved. O n  
April 4. Vance had taken 18 
negatives on  the Hastings & Dakota 
I)i\,., C.R.I. & St. P .  Rail\\.ay 
(number \  1173 t o  1190). plu\ 
another  13 \ iev s o n  the \\ ' inona and 
St .  l'a111 l l i \  ., C' .  24 N.\\'. K ,  K. 
(number5 1191 to 1203) 0 1 1  April 15. 
T h e w  \.ie\\,s all $ho\v deep {no\\ but 
\ 'ance'j  \ i c \ \ \  01' Ne\\ I!lm (April 
26). S t .  Peter (.April 27) and 
Y'lankato (April 28) all \ho\v Ilea\,y 
flooding. (number \  1204 to 1224)). 
Flooding \ \ a \  a major  problem into 
the month of  June.  On June  I I ,  the 
hli\sicsippi K i \ w  rose t \ \ o  feet in 
t~venty-four  hours. This was com- 

pounded by severe lightning which 
killed several persons. 

A large bu\iness in stereographs 
resulted from this most terrible of 
winters. Many local photographers 
made views of  drifting snow in their 
areas o r  o f  the ice jams in river\. 
T w o  fine series of  views \Yere made 
of  the ?reat Ilood and ice jam in 
T o l e d o ,  O h i o .  \ i r i I I i a m  E .  
h,lcKecknie arid Allen C'. North 
made a fine set. Another set \va\ of- 
fered by F..I. Trost .  At Icnst t\co 
do/cn different vie\vs lia\,e been 
rccogniled h \  these photographers 
ancl ~ i v c  n detailed glimpse ol' tlic 
flooding. 

l3ut by far the most views offered 
and probably sold \Yere those made 
at the \Vinona, I\linne\ota \tudio of 
Elmer Rr Tennc!.. 1-hey apparently 
received sorile evcellent publicity 
becauw of the n~ent ion  of their 
name in the H ~ r p e r ' s  M'eekly story 
in April, 1881. I t  i \  reported that the 
firm had 5old over 25,000 h l i ~ l a r d  
\ icns by I XX?! 

The brutal hlil/ard 01' the \\inter 
01' 18x0-IXXI w;ts a rncrllorablc eu- 
pcrience I'or those \\ h o  \\,iti~es<ed the 
tiartl\tiip\ ;~nt l  ph\\ical trials. There 
had been rnore than sixty heavy 
(torms. \tre must thank brave men 
like Cieorgc I. Vance \ \ho  most 
assurcclly ittistood ektreme cold 
ant1 hard5hips to  record thew views 
and prescr\c for us thew visual 
documents. 



Tersonalities in Tersoective 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

BY Richard C. Rvder 

observation and superb diagnostic 
abilities later provided a model for 
Sherlock Holmes. After voyages to  
the Arctic and West Africa as a 
ship's doctor, Doyle set up a small 
practice in England. But medicine 
soon became secondary to writing as 
his true vocation. 

Conan Doyle introduced his fam- 
ed detective in A Study in Scarlet, a 
novel appea r ing  in Beeton's 
Christmas Annual for 1887. The 
Sign of Four followed in 1890, but it 
was not until the publication of the 
first of the short Holmes adventures 
in the July 1891 issue of Strand 
magazine that the character began 
to acquire its immense popularity. 
However Doyle soon tired of his 
embarrassingly successful creation 
and in "The Final Problem" (1894), 
Holmes is hurled to his death over 
the Reichenbach Falls, locked in the 
fatal grip of his arch-foe, Professor 
Moriarty. Though Doyle was now 
free to devote more time to his other 
writings, he had not really escaped 
from Sherlock Holmes and the con- 
tinuing public clamor induced his 
neatly contrived reappearance a few 
years later. 

Service in the South African con- 
flict and Doyle's clearcut defense of 
the British cause in The Great Boer 

~ a r ' ( 1 9 0 0 )  helped secure an un- 
wanted knighthood in 1902, the 
same year that the greatest of the 
Holmes novels, The Hound of the 
Baskervilles, was published. 

The Lost World (1912) marked 
Doyle's first venture into sciencefic- 
tion. In it, Doyle used a literary 
device that had already worked well 
with Sherlock Holmes: the story is 
"narrated" by one of the par- 
ticipants, in this case E. D. Malone, 
a reporter who accompanies Pro- 
fessor Challenger's expedition to a 
prehis tor ic  p la teau in S o u t h  
America. A stunted giant possessed 
of an immense intellect with ego and 
temper to match, the abrassive 
Challenger provides much of the 
delightful humor that alternates 
with passages of graphic terror such 
as Malone's pursuit through the 
jungle, alone, unarmed, and at 
night, by one of the large car- 
nivorous dinosaurs. 

Doyle's imagination also extend- 
ed to the realms of historical fiction 
and medieval romance. One of his 
earliest successful works, Micah 
Clarke (1888), is based on the Mon- 
mouth Rebellion of the 1680's . The 
White Company (1890) and Sir 
Nigel (1906) exploit the chivalry 

(Cont. o n  page 22 ) 

Gaslights struggle feebly to pierce 
the fog-shrouded streets. A hansom 
cab hurries by, the impatient clatter 
of its cobbled passage fading in the 
distance. As a figure looms sudden- 
ly out of the mist, one looks instinc- 
tively for the inverness cape draped 
over a tall, lanky, somehow familiar 
frame, the twin-peaked deerstalker 
pulled low over hawkish nose and 
piercing eyes, and perhaps the faint 
glow of a meerschaum pipe. For this 
is late Victorian London - the Lon- 
don of Sherlock Holmes. 

In the persons of the great con- 
sulting detective and his amiable 
assistant, Dr. Watson, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle created two of the 
most enduring characters in modern 
fiction. Even those who have not 
read the four novels and fifty-six 
short stories in which Doyle record- 
ed Holmes' career are usually 
familiar with the Rathbone-Bruce 
film characterizations. H u t  Sherlock 
Holmes \\,as only one aspect of a 
wide and varied literary career. 

Born at Picardy Place, Edin- 
burgh, on May 22, 1859, Conan 
Doyle attended Edinburgh Universi- 
ty, from which he emerged with a 
medical degree in 188 1 .  I t  was at 
Edinburgh that Doyle met Dr. 
Joseph Bell, whose keen powers of 

"Dr. ,\, C ~ ~ I I ~ I I I  i ) o \ i c  I I I  i l l \  I ( , I I I  ; I [  ~ < ~ ~ C I I ~ ! ~ ~ ~ I L , I I I ,  SOII I I I  ; \ I I I C : I . '  ho. I i h . \ 2  11) ~ L , ! , : o ~ I L ,  \ I C \ \  < 0. .  1000. ( R ~ c l i : i r ~ l  C ' .  Ryder 
Collection). 
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