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A. V W I h  CUNOVrr( 
10907 Orcha rd  S t r e e t  

F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  22330 
(733)  973-0244 

- TERM OF AUCTION - 
- S t a t e d  c o n d i t i o n  is a s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  S t e r e o  ~Yorld .  Hefund i f  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  and l o t  is r e t u r n e d  w i t h i n  f i v e  days .  - Lots  w i l l  be s o l d  t o  t h e  h i ~ h e s t  b i d d e r  a t  13% r a i s e  o v e r  t h e  
nex t  h i g h  b id .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  of t i e  b i d s ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  postmark 
w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  b i d d e r .  - S u c c e s s f u l  b i d d e r s  w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  by m a i l  and  l o t s  w i l l  be 
sh ipped  upon r e c e i p t  of pnyment. P o s t a g e  and  i n s u r a n c e  d r e  t o  
be p a i d  by t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  b idde r .  - The r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  any  b i d  is r e s e r v e d .  - I n f o r m a t i o n  and b i d s  by t e l e p h o n e  between 7  PM & 11 PM EST. - C o n s e r v a t i v e  Minimum Bids  a r e  l i s t e d  f o r  e a c h  i t em.  Rids  below 
t h e  l i s t e d  minimum w i l l  n o t  he a c c e p t e d .  - ClAJSlNG DATE I S  YhBKUAttY 21 ,  1978 at  11 PM WC. A l l  m a i l  b i d s  
shou ld  be postmarked p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime .  

- ILLUSTHATED ITWIS A P P d  3 N  OPWSlTZ PAGE - 
1. L. A. HUFRW - NON-S1'E.W PdOTO, "d3 S p o t t e d  Lag le . "  

i;~" X 4%" mount. Mount s l~ows  l i g h t  wear .  V t i  M I N .  $20. 

2 .  - NON-Y'rLKEO PHOTO, "d8 - Mrs. KAIN-IN-THE- 
CE." 6%" X 4%" mount. Image is a  l l t t l e  l i g h t  and  mount 

shows some wear. G-VG MIN. 316. 

3. - "347--The Monarch o f  t h e  Mountains ."  Shows 
? a l l e n  d e e r .  Yellow m t .  (111. i s  da rk . )  VG-EX M I N .  510. 

4. - "356--Here's meat t h a t ' l l  pu t  l e a t h e r  i n  
ye." E x c e l l e n t  view on ye l low mount. VG-EX M I N .  910. 

5. S S .  WEITFLE - "No. 4  - Welcome Address ."  P robab ly  t a k e n  
d u r i n g  G r a n t ' s  v i s i t .  Image shows l i g h t  s o i l  and mount 
shows some wear. Gray c a b i n e t  mount. ti-VG M I N .  S16. 

6. COLLIER'S HOCKY MOUNTAIN SCENEHY - "No. 34.  C e n t r a l  C i t y  
from t h e  Sou th . "  Yellow mount shows some wear .  Image is 
v e r y  good. ti-Vti M I N .  $12. 

7 .  AMERICAN SCENEHY - "1392. B u f f a l o  B i l l  Mounted." Yellow 
mount shows s l i ~ h t  wear.  Image is good. ti-VG M I N .  $14. 

8. FUIKIDA. THE LAND OF F L O d W  - P e n c i l e d  t i t l e ,  "Howling 
Wolf." O r n n ~ e  mount shows s l i g h t  wear.  Image is v e r y  
~ o o d .  ti-Vti M I X .  $16. 

9. CHAKW A. L I W W U N  - "Domestic L i f e  among t h e  bhippewa 
Ind lans .  124" ( d 7 3 5  i n  n e g a t i v e . )  Yellow mount shows v e r y  
s l i ~ h t  wear.  Imsge is f i n e .  VG bllN. $ l d .  

10.  - "Chippewa Squaws, d i l d  n i c e  g a t h e r -  
e r s .  131" (#735 i n  n e g a t i v e . )  Yellow mount. Very s l i g h t  
b lemish on  r i g h t  image. Woman and papoose i n  i t em #9 
appea r  t o  be i n  f r o n t  o f  canoe .  VG M I N .  $Id .  

11. HAMILTON (Lr HOYT - "S tand ing  B u f f a l o ,  # innebago C h i e f . "  
Image shows g l u e  s t a i n s .  Green mount. G+ ).[IN. $14. 

12. UNLABELU - D e f i n i t e l y  a  Hamil ton 6 Hoyt view o f  a n  
Indiar l  papoose.  Green mount. Gt D I I N .  314. 

The f o l l o w i n g  e l e v e n  Wheeler u p e d i t i o n  views were  t a k e n  by Tim- 
o t h y  H. O ' S u l l i v a n  and a r e  a l l  on  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  ye l low 
mounts. Many were  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  "Timothy O ' S u l l i v a n ,  America's 
F o r g o t t e n  Pho tog raphe r . "  by James D. Horan. 
13. T. H. O'SULLIVAN - "No. 2. View a c r o s s  Black Canon." 

VG bIIN. S8. 
14.  - "No. 4.  G r o t t o  S p r i n g ,  Grand Canon." 

Vti M I N .  $8. 
15. - "No. 14.  Nor the rn  Wall o f  t h e  tirdnd 

Canon o f  t h e  Co lo rado . "  VG M I X .  $6. 
16. - "No. 21. Ruins  i n  Canon d e  C h e l l e ,  N.M." 

Famous photo  o f  r u i n s .  VG hllH. $14. 
17. - "No. 24. u p l o r e r s  Column, Cdnon d e  

C h e l l e ,  Arizona."  VG M I N .  $8. 
18. "No. 33. Apache I n d i a n s ,  a s  t h e y  a p p e a r  

r eady  f o r  t h e  war-path." G-VG M I N .  123.  
19.  - "No. 39. Pah-ge, a  Ute Squaw, o f  t h e  

Kah-poh-teh band. S o r t h e r n  New Mexico." U D D ~ ~  l e f t  c o r n e r  . . 
o f  mount i s  b r u i s e d .  Image i s  okay. G-VG M I N .  $23. 

20. - "No. 42. Shee-zah-nan-tan. J i c a r i l l a  
Apache Brave i n  c h a r n c t e r i s t i c  costume."  VG M I N .  323. 

21. - "No. 43. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  r u i n ,  o f  t h e  
P u e b l o ~ d n  Juan ,  New Mexico." Shows calnera and two loen. 
Hinht  imaae aol>ears  t o  have been sc ra t c l l ed  when i t  was - . .  
mo"nted. ti-L'C ,$lIN. $3'3. 

22. - "No. 47. A lp ine  l a k e s .  ~ t n d  mountain  
scene ry ,  i n  t h e  C e r r o  Blanco Mountains." Vti M I N .  $8. 

23. - "No. 49. Slhoshone I. 'alls,  Snake ~ i v e r .  
Idaho .  " G-VG M I N .  $8. 

U U U N  - "Ba l loon  a s c e n s i o n  from Thousand I s l a n d  House, 
Alex. t h y ,  24  J u l y  1873." by A .  C. AkIn ty re .  E x c e p t i o n a l  
v iew on  y e l l o w  c a b i n e t  mount. VG-EX MIN. $30. 

28. - "Ba l loon  Ascens ion ,  "Buf fa lo"  1874." Views o f  
m n d  Monumental Pa rk  by H. D. U d a l l ,  G a r r e t t s v i l l e ,  
Ohio.  Brown c a b i n e t  mount s l ~ o w s  wear  and ima&es l a c k  
some c o n t r a s t .  G+ WN. $20. 

29.  - U ~ ~ l a b e l e d  J a r v i s  v iew (may be f o r e i g n )  on  bu f f  
cu rved  mount. VG-EX MIN. $14. 

30. - " l h l l o o n  Ascens ion ,  O n t a r i o  Beach, N.  Y." on  a 
g r a y  cu rved  mount by "S tanda rd  S e r i e s . "  Images a r e  a 
l i t t l e  l i g h t .  C o n d i t i o n  is  Vti-EX MIN. $12. 

31 .  SHAliub - C l o s e  view o f  young g i r l s  by I r v i n g .  Yellow 
mount. Vti MIN. $18. 

32. - C l o s e  view o f  a d u l t s  by I r v i n g .  Yellow mount 
h a s  b r u i s e d  uppe r  l e f t  c o r n e r .  VG M I N .  $18. 

33.  - - 'Shaker V i l l a g e ,  .Mt. Lebanon, N.Y." by I r v i n g .  
Plnk mount. Images  show l i g h t  f o x i n g  i n  s k y  a r e a .  A  n i c e  
view o f  t h e  town. G+ * I N .  314. 

34.  PHU~WA~APHIC - "No. 4d3. Ascot  n a c e  Course . "  by G.H. 8 
Co. Yellow mount. Pho to  shows pho tog raphe r .  d a r k  t e n t  
and  camera. VG+ MIN. $28. 

35.  - L o u i s i a n a  S c e n e r y ,  "Muddy Bayou* by S. T. 
B l e s s i n g .  Shows pho to  wagon on  b r i d g e .  ( B e l i e v e  t h i s  may 
be t h e  same pho to  wagon shown i n  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  SW un- 
knowns.) Orange c a b i n e t  mount. VG MIN. $18. 

36.  - "44. Above F i r s t  F a l l ,  Looking up Stream."  
by J .  K. Moore, T r e n t o n  F a l l s ,  N . Y .  Shows man s i t t i n g  at 
dd rk  t e n t .  Orange mount. ti-VG M I N .  $10. 

37.  EIhE EhtilNE - Boston F i r e  "No. 1021. Arch S t r e e t  from 
Summer." hy K i l b u r n  B r o t h e r s .  l e l l o w  mount.  View shows 
f i r e m a n ,  pol iceman and man i n  C o n f e d e r a t e  t y p e  uniform.  

VG+ M I N .  $16. 

3d.  - n o s t o n  F i r e  Hefore  and A f t e r ,  *Summer, 
Corne r  o f  O t i s  S t . "  Gray mount which may have been 
s l i g h t l y  trimmed a t  one  end.  Images show s l i g h t  f o x i n g  
i n  s k y  a r e a  on bo th  s i d e s .  G+ MIN. $16. 

39.  GXI'1'LIhti GUN - C l o s e  view o f  e a r l y  G a t t l i n g  Gun by Webster 
b Albee. t iruy mount h a s  uppe r  r i g h t  c o r n e r  mi s s ing .  

ti-VG M I N .  $14. 

40. OShlDA V I e A  - "No. Y ,  T rap  and S i l k  Narks." by D. E. 
a m l t h .  h h l t e  mount. VG+ MIN. $12. 

41. HORSE CAR - "No. 9 .  t i ssex S t r e e t  f rom Washington,  l o o k i n g  
u p . "  S.ilem, Mdss. by John  P .  T i l t o n .  C l o s e  vlew o f  Horse  
C a r  on y e l l o w  mount. VG+ M I N .  $8. 

42. TROLLEY CAP - "1654 Eag le  G a t e ,  S a l t  Luke C i t y ,  U.S.A." 
by Pun American Pho to  A r t  Co. Gray c u r v e d  mount shows 
some wear .  Not I l l u s t r a t e d .  ti+ M I N .  $4. 

43. A TKIP fHAUUtiH bLAlib KOEdWK k Cc). - bomple t e  l i t h o g r a p h e d  
s e t  o f  50 v i e a s  i n  o r i g i n a l  box. Both v i ews  and box show 
s l i g h t  wear.  Not I l l u s t r a t e d .  G-VG M I N .  $12. 

44. p I ~ c  AT COHOES, N. Y. - Lot o f  11 u n t i t l e d  views o f  f i r e  
a t  Cohoes. N . Y .  by J .  H. New. Views a r e  on  c a b i n e t  s i z e  
mounts.  Not I l l u s t r a t e d .  G-VG M I N .  $12. 

45. JAMAICA UIaAal'Ed - S c a r c e  l i t h o g r a p h e d  s e t  o f  2 5  views.  
Not i l l u s t r a t e d .  VG M I N .  $12. 

14 .  W. BELL - "No. 114--Kanab ~Yash, Co lo rado  Hasin." Another  
Wheeler E x p e d i t i o n  view on  tl s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  mount. 

Vti M I N .  Sd. 

25. K4ILHOAU - U n i d e n t i f i e d  view o f  e x c u r s i o n ( ? )  t r a i n .  Has 
s l i g h t  s o i l .  G+ M I N .  19. 



EDITORIAL 
By Brnndt Rowles 

John Waldsmith has turned over 
his editorial page this issue so that 
we may announce and describe a 
very special event-the affiliation of 
the NSA with the American Branch 
of  the Stereoscopic Society. Found- 
ed in 1893, the Stereoscopic Society 
(S.S.) pursues its goal of furthering 
stereoscopic photography from its 
home base in England and its 
branches  in  Aus t ra l i a ,  New 
Zealand, and America. Members 
circulate slide and print folios of 
their work for education, construc- 
tive criticism, and pure enjoyment. 

We are delighted to announce 
that, beginning immediately, the 
NSA and S.S. will join efforts to 
promote modern day stereoscopic 
education and pleasure. Our affilia- 
tion will produce a number of ad- 
vantages: 

I. Common interests and goals 
will be pursued in a coordinat- 
ed Fashion. 

2. Stereoscopic photographers 
will contribute articles to 
Stereo World, assist and 
advise members on technical 
matters, and report modern 
developments. 

3. Circulating slide and print 
folios will offer an alternative 
to the present NSA amateur 
exchange. 

4. Personal creativity in stereo 
will add another dimension to 
collecting. 

5 .  T h e  NSA na t iona l  a n d  
regional meetings can provide 
a time, place, and people for 
S.S. displays,  projec t ion 
shows, etc. 

6. T h e  NSA resources a r e  
available for possible projects 
of mutual interest. 

The S.S. will retain its present 
structure and relationship to the 
English Branch as regards interna- 
tional folios and publications such 
as the S.S. Bulletin (a very high 
quality publication costing about $2 
per year). 

One page of Stereo World will be 
. made available each issue for ar- 

' 

ticles on  modern stereoscopic 

photography, and news of S.S. in- 
terest also will be disseminated 
regularly therein. 

Participation in the folios will re- 
quire $3.00 annual dues, payable on 
a calendar year and not pro-rated. 
Those present S.S. members who 
wish to participate only in the folios 
need not pay NSA dues. However, 
to receive Stereo World and the free 
advertisement privileges included; 
and to join in the NSA's amateur 
exchange group, membership in the 
NSA will be required. All new S.S. 
members must also join the NSA. 

A' number of NSA members 
already are active in the S.S. Fred 
L igh t foo t  h a s  been genera l  
Secretary and it was his dynamic 
and graceful leadership which has 
provided the impetus for the affilia- 
tion. I am indeed grateful for his ef- 
forts and achievements. Lou Smaus 
is our transparency folio secretary, 
and performs his duties splendidly. 
Our new Treasurer, Bill Patterson, 
is active in both S.S. folios & the 
NSA amateur exchange club. 
Douglas Smith, a knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic photographer, is 
our new print folio secretary. 

For the first year of the affilia- 
tion, I will serve as the General 
Secretary of the American Branch 
of the S.S., until regular elections 
are feasible. My function will be to 
keep our branch running effectively 
and harmoniously. To  do this will 
require input from all concerned. 
Please do not hesitate to write me 
with questions, comments, or  
criticisms. 

I also will serve as editor of the 
S.S. page in Stereo World for the 
first year of the affiliation. Any S.S. 
or  NSA member wishing to submit 
an article on modern stereoscopy is 
encouraged to do so. We will require 
articles for regular publication, and 
I would prefer to have a variety 
from which to select for given 
issues. Articles generally should be 
no longer than one full page of  final 
text, and we would like to have il- 
lustrat ions o r  stereoviews to  
reproduce in the journal. Any il- 
lustrations should be camera-ready. 

My address is: 54 West Elmwood 
Drive, Monroe, LA 71203 

New S.S. members (or persons re- 
quiring general information) should 
apply to our treasurer, indicating 

the folio(s) they wish to receive, and 
including the $3.00 dues fixed for 
the current year. The treasurer will 
then send a set of  membership rules, 
a supply of folio envelopes, and 
other appropriate information. He 
also will inform the proper folio 
secretary of the new members, so 
that the member may be included in 
the circuits. Our treasurer is: Mr. N. 
B. Patterson, 2922 Woodlawn 
Avenue, Wesleyville, PA 165 10. 

Our folio secretaries control the 
flow of the American and Interna- 
tional folios. The numbers of folios 
sent out per year are a function of 
the number of members. For exam- 
ple, each transparency section 
member receives a folio about once 
a month. Each member comments 
on each of the other members slides 
and replaces his previous slide with 
a new one accompanied by relevant 
data and comments. He then has the 
pleasure of reviewing critiques of his 
own work. International folios 
which arrive about twice a year are 
of special interest. Every type of 
subject is submitted: People, hot air 
balloons, antique airplanes, flower 
closeups, table tops, hyper-stereos, 
spectacular views, pastoral scenes, 
and even an occasional nude (from 
England). Questions of a specific 
nature regarding these folios should 
be directed to the respective 
secretaries: 

Transparency folio: 
Mr. Louis Smaus, 
668 Oakwood Court, 
Los Altos, CA 94022. 

Print folio: 
Mr. Douglas D. Smith 
7215 Tyler Avenue, 
Falls Church, VA 22042 

I have enjoyed the S.S. folios im- 
mensely! We have a number of 
pho tographer s  of  absolute ly  
outstanding stature, and their work 
and constructive criticisms provide a 
constant source of  education and 
enjoyment. 

Our goals are to educate and to 
communicate. We hope to provide 
quality articles and activities for our 
members. If we are to succeed, we 
need active participation and con- 
tinual feedback. 

My mailbox always is open. 
** 

The deadline for the next issue is 
Feb. 9. 
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Incident or Accident ? 

The Fate of the Maine 

By Richard C. Ryder 

On February 15, 1898, the United 
States Battleship Maine mysterious- 
ly exploded and sank in the harbor 
of Havana, Cuba. Less than ten 
weeks later the United States and 
Spain were at war. The two events 
were not unrelated. 

Although the sinking of the 
Maine is one of the more dramatic 
episodes in American history, the 

causes of the tragedy are not widely 
known. Was the battleship the vic- 
tim of a cleverly planted mine, or  
"Spanish treachery" as Assistant 
Naval Secretary Roosevelt con- 
tended? Or was the sinking merely 
an accident? Whichever it was, the 
presence of the Maine in Havana 
harbor that fateful evening was 
decidedly no accident. 

The rioting that broke out in 
Havana on January 12, 1898, was 

but a minor incident in the sporadic 
violence that had stalked the island 

\ since the Cubans had taken up arms 
in 1895. With Spanish authority 
largely confined to  the cities, the 
anarchy that afflicted the rest of the 
i s l and  s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n e d  
American business interests, chiefly 
in sugar. Atrocities had occurred on 
both sides, although with nowhere 
near the frequency and magnitude 
that the fertile imaginations of 

1. "Battleship Maine," no. 3059 by Webster & Albee. The ilfaine as she appeared shortly before the ill-fated venture to 
Cuba. 
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Joseph Pulitzer and William Ran- 
dolph Herst conjured up in the 
"yellow press." 

The difficult position of United 
States Consul General at Havana 
was occupied by Fitzhugh Lee, a 
p a u n c h y ,  62 -yea r  o l d  ex-  
Confederate cavalry general, former 
Virginia governor, and nephew of 
the South's greatest soldier. As the 
United States increased pressure on 
Madrid for a settlement of the 
Cuban problem, Lee had come to 
the conclusion that the presence of a 
major warship in Havana might be 
necessary to protect American lives 
and property. President William 
McKinley evidently agreed; on  
January 24th, in the wake of the 
Havana riots, he ordered the Maine 
to the Cuban capital. 

Although she had been in com- 
mission for just over two years, - 
Maine was already obsolescent, a 
fact that the Navy tacitly recognized 
in her designation as a second-class 
battleship. Nearly seven years 
building due to design and construc- 
tion problems, the  318-foot, 
6680-ton warship mounted four ten- 
inch rifles in two turrets, one for- 
ward on the starboard side and the 
other aft on the port. Maine also 
carried six six-inch guns, a pair each 
at the bow and stern, and single 
guns amidships roughly opposite 
the two turrets. Above her white 
hull, the buff superstructure was 

divided in thirds to allow the turrets 
a clear field of fire to the opposite 
side of the ship. Maine's other 
distinguishing features were a pair 
of high, narrow funnels just behind 
the bridge and tall military masts 
near the bow and stern. The bat- 
tleship carried a complement of 354 
officers and men. 

Maine was under the command of 
Captain Charles Sigsbee, a generally 
competent if less than brilliant 
career officer who had served with 
Farragut at Mobile Bay. Although 
praised for his quick thinking in 
narrowly averting a disastrous colli- 
sion in New York's crowded East 
River in 1897, Sigsbee did display an 
occasional lack of attention to detail 
that was disturbing and possibly 
significant in the events ahead. 

Actually the Maine had been ear- 
marked for the Cuban situation for 
some time. At the beginning of Oc- 
tober, the battleship had been 
detached from the North Atlantic 
Squadron and sent to Port Royal, 
South Carolina, where she would be 
near enough to respond to an 
emergency yet far enough away to  
remain fairly unobtrusive. Follow- 
ing a short refit in Norfolk at  the 
beginning of December, the Maine 
again headed south, arriving at Key 
West, Florida, on the fifteenth. 

Here for more than a month the 
Maine waited, somewhat out of 
place among the small unprotected 

cruisers and torpedo boats of the 
neutrality patrol. During this time 
Sigsbee was in constant and secret 
communica t ion  wi th  Lee a t  
Havana. 

Finally, on January 23rd, ,Ad- 
miral Sicard's North Atlantic 
Squadron of four battleships and 
one armored cruiser arrived for the 
scheduled winter maneuvers 'in the 
Caribbean. Maine joined the fleet 
and shifted to the better anchorage 
at  Dry Tortugas, some sixty miles to 
the west. At 9:00 o'clock in the 
evening of the 24th, the torpedo 
boat Dupont arrived from Key West 
with the orders for Sigsbee to pro- 
ceed t o  Havana. Two hours later, 
the battleship got underway. 

Late in the morning of January 
25th. the Maine appeared off the 
harbor of Havana and requested a 
pilot. As the battleship steamed 
slowly under the frowning guns of 
Morro Castle and eased to her 
moorings at buoy number four in 
the inner harbor, Maine appeared 
only a friendly naval vessel on a 
goodwill visit. But Sigsbee had been 
uncertain of his reception; beneath 
the flapping bunting and peaceful 
exterior, the battleship's guns were 
loaded and her crew was at action 
stations. 

If Sigsbee was unsure of his 
welcome, the local authorities were 
completely taken by surprise. To  
prevent any stalling by Madrid, 

sank almost immediately. 
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2. "l>nching the Maine. Norfolk Navy Yard, Va.," no. 969-a by International View Co. (A. S. Campbell). The fatal explo- 
sion occurred almost directly across from the forward main battery turret shown at left; most of those killed in the disaster 
were trapped in the bow section of the ship (right) which was torn almost completely free from the rest of the vessel and 



McKinley had informed the Spanish 
minister to Washington of the im- 
pending visit only after the orders to 
Sigsbee had gone out. Spain could 
hardly protest a goodwill visit, es- 
pecially one already underway. 
Madrid's only possible recourse was 
a face-saving public announcement 
that the armored cruiser Vizcaya 
would shortly pay a courtesy call on 
New York City. McKinley had suc- 
cessfully introduced his battleship 
into the Cuban situation without in- 
cident. 

Apparently no one in Washington 
had considered how to get the 
Maine back out of Havana. She 
couldn't stay there forever, yet her 
departure would be interpreted as a 
weakening of the American position 
on Cuban independence. The ad- 
ministration had backed itself into a 
corner. For the time being, despite 
increasing danger from yellow 
fever, the Maine would stay in 
Havana. 

For Sigsbee and his officers, there 
was the usual round of dinners and 
receptions designed to placate the 
local dignitaries whose attitude, 
though correct, was less than friend- 
ly. The crew was denied shore leave 
to prevent incidents such as that 
which had nearly led to  war with 
Chile in 1891. As day succeeded day 
in the hot, crowded warship, the ex- 
citement of being iri a foreign port 
quickly turned to boredom. Sigsbee 

maintained a tight security on 
board; armed sentries were posted 
at strategic locations, visitors were 
not permitted to wander around 
unescorted, and at  night picket 
boats patrolled around the bat- 
tleship's moorings. 

Relations between the two coun- 
tries continued to deteriorate. The 
Spanish minister in Washington 
resigned in disgrace when a private 
letter he had written appeared in 
Hearst's New York Journal; it con- 
tained a scathing personal attack on 
McKinley. 

On February l l t h ,  the Maine 
received a visitor when the torpedo 
boat Cushing, bearing supplies, ar- 
rived from Key West. It was a 
somber reunion; one of Gushing's 
officers had drowned in a storm on 
the way over. Misinterpreting her 
orders, the torpedo boat returned to 
Key West the next day. Otherwise 
she would still have been in Havana 
on the night of the fifteenth. 

Tuesday, February 15th, promis- 
ed little change from the days that 
had proceeded it. When the tide 
swung the battleship's guns in the 
direction of the Spanish cruiser 
Alfonso XII, Richard Wainwright, - 
Maine's executive officer. cancelled 
a gunnery drill to avoid alarming the 
Spaniards. Later that afternoon, the 
W a r d  s t e a m s h i p  C i t y  of  
Washington anchored off the 
Maine's port quarter; at sunset the 

steamer's passengers could see the 
battleship framed against the city 
lights to the west. 

A t  9:40 t h a t  even ing ,  a 
thunderous explosion rocked the 
harbor. A huge column of smoke 
and flame had erupted from the 
Maine, accompanied by the sound 
of a heavy, continuous cannonade. 
Even as the City of Washington and 
Alfonso XII began to clear away 
their boats and the pickets pulled 
for the stricken warship, Maine was 
down by the bow and filling rapidly. 
for hours the boats struggled to ex- 
tricate survivors from the wreckage 
and pick men from the harbor. 

Dawn found Havana harbor lit- 
tered with debris and bodies. The 
Maine had sunk on an even keel 
with part of her upperworks above 
water. The aft portion of the ship 
appeared undamaged, with even the 
mast still intact. Amidships a tangl- 
ed mass of wreckage was visible 
where the bridge and funnels had 
been and the bow section of the war- 
ship had simply vanished. Two hun- 
dred and sixty-six American sailors 
were either dead or unaccounted 
for. 

Captain Sigsbee had been in his 
cabin writing dispatches when the 
explosion occurred; it was on board 
City of Washington hours later that 
he composed a far different message 
to the Navy Department. 

Sigsbee's telegram stunned the 

\ - 
3. "General View of the Wrecked Battleship Maine, Havana Harbor, Cuba," no. 91 1 1  by Keystone View Company. This ti- 

tle, of which there are numerous versions with different numbers, is the most common view of the Maine disaster and 
perhaps the single most common view of the entire Spanish-American War. 
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4. "The 'Maine' Wreck - from the Conning Tower - Havana Harbor, Cuba," bv Underwood & Underwood. Looking . 
forward to the area of the heaviest damage, just aft of where the explosion occurred. 

United States. Although Sigsbee 
stressed that "public opinion should 
be suspended until further report," 
such forbearance would have been 
thoroughly out of character for 
Pulitzer and Hearst. The papers 
were soon quoting and misquoting 
Theodore Roosevelt's provocative 
sentiments. The Journal so convinc- 
ed itself that the A4aine was the vic- 
tim of a mine that the paper offered 
a $50,000 reward for conviction of 

the culprits. Pulitzer sent his own 
team of divers to  examine the wreck 
and was rather disappointed when 
the authorities refused to  permit it. 

Thus anti-Spanish feeling was 
already running high on February 
18th as the cruiser Vizcaya anchored 
in heavy fog off Sandy Hook, New 
Jersey, still blithely unaware of 
events in Havana. It was a shocked 
and somewhat nervous Captain 
Eulate who brought his ship to an- 

chor off Statin Island two days 
later, her flags at half-mast. The 
New York visit was a short one; 
after only four days, Vizcaya 
departed for Havana. 

Shortly after dawn on February 
21s t ,  t h e  l i gh thouse  t e n d e r  
Mangrove arrived in Havana, bear- 
ing the members of a special court 
of inquiry charged with determining 
the cause of the disaster. Presided 
over by Captain William T. Samp- 

5. "Wreck of the U.S.S. 'Maine', Details of the Wreck, Havana Harbor," no. 1444 by William H. Rau (Griffith & Griffith). 
One of the most distinctive pieces of wreckage was a large section of deck flipped up and over the superstructure. 
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son, the court also included Captain 
Chadwick and  Lieutenant Com- 
manders Potter and Marix. None of  

sabotage, Sampson's inquiry began 
t o  lean heavily on  one item in the 
confused tangle below, that odd up- 
turned "V" of the keel. The court's 
final report was released on  March 
28th. Glossing over a number of in- 
consistencies, it concluded that the 
Maine had been destroyed by a sub- 
marine mine planted by persons 
unknown. 

The Spanish authorities in Cuba 

As the troops marched across 
Cuba and the Philippines and Puer- 
t o  Rico, "Remember the Maine" 

these officers was a n  authority o n  
shipboard explosions and,  although 

became their rallying cry. Sampson 
received command of the North 

s u c h  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  w e r e  
available, they were virtually ig- 

Atlantic Squadron, won honors for 
the victory at Santiago, and became 
a n  admiral;  so eventually did 
Sigsbee. A new Maine joined the 
fleet in 1902, the battleship serving 
until slic was decommissioned 
following the First World War. 

The final act of the Maine drama 
n a s  played out in Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetary on  December 28th, 
1899. Ilcrc, nearly two years after 
tlie hloine went down, one hundred 
and lift!.-one flap-draped coffins lay 

nored by the investigators. 
While the court patiently sifted 

t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  n u m e r o u s  
eyewitnesses including Capta in  
Sigsbee and his officers, both 
Spanish and American divers were 

had also conducted a thorough in- 
vestigation of the ureck.  They had 

already examining t h e  wreck. 
Gradually a clearer picture hepan t o  
emerge from the harbor bottom. 
The how of the Maine, tvhich liad 
rolled to  starboard and sunk almost 
immediately, was nearly severed 
from the main section of the hull, 
the t\vo being joined only by a thin 
<trip of keel that u,as bent upward 
i r i  ;I curious inverted "\'" shape. 

1-tom the outset it was recognized 

reached the opposite conclusion; 
,Ilaine \\as tlie \.ictim of an acciden- 
tal internal explosion. Yot that it 
mattered; almost no orlc in tlie 
United States was listening. 

Lingering doubts were soon shelv- 
ed by the course c:f events. The 

in neat rows above the sno6 
ground.  Among the numerous 

I'rcsident had knolvn of the court's 
findings for some time and prepara- 
tions for \var \ \ere  aiready well ad-  
\ -awed  in the United States. Armed 

government  func t ionar ies  a n d  
honor detachment< of  sailors, 
marines, and ca\'alry were President 
Ll'illiam McKinle! . Admiral De\vcy, 
Navy Sccrc*tary 1-ong, anti Captain 
Sissber. no\\ cc3rnninnding the TC.Y- 
a5. The marine Band began a dirge 
as the p~.csidential party arrived. 
When a!l were seated, Chaplain 
Clark read the Episcopal burial ser- 
vice. H e  was followed by Chaplain 
Chadwick, formerly of the Maine, 
with the Catholic rites. Three rifle 
volleys from the Marines split the 
crisp wintry air and "taps" closed 

that at least part of the ship's for- 
ward magazines had exploded. The 

with Sampcon'5 repor: and the 
massive public outcry it occassion- 
ed, McKinley sent a n  ultimatum to 
Spain demanding an armistice in 
Cuba and American intervention 
between the warring parties. Spain's 
reply was hopeful but evasive. O n  
April 19th, Congress by joint 
resolution declared Cuba  independ- 
ent and authorized McKinley t o  
use force. Madr id  broke  of f  

crucial question was what had caus- 
ed them t o  d o  so. If the initial blast 
\sac internal, the disaster could prob- 
ably be ruled a n  accident; if it was 
a n  external explosion, then a mine 
was the most likely prospect and the 
onus would fall on  Spain. 

Failing t o  uncover any evidence 
o f  negligence on  the part of  Maine's 

diplomatic relations and o n  the 
twenty-third declared war. 

crew and convinced that Sigsbee's 
security measures precluded internal 

the ceremonies. 
It is not surprising that stereo 

6. "Wreck of  U.S.S. Maine. Divers coming u p  t o  report. Havana," no. 1447 by William H. Rau. Both American and 
Spanish divers examined the wreck prior t o  the court of inquiry hearings. 
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7. "Major General Fitzhugh Lee, Ex-Consul General at Havana," by Underwood and Underwood. Lee, ex-Confederate 

General and nephew of Robert E. Lee, issued the appeal for aid that brought the Maine to Havana. 

views of the Maine wreck are fairly dreds. Other fine views of the wreck battleship as she appeared before 
common; indeed, Keystone's #9078 were issued by both William H. Rau the ill-fated Cuban visit. Notable 
"General View of the Wrecked Bat- and M. H.  Zahner on the Griffith among these are views by Kilburn, 
tleship Maine" is probably the label as well as by Underwood & Underwood, Rau (this month's 
single most frequently encountered Underwood. Many of these show cover), Webster & Albee, and the 
stereograph of the entire Spanish- either American or Spanish divers at International View Co. (Alfred S. 
American War. This is due to the work, with tugs and salvage vessels Campbell) of Decatur. Ill. 
fact that Keystone continued to hovering nearby; one unusual view Of the personalities associated 
issue this card for many years as by Underwood shows the wreckage with the Maine disaster, Lee, 
number 296 of the World Tours set. in the foreground, with the Spanish Sigsbee, Sampson, and of course 
Keystone also produced a large cruiser Vizcaya in the background McKinley are all represented. 
number of nearly identical views framed by Maine's large crane. Many of the  victims were 
with different catalog numbers in In addition to views of the wreck, originally buried in Cuba on land 
the ninety- and ninety-one hun- a number of stereographs show the given by Spain to the United States; - 
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8. "Captail1 Sigsbee, Commander of the Battleship 'Maine' - blown up in Havana Harbor," by Underwood & Under- 

wood. A career officer and Civil War veteran, Sigsbee was twice cited for having an unclean ship. Was negligence a factor 
in Maine's loss? 



this is illustrated in a rare view by R. 
Y. Young's American Stereoscopic 
Company. Keystone and Whiting 
View Co. recorded the final wintry 
reburial in Arlington. 

As the United States entered the 
new century and set about the 
serious business of acting like a 
world power, the memory of the 
Maine began. to fade. Rut serious 
doubts still lingered. 

In 1910 Congress, pressured by 
various patriotic organizations. ap- 
propriated funds to raise :he b'it- 
tleshio for souvenirs and to recover 
the remains of those sailors still 
trapped inside. For Cuba the hulk 
had become a hazardous obstacle 
that encroached on harbor space. A 
cofferdam was constructed around 
the Maine the following year and 
the  water pumped out .  T h e  
wreckage was painstakingly reex- 
amined and photographed (not in 
stereo unfortunately). Then the old 
battleship was refloated and towed 
out to sea, accompanied by naval 
vessels of both the United States and 
the Republic of Cuba. With ap- 
propriate ceremony on the evening 
of March 16, 1912, the Maine 
slipped beneath the waves for the 
second and final time. 

An official Navy board of inspec- 
tion reevaluated the evidence. 
Though quibbling with Sampson's 
findings on matters of detail, the 
board reaffirmed the earlier conclu- 

sion: Maine was sunk by a mine ex- 
plosion. More than half a century 
would elapse before the matter was 
again reopened. 

Among those who in later years 
became disenchanted with the of- 
ficial verdict was Admiral Hyman 
Rickover, who had been instrumen- 
tal in establishing the nuclear navy 
during the 1950's. At his instigation, 
7~r .o  specialists, Ib S. Hansen and 
Robert S. Price, began in 1975 an 
exhaustive study of the evidence 
from both the 1898 and 191 1 
probes. It rapidly became apparent 
that there were a number of objec- 
tions to the earlier analyses. 

For one thing, a number of 
features characteristic of mine ex- 
plosions were conspicuously absent. 
Although the mine in question 
would have had to  have been rather 
large (similar to  the one illustrated 
in the January-February 1977 issue 
of Stereo World), not a single frag- 
ment of mine casing had ever been 
recovered from the harbor bottom. 
Also unusual was the lack of dead 
fish amid the debris the next morn- 
ing; a large underwater burst would 
have been lethal to  marine life 
within a considerable radius. The 
most significant omission of all 
however was the fact that not one 
eyewitness recalled seeing the 
massive column of water that is 
almost invariably produced by the 
explosion of mine or torp--'" 

A second objection was more 
theoretical. Even the Sampson court 
had wondered whether any of the 
contemporary mines was capable of 
triggering the ship's magazines. The 
191 1 board had dismissed this argu- 
ment because there had been two 
known examples of this occurring 
during the Russo-Japanese War. 
What the board evidently failed to 
realize was that the Russians, euer- 
cising a characteristic penchant for 
disaster, had been using a highly 
unstable and experimental powder 
in their ships. 

The placement of the device 
formed yet another problem. 
Evidence from the wreck and the 
na tu re  of the  ha rbor  itself 
eliminated the possibility of a drift- 
ing mine. Anchoring a stationary, 
shore-controlled mine was a com- 
plex operation that could hardly 
have been completed unnoticed by 
Maine's security patrols. If a mine 
was planted, it had to have been 
done before the battleship moored 
on January 25th. So we are left with 
the possibility that someone, acting 
with no foreknowledge of Maine's 
unexpected arrival, deliberately 
mined the berth in anticipation that 
some American warship might visit 
Havana in the near future and could 
somehow be lured to the fatal an- 
chorage. 

And who was this unknown 
culprit anyway? The Spaniards cer- 

9. "Rear-Admlra~ willlam I .  Bampson, U.S.N.," no. 1943 by Littleton View Co. As senior captain, Sampson headed the 
court o f  inquiry into the loss of the Maine, then led the American fleet at Santiago. Such non-stereo portraits, flag-draped 
and encircled with flowers, are fairly common stereographs of famous personalities; were they really popular or just a 
quick and inexpensive solution to the demand for views of leaders? 
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